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HAROLD WEISBERG, 

Plaintiff, 

Civil Action No. 75-1448 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINIS-— 

TRATION, 

Defendant 
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PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT 

WITH RESPECT TO MAY 19, 1964, WARREN 
COMMISSION EXECUTIVE SESSION TRANSCRIPT 

Comes now the plaintiff, by and through his attorney, and 

moves the Court for summary judgment in his favor with respect to 

the disclosure of the May 19, 1964, Warren Commission executive 

session transcript, on the ground that there are no genuine issues 

as to any material fact and plaintiff is entitled to judgment as a 

matter of law. Rule 56, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

In support of his motion, plaintiff submits herewith a state- 

ment of material facts as to which there is no genuine issue, an 

affidavit (Plaintiff's Exhibit 1) and its attachments. 

Respectfully submitted, 

on 
UAMES HIRAM LESAR , 
1231 Fourth Street, S. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20024 

Attorney for Plaintiff  



  

  

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this / gf day of October, 

1976, mailed a copy of Plaintiff's Motion for Summary Judgment With 

Respect to January 21, 1964, Warren Commission Executive Session 

Transcript to Assistant United States Attorney Michael J. Ryan, 

Room 3421, United States Courthouse, Washington, D. C. 20001. 

        

  

— 

AMES HIRAM LESA 
1231 Fourth Street, S. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20024 

Attorney for Plaintiff 
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STATEMENT OF MATERIAL FACTS AS TO 

WHICH THERE IS NO GENUINE ISSUE 

In support of his motion for summary judgment with respect to 

the May 19, 1964, Warren Commission executive session transcript, 

and in conformity with Local Rule 1-9(h), plaintiff submits here- 

with a statement of material facts as to which he contends there is 

no genuine issue: 

1. On March 12, 1975, plaintiff made a request under the 

Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552, for disclosure of the 

May 19, 1964, Warren Commission executive session transcript. 

2. On April 4, 1975, Assistant Archivist Edward G. Campbell 

deniéd plaintiff's request for disclosure of the May 19 transcript. 

3. On April 15, 1975, plaintiff appealed this denial to the 

Deputy Archivist, Dr. James O'Neill. 

4. By letter dated May 22, 1975, ‘the Deputy Archivist upheld 

the refusal to disclose the May 19 transcript. 

5. On September 4, 1975, plaintiff filed suit under the Free- 

dom of Information Act for disclosure of the May 19, 1964, Warren 

Commission executive session transcript.  



    

6. The defendant maintains that the May 19 transcript is 

exempt from disclosure under the provisions of 5 U.S.C. §552(b) (5) 

and (b) (6). 

7. The affidavit of James Hiram Lesar and its attachments 

show that the essential facts and subsistence of the May 19 tran- 

script are already matters of public knowledge. 

Aves. eaar 
JAMES’H. LESAR 
1231 Fourth Street, S. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20024 

Attorney for Plaintiff 
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HAROLD WEISBERG, 

Plaintiff, 

Civil Action No. 75-1448 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINIS- 

TRATION, 

Defendant 

: 
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MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES 

Defendant continues to suppress the May 19, 1964, Warren Com- 

mission executive session transcript under the claim that it is pro7 

tected from disclosure by Exemptions 5 and 6 to the Freedom of In- 

formation Act. Exemption 5 exempts from disclosure "inter-agency 

or intra-agency memoranda or letters which would not be available 

by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 

agency." In construing Exemption 5 in Environmental Protection 

Agency v. Mink, 410, U.S. 73, 89 (1973), the Supreme Court drew a 

distinction between "materials reflecting deliberative or policy- 

making processes on the one hand, and purely factual, investigative 

matters on the other." The former are protected by the exemption, 

the latter are not. 

In support of defendant's claim to Exemption 5, the October 

6, 1975, affidavit of Dr. James B. Rhoads characterizes the three 

transcripts which are the subject of this lawsuit as follows: 

These transcripts are the written record 
of the times when the Commission members 
met to express their individual ideas, 

opinions, conclusions and recommendations    



to the other members. The subject matter 
of the meetings included the Commission's 

methods of gathering evidence, the person- 

nel of the Commission staff, the Commis- 

sion's goals and public image, as well as 
a discussion of the evidence before the Com- 
mission. On several occasions individual 
commissioners expressed the opinion that 
their views and those of the other commis- 
sioners were given and should be maintained 
in confidence. As these transcripts clear- 
ly reflect the deliberative process of the 
Commission, NARS has determined that they 

may properly be withheld from public dis- 
closure under the cited exemption. 

Plaintiff contends that in order for defendant to meet its 

burden under Exemption 5 it must at a minumum show: 1) that the 

May 19 transcript qualifies as an "inter-agency or intra-agency 

memorandum or letter"; 2) that the Warren Commission was engaged in 

making policy at these executive sessions; and 3) what that policy 

was. Dr. Rhoads does not establish any of these essential facts in 

his affidavit. Executive’ Order 11130, which created the Commission 

shows that the Commission was to "ascertain, evaluate, and report 

upon the facts," not to engage in policy-making. (Plaintiff's 

Exhibit 2) 

By its own terms the Rhoads' affidavit admits that the tran- 

scripts contain "discussion of the evidence before the Commission" 

and other matters which clearly are not within the ambit of Exemp- 

tion 5. Yet the defendant has not made the showing required by 

Vaughn v. Rosen, 157 U.S. App. D. C. 368, 484 F. 2d 1086, cert. 

denied, 415 U.S. 977 (1974), which requires the government to 

itemize, index, and cross-reference all segregable portions of a 

document for which an exemption is claimed. 

Recent cases construing Exemption 5 make it clear that it does 

not protect from disclosure a number of matters which are not clear+ 

ly covered by the policy-making/fact distinction. Thus, Vaughn v.      



    

Rosen, 383 F. Supp. 1049 (D.D.C. 1974), aff'd, 523 F. 2d 1136 (C.A. 

D.C. 1975) held that "factual, investigative, and evaluative por- 

tions" of documents which "reflect final objective analyses of 

agency performance under existing policy" and "reveal whether the 

agencies! policies are being carried out" are subject to disclosure 

Moore v. McCormack Lines, Inc. v. ITO Corp. of Baltimore, 508 F. 

2d 945 (C.A. 4, 1975) held that inferences based on observed facts 

and which depend on the expertise of the investigating official 

were disclosable even though Exemption 5 was invoked. Ash Grove 

Cememnt Company v. F.T.C., 519 F. 2d 934 (C.A.D.C. 1975), held that   

an agency's chronological minutes containing "policy determinations 

are subject to disclosure. Cf. Sterling Drug v. Federal Trade Com- 

mission, 146 U.S.App.D.C. 237, 450 F. 2d 698 (1971). 

Finally, plaintiff notes that the above-quoted description in 

Dr. Rhoads! affidavit could be applied to all of the Commission's 

executive session transcripts. By making all such transcripts pub- 

lically available except the three sought in this lawsuit, the de- 

fendant has waived its right to invoke Exemption 5 in attempting to 

justify its continued suppression of the May 19 transcript. 

Dr. Rhoads notes in his affidavit that on several occasions 

individual members of the Warren Commission expressed the opinion 

that their views and those of other commissioners were given and 

should be maintained in confidence. But it is the National Archives 

itself which recently made public the horrifying but immensely im- 

portant transcript of the January 22, 1964, Warren Commission exec- 

utive session at which members of the Commission, frightened by the 

evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald had worked for the CIA and/or FBI, 

asked that the record of their conversation be destroyed. In fact, 

no transcript of that executive session was made until just last 

year, when the Archives had the stenotypist's notes transcribed.  



  

The defendant also claims that the May 19, 1964, transcript is 

exempt under 5 U.S.C. §552(b) (6) which permits nondisclosure of 

"Dbersonnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of 

which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 

privacy." The legislative history of this exemption indicates that 

it was intended to apply to "files containing intimate details" 

about persons maintained by "those Government agencies where per- 

sons are required to submit vast amounts of personal data usually 

for limited purposes," such as Veterans Administration, HEW, and 

Selective Service. (S. Rep. No. 813, 89th Cong., lst Sess. [1965] 

at p. 9. See also H.R. Rep. No. 1497, 89th Cong., 2d Sess. [1966] 

at p. 11.) It is evident that the May 19 transcript is neither a 

personnel, medical, or similar file as such file is defined £6r 

purposes of Exemption 6. Dr. Rhoads' affidavit was executed before 

the recent Supreme Court decision in Dept. of Air Force v. Rose 

(No. 74-489, decided April 21, 1976). That decision makes it clear 

that documents which "lack the attributes of 'personnel files' as 

commonly understood" are not exempt. (Slip opinion, p. 22) As the 

Supreme Court noted in Rose: 

- - . the general thrust of the exemp- 

tion is simply to relieve agencies of 
the burden of assembling and maintain- 
ing for public inspection matter in which 
the public could not reasonably be ex- 
pected to have an interest. The case 
summaries plainly do not fit that descrip- 

tion. They are not matter with merely 

internal significance. They do not con- 
cern only routine matters. (Slip opinion, 

p- 16) 

The May 19 transcript is obviously not a personnel file. Nor 

are its contents "matter in which the public could not reasonably 

be expected to have an interest" or "matter with merely internal 

significance." The executive session of May 19, 1964, was held 

for public, not private, purposes. The firing or non-firing of the    



  

Commission's employees is an important public question because it 

relates to how the Commission funtioned in its discharge of an 

awesome public duty. 

Moreover, the affidavit of James Hiram Lesar (Plaintiff's 

Exhibit 1) and its attachments show that the substance of the May 

19 transcript is already public knowledge and that the National 

Archives has itself made public hundreds of documents which pertain 

to the May 19, 1964, executive session and reveal the essence of 

what was before the Commission for discussion at that meeting. 

Even assuming that defendant ever had any proper Exemption 6 claim 

with respect to the May 19 transcript, an assumption for which 

there is no support in the record, it has been waived the the de- 

fendant's own actions in making public all its other records which 

pertain to the issue resolved at that meeting, even those records 

which have no purpose other than to defame the reputation of two 

Warren Commission staff members, Prof. Norman Redlich and Mr. 

Joseph Ball. 

For the reasons stated above, plaintiff should be given im- 

mediate access to the May 19, 1964, Warren Commission executive 

session transcript. 

Respectfully submitted, 

leer be Lhawr 
JAMES HIRAM LESAR 7 
1231 Fourth Street, S. W. 

Washington, D. C. 20024 

Attorney for Plaintiff    
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AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES HIRAM LESAR 

I, James Hiram Lesar, being first duly sworn, depose as 

follows: 

1. In order to aid the Court's in camera inspection of the 

May 19, 1964, Warren Commission executive session transcript, I 

telephoned Mr. Marion Johnson of the National Archives and request- 

ed that the archives’ provide Mr. Weisberg with copies of all rec- 

ords in the Warren Commission's PC-8 file pertaining to the right- 

wing political campaign against two Warren Commission staff mem- 

bers. I named Mr. Norman Redlich as one of these staff neers 

Mr. Johnson volunteered that Mr. Joseph A. Ball was the other. 

2. On June 28, 1976, the National archives gave me some 354 

pages of Warren Commission papers relating to the campaign against 

Ball and Redlich and the Warren Commission's response to it. 

3. Since that time, Mr. Weisberg and I have both reviewed 

these records. In the interest of time I, rather than Mr. Weisberg 

am executing an affidavit summarizing their contents. 

v  



    
    
  

4.. While the records obtained on Messrs. Ball and Redlich 

are not complete, they establish that the National Archives has 

made no discernible effort to restrict public access to the defama- 

tory materials on these Warren Commission staff members in its 

possession. 

5. The records on New York University Law Professor Norman 

Redlich begin with his personal letter to Chief Justice Earl War- 

ren of December 1, 1963, which congratulated Warren on his appoint- 

ment as head of the President's Commission on the assassination of 

President Kennedy and offered his assistance. [Attachment 1] A 

copy of a "biographical sketch" which Mr. Redlich submitted to the 

Warren Commission is attached to a January 10, 1964, routing slip 

addressed to Mr. Howard P. Willens, an assiexant Counsel to the 

Warren Commission. [Attachment 2] 

6. The great mass of the records in the PC-8.file reflect a 

vicious and virulent campaign by right-wing political organizations 

and commentators to smear Prof. Redlich and force the Warren Com- 

mission to fire him so that its findings "will have no taint of 

communist connections." [Attachment 3] 

7. The campaign against Prof. Redlich began as early as Feb- 

ruary 12, 1964, when Tocsin, an Oakland, California paper describ- 

ing itself as "The West's Leading Anti-Communist Weekly", printed 

a front-page story claiming that a "prominent member of a Communist 

front", Mr. Redlich, was a member of the Warren Commission staff. 

{Attachment 4] 

8. Less than two weeks later, Francis J. McNamara, Director 

of the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC), sent Con- 

gressman Gerald Ford a "report" on Norman Redlich compiled from un- 

evaluated information contained in HUAC files. [Attachment 5] 

This "report" listed Prof. Redlich as a speaker, sponsor, Or sSup-~ 
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porter of three "communist fronts", each of which was engaged in 

activities to abolish HUAC, the compiler of this "report". 

9. These files refer to at least two broadcasts against Mr. 

Redlich which were carried nation-wide by the electronic media, 

one by Paul Harvey on ABC, the other by Fulton Lewis, Jr. on Mutual 

Mr. Weisberg has informed me that Mr. Lewis employed several former 

members of HUAC's staff on his own staff, and this his son, Fulton 

Lewis, III, made a movie in defense of HUAC and spearheaded its 

use of public funds to resist the efforts made te terminate it by 

legal and proper means. 

10. Local radio stations and newspapers joined in the cam- 

paign against Mr. Redlich. Citizens and members of civic organi- 

zations frequently attached copies of such broadcasts and newspaper 

clippings to angry, hate-filled letters which they sent to their 

Congressman, the Commission, and Chief Justice Warren himself. 

[Attachments, 6-9] 

ll. By March 16, 1964, this campaign caused the Warren Com- 

mission's General Counsel, Mr. J. Lee Rankin, to request that the 

FBI conduct a full field investigation of Messrs. Ball and Redlich. 

The campaign against Mr. Redlich also evelked a response from his 

friends and supporters, not to mention soncurasd citizens and the 

members of at least one civie organization. Thus, the PC-8 file 

also contains letters of praise from members of the New York Univer 

sity law faculty and a twenty-one page petition which his friends 

and students submitted on his behalf. 

12. Ultimately, the members of the Warren Commission met in 

executive session on May 19, 1964, to discuss the allegations 

raised against Ball and Redlich. The files contain some indication 

that Congressman Gerald Ford moved for the dismissal of Mr. Redlich 

le 

 



            

from the Commission staff. [Atttachment 10] The Commission, how- 

ever, sent out a form letter stating: 

On May 19, 1964, at a meeting attended 

by all the Commissioners, the Commission 
unanimously cleared all the members of its 

staff to handle classified information. 
The members of the staff who were cleared 
included Mr. Redlich. 

13. The Warren Commission was unique in that only two of its 

seven members were from the Democratic Party and none were from the 

wing of the Democratic Party represented by the murdered President, 

John F. Kennedy. * BWwo liberals on the Commission's staff were sub- 

jected at the outset to a sustained éaapaign of public villifica- 

tion which diverted the Commission's-energies and very limited re- 

sources from the important tasks at hand. The impairment to the 

Commission's proper and unfettered functioning caused by his cam- 

paign is an important matter of public interest. Congressman 

Gerald Ford's performance on the Warren Commission, including his 

role in the campaign against Mr. Redlich, is also a matter of pub- 

lic interest, particularly in a year in which he is a eandtate for 

the office of President. 

14. Under Exemption 6 which the government has invoked as a 

justification for continuing to suppress the May 19 executive 

session transcript, the Court must weigh the public interest agains 

the harm which might be caused an individual by an invasion of his 

right of personal privacy. Having reviewed the Warren Commission's 

PC-8 file, it is my judgment that the public interest in disclosure 

of the May 19 transcript far outweighs any right of privacy which 

might be claimed on behalf of Messrs. Ball and Redlich. In fact, 

this file makes it abundantly clear that subject matter of that 

executive session has been public knowledge for the past twelve 

years. It has been broadcast over the airwaves, printed in news-  
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papers, newsletters, and the Congressional Record. Whatever claim 

to. an invasion of personal privacy might have been advanced on be- 

half of Messrs. Ball and Redlich evaporated when the National Ar- 

chives made its collection of defamatory materials available to the 

public. Since Messrs. Ball and Redlich were reportedly cleared as 

a result of the action taken by the Warren Commission at its May 

19, 1964, executive session, I am of the opinion that further sup- 

pression of the transcript of that session only serves the politi- 

cal interests of Commission member Gerald Ford in hiding his part 

in the campaign against them. Such suppressiiati certainly does not 

serve the public interest, nor can it further harm individuals who 

are already throughly villified in the publicly available records. 

J ff 
’ (aenive M C eid 7 

JAMES HIRAM LES 

  

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Before me this as Pf? day of July, 1976, deponent James 

Hiram Lesar has appeared and signed this affidavit, first having 

sworn that the statements made therein are true. 

My commission expires RA Y, (F272 - 

¢OTARY PUBLIC IN BND FOR 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

  

 



        

ATTACHMENT 1 C.A. No. 75-1448 

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY . OY psehe 
SCHOOL OF LAW é. rrr” 

WASHINGTON SQUARE, NEW YORK 3, N.Y. 

FACULTY OF LAW . 3 AREA CODE 212° SP 7-2000 é December 1, 1963 - : 

Chief Justice Zarl %, Warren oo oo 
United States Eurreme Court Lo! 
Washington , [.% 

Lear Justice arren, . ; 
Your appointment as head of the Presidantisl Commission wes eretifying 

to all of us who have adm'red your work an’ who recognize the importance of 
the task you are umlertaking, , 

: Like mest citirens I worl: like to contribute in some wey at this time. I 
do net know what rlans your Commission has for legal staff, but if 5 
anything I could do to help, please call cn me. 

Sincerely, 

Norman «.edlich 
Professor of Law 
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ATTACHMENT 2 , 3 C. A. No. 75-1448 
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Biographical Sketch - Norman Redlich 

Born - November 12, 1925, New York, New York. 

BA ~ Williams College (Magna Cum Laude) - 1947 
LL.B. - Yale Law School (Magna Cum Laude) - 1950 

While at Yale was Executive Editor of the Yale Law 

Journal and ranked first in class. 

LL.M. - New York University School of Law - 1955. 

After a career in business and-law entered the full-time teaching of 

Jaw in 1959 at New York University School of Law. Achieved rank of 

Associate Professor in 1960 and Professor of Law in 1962. 

Honorary Societies: Phi Beta Kappa and Order of the Coif 

Memberships: American Bar Association and Association of the Bar of 

the City of New York. 

Current Professional Activities: Counsel, New York Committee to Abolish 

Capital Punishment. Member of the Com- 

mission on Law and Social Action of the 
American Jewish Congress. Member of the 

Advisory Board of the New York University 

Institute on Federal Taxation. Editor- 

in-chief of Tax Law Review of New York 

University School of Lew. 

‘Civic Activities: Member of Planning Board No. 2 of Borough of Manhattan. 

Member of Executive Board of the Greenwich Village Assn. 

Publications: Have written for the Tax Law Review, New York Univ. Law 

Review, Syracuse Law Review, author of the Constitutional 

Law Article in the Annual Survey of New York Law. 

‘Military Service: United States Army - 1943 to 1945. 

Overseas Service: 100th Infantry Division - 1944 to 1945. Received 

Combat Infantryman's Award. , 

Married Evelyn Jane Grobow, M.D., June 3, 1951. Three Children ages 5, 7, and 9. 

Residence: 29 Washington Square, New York City. : 

—
—
—
 

  

  

  

    

 



  

ATTACHMENT 3 C. A. No. 75-1448 

- 3 | Pak 
: , 2. eck We 

ye Wirginia Society of the Sons of the American Renolution 
“THOMAS NELSON JUNIOR CHAPTER 

   

PRESIDENT * VICE-PRESIDENT SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR 
EDWIN K. PHILLIPS HON. CONWAY H. SHEILD, JR. CAPT. ROBERT W. ORRELL 

P. O. Box 18 232 JAMES RIVER DRIVE gae etree 

NewPort News, VA, 3 Newport News, VA, . . CARDINAL, VA. 

TREASURER . . CHAPLIN 
DOUGLAS M. BRAXTON THE REV. MR. SAMUEL H. SAYRE 

S201 CHESAPEAKE AVE, . MATHEWS, VA, 
TT Oxampron, Va. : 

THE WARREN COMMISSION, | 
' THOMAS NELSON JR. 
COMMEMORATIVE 

ComMITTEE Chief Justice Earl Warren 

W. M. HARRISON, CHAIRMAN Senator Richard B, Russell 

THE DAILY PRESS, INC: Senator John Sherman Cooper 
Newport News, VA, 7 

Representative Gerald Ford 
.. LEWIs H. HALL 

219 -277H STREET . 7 . Representative Hale Boggs 
Newport News, VA, ' . Mr. John J. McCloy 

ARTHUR D, STRONG - Mr. Allen Dulles 

P.O. Box 1867 . : Chief Counsel J. Lee Rankin 
WILLIAMSBURG, VA, 

GREETINGS: 

Whereas, it has come to the attention of the Thomas Nelson Jr., Chapter of the 

Sons of the American Revolution, that the Warren Commission appointed to investigate 
the assassination of President John F, Kennedy has employed as an assistant one, 
Norman Redlich, a former professor of New York University. 

Whereas, Mr.. Redlich has definite associations with known communist fronts, 

and particularily, the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, so designated by the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities. Recently Mr. Redlich's name appeared 
as a co-Signer in a large advertisement in the NEW YORK TIMES as a birthday 
celebration for the ECLC, 

Whereas, this Chapter’ has taken notice of the above information, 

. Therefore, be it Resolved that this Chapter, by Resolution, requests the removal 
“of Mr. Redlich from the Warren Commission work so that its findings, when made public, 

will have no taint of communist direction, because the alleged assassin 1 of our former 
President had definite communist connections. : 

It was requested that the Chapter Secretary forward the above Resolution to each 
member of the Warren Commission, the Virginia Senators and Representatives in 
Washington. 

By direction of Chapter President, 

9 June 1964 . . 4 Edwin K., Phillips, 
Chapter Meeting , . : : 

copies to: ‘Secretary 

President Lyndon B, Johnson 
President General of S.A. R, 
Virginia D, A.R. 
Mr. J, Edgar Hoover
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~ POI PAG Ls FFFREAY OL 7Y _. ' Rede romier on 
_ A prominent member of 8 Communist 

i" front is a membsr of the cla of the 

In. Warren Cosuniccion investigating the 
*.. gleying ef Precicent Keanedy. 

    

      

lo New York University Law bebcol, wdo is 

mission. 
Redlich is listed on a July 18<3 letter- 

head of the Emergency Civil Liberties 

Committee as a member of the group's 

exceutlve committes. The imermency 

< Tho Caeentasy Gr Ucontims Commie 

. tee le en eontskenen waa kescoveraes ia 

Row York, wheee muesd psrpose is fe 

: ebelisa Ho Kisese Communes on inninrer 

y kaa Activides cad coeew tro HH,” tae 

1909 exasel reson ef (he WOUA ceed. 

: ..) “The cocciice fics fact te Emer 

. gency Chri Libeziics Comuniives, ootenzished 

ve j ba 1881, chnowsa resrecsming toed es a 

. : ist (VOSB, ESTnY Sserahes 4s 

a treat for ths Communct rociy. 2 has 

| repsctodiy evelsied, by Exena of tends end 

2 fezel eld, Comanion bveded ia sinh 

lage, Guo of its Cot ectittes hos bean 

end SiH bs fhe Cscominesica cf vorsminevs 

Comemyeai pregecsada maoserai.” 

Civil Liberties Commitice bes boen named 

a Communist ireat by boia he House 

  

  

exd the Ecsate Iatermad Gorarity fee 

"One ef the ECLC's exetutives hes been 
identified Communist #renk Wilkinson, a 

, present lesder of the Communisizun 

}° National Committee to Abolish the House 

‘| Committes cn Un-Amencan Activities. 
_: CORUAUSHSTS’ CLEMENCY 

When Wilkinson end his co-defendant,       appeal to tha President for ciemency. 

This ts revesiod ia the Dee, 4, 1731, is 

eve of the Corsmupist National Guardian, 

the New Yorx-tesod weesly which has 

Sed the campaicn to aizcuiscte Lee Har- 

vey Osweld in tsa Fresident’s ecesssins- 

  

   
. . He is Normsa Hodibch, a professor at - 

.Cosamittse on UnAsencen Acuviles .-. 

C.A. No. 75-1448 

   
“ COryRIONT BY TOCOIM, IMC., 1904 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, FEBRUARY 12, 1964 20 Cents 

("ON WIARESN COMMISSION STAFF 
rm a9 > 

Death Probe 
ization and required so to register under 

the LicCarran Internal Security Act. The 

other involved three University of Indiana 

students accused of violating stale sedi- 

tion laws while members of the Trotsky- 

jteCommunist Young Socialist Alliance. 

Tiediich had earlier publicly condemned 

a decision by the Supreme Court to en- 

force registration by Communists under 

the BcCarran Act, according Yo the Com- 

munist Worker of June 24, 1962. 

The Worker also names Hedlich as 

among “notables (who) denounce attack 

oa tite peace movement” during the 1952 

hearings by the House Committee on Un- 

American Activilics on the avowedly 

Communist-backed Women for Peace or- 

ganization (Worker, Dec. 18, 

A member of the advisory -mittee- 

in-formation of the New Yor council to 

Abolish the HCUA, Redlich sixned a peti 

tion in the New York Times Feb, 22, 

132, condemning the anli-subversive 

committee. 
He wes a scheduled speaker Feb. 24, 

1€81, at an anti:liCUA meeting in New 

York City, along with Frank J. Donner, 

en identified Communist lawyer. Spon- 

sor of the meeting was the Emergency 

Civil Liberties Committee. 

The Communists 

in:the Co-ops | 
lGentified Communists elected as con- 

grezsmen of the Northern -Cahfornia 

cpain of Consumers Cooperatives last 

summer included Charles G. Drasnin, 

Pussian-born former veterans director of 

the South Berkeley branch of the Com- 

munist Party. _ 
Dresnin, 59, of 746 61st St., Oakland, 

was elected to serve at the Telegraph 
Avenue Co-op center in Berkeley. 

A registered Communist voter in Ale 
meda County in the 1940's, Drasnin later 

listed his aflistion with the Communist- 

run Independent Progressive Party until 

1e55 

He was convicted of illegally distribu 

    

    
  

4 | Hoa (ree zecompanying cory). ting Cosammunist literature during 2 1941 

i | : 7 Se inna tig Emmeresacy sit Bay strike. 

i | , i peal lor eassort fot = cooased Drasnin is wed to the former Wenonah 

H | of supporting Cex pist causes, One Nedeleky who has recently served as 

tay: ‘ee on | Wee Advance, cited 2 a ceyyersive ofpan- (continued om page 3) 
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ATTACHMENT 5 C.A. No. 75-1448 

: 1 

. GERALD R.FORD ey . COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
x FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN . . * x . to 

ne f oe tet 
WASHINGTON, 0.C., ADDRESS: Le 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

eines Congress of the Cited States GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, ADDRESS: 

Grane rarios 2, MIEWoAN Bouse of Representatives oe. 
Washington, B. C. rr 
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    Mr. Lee Rankin, General Counsel 

4 Presidential Commission on the Assassination 

4 of President Kennedy 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Lee, 

Pursuant to your telephone call this afternoon I am forwarding 

to you a letter I received from Francis J. McNamara dated 

February 27th with certain enclosures. Also enciosed is a letter 

which I received from Mr. McNamara dated March 17th. 

When the enclosed have served your purposes will you please return 

then. 

Warmest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

  
ASA  
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sou)... EIGHTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS , . - 

*e . EDWIN E. WILLIS, LA.. CHAIRMAN 
WILLIAM M. TUCK, VA, - AUGUST E. JOHANSEN, MICH. é 
JOE R. POOL, TEX. : DONALD C. BRUCE, IND. CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
RICHARD H. ICHORD, MO. HENRY C. SCHADEBERG, WIS. . 

“GEORGE F.SENNER, JR.,ARIZ. JOHN M. ASHBROOK, OHIO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES a} 

GRE MMAR, CIREETOR COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES / 

WASHINGTON ‘ a 
“FRANK 6. TAVENNER, JR., GENERAL COUNSEL . & ~ 

ALFRED M. NITTLE, COUNSEL re : 

7 «Yall 

fen 
February 27, 1964 

  

Honorable Gerald R. Ford 

351 House Office Building , so. - 

Washington, D., C. : : , : . 

Dear Congressman Ford: 

  

Pursuant to conversations he has had with you, Mr. Willis has 
asked me to forward to you the enclosed reports on Norman Redlich, staff 

‘member of the President's Commission on the Assassination of President 
Kennedy, and on Mark Lane, who unsuccessfully attempted to represent the 
interests of Lee Harvey Oswald before the Commission, 

  

Re; Norman Redlich Report 

The first sheet of this report, which contains only references 
to groups officially cited as Communist, is the normal report furnished 

by the Committee in response to requests for information on Redlich, The 

second page, as noted, contains references to activities not officially 

cited as Communist, They are being furnished only to members of the Com- 

mission who desire information on Redlich because they shed additional 
light on his activities or association with groups and causes which -- 
though not officially cited as Communist -- are Communist influenced, 

originated, or oriented, 

  

/ It may interest you to know that during the past few days Frank oe, 

Wilkinson, who has been*identified as a member of the. Communist Party by 
" two witnesses who have appeared before this Committee, has been in the 

House Office Building attempting to "lobby" Members to vote against this 

Committee's appropriation for the current year, Wilkinson is the Executive 

Director of the National Committee to Abolish the House Un-American 

Activities Committee, a group cited as Communist by this Committee in House 

Report 1278 of the 87th Congress. : 

Wilkinson has been distributing in the House Office Building the 

February 21, 1964 issue of "Abolition News," bulletin of the National Com- 
mittee to Abolish the House Un-American Activities .Committee, which lists 

"Prof, Norman Redlich, Law, New York University," as one of the sponsors 
of the committee, A reproduction of this bulletin is enclosed for your 

information, 
  
  

   



    

  

7 2 

It may also interest you to know that certain facts on 

Redlich's background are now in the "public domain."' Enclosed is a re- 

production of page 1 of the February 12, 1964 issue of "Tocsin,"' a West 

Coast newsletter, which features an item on Redlich, 

Re: Mark Lane Report 

The two-page report, dated February 10, 1964, is the normal re- 
_port furnished by the Committee in response to requests for information on 

Mark Lane. The longer report, dated February 20, 1964, contains supplemen- 

-tary information of the same general character as the information contained 

on the second sheet of the report on Mr. Redlich, and is being furnished 

for the same reasons. 

Sincerely yours, 

— 7 . G , 

Lene ‘} MOOT € gu Oe 

Franc J. McNamara 

Enclosures , Director 

| 
i 
| 
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eo DATE: February 24, 1964 
< 

Honorable Gerald R. Ford — Doe wag "ee 

  

FOR: 

SUBJECT: ’ Norman Redlich 

  

This Committee makes NO EVALUATION in this report. The following is only a com- 

pilation of recorded public material contained in our files and should not be construed 

as representing the results of any investigation or finding by the Committee. The fact 

that the Committee has information as set forth below on the subject of this report is ae 

not per se an indication that this individual, organization, or publication is subversive, 

uniess specifically stated. : 

  

ga ee ~ Symbols in parentheses after the name of any organization or publication mentioned ..... - --4 ++ 

herein indicate that the organization or publication has been cited as being subversive 

by one or more Federal authorities. The nane of each agency is denoted by a capital 

letter, as follows: A—Attorney General of the United States; C—Committee on Un-American 

Activities; I—Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee; J—Senate 

Judiciary Committee; and, S—Subversive Activities Control Board. The numerals after 

each letter represent the year in which that agency first cited the organization or 

publication. (For more complete information on citations, see this Committee’s "Guide sone tee 

to Subversive Re een One and Publications.") - 

COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP 

7 ._ No evidence - 

S penance PRONTS 

    

  

  

4°. 1955e EMERGENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES CC2MITTEE (C-1958; I=1956) . 
= 1963 Speaker on the Fifth Amendment at Conference on an Appeal to Congress for @ 

“" “““Rebirth of Freedom, Hew York City, April 16, 1955. [Call and Program of Conference } 
: To speek at meeting called to promote abolition of Housa Committee on Un-American 
~ Activities, February 24, 1961, New York City. [Tha Worker, February 19, 1961, p. 12} 

“vcr Netional Council member. ["Rights." an ECLC publication, May, 1961, p. 6; letter= 
heads, Jenvary 9, May and December 1962, April 29 and October 1, 1963] 

Among 25 professors who signad a statement published by ECLC condemning the 3 
Supreme Court dacision of June 5, 1961 uphoiding the registration provisions ok the 
Internal Security Act. [The-Worker, June 24, 1962, -p. 14] 

  

al ot 

~ 1961= BW YORK COUNCIL TO ABOLISH THE HOUSE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE (ce1961) 
__ 2963 Sponsor of rally to be held April 21, 1961, New York City, jointly sponsored by th 

above organization and Youth to Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee - 
(C-1961). [letterhead, April 15, 1961; and press release, April 21, 1961, pp. 12 &1 
Member, Advisory Committee (in formation). [latterheads, April 20 & Oct. 12, 1962) 
Signer of statement protesting ECUA's hearings of May 6, 1963 on Violations of - 

State Department Travel Regulations and Pro-Castro Propaganda Activities in oe 
United States. [press release, May 6, 1963, p. 2] 

  

YOUTH TO ABOLISH THE HOUSE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE (C=1961) 
Sponsor of rally to be held April 21, 1961, New York City, jointly sponsored by th 

above organization and New York Council to Aboliah the House Un-American Activities 
~ r+ Committee (C°1961). [See Ltem above under New York Council to Abolish the Hous 

Un-American Activities Comittee] °   

 



  

e
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_ yy, THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY . 

S17 A CLTED AS COMMUNIST, THEY WOULD NOT BB INCLUDED IN A NORMAL COMMITTEE REPORT, 

“Ss , ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ere 
o 

egy 

PETITION FOR CLEMENCY FOR WITNESSES CONVICTED FOR CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS . 

Signer of petition to the President asking for clemency for Carl Braden and Frank 

Wilkinson, who were both serving prison gentences for contempt of congress [undated, 

printed PETITION FOR CLEMENCY TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES; and the National 

Guardian, December 4, 1961, p. 8). Braden and Wilkinson, identified Communist Party 

members, appeared before the Committee on Un-American Activities, July 29, 1958, 

during its hearings on “Commmist Infiltration and Activities in the South.” Braden 

refused to answer pertinent questions relating to membership in the Communiet Party 

and Communist propagenda activities in the South, basing his refusal to answer on 

the first amendment, invalidity of the committee, and lack of pertinency of the 

questions to the subject under inquiry. Wilkinson based his refusal to answer quese- 

tions relating to the activities and purposes of the Emergency Civil Liberties 

Committee in the Atlenta area on the claim that the Committee on Un-American Activith: 

was illegally established and on what hs termed "e@ matter of conscience and personal 

““ yesponsibility." Rom 8 ih ter, . sk 8 . a + 5 BF eo beey 

PETITIONS TO CONGRESS TO ABOLISH THE HCUA 

Signer of petition to the 87th Congress to eliminate the HCUA as a standing come 

mittee [advertisement, "Petition to the House," Washington Post, January 2, 1961) 

Signer of "An Appeal to the House of Representatives-Abolish HUAC,"' a full-page 

ad of the Ad Hoc Committee, 160.N. 15th St., Philadelphia. [New York Times, Pab- 

xuary 22, 1962, p. C=17] « Ba . . 

  
  

  

PROTEST AGAINST COMMITTEE HEARINGS Re Say : . ™ . aft 3te 

Signer of statement on HCUA's hearings of December 11-13, 1962, asking: “9 Tas” 

the name of democracy and survival, ...cancel the proposed investigation into the 

peace program." [preas release, Woman Strike for Peace, December 12, 1962; and The 

:., Worker, December 18, 1962, pp. 4 & 6)   
COMMITTEE TO AID THE BLOOMINGTON STUDENTS (three leaders of the Bloomington, Indiana, 

Young Socialist Alliance, the youth section of the Socialist Workers Party (A-1947 ¢ 

C-1948), indicted for subversive activity under a state sedition law) : 

Sponsor (letterhead states: Sponsorship in no way implies agreement with the 

political ideas of the defendants.) [letterheads, January 28 and February 5, 1964] | 

   
       



  

we = EIGHTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS 
  

EOWIN E. WILLIS, LA., CHAIRMAN 

  

  

WILLIAM M. TUCK, VA, AUGUST E. JOHANSEN, MICH, 

JOE R. POOL, TEX. PONALO ¢. BRUCE, IND. CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
RICHARD H. ICHORD, MO. HENRY C, SCHADEBERG, WIS. 

GEORGE F.SENNER, JR., ARIZ. JOHN M, ASHBROOK, OHIO : HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FRANCIS J. MCNAMARA, DIRECTOR COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 

FRANK S. TAVENNER, JR., GENERAL COUNSEL WASHINGTON 
ALFRED M. NITTLE, COUNSEL March 17, 1964 

Honorable Gerald R. Ford 

351 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Ford; 

Since I last wrote to you at the request of Mr. Willis re- 

lative to the matter of Mr. Norman Redlich, some additional background 

data has come to the attention of the Committee. : 

I am enclosing for your information a reproduction of a letter 
written by Redlich and published in the New York Times of October 13, 1961. 
It may interest you to know that the rally — referred to by Mr. Redlich, 
the National Assembly for Democratic Rights, was one of the most blatantly 

Communist operations to take place in this country in recent years. Copies 
of the Committee's two-part hearing and report are eeill available should 
you desire to have a set. 

    
The other item which has come to the Committee's attention is 

the fact that the Nation Magazine, issue of June 6, 1953, featured an 

article entitled "Does Silence Mean Guilt?" co-authored by Redlich and 
laurent B. Frantz. 

Frantz, with whom Redlich wrote this article, testified before 
the Special Committee on Un-American Activities on April 19, 1940. At 
that time he denied present or past membership in the Communist Party. 
Subsequently, however, he was identified as a member of the Communist 

Party by three ex-Communists who testified before the Committee -- paul 
Crouch, on May 6, 1949; Howard A. Bridgman, on April 29, 1950; and Ralph 
V. Long, on November 30, 1954, Both Crouch and Bridgman testified that 
they knew Frantz as a member of the Communist Party in the 1930's. If 
their testimony was true -- and the Committee has no reason to doubt it == 

this meant that Frantz had perjured himself when he denied on April 19, 
1940, ever having been a party member. 

Frantz again testified before this Committee on May 14, 1960. 
At that time he invoked the Fifth Amendment privilege when asked about 

“present and past Communist Party membership. 

: ‘Sincerely, 

. | Jey) he penen . 
J. Franci McNamara 

Director 

  

  
Enclosures 
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i a4 President Lyndon B. Johnson , | _ Hae , 

3 = a White House * ase 

3 Washington, D.C. em, 

; Dear Mr. President: 7 : ss a 

i ; ; . * ss yf 
E i ‘ : ey 

: As an American citizen, deeply concerned with the welfare of : 

Z our Country, I enclose an interesting news release which was es 

: broadcast by a local Dayton radio station and I believe it. 

Z merits your immediate consideration. 

; _In the past Justice Warren ‘has rendered decisions very favorable 

i to Communists or the Communist cause; therefore I am not sur- 

5 prised at the enclosed comments however I demand, as a citizen, 

é that the matter in question be investigated. 

i I am an American first and secondly a Democrat, therefore. I am 

3 / - sending copies of this letter and news release to the gentlemen, 

3 aa as listed, in case you may feel it is not politically expeditious . 

2 to take action in this matter. . 

: God help our degenerating nation: 

: Yours truly, 

‘Tacea > [arr 

! 
ee . Louis Jf Wrona . 

\ 3 . 319 Central Ave., Apt. 2 

: . ‘ Dayton, Ohio 45406 

ceCe- Je Edgar Hoover, Esq., F.B.1. 
, Attorney General Robert Kennedy 

Mr. Walter Cronkite, C.B.S. News . . é ‘ 

Senator Kenneth Keating oO nr 

Senator Everett Dirksen / . 

Chief Justice Earl Warren : z ‘ : Egy 2 

. . ma Editor - New York Times . . ‘ 

’ . / “ Editor - Washington Post 

‘ * Huntley-Brinkley News 

' : = . . ¢ 

: i 
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Ry: Grege Vallaece, News & Editorial Director 
BROADCAST: Thursday, May 14, 1964 Ys y ’ 

Mystery and uncertainty have surrounded the special committee selected 
hy President Jolnison to investigate fully the assassination of President 
Kennedy. At the outset there was criticism of having Chief Justice 
Earl Warren on the committee for fear that, at some later date, the 
Suprere Court might he faced with a case directly or indirectly co nected 
with the tragic cvents of last November 22nd. 

Then, after President Johnson emphasizee the committee was to give tlie 

American people a complete and clear report on what occurred, Jus tice 

Warren suggested there nay be come testinony that may never he revealed. 

Later, Dictator Mirushchev sent the cormittee a supposed complete dossiur 

on the activities of Lee Jlarvey Oswald, suspected slayer of the late 

president. This, to say the least, was rather fishy. 

Now comes another incredible aspect of the Warren Cormission: WAVI 

understands that the commission has hired at $100.00 o day, as an 

assistant to James Lee Rankin, chie? counsel to the committee, a man 

who is reportedly a Communist sympathizer’ 

38 year old NORMAN REDLICI, former New York University law professor, 

has, among other things, called for the abolition of the Mouse Un-American 

Activities Committee, signed a petition asking executive clemency for 

communists, Carl Braden and Frank Wilkinson...,and appeared in a letter- 

head as a member of the executive committee of the itmergency Civil 

Liberties Committee. .The KCLC has been branded by two Congressional 

investigating conmittees as a Communist front organization. In fact, 

HUAC reports the CLC was formed in 1951 and is actually operated as 

‘a front for the corimunist party! 

This means: that Norman Redlich, apparently » communisté fronter, is help- 

ing investigate the assassination of an American president, who was 

gunned down by wu Marxist advocate! And, he's heing p:.id a handsome 

solary from your tax dollurs, 

We wonder if your congressman knows this? In fact, we're even curious 

as to whether the members of the Warren commission have been alerted 

to this shocking situation? 

That's Today's Fditorial, I'm Gregg Wallace.... 

“It is the policy of WAVI to express its editorial opinion on 

matters of importance to our Community, Where comments 

are controversial, we invite opposing points of view, mak- 

ing equal time available to qualified groups or individuals.” 

WAVI BROADCASTING CORPORATION, DAYTON 8, OHIO 

r
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RADIO STATION \V 

Your opinion is welcome-- 
for or against these views 

DIXIE 5,000 WATTS 

THE AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY 

ORANGEBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA 

_ UN 12 1964 ostr6: Accommodation or the Truth, Which? 
:  Cdest Dato) 
a Norman Redlich is a New York University las professor. Hr, Redlich is one of the top-men 

in the Energency Civil Liberties Committee. Mr, Redlich is one of tho national council in the 

Emergency Civil Liberties Committee. Mr. Redlich's Emergency Civil Liberties Comaittes is 

specifically organized to (quote) ..odefend the cases of Communist law breakers", end quote the 

House Comittee on Un-American Activities. Xx. Redlich volunteered for a job as consultant to 

the Warren Commission. If, Rodlich's ofier to rork foi the Warren Commission was accepted, The 

Warren Commission KNEW that Mi, Redlich asked for the job as consultant. The Warren Comission 

KNEW that Mr. Redlich is on the national council of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committes, The 

Warren Commission KNEW that this committee is organized to "defend the cases of Commnist law 

breakers", Knowing these things, the Warren Cormissicn employed hr. Redlich as its consultant. 

These are not obscure fects. There is no secret abovt these things. Rovlhac Hanilton, ha 

is the Charleston (S, C.) News and Courier's Washington correspondent, provided this news on 

May 1, just past. This information is available to all newsmen and a3. news media, 

When President Johnson appointed the Warren Commission, the President stated that he wanted 

-these men to bring out the full and complete truth about the nurcer of President Kennady. That 

is the President's announced purpose in appointing the Warren Commission. Do you think that you 

will get the truth about the Oswald murder of President Kennedy? Why nos? We do nob here state 

that we question the sincerity of:President Johnson, Chief Justice Warren, Senator Richard 

: Russell of Georgia or any of the Conmissioners = or, of lir. Redlich, rho is in the business of 

: -defending Commnist law breakers. We do here state that there is an impelling reason why ALL of 

these gentlemen would want no reaction of the people of the United States against the official 

policy of the U. S. government, That policy is the accommodation of your life to that of 

Commnism. We have used the official word in government terms, "accomsodation™, One other 

‘element is interested in the truth of Oswald's murder of President Kennedy. We quote, "Justice 

and the internal security of tne nation call for the most ‘couplete investigation and revelation 

of all factors...(by a committee) headed by Chief Justice Warren", end quote the (Commnist) 

Worker on page 8 of the Novembor 26, 1963 issue. The Communists offered Chief Justice Warren. 

President Johnson appointed him. Mr. Redlich offered himself, Chief Justice Warren accepted 

him. Is it important to accommodate your life to Communism ~ or, to know the truth about 

President Kennedy's mrder? President Johnson and Senator Russell cen be reached with your 

ietters and those of your friends and relatives all over this nation. Accommodation or the 

truth - which?
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; . Woes. 

May 8, 196) 7 Oe the 3 15 AM gy 
a HE CHAMBERS OF 

Mr. Earl Warren, Chief Justice 
‘United State Supreme Court Building 
Washinrton, D. C. 

Dear Justice “lerren: 

In recent days the newspapers have carried informetion relative 

to a Mr. Norman Redlich who is servine as a menber of the legal 
= : staff investicating the assassination of President Kennedy. 

From the articles I also escertain that Mr. Redlich is considered 

one of your investigators for this special commission. 

In view of the backrronnd of Mr, “edlich and his association 
with communist front orpavisations, I am very much interested 
in yow answer os a member of the leral profession. In view 
of the circumstances surrounding the President's death, how 

- Can you with knowledze so dispatch a v2rson ith Mr. "edlich's 

backrround to investigate or in any way participate in the 
commission's activities to determine the truth rerarding 

Lee Harvey Iswald? , ‘ 

I respectfully revuest an ansver in view of the information 
enclosed in the attached article. The American neonle have the 

_ right to know through what reasoning a jurist of the hirhest 

court in the land arrived at such a conclusion. 

Sincerely yours, . ‘ 
aaa . ‘ A. VA 

Pig“ g— 

Marion Hickinshottom (Mr.) 
105 South Turner 
Searcy, Arkansas 
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7 ‘Warrens Ave | BRS, 
Grows Redde | 

Eommunist Ties Revealed Of 
Assassination Group’s 

Legal Consultant 

* From The Commercial Appoal 
, Weshingtoa Buresa 

Additional details disclosed! 
Wednesday about Redlich’s| 
past activities and associations 

+ included: * ... 

" WASHINGTON, May 6.—Of- That he was oric of the signers) 
of a leaflet distributed in No-: : ficlal sources Wednesday re- . 

- Nealed additional information! ‘vember by the permanent) 
“4 ; tr student committee for travel: 
about the Communist assocla-: to Cuba which supported the 

tions of Norman Redlich, the; defiance by 53 Americans,| 

. Warren Commission's $100-a- , mostly students, of a State - 

‘day legal consultant. Department ban on travel to 

\ lm tw | ° ‘i - «Cuba. Gime sets 

; ,, Mombers' of ‘Congress: have, One of the 59 Americans, ° 
‘asked the commission, headed a : ; 
by Chief Justice Eari Warren, | +! Phillip Luce, a stuaent, 1S 

40 fire the 38-year-old New, » employed by the Emergency 

‘Yorker since his membership _ Civil Liberties a came 

§n organizations cited as Com- ii which has been cited as Com- 
munist-controlled has become). munist controlled. Redlich is! 

a national councilman of the 
known. : : 

* coramittee. 

    

+ Within recent days it has be- 
« Some known that he is a mem- 

ber of the Emergency Civil; 
. Liberties Committee, the Na-| 
tional Committee to Abolish 
the House UnAmerican Activi-|. 
ties Committee and the Youth, 
Committee to Abolish the 

+ House Un-American Activities 
Committee. 
- The Warren Commission is!’ 
investigating President Ken- 
nedy's assassination, including 
rumors that his death was the 
result of cither a right-wing or   ' Communist plot. 

Redlich and others signed an, 
April 13 newspaper  ad-| 
vertisement condemning the, 
House unAmerican Activities, 
Committee. Another signerj 
was Waldo Frank, one of the 
original organizers of the fair 
play for Cuba committec,). 
which has been cited as a 
Communist front by che Sen-;, 
ate Internal Security Sub-| 

5 committee. 
‘ther signers of the April 13 

wg advertisement included per- 
: © sons who have invoked the 

* protection of the Fifth; 
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‘ 5 4 Amendment rather than an-! : 
: swer questions about any} ae 

, - '@, Communist connections. \ oy 
“Redlich was attorney for Har- 

. 
! ry Magdoff, who invoked the 

£ . . St, oe .: Fifth Amendment May 31. 

: oo, . 4 ‘ .{ 1961, when asked about his 

. _{ Communist ties. Magdoff wasi, 

{ identified in July, 1948, as al- 
Communist. 4 

“| Redlich was among 25 law pro-!+ 
::..) fessors who signed a stale- 

, ment disagreeing with a Su-)? 
preme Court decision requir-|‘ 
ing the Communist Party,|¢ 

1 
{ 

           

  

U,S.A., to register with the 
+} Subversive Activities Con- 
.{ tro) Board. a 
tRedlich has made tpeaches|! 

‘i and signed statements urg-|t 

, 7, é ; ‘| ing abolition of the Houseil 

i ‘ eq gt * = é * * \{ UnAmerican Activities Com-|! 
i . } 

t 
¢ 

; . Sg Be : mittee, a favorite target of 

5 a: : a er Communlstse. 6.69 es 

$ . : re .. He has basa -associsted with 

. ‘ <i e  * oR Fos * 2 . ., appeals fry cossoney: for 
: . “}, Carl Bradea and Franc Wiel 

. kinson, both. “Tes: | Be 
sociated with 
movement. st 2M py as 

OR ee teers eat ot SO 
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C.A. No. 75-1448 ATTACHMENT 9 

  

JOLLAY AND WOLTER A eo 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW “ 

WINTER HAVEN, FLORIDA 

July 21, 1964 
P.©, BOX 979 TELEPHONE: 293-114 

HENRY L. JOLLAY 

RUTHELED B. WOLTER 

Warren Commission 

Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

The enclosed material, which is highly critical of 
certain actions of the Warren Commission and of the State: 
Department, has been distributed by the Florida State 

Elks Americanism Committee to all the members of the 

Elks organization in Florida. 

I am a member of 

comments or additional 

. respect to the matters 
If you wish, I will be 
the State Elks' office 

the Elks and am interested in any 
information you may have with 
discussed in the brochure enclosed. 
glad to pass this material on to 

and request that they advise each 
member of the State Elks organization of the contents of 
your reply. 

RBW: AB 
Enc. 

  
   

Very truly yours, 

a 

/Rutheled B. Wolter
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. A SECURITY RISK ON THE WARREN COMmMATssTOY’ r,¥ 

  

On 12/20/63, Norman Redlich vas hired by the Warren Comaission = named to inves- 
tigate the assassination of President Kennedy - as a $100.00 a day legal consultent, — 

The following is a brief sketch of some of Mre Redlich's activities: 

2.6 He is a member of the National Council «= the governing body - of the _ 32) Emergency Civil Liberties Comittes. This Committee has boen identi- fied by two Congressional committies and the F.B.I. Director, J. Edgar 
Hoover, «8 a commmist front organization which serves, among other ‘things, as a propaganda and legal defense arm for the communists, 

  

Redlich has solicited funds for the legal defense of three youths | _indicted by a Federal Grand Jury lest Ssptember for illegal travel “t to Cuba as guests of Castro's goverment and for “conspiring to TO organises and promote a trip to Cuba in violation of United States (+f travel laws." Loy : 

    

   
   

      

    
     
    
   

     

   

   

  

. Early last yoar, Redlich protested hearings of the House Comittee 
on UneAmerican Activities on violations of State Departaent travel ~ regulations and pro-Cestro propaganda activities in the United 

_ States. Abolition of the House Committee on Un-American Activitiss 
has long been a goal of the communist party. 

On 2/21/64, Abolition News, tho bulletin of the National Committees 
“to Abolish the House Comittee on Un-Anerican Activities, carried 
i», Redlich's name as one of the cormittee's Sponsors. Saven of the ‘thirteen top leaders of this organization are identified communists. 

eS ad as dae, ae   ie eee fy sae ty ae te z se   

In spite of Norman Redlich's background, The Warren Commission has refused to _ terminate his employment and has even given him access, to classified material. 

Last February, the Warren Commission chairman, Chiof Justice Earl Warren, stated ‘that some of the testimony gathered by his commission night not be released in our lifetins. Doesn't it seen unfair that a man who promoted comaumist goals should be payed $100.00 a day by Aaorican taxpayers and even allowed accoss to classified . ‘Baterial, while patriotic Americans are told they might not ever know all the ~~ ar _Pesults of an investigation for which they are paying. . * 

     

ny 

:Those readers who are concerned about this unfair and dangerous situation should 

  

inmediately write their United States Congressman and their two United States 

Senators and demand that Mr. Redlich be dismissed end that ALL of the testimony 
by the Warren Commission be made public. 

: .' J For further details regarding Redlich see Congrossional Record, 5/14/64, Pe 10608 i... and Gongressionsl Record, 5/25/64, pe 11418,



2 

. a - 
oS ’ Lome . , SECURTTY RISKS IN OUR “STATE DEPARTMENT 2 us, 

:A series of recent developments offor a key to exposing security risks now operating in 
- the United States State Department. Since fow Anoricans are aware of the devolopments, it 

* 468 doubtful that a full exposure of the subversivos and thsir dupes will be made miless 
»'the American public is awakened to the facts snd demands action. 

" UERE_ARE THE FACTS: . 

ite A memorandum dated 2/27/65 and signed by the late Scott McLeod, then sdninistrator of 
.ory / the Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs in the State Dapartment, has baen recently 

. turned up by Congressional investigators. Ths memorandua reveals the oxistence of a 
‘secret official list containing the neues of over 800 employees and officers of the 
U.5. State Department who have been declared es escurity risks. Tbe list includos the 
names of pro-conmunists, horosexusls, alcobolics and officers suspected of being coz- 

- munist agents. The list was compiled under the direction of the State Department's 
, top security officer. : . . . 

     

  

     

  

/ 2. A Polish defector from the Sovist Secret Police (EGB), Michal Goleniewski, has bared .-.. 
Ui the existence of "cells® of ths KGB in the U.S. State Dopartasnt and the Csntral zi 
-.Intelligence Agency both in Washington and jn U.S. Embassies overseas. Goleniewski ~~ ~ 

+, algo revesled that: : an , 

~ Throe American scientists with access to classified materiel were KGB agents. 

_ = About $1.2 million of CIA finds in Vienna was secretly passed to the communists, 

- All important embessioes and agenoies of the United States Fexcept the FBI" had 
been infiltrated by at least cne EGB operative. - : : 

  

My: Otto Otopka, ‘top professional security officer of ths State Department, was dieaiosed 
‘*: last November for having cooperated with the Senate Internal Security Committee in its 

    
investigation of tho security situation. Otspka hed put together ths evidence exposing 

. the role played by tho U.S. State Departaent in bringing Castro to power. He vas also 
.,Tesponsible for blocking some security risks from being placed in sensitive positions. 

,WHAT YOU_CAN DO: Write your U.S. Cengressnan and two U.S. Senators and request a full scale 
investigation of the U.S. State Department. Use the facts given in this article and point 
out that the Red penetration of our State Departaent and othar government agencies shovid 
ybs eliminated and halted. It will not colve the problem to merely expose those who ero 
security risks. It will be necogsary to also hold accowtable those officers who employed, 
promoted, and protected these subversives and undesirables. If you desire furthor details 

_ Concerning the security risks in our State Department, we refer you’ to Congressional Rocord, 
"3/3/64, pe 4112 and Congressional Record, 5/26/64, pe AZ?770 tt —— 
-GOCOCOOOOOSOOLOT LOOTED OSE OOOO OO DE LOO OTS O LODO TOT OOF OL OOOSE REDO HUGH ROHD OSHS DULODEEDOOODELD 

. OPERATION CITIZERSHIP- 
Wo would appreciate having those roadars who participats in Operation Citizenship, by 
writing their Congred/sional-Dslegation, complete the fora below and return to: 

  

  

_RAME, ‘* . ELKS AMERICANISM BULLETIN 
: os Pe 0. BOX 966 
ADDRESS " : 2" 4 TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
I wrote ny Congressional Delegation regarding: ( ) The Warren Commission 

whe : to, ( ) The State Department 

We appreciate the many copies of letters which previous participants in Operation 
Citdzonship have mailed to us. I ie . ey, _ 
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ATTACHMENT 10 Cc. A. No. 75-1448 

PO. % fd Wel 
SAMUEL L. DEVINE * . commnetzeok ON INTERSTATE 

{27n District, Ox10 x . AND FOREIGN COMMERCE 

DISTRICT OFFICE: TRANSPORTATION AND 

° Bul : r v &S AERONAUTICS. 
Sooasnassjea Congress of the Giited States 

COMMITTEE ON HOUSE 

ADMINISTRATION 

Bouse of Representatives mine 

EMashingtor, D.C, 
ELECTIONS 

August 28, 1964 

J. Lee Rankin 
General Counsel 

200 Maryland Ave., N.E. 
Washington, D. C. 20002 

Dear Mr. Rankin: 

Thank you for your reply to my inquiry addressed to 

the Chief Justice concerning the method of appointing 
staff members of the President's Commission on the Assassin- 
ation of President Kennedy. 

a 

You probably realize my comments were directed’ at 
Norman Redlich because of his alleged support of Communist- 
front activities. My colleague, Congressman Johansen, 
indicated that Mr. Redlich had maintained his membership 
on the National Council of the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee which has been identified by two Congressional 
Committees and the F.B.I. as a Communist-front activity. 

If this is true, it seems “exceedingly strange that 
a man of this background would be appointed to a 
Commission investigating the circumstances -of the 
assassination of President Kennedy by a Communist oriented 
assassin. 

I am also led to believe that Congressman Gerald 
Ford moved for the dismissal of Norman Redlich from the 
Commission and that his motion was overruled. If this is 
true, it would seem unusual that the members of the staff 
were unanimously cleared by all of the Commissioners. A 
copy of your letter is being sent to Congressman Ford for 
his comments. 

Sincerely, 

= Samuel L: \ = 2 
Representative to Congress 

SLD/mp 
cc: Gerald Ford, M.C. 
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Plaintiff's Exhibit 2 

JIMEDIATS TELEASE NOVESBER 30, 1963 

Offico of tho Whito louse Pross Secretory 

TI WHITE HOUSE 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

RO, 11150 

APPOINTING A COSSISSION TO REPORT UPON THE 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOIR PF, KENNEDY 

Pursuant to the autbority vested in me as President of tho United 
States, I horoby appoint a Commission te ascertain, evaluate and report 

upon the facts relating to the assessination of tho late President John Pe 
Kennedy and tke subsequent violent death of the nan charged with the 

assassination, The Comnission shall consist of-- 

The Chief Justice of the Unitod States, Chairman; 

Senator Richam B, Russell; 

Sonator John Shernan Cooper; 

Congrossran Isle Boggs; 

Congressman Gerald R, Ford; 

Tho Honorablo Allen Wf, Dulles; 

Tho Honorablo John J, L&eCloy, 

Tho purposos of the Cormission aro to examine the evidence 
developed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and any additional 

evidence that may hereafter cone to light or be uncovered by federal 

-or stato authorities; to reke such further investigation as tho Comuis- 

sion finds desirablo; to evaluate all the facts and circumstances sux 

rounding such assassination, including the subsequent vivlent death of 
the man charged with the assassination, and to report to re <ts Zindings 
end conclusions, 

The Commissicn is empowered to prescribe its own procedures 

and to erploy such assistants as it deems necessary. 

Kecessery expenses of the Commission may be paid fron the’, 
“Erergency Fund for the President", 

All Executive departments and agencios are directed to furnish 
the Commission with such facilities, services and cooperation as it 
may request fron tine to tine, 

LYNDON B, JONSON 

TiZ WHITE HOUS3, 

Novenber 29, 1963,



    

  

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

eoecesoecececec ee eos e eo eoese see ores eee 

HAROLD WEISBERG, 

Plaintiff, 

Civil Action No. 75-1448 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINIS- 
TRATION, 

Defendant 
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SUMMARY JUDGMENT 

Upon consideration of plaintiff's motion for summary judgment 

with respect to the May 19, 1964, Warren Commission executive 

session transcript, the exhibits attached thereto and the entire 

record herein, and it appearing to the Court that there are no 

genuine issues of material fact and that plaintiff is entitled to 

judgment as a matter of law, it is by the Court this 

day of , 1976, 

ORDERED, that plaintiff's motion is hereby granted; and it 

is further 

ORDERED, that defendant shall make the May 19, 1964, Warren 

  

Commission executive session transcript available to plaintiff 

J}within five days of the date of this order. 

  

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE      


