UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

.

HAROLD WEISBERG,
Plaintiff,

Civil Action No. 75-1448

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINIS-
TRATION,

Defendant
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AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES HIRAM LESAR

I, James Hiram Lesar, being first duly sworn, depose as
follows:

1. In order to aid the Court's in camefa inspection of the
May 19, 1964, Warren Commission executive session transcript, I
telephoned Mr. Marion Johnson of the National Archives and request-
ed that the AréhivesAprovide Mr. Weisberg with copies of all rec-
ords in the Warren Commission's PC-8 file pertaining to the right-
wing political campaign against two Warren Commission staff mem-
bers. I named Mr. Norman Redlich as one of these staff mémbers;
Mr. Johnson volunteered that Mr. Joseph A. Ball was the other.

2. On June 28, 1976, the National Archiveé gave me some 354
pages of Warren Commission papers relating to the campaign against
Ball and Redlich and the Warren Commission's response to it.

3. Since that time, Mr. Weisberg and I have both reviewed
these records. In the interest of time I, rather than Mr. Weisbergj

am executing an affidavit summariziné their contents.
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4. While the records obtained on Messrs. Ball and.Redlich
are not complete, they establish that the National Archives has
made no discernible effort to restrict public access to the defama-
tory materials on these Warren Commission staff members in its
possession.

5. The records on New York University Law Professor Norman
Redlich begin with ﬁis personal letter to Chief Justice Earl War-
ren of December 1, 1963, which congratulated Warren on his appoint-
ment as head of the President's Commission on the assassination of
President Kennedy and offered hié assistance. [Attachment i] A
copy of a "biographical sketch" which Mr. Redlich submitted to the
Warren Commission is attached to a January 10, 1964, routing slip
addressed to Mr. Howard P. Willens, an Assistant Counsel to the
Warren Commission. [Attachment 2]

6. The great mass of the records in the PC-8 file reflect a
vicious and virulent campaign by right-wing political organizations
and commentators to smear Prof. Redlich and force the Warren Com-—
mission tb fire him so that its findings "will have no taint of
communist connections." [Attachment 3]

7. The campaign against Prof. Redlich began as early.as Feb-
ruary 12, 1964, when Tocsin, an Oakland, California paper describ-
ing itseif as "The West's Leading Anti-Communist Weekly", printed
a front-page story claiming that a "prominent member of a Communist
front", Mr. Redlich, was a member of the Warren Commission staff.
[Attachment 4]

8. Less than two weeks later, Francis J. McNamara, Director
of the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC), sent Con-
gressman Gerald Ford a "report" on Norman Redlich compiied from un-
evaluated information contained in HUAC files. [Attachment 5]

This "report" listed Prof. Redlich as a speaker, sponsor, Or sSup-—




porter of three "communist fronts", each of which was engéged in
activities to abolish HUAC, the compiler of this "report"”.

9. These files refer to at least two broadcasts against Mr.
Redlich which were carried nation-wide by the electronic media,
one by Paul Harvey on ABC, the other by Fulton Lewis, Jr. bn Mutual
Mr. Weisberg has informed me that Mr. Lewis employed several former
members of HUAC's staff on his own staff,‘and this his son, Fulton
Lewis, III, made a movie in defense of HUAC and spearheaded its
use of public funds to resist the efforts made to terminate it by
legal and proper means. l

10. Local radio stations and newspapers joined in the cam-
paign against Mr. Redlich. Citizens and members of civic organi-
zations frequently attached copies of such broadcasts and newspaper
clippings to angry, hate-filled letters which they sent to' their
Congressman, the Commission, and Chief Justice Warren himself.
[Attachments, G-é]

11. By March 16, 1964, this campaign caused the Warren Com-
mission's General Counsel, Mr. J. Lee Rankin, to request that the
FBI conduct a full field investigation of Messrs. Ball and Redlich.
The campaign against Mr. Redlich also evoked a response from his
friends and supportersl not to mention concerned citizens ana the
members of at least one civic organization. Thus, the PC-8 file
also contains letters of praise from members of the New York Univer
sity law faculty and a twenty-one page petitibn which his friends
and students submitted on his behalf.

12. Ultimately, the members of the Warren Commission met in
executivé session on May 19, 1964, to discuss the allegations
raised against Ball and Redlich. The files contain some indication

that Congressman Gerald Ford moved for the dismissal of Mr. Redlich




from the Commission staff. [Atttachment 10] The Commission, how-
ever, sent out a form leéter stating:
Oon May 19, 1964, at a meeting attended

by all the Commissioners, the Commission

unanimously cleared all the members of its

staff to handle classified information.

The members of the staff who were cleared

included Mr. Redlich.

13. The Warren Commission was unique in that only two of its
seven members were from the Democratic Pafty and none were from the
wing of the Democratic Party represented by the murdered President,
John F. Kennedy. Two liberals on the Commission's staff were sub-
jected at the outset to a sustained campaign §f public villifiéa—
tion which diverted the Commission's energies and very limited re-
sources from the important tasks at hand. The impairment to the
Commission's proper and unfettered functioning caused by his cam-
paign is an important matter of public interest. Congressman
Gerald Ford's performance on the Warren Commission, including his
role in the campaign against Mr. Redlich, is also a matter of pub-
lic interest, particularly in a year in which he is a candiate for
the office of President.

14. Under Exemption 6 which the government has invoked as a
justification for continuing to suppress the May 19 executive
session transcript, the Court must weigh the public interest agains
the harm which might be caused an individual by an invasion of his
right of personal privacy. Having reviewed the Warren Commission's
PCc-8 file, it is my judgment that the public interest in disclosure
of the May 19 transcript far outweighs any right of privacy which
might be claimed on behalf of Messrs. Ball and Redlich. In fact,
this file makes it abundantly clear £hat subject matter of that

executive session has been public knowledge for the pasE twelve

years. It has been broadcast over the airwaves, printed in news-
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paperé, newsletters, and the Congressional Record. Whatever claim
to an invasion of personal privacy might have been advanced on be-
half of Messrs. Ball and Realich evapérated when the National Ar-
chives made its collection of defamatory materials available to the
public. Since Messrs. Ball and Redlich were reportedly cleared as
a result of the action taken by the Warren Commission at its May
19, 1964, executive session, I am of the opinion that further sup-
pression of the transcript of that session only serves the politi-
cal interests of Commission member Gerald Ford in hiding his part
in the campaign against them. . Such suppressi&n certainly does not
serve the public interest, nor can it further harm individuals who
are already throughly villified in the publicly available records.
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

Before me this <7 //2 day of July, 1976, deponent James
Hiram Lesar has appeared and signed this affidavit, first having

sworn that the statements made therein are true.

My commission expires oo X 'Y (979 g
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THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA




No. 75-1448

ATTACHMENT 1

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY T T
SCHOOL OF LAW /)_0 gl m

WASHINGTON SQUARE, NEW YORK 3, N.Y.

AREA CODE 212 SP 7-2000

FACULTY OF LAW V. .
Decenber 1, 1963

Chief Justice Zarl C, Varren
United States Surreme Court :
m™ '
~'o P

“ashington , L.

LCear Justice Varren, ) . ) )
Your appointment as head of the Presid=ntizl Commission was gratifying
to all of us who have admired your work and who recognize the importance of
the task you are undertaking, ‘
Like mest citizens I wo:lc like to contribubte in some way at
do nct know vhat nlans your Commission has for legal shaff, but if

anything I could do to help, please call on me,

this time, I
bthere is

Sincerely,

Norman cedlich
Professor of Law
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ATTACHMENT 2 Cc. A. No

GSA Form 74 GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

October 1953
ROUTING SLIP

. BUILDING, ROOM NUMBER, ETC.

W [l

3.

4,

5.

FOR— _

D APPROVAL D IMMEDIATE ACTION D RECOMMENDATION
D AS REQUESTED D INITIALS E D SEE ME
D CORRECTION D NECESSARY ACTION D SIGNATURE
D FILING D NOTE AND RETURN E}U(EOMENT
D FULL REPORT D READ AND DESTROY YOUR INFORMATION
D HANDLE DIRECTLY D ALLOTMENT SYMBOL . D——___
D PREPARE REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF
D ANSWER OR ASKNOWLEDGE BEFORE

Tl 7,

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1957 0-F—431103

75-1448




Biographical Sketch - Norman Redlich

Born - November 12, 1925, New York, New York.

B

BA - Williams College (Magna Cum Laude) - 1947

11.B. - Yale law School (Magna Cum Laude) - 1950
While at Yale was Executive Editor of the Yale Law -
Journal and ranked first in class.

LL.M,. - New York University School of Law - 1955,

After a career in business and-law entered the full-time teaching of
law in 1959 at New York University School of Law. Achieved rank of
Associate Professor in 1960 and Professor of Law in 1962.

Honorary SOclet:Les. Phi Beta Kappa and Order of the Coif

Memberships: American Bar Association and Association of the Bar of ‘
the City of New York.

Current Professional Activities: Counsel, New York Committee to Abolish -

’ Capital Punishment. Member of the Com- Ll :
mission on Law and Social Action of the E
American Jewish Congress. Member of the F

Advisory Board of the New York University
Institute on Federal Taxation. Editor-.
in-chief of Tax Law Review of New York
Un:l.ver51ty School of Law. .

Civic Activities: Member of Planning Board No. 2 of Borough of Manhattan. -
’ ‘Member of Executive Board of the Greenwich Village Assn.

Publications: Have written for the Tax Law Review, New York Uniy.Law
Review, Syracuse Law Review, author of the Constitutional
Law Article in the Annual Survey of New York Law.

Military Servicé: United States Army - 1943 to 1945.

Overseas Service: 100th Infantry Division - 1944 to 1945, Received
Combat Infantryman s Award. ’

Married Evelyn Jane Grobow, M.D., June 3, 1951. Three Children ages 3, 7, and 9.
Residence: 29 Washington Square, New York City.




ATTACHMENT 3 C. A. No. 75-1448

Pal_ .
}\.,,Uc{' '\/IL\p
@l;e Wirginia Sunwig of the ﬁnna of the American Reuolution

THOMAS NELSON JUNIOR CHAPTER

PRESIDENT # VICE-PRESIDENT SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR
EDWIN K. PHILLIPS HON. CONWAY H. SHEILD, JR. CAPT. ROBERT W. ORRELL
P. O. Box 18 232 JAMES RIVER DRIVE e T
NEWPORT NEWS, VA, ® NEWPORT NEWS, VA, CARDINAL, VA.

TREASURER . CHAPLIN
DOUGLAS M. BRAXTON THE REV. MR. SAMUEL H. SAYRE

3201 CHESAPEAKE AVE, MATHEWS, VA,

T OHAupPTON, VA,

THE WARREN COMMISSION,

THOMAsS NELSON JR.
COMMEMORATIVE

CoMMITTEE . Chief Justice Earl Warren
W. M. HARRISON, CHAIRMAN Senator Richard B. Russell
THE DalLy Facss, Inc; Senator John Sherman Cooper

NEWPORT NEWS, VA,

Representative Gerald Ford

L A Representative Hale Boggs

219 - 27TH STREET

NEWPORT NEWS, VA. A " . Mr. John J. McCloy
ARTHUR D. STRONG . Mr, Allen Dulles :
P. O. Box 1867 : Chief Counsel J. Lee Rankin

WILLIAMSBURG, VA.

GREETINGS:

Whereas, it has come.to the attention of the Thomas Nelson Jr., Chapter of the
Sons of the American Revolution, that the Warren Commission appointed to investigate
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy has employed as an assistant one,
Norman Redlich, a former professor of New York University.

Whereas, Mr. Redlich has definite associations with known communist fronts,
and particularily, the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, so designated by the
House Committee on Un-American Activities. Recently Mr. Redlich's name appeared
as a co-signer in a large advertisement in the NEW YORK TIMES as a birthday .
celebration for the ECLC.

Whereas, this Chapter has taken notice of the above information,

Therefore, be it Resolved that this Chapter, by Resolution, requests the removal
of Mr. Redlich from the Warren Commission work so that its findings, when made public,
will have no taint of communist direction, because the alleged assassin of our former
President had definite communist connections. ;

It was requested that the Chapter Secretary forward the above Resolution to each
member of the Warren Commission, the Virginia Senators and Representatives in
Washington.

By direction of Chapter President,
9 June 1964 _ ' Edwin K, Phillips,
Chapter Meeting : ' :
copies to: : v ‘Secretary
President Liyndon B. Johnson
President General of S. A, R,

Virginia D, A. R.
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover




ATTACHMENT 4

C.A. No.

75-1448

! Yol. 5, No. 6

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, FEBRUARY 12, 1964

20 Cents

Lﬁ'fON WARBEN COMMISSION STAFF

trecting .5 aaalsienl. t0-ide con>
i - { mission.

3 B Redlich ig listed on a July 1833 letter-
i " heed of the Emergency Civil Liberties

Commiitos as a member of the group’s

tive committsa. The Emergency

: P Red-Fronter in

S . " students accused of violating state sedi-

L; . He is Norman Redlich, a professor at. ...

io New Ycrk University Law Sehool, who is.
(=

“ln the Co-ops

Deatih Probe

ization and required so to register under
the McCarran Internal Security Act. The
other involved three University of Indiana

tion laws while members of the Trotsky-
Ita-Communist. Young Socialist Alliance.

Redlich had earlier publicly condemned
a decision by the Supreme Court to en-
force registration by Commupists under
the McCarran Act, according lo the Com-
raunist Worker of June 24, 1962.

The Worker also names Redlich as
among “notables (who) denounce attack
on tite peace movement” during the 1862
hearings by the House Committee on Un-
American Activities on the avowedly
Communist-backed Women for Peace or-
ganization (Worker, Dec. 18, 1962).

A member of the advisory committee-
information of the New York Council to
Abolish the HCUA, Redlich signed a peti-
tion in the New York Times Feb. 22,
1662, condemning the anti-subversive
committee.

He was a scheduled speaker Feb. 24,
1831, at an anti-HICUA meeting in New
York City, along with Frank J. Donner,
an Identified Communist lawyer. Spon-
sor of the meeting was the Emergency
Civil Liberties Committee,

The Communists

Jdentifted Communists elected 2 con-
grezsmen of the Northern - California
chain of Consumers Cooperatives last
gsummer Included Charles G. Drasnin,
Russian-born former veterans director of
the South Berkeley branch of the Com-
munist Party.

Drasnin, 59, of 746 61st St, Oakland,
was elected to serve at the Telegraph
Avenue Co-op center in Berkeley.

A registéred Communist voter in Ala-
meda County In the 1940's, Drasnin later
listed his afliation with the Communist-
;gn Independent Progressive Party until

85. &
~ He wes convicted of illegally distribu-
ting Co=amunist literature during a 1841
Esit Bay strike.

Drasnin s wed to the former Wenonah
rgedobky who has recently served as

(coutinued on page 3)




ATTACHMENT 5 C.A. No. 75-1448

- GERALD R.FORD . A COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN : 5 H

WASHINGTON, D.C., ADDRESS:
HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

R Congress of the nited States S

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, ADDRESS!
425 CHERRY STREET SE.

GRAND RAPIDS 2, MichioAN Bouge of Repregentatives L
Washingtow, B, €. T j‘""-“'=""»""-~+f~1v
March 27, 1964 i

Mr. Lee Rankin, General Counsel

Presidential Commission on the Assassination
of President Kennedy

Washington, D. C.

Dear Lee,

Pursuant to your telephone call this afternoon I am forwarding

to you a letter I recelved from Francis J. McNamara dated
February 27th with certain enclosures. Also enclosed is a letter
which I received from Mr. McNamara dated March 17th.

When the enclosed have served your purposes will you please return
them.

Warmest personal regards.




EIGHTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS

EDWIN E. WILLIS, LA., CHAIRMAN

WILLIAM M. TUCK, VA, AUGUST E. JOHANSEN, MICH, C

JOE R. POOL, TEX. DONALD C. BRUCE, IND, CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
RICHARD H. ICHORD, MO. HENRY C. SCHADEBERG, WIS,

GEORGE F.SENNER, JR., ARIZ.  JOHN M. ASHBROOK, OHIO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES
WASHINGTON

FRANCIS J. MCNAMARA, DIRECTOR

FRANK S. TAVENNER, JR., GENERAL COUNSEL
ALFRED M. NITTLE, COUNSEL

February 27, 1964

Honorable Gerald R. Ford
351 House Office Building
Washington, D, C.

Dear Congressman Ford:

Pursuant to conversations he has had with you, Mr., Willis has
asked me to forward to you the enclosed reports on Norman Redlich, staff
member of the President's Commission on the Assassination of President
Kennedy, and on Mark Lane, who unsuccessfully attempted to represent the
interests of Lee Harvey Oswald before the Commission,

Re: Norman Redlich Report

The first sheet of this report, which contains only references
to groups officially cited as Communist, is the normal report furnished
by the Committee in response to requests for information on Redlich, The
second page, as noted, contains references. to activities not officially
cited as Communist, They are being furnished only to members of the Com-
mission who desire information on Redlich because they shed additional
light on his activities or association with groups and causes which ==
though not officially cited as Communist =- are Communist influenced,
originated, or oriented.

) It may interest you to know that during the past few days Frank
Wilkinson, who has been‘identified as a member of the Communist Party by
two witnesses who have appeared before this Committee, has been in the
House Office Building attempting to '"lobby" Members to vote against this
Committee's appropriation for the current year. Wilkinson is the Executive
Director of the National Committee to Abolish the House Un-American
Activities Committee, a group cited as Communist by this Committee in House
Report 1278 of the 87th Congress. :

Wilkinson has been distributing in the House Office Building the
February 21, 1964 issue of "Abolition News,'" bulletin of the National Com-
mittee to Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee, which lists
"Prof, Norman Redlich, Law, New York University,'" as one of the sponsors
of the committee, A reproduction of this bulletin is enclosed for your
information,

wnn
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It may also interest you to know that certain facts on
Redlich's background are now in the "public domain." Enclosed is a re-
production of page 1l .of the February 12, 1964 issue of "Tocsin," a West
Coast newsletter, which features an item on Redlich, " %

Re: Mark Lane Report

The two-page report, dated February 10, 1964, is the normal re-
port furnished by the Committee in response to requests for information on
Mark Lane, The longer report, dated February 20, 1964, cantains supplemen=-
tary information of the same general character as the information contained
on the second sheet of the report on Mr, Redlich, and is being furnished
for the same reasons,

Sincerely yours, ) -
ﬂ“’—‘«c’xL - 2”¢/4§;u A tA i
. . Franclsé J. McNamara
Enclosures Director
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’ INFORMATION FROM THE FILES OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES

! . : U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES i2oA) /(] e

i e, //,,,.,,,
. DATE: . February 24, 1964 .
FOR: Honorable Gerald R. Fo?d - ) S s Sai -

This Committee makes NO EVALUATION in this report. The following is only a com-
pilation of recorded public material contained in our files and should not be construed
as representing the results of any investigation or finding by the Committee. The fact
that the Committee has information as set forth below on the subject of this report is e
not per se an indication that this 1ndividual, organization, or publication is subversive,
unlsss specifically stated.

. ~ Symbols in parentheses after the name of any organization or publication mentioned .....- . .
‘herexn indicate that the organization or publication has been cited as being subversive
by one or more Federal authorities. The name of each agency is denoted by a capital
letter, as follows: A—Attorney General of the United States; C—Committee on Un-American
Activities; I—Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee; J—Senate
Judiciary Committee; and, S—Subversive Activities Control Board. The numerals after
each letter represent the year in which that agency first cited the organization or
publication. (For more complete information on citations,- see this Committee’s "Guide

to Subversive Organizations and Publications.")

' COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP
.. Ho eviderca. -

. COMMUNIST FRONIS

1955=- EMERGENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE (C=1958; 1=1956) ’
E196.3 o Speaker on the Fifth Amendment at Conference on an Appeal to Congress for a
Rebirth of Freedom, New York City, April 16, 1955, [Call and Program of Conferenca]

.-+ To speak at meeting called to promote abolition of House Committea on Un-Amgrican

- Activities, February 24, 1961, Few Yozk City. {The Worker, February 19, 1961, p. 12] '

National Council membet. ["Righta. an ECIC publication, May, 1961, p. 6; la:!e:-
heads, January 9, May and December 1962, April 29 and Gctober 1, 1963]

Among 25 professors who signed a statement published by ECLC condemning the
Supreme Court decision of June 5, 1961 upholding the registration provisions of the
Internal Security Act. [The Worker, June 24, 1962, p. 14] E

¥BW YORK COUNCIL TO ABOLISH THE HOUSE UN=AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE {C=1961)
Spongor of rally to be held April 21, 1961, New York City, jointly spongored by ths

sbove organization and Youth to Abolish the Bo-usa Un-American Activities Committea -

(C-1961). [letterhead, April 15, 1961; and press release, April 21, 1961, pp. 12 & 12
Meumber, Advisory Committee (in formationm). [letterheads, April 20 & Oct. 12, 1962] !
Signer of statement protesting HCUA's hearings of May 6, 1963 on Violations of

State Department Travel Regulations and Pro-Cagtro Propaganda Activities in the

United States. [press release, May 6, 1963 p. 2}

YOUTH TO ABOLISH THE HOUSE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTER (C=1961)
Sponsor of rally to be held April 21, 1961, New York City, jointly sponsored by the
above organization and NHew York Council to Abolish the House Un=American Ac:ivities ;

: Committee (C~1961). [See item above under New York Counci A
Un=Amorican Activities cm::ee] euscil to Abolish the House







