
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EK) THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBI¢ "3 

HAROLD WEISBERG, } i 

ss Plainei£é ) | 

-v- Civil Action No. 75-1448 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, : 

. Defendant | 

  

DEFENDANT'S RESPONSE TO PLAINTIFF'S SECOND 
REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS 

Defendant, by its attorney, the United States Attorney for _ “ 

the District of Columbia, produces herewith, insofar as they 

exist and are in defendant's custody, those documents requested 

by plaintivets second request fox production of documents filed : : 

May 4, 1976. - “x 

Fiche LY heir a | 
MICHAEL J. RYAN ( / 
Assistant United States Attorney 

Certificate of Service 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that service of the foregoing Defendant's 

Response to Plaintiff's Second Request for Production of Documents i 

with attachment has been made upon James Hiram Lesar, Esq., 1231 

4th Street, S.W., Washington, D. C. 20024 on this 9th day of June, 1976. 

: Frichat O (Oran 
MICHAEL J. RYAN 7 | GY 
Assistant United States Attorney 

U.S. District Courthouse 

Room 3421 : 

Washington, D. C. 20001 
Telephone: 426-7375 

  

  

 



  

    

CIVIL ACTION NO, 75-1448 

NO. 1 - A signed copy of the November 7, 1964, letter from Mr. J. Lee 

Rankin to Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbach, as well as any draft or 

other version of that letter which differs in any respect from the unsigned 

copy attached to Dr. Rhoads! answers to plaintiff's second set of 

' interrogatories. 

We have been unable to locate a signed copy of the November 7, 1964, 

letter from Rankin to Katzenbach or any draft or other version of the 

letter which differs in any respect from the unsigned copy attached to 

Dr. Rhoads' response to the plaintiff's second set of interrogatories.



rr 

  

    

CIVIL ACTION NO. 75-1448 

NO. 2 - The August 17, 1966, letter of Assistant Attorney General 

Wozencraft referred to in the March 27, 1974, letter from Dr. Rhoads 

to CIA Director William Colby. 

’ Attached. 
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AUG 17 1966 

Dr. Robert H, Bahmer 

Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Service 

Washington, D.C, 20408 

Dear Dr, Bahmer: 

I have been asked to reply to the informal inquiries 

which you and the Deputy Administrator of General Services, 

Joe E, Moody, have made to this Department concerning the 

authority and procedures for releasing for public disclo~ 

sure certain of the documentary material that was produced 

or acquired by the President's Commission on the Assassi- 

nation of President Kennedy (the Warren Commission). 

  

  
The Commission has, of course, completed its inves-~ 

tigation, submitted its report, and transferred all of 

its records, papers, and other documentary material to 

-the National Archives for preservation, Many scholars 

and other persons are anxious to study that material, 

  

j 
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Last year, the Executive departments and agencies 

which had furnished documentary material to the Commis- 

sion developed certain guidelines for determining which i 

of the items they had furnished could be released to the , 

public, As a result of the applications of those guide- _ 

lines, approximately two thirds of that material has been i 

made available to the public, Se 

ae
 

“b
> 

ae
 Since the Commission did not provide any guidance or 

_ impose any restrictions in this regard at the time that 

its files were transferred to your agency, since the Com- 

mission is now out of existence, and since your agency is 

now the receiver and custodian of the records of the Com- 
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mission, this Department believes the Administrator of > 

General Services, acting through you and your staff, is peu 

now in the same legal and administrative position with pa 
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‘respect to the records, papers, and other documentary 
material transferred to your agency by the Commission, as 
the Commission was prior to that transfer. 

Consequently, we believe that your agency has the 
authority and obligation to review that material and to 

= determine which of it should be made available to, or 
“withheld from,the public at this time, and to conden 
- subsequent reviews of such material at reasonable inter- 
vals until all of it is released, In this regard, we 
believe it would be appropriate for your reviews of that 
material to be made in conformity with the guidelines 
which were developed and applied by the various Executive 
departments and agencies with respect to the material they 

: had contributed to the Commission. However, we do not con- 
“sider those guidelines as imposing absolute standards. for 

the release or disclosure of Commission-produced material 
in your custody. If in any specific case a sound legal 
basis exists for withholding or for releasing any such 
material notwithstanding provisions of the guidelines, 
your agency should, of course, disregard the guidélines, 

: Similarly, if sound archival or other principles or rea- 
“sons, not inconsistent with law, exist for disregarding 

*’ the guidelines in some particular case, we believe that it 
' would be appropriate for your agency to disregard the guide- 

ae lines in that case, If any significant legal problem should 
1 arise in this regard, the Department of Justice will, of 

course, be happy to assist you in any way that we can, 

rank M, 0 STE 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

      

    
Sincerely, 
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CIVIL ACTION NO, 75-1448 ‘ 

. NO, 3 - Any correspondence or other form of communication between 

the Department of Justice, the National Archives, or the Central 

Intelligence Agency with regard to the review of Warren Commission 

documents which the National Archives made in 1967 at the request of 

the Department of Justice. 

Copies. of correspondence with the CIA in 1967 regarding review of Warren 

Commission documents are attached. There was no correspondence with 

the Justice Department that year concerning review of Warren Commission 

documents. 

i
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Memo to the Files 

A meeting was held on August 17, 1966, in the Office of Mr. Wazencraft, Assistant 

Attorney General for the Office of General Counsel, attended by about a dozen 
officials of the Department.of Justice (including Messrs. Wozencraft, Reis, Simms, 

_Slawson, Mondello, and Malley) and Bahmer, Hironds » and Marion Johnson of NARS. 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss all important outstanding problems with 

regard to the records of the Warren Commission, particularly those relating to: 

1. WNARS' assumption of responsibility for access determinations 

2. Transfer of items of evidence from the FBI to NARS 

  

3.’ Review of the NARS list of recommended vesting actions and problems anticipated - 
after vesting occurs. 

  

  
The following decisions were made: 

  

1. NARS will.review the Warren Commission records and attempt to apply, on a 
tentative basis, the guidelines set forth by the White House for agency 
review of records furnished by them to the Commission; Mr. Slawson will then 
review these tentative determinations and will provide informal guidance and 
counsel with regard thereto 

  2. The Office of General Counsel will send a letter to the FBI authorizing the 
: transfer of items of evidence to NARS. Mr. Malley will then get in touch 

with Mr. Rhoads to make arrangements for the transfer. 

  

3. An official of NARS (probably Rhoads ) will participate in the Justice Depart- 

mins ment review of the list of items of evidence under consideration for vesting. 

4, The Justice Department will attempt to work out an arrangement with the 
Kennedy family to permit vesting of the clothing worn by President Kennedy 
at the time of his assassination in return for an agreement not to permit 

the public exhibit of these items for a specified period of time. 

  

  

5. Mr. Reis expressed an interest in trying to determine the location (and 

the transfer to official custody) of the autopsy photographs and X-rays. 

Ce nnuds medrol 
uJames B, Rhoads 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 

2 OCT 1967 

Dr. Robert H. Bahmer 

Archivist of the United States 

National Archives and Records Service 

_ Washington, D.C, 20408 

Dear Dr, Bahmer: 

We appreciated the opportunity to review the documents fur- 

‘ nished by Mr. Marion Johnson to this Agency on 15 August 1967. 

Pursuant to your written request of 14 August 1967, we have made 

appropriate recommendations on the lists provided by Mr. Johnson, 

As you will note, we have no objections to the release of the following 
items: 2 : 

List No, 1 

1, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 22, 23, 26 

List No. 2 - v - 
4, 8, ll, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 24, ‘26, 27, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39, 
41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 49, 50, 52, 57, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64,-65 

The above releases apply only to the exact document(s) listed 
and not to related items in the Commission's possession, We also 

note that other agencies concerned will be consulted, as appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas H. Karamessines 

Deputy Director for Plans 

Attachments: a/s 

CLASSITICATION CANCELED 
By authority of: CRALO. : ~~) fofro]a 5 
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