UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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HAROLD WEISBERG,
Plaintiff,

Civil Action No. 75-1448

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINIS-
TRATION,

Defendant

©© 0098560060005 0600000000000 006090so0S0

REQUEST FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS

Pursuant to Rule 34 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure,
plaintiff requests that within 30 aays the defendant produce and
permit plaintiff to make copies of the following documents:

1. The cover or face sheets of the January 21 and June 23,
1964, Warfen Commission executive session transcripts.

2. The November 5, 1975, affidavit of Mr. Charles A. Briggs,
Chief of Services Staff, Diréctorate of Operations, Central
Intelligence Agency, referred to in the answer to plaintiff's
interrogatory No. 25.

3. All correspondence exchanged between the National
Archives and Records Service or the General Services Administra-
tion and the New Republic or Mr. Tad Szulc with respect to the
January 21, May 19, and June 23,1964, Warren Commission executive
session transcripts.

4. All communications exchanged between the Central In-

telligence Agency and the National Archives and Records Service or




the General Services Administration with regard to the classifica-
tion, declassification, or review of classification of the January
21, January 22, January 27, and June 23, 1964, Warren Commission
executive session transcripts. -

5. Any letters sent to members of the Warren Commission as a
result of the Januafy 18, 1965, White House directive to the At-
torney General that he find out how the Warren Commission viewed
the problem of the public availability of its records. Also, the
response of any Warren Commission member to any such letters. [A
copy of the January 18, 1965, directive is attached hereto as
plaintiff's Exhibit E]

6. Any instruction from the Warren Commission to its General
Counsel, Mr. J. Lee Rankin, ordering him to classify the January
21 or June 23, 1964, or any other executive session transcripts.

7. Any document ordering Ward & Paul to classify the January
21 or June 23, 1964, or any other Warren Commission executive
session transcripts.

8. Any statement of views on the public availability of
Warren Commission records solicited of the following agencies:
thé Federal Bureau of Investigation, Secret Service, Central Intel-
ligence Agency, Department of State, and Department of Defense.
Also, the letters soliciting these views from the foregoing
agencies. [The statements of these agencies are summarized in the
"Attachment" to the April 13, 1965, Attorney General's memorandum
re "Public Availability of Materials Delivered to the National
Archives by the President's Commission on the Assassination of
President Kennedy" which is attached hereto as Exhibit F]

9, The statement of views of Mr. Howard P. Willens of the

Criminal Division of the Department of Justice referred to in the




last paragraph of the January 15, 1965, letter from Lawson B.
Knott, Jr. to Gordon Chance. [A copy of this letter is attached

hereto as Exhibit G]

Plaintiff requests that copies of the above documents be

mailed to his attorney within 30 days.

JAMES H. LESAR
1231 Fourth Street, S. W.
Washington, D. C. 20024

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day of February,
1976, mailed a copy of the foregoing Request for Production of
Documents to Asssistant United States Attorney Michael J. Ryan,

Room 3421, United States Courthouse, Washington, D. C. 20001.

JAMES H. LESAR
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strongly to a report that the National Archives wi
for 75 years, .certain Warren Commission records.

létter, we asked National Archives for a l?ackground memo

for a suggested reply to Mayor Johnson. .

~ National Archives has met our request and attached at Tab 2

© 'memo, with enclosures, which recommends th

- treated on the same basis as other investigative records
' speaking, they not be made avai

and

2. While the GSA memo, seems to me to h
special nature of the Warren Commission investiga

fullest possible disclosure of all the findings, I believe that a

lable to the public for a period of 75 yearxs.

a letter which the President recently received .
lowa, and which objécts rather '
11 not make available to the

On receiving this/ =" -
on the subject and -

sion Repoité and Working Papers .\

is a copy of a GSA e o

that, generally

ave some merit, in view of the very
tion and the desirability of the -
further study should *

. " be made on the feasibility' and advisability of making an exception, in this particular
J i case, to the normal 75-year disclosure procedure. In this regard, and because of
: ::_'lthe legal ramifications involved, I would appreciate it very much if you would
4 ~direct the Justice Department, in consultation with other appropriate agencies, to R
f . - coordinate this study. The study should include, but not necessarily be limited to,” «'
4 ¥ answers to such questions as the following: o T we ey, S
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What alternatives ar
aim of "'fullest possible disclosure'
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3 " national security or the dictates of good sense? For example, can some ot >
] 'y, . most of the material be released in two years? Five years? Can certain_ ~%°
.. . categories of the public (e.g. scholars) receive special treatment? " o :

.(b) How does the Warren Commission view this problem (particularly the - :

- Chief Justice and Lee Rankin) ? ©355%" n gt T E L e "
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Attachment

Summary of Views of Intercsted Rederal Agencles
Concerning the Disclosure to the Public of Materlals
Delivered to the Natlonal Archives by the President's
Commission on the Assagsination of President Kennedy.

In response to inquiry by the Department of Justice, the federal
agencles which submitted reports ot other materials to the President’s
Commission expressed the following views regarding the disclosure of

thege materials to. the public,

l. Féderal Bureau of Investigation. The Federal Bureau of
Investigation recognizes that hateriols furnished by it for use by

% the Presldent’s Commission, except those which were clagsificd for

i reasons Of national security, are in the public domaln., Most of the
"% ‘materlal furnished by the Bureau was unclassified. Seccurity clagsifi=
" , cation was neccssary in some Instances to prevent the {dentification
‘. of confidential informants, to protect the secrecy of confidential

" fnvestigative techniques, tO avold disclosure of information showing

', .. the Bureau's coverage of the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D.C.,
"4, and to malntain the clasgsification {mposed by other agencies on

¢+ Information furnished by them to the Bureau, T he Bureau believes
+-i ." that classifled material should be disclosed only to persons having

the necessary security clearance.

The Bureau believes that anonhér problem is presented by

. unclasgsified material, some of which contains reportg of rumor,

ossip, and similar data involving innocent people, Some of this
unclassified material contains the results of extensive investigations
of Mrs. Marina Oswald and various agsoclates of the Oswalds, Dis-
clogure of such material, the Bureau believes, would be a source of
unwarranted embarragsment to the people concerned. Some material -
contained in unclassified documents was furnished to the Bureau in
confidence by sources such as banks and hotels. The records of
these gources cannot be produced except pursuant (o & court order.

. Public disclosure of this information might cause the Burcau to lose

the cooperation of such souxces in the future and might subject the
gources to clvil sult. ' e :
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A scparate problem g presented by records of the Burcau's
. * lnvestigation of Mr. Jack Ruby, whose conviction for the murder of
"+ Oswald {g atlll under review in the Texas courts.

e WL The Bureau, which has retained records of all material furnished
.. tothe President's Commisslion, is prepared to examine all classified
-~ documents In order to extract the classified information and make the
- remalnder avallable to the public. In addition, the Bureau is prepared
- 1o roview the classification of all classified documents at least once
.- . ayear and at any time in response to a specific inquiry concerning the
"+ clagslficatlon of a partcular document.

While polnting out the problems nored above concerning undiscloged
© material, the Bureau makes no spcciﬂc recommendation concerning such
.. {tems.

o 2. Secret Service. The Secret Service recommends that access
* to s lnvestigatlve reports furnished to the President's Commigsion
remain rcstru:ted for all reports in the following catcgorics.

'; : PR "M Reports affecting national security.

N B '- "(2) Reports which reveal the extent of Presidential pro-
! ey " tection or protective techniques,

. ot ¢’
RN ‘.»"'

, vl b (8) Reports mentiOning innocent personsg having no

o " S EL Y it - conncctlon with the subject of the inwstigation

1 7 v e+ that would needlessly embarrass or damage the
© 7 . ih Ui innocent partles.

s "',,‘:._,.’:.' "(4) Reporm‘ containing information glven to us in confidence
T A .~ .. which, whcn invcstigated wasg found to: :

R T P

e A 7 (a) have 1o comeeriog it the assagsination;
L ' . (b) be untrue, yet the reports would be '
_ R embarrasgsing, both to the supplier of
BT A + "+ the Information who may have acted in
e ~ good faith in view of the importance of
the subject matter of the investigation,
or to the person concerning whom the -
information was furnished; e. g., derogatory
remarks about President Kennedy attributed
to persons before and after the assassination,
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"(5) Reports contalning information from confidentlal
informants from which readcrs might draw an T
infercnce, erxoncously or correctly, as to the -
{dentity of the confidential informant. "

e T ™ e

The Secret Service has indicated its willingncss to examine the
. Twy. . YCpOXts furnished by it to the President’s Commission for the purpose
ownvr o of determining which ltems may be made available to the public now
' . (including declassification, if necessary) and which may be made
. avallable at some future time less than 75 years hence. It has also .
o recommended an annual review of the necessity for continulng '
. regtrictions on particular items.

3. Post Office Department. The Pogtal Ingpection Sexvice furs

'._ '_ nished documents and intor hation to varlous investigative agencies
;0 7 tncluding the Federal Burcau of Investigation and the Secret Service.
eIt belicves that the recelving agencies should determine whether ox

¢~ moot such documents and Information ghould be discloged.
Do e s The Ingpection Service submitted directly to the President’s

*it ' Commisslon a summary of itg activitles, which was not a clagsified
— '; " document. The Service has no objection to the publication of this
S0 o document, but believes that the approval of the Federal Bureau of
. 1. Investigation and the Secret Service should be obtained. The Inspection
. vy Service furnighed to the President's Commission "copies of the tront
»., % and back of POD Form 2153-X, dated September 18, 1963, covering a
7, publication 'OGONEK' addressed to Mr. Lee H. Oeswald, Eox 2915,
© .4 " Dallas, Texas." The Service belleves that these copies should not

- . be made generally avallable at this tima. ,

 The Service has indicated its willingness to examine any documents
turnished by it to the President 's Commission for the purpose of deter=
‘mining whether they can be released to the public. :

4. Central Intelligence Agency. T he Central Intelligence Agency
believes that items furnished by it to the President's Commission and
WL withheld from the public domain under sccurity controls ghould not be
. . excepted from the normal 75-ycarx period of nondisclosure. The Agency
: - cooperated fully with the president's Commission and made every cffort

1o release material furnished to the Commisslon for the public record.
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T b ' \Wherever it was possible without jeopardizing the national security -
3 ,’ . or this country’s posture abroad, security classifications were
~ws 00 graded down. Because of this policy, very lttle of the material
. furnished by the Agency is now withheld from the public. The
., 7.7 criterla which were applicd in determining whether or not to relcase
+ . - {nformation were: (1) the cvidential value of the information in
~ question; (2) the protection of gensitive sources and mecthods of
operation; and (3) the possibility of international ramifications in
view of the fact that most of the material was acquired abroad,
'+ particularly in Mexico and the U.S.S.R. None of the withheld:
" material has a direct bearing on the assassination of President Kennedy.

The Agency believes that the national security requires the con= ;
tinuance of restrictions on withheld documents and that this interest
.. outwelpghs all other considerations. It recommends that at the end
* of the 75-year period another gecurity appraisal be made before
such documents are disclosed.

(T el 5. Department of State. The Department of State made every
oy, . effortto cooperate with the President's Commission in releasing to
i »+."" the public all significant information concerning the assassination

{., .7 .0 of the President. In'a small numkber of cascs, the publication of
. FE R documents was restricted in order to protect coding systems, in
pR AR * . the interest of national security, 1O avold personal embaxrassment,

.. or because a later revision oi a draft document containing the sub-
R .o stance of the draft had been released for publication. (Where coding
: 07 e was involved, the full substance of the document in question was made
" ".+y"+ available for publication.) A few documents were clagsified and have

“". ... .been restricted accordingly.
) Some of the material which hag not yet been made available could
.- wi . probably be released if nccessary. It will probably be possible to
-7 release other material within the next ten years. In cases where a
document was furnished by the Department but originated with another
agency, the approval of the originating agency should be obtained. The
; . . Department {g prepared 1o examine material furnished by it to the
P =" president's Commission now and on an annual basis hereafter 10

’ .. xeevaluate the necessity for nondisclosure. T T
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i 0. Department of Defcnge. The Department of Defense hag

] .. examlncd material at the National Archives which has been tdentified

‘ asg furnished to the President’s Commigsion by the Department. Some

of the material, consisting of investigative reports and other material

relating to indlviduals, is of a kind normally not disclosed to the public.

In view of the exceptional nature of the work of the President's Come=

" v ;  mlsslon, however; the Department does not object to the disclosure

{ .- . of this material, all of which is unclassified. If further material is

: * ' later identified as originating with the Department of Defense, the

.. Department requesta an opportunity to review such material before
i it is disclosed, - :

.2 . 7. Internal Revenue Service. The Internal Revenue Service hag
I no objection to unregtricted public examination of documents con-

ok ..+ cerning matters included in the public record by the Report of the

- President's Commission. '

g e s Tex returns which have not been made 2 matter of public record
© .. are protected from disclosure by Sections 6103 and 7213 of the Internal
‘» Revenue Code and by 5U.S.C. Sectlon 22, The President has statutory
A - ~authority to.discloge such protected information, but the Service recom-=
© |eemeniedeem o mends that in accordance with the spirit of the statute, tax returns not - -
' w7 -y~ made matters of public record not be made available for general :

- ingpection,

A determination concerning other items furnished to the President's
.1 .. i Commission should be made on an individual basis., Many documents
{ . x0T reflect protected tax return information. Others contain information
“fe-tte; ~ which would indicate the identity of a confidential informant, which ig
. » { ™ gcandalous and not relevant to the subjcct of the Commission's inquiry,
‘4 %% . “which consists of unconfirmed allegatlona by third parties, 'or which
.. % 1! digcloses the Service's policies respecting collection, auditing, setrling,
', ¥ -l orprosecution, The Service has traditionally maintained a policy of
- "% 7. nondisclosure of information of this sort and believes that the public
Ty, recopnizes the necessity for this policy. The Service believes that
v - disclosure of material of the kind indicated would not add significantly
to the comprchensive report of the President's Commission or to public
information concerning the assassination of President Kennedy.
Accordingly, the Service believes that no public {nterest would be
. _— served by disclogure. The Service belicves that except in exceptional
A R clrcumstances, documents of which portions must remaln undisclosed

o
o

|
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" be restricted in their entfrety. If documents contalning delctions

are released they are likely to prompt curioaity about the deletions
and may produce charges that sigmficant mformatxon is being wlth-

held. . .

As a means of assuring the public of the thoroughness of the

* Commission's 1nvcst1gation. the Service suggests that letters

recelved by it from the President's Commlssmn requesting docu-

" ments, along with transmittal replics, be made available for

inspection. Clearance to disclose such letters would have to be -

. obtalned from the President’s Commission, the origlnating agency. -

. The ‘Service hag indicated its 'willingness to ingpect material .

* furnished by it to the President's Commission now and at periodic

intervals to determine whether such material may be made available
to the public. It suggests that material be withheld only if: (1) dig-

- clogure is prohiblied by law or agency regulations; (2) disclogure

would be detrimental to the administration of the lawg adminigtered
by the agency concerned; (3) the materfal relates to scandalous

. information unrelated to the assassination; (4) the material con-

clsts of unsubstantiated information or allegzations; or (5) the
material could embarrass or damage innocent persons without

serving the public interest in full dxcclosmc of information

- 1" pertalning to the assassination of President Kennedy.

8. Immigration and Naturalization Service. The Immigration
and Naturalizauon Service has previougiy authorized the PI'CSIdL,ﬂt 5

.+ Commission to publish all documents furnished to it by the Service.
.+ Accordingly, the Service has no objection to the immedxate disclogure

of all such documents to the publlc.‘

‘s L
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¥ .
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EXHIBIT G
: JAN 15 1885 |
Gordon Chace . ‘
’ T o The Yhite Eouce ' .

: i ' The Acting Admdinistrator

Propased xeply to MHayor Robert Johnson's lettor to President
Jaweon comeeandrg the records of the Uarven Coazaiscion

; Ag requesied I s attnching a draft of o proposed reply to Heyor Rovert
: Johnsan's letter to ihe Fresidendt, Jemusry 4, 1905, in which he objected
i to resirictions roportedly irposed op the uge of the records of the Wayren
: Comnizaion. syor Jolmson's leticr was anperently ingpired by press re-
ports {zee atiodied clipping, Ynchingbon Poct, Descumber 22, 100L) cuoting
1 Deputy Archivist, Nobert I, Donmer, to the eifoct that the Conmission
" records vould be closed for 75 years. In point of fact Mr. 3Beroer stoked
' thet the 75 year lindisticn wvams the generel yolicy aiplied to ithe reporte
of ipvertigeotory agemoies and sindler moaterisl erd would be grplicd to the
i - records of the Werrenm Commfscion umless an execption were mede in this par-
; : ticulsr casce. -

: Lire Vierron Cazdssion rezords were trnvsforred €5 the Latiomed Arehives on
4 : ¥ovesher 23, 108k, in pceardomee with the Cosmission's degleien awnoencced
] ' in the {irad poxerrmol of the Lforewyord 2o 1tz Rernorts  "he Comsivzion irs
1 i . camitiing =11 of itc reports aund worldng popers to the hatlonad Archives,

; , vhere thiey com be permanently prezesved weder the rules ond regulations of
i the ligtionnl Archives mmd spmlicable Felorald low.”
i

addesd

The records cznzist of coame 200 cubic feet of moterisd, much of 3% coneista
, irg of wefiled docmicnts end oxtin copies of pepers duplicmted for the Coze
Lt sisglon’s use.  Scversdl mopihs will de required pregerly to srrange the

; L ~ ryecords and prepere an imventory of them. In pgorewal the records comsish ¢
i A .. l. The eZministrotive ond busfnese £iles of the Cuizslon.

i i 2. Docwaentary meterial gathored by vr subomitied to the Coemission.
; R 2. Teclirony glven before the Coamiscion

'3 '5 be Depositions talkien by offizere of the Camlscion.

: ~ c. Affldoviis subodtiicd Yo the Commizsion.

; - " 8. Investicetory report: made for the Cosatszlion by
e ‘ verious imvestizatory szenclies of ihe Felered

: Govezrment.
! c. Crigiral documentary motericls acguired fryom other
percons oe extislis, o
To Crigins) photograpbic materials pcoquized from other
" porsorc.
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Those exhifvite in the nature of rriffests, muwh ws itces of clolhixg,
worpans, end ovlwr ;:E_:;.,ic::l materisl cxe #1111 An the custody of iac
Pesersl Buresn ol Invectigation. Lo restristion on these meterlels or,
cn the photsgraplds extilbits L& comtamlsted.

The moct lupartont of the donumerdanry meterialy ere the trapeeripls of .
chatdmany, e depssitions eud the ALfidryits (no:t of which weze pube

12ied in the 25 volie zet, Xearinss before the Precilomd's Comtlroion

ot the Asrneritrmtion of 1’3*::"1 vt Lerredy) ard the reports of investig
Liaec nove tor the (oomission by the £31, the fecret Loavice, the CIA

e athey desartacnie ond agencles, nany of which were ot pdldahed ix

Lull. ‘

These ropsrie ard 11843 pepors pe ke roor doin camplled by ths dovesti-
posors. lowmy of then rovind ile tc chdgues of Anveatiss tinn and the
gocroes thot the irvc tdoetory a3 or ri,_,ht],v inedst must nod be dlo-
clo'o-’ iy of thes contolin im..;..‘.htian eamcerring :‘;....w*cn* Third
pavties, invoroatln irrelevent 4o the ixvestisntion of Irexddent Koenmedy's
oh *ac*“"m:l.)..z, e relesse of el wordd aaibpsrass or dnjure innocent
POIEMT. '

Beoouse Investizative reports conleln unev Aluebed drte the fmvestic ooty
soexmciss of the Guvonmimnant heve ninzys placed rectrictions oo their uie.
The Foliomal fochiives ot the zoguest of these aponcies bins Imnoned o 75
yepr rogtoiotlsg o sudk materielx, We belicye thob this restricilon
:wudd be srolied to sindloxr mpberinis is the Herren Coomizsien yocoords,
and ve recoeoond that the attached fralt of o wrupacsd repiy to toude
Johugon evbodying this policy be used o3 n basis £or the Prezldent's

= al.’l) a

The atboohed N‘t Loe beon (erowTed in Ly the follswin; egenclea: he
Us S, fzret Gereice; the sopurtoent of Bol'anney the :.-mrtzzc:t of htute
(in so {a> an the 75 year reptyrictisn iz contexmed); the Dlmation
Halwralizetiosn Jexvice) ihe Central Intelligemce Agencyl the .ut,_:-x:*'
Rovonae Seyvice sod he Poleral Dureau a*‘ Tywvestizetion. Iir. ward Pe
¥illeps of e Crimined Divi i...., Deos '*‘-c D Ja.::‘»icx. i ot concuw.
Yo umderrland that he baa indlesied hiz penition FOM dimftl,.

Enclosures
Lavsocn B. Knott, Jre
Acting Administrator
cc: .
Official file - N
A
Day file - N

RHBahmer:fg ND 1-15-65
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