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follows:

' _AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES EARL RAY

~ I, JAMES EARL RAY, being first duly sworn, depose as

. T
» o

1$ ‘I was arrested at Heéth:ow‘Airpofg in Ldndon,-ﬁnglandﬁ
on June'8,'1968; "After my arrest'vaés heldlin¢ommunicado for
appro#iﬁatelf four days before I was taken béforelan English
Magistrate énd ofdéred held for an.ext:adition hearing.

. 2) Shqrtlf after my incarce;ation, I wrote Attorney Arthu:

Hanes in care of the Birmingham, Alabama Bar Association. Althoug]

*

I‘did_hot ask Mr; Haﬁes to take the case, I did ask him to meet
me in Memphis, as I was concerned that prosecutién agents would
falsely éccuselme of makiﬁg anborai.;tatement if I was alone with
them in Memﬁhis. |

3) wWhile in_iondon I  also_w;ote Attérney F. Lee Bailey,
ﬁut Mr. Bailey wrote Mr.VMichael Eugene,.the Eﬁglish solicitor»
appointed to represent mé, that he wéuld have to decline because
of a possible conflict'of infereét;'

4) Although the>B6Q Street Magistrate's Court appointed
Mr._Eugene, a solicitor, to represent me, I was never told by_the
British authorities that I was entitléd to counsel of my choice.

Mr. Eugene did tell me that the American Embassy urged me not to

‘hire Mr. Hanes because of his politics and reputation but offered

Ml to find counsel for me.

. 5? Mr. Hanes wrote Mr. Eugene and inquired about his fee.

In the méantime, I wrote my brothef John and asked hEE to give

'Hanes ehough money so that he could meet me in Memphis. However,

Mr. Hanes then wrote me that he woﬁld take the case and was coming

to England to confer with me on some legal questions. = -




, . . , £
6) Wheananes'came.to;London to.see:me; theiBrltish-
Il 'government refusedxto let.him see me. 'i'comnlained to Superintene
‘dent Thomas Butler,‘the'police’officer'in’charge of my custody;
about not belng allowed to confer w1th counsel; Butler told me tha1
the United States Attorney, Fred M. Vlnson, was "calling the shots
| 7) After I complalned in court about not belng permltted
to confer w1th counsel, Mr. Hanes was allowed to v151t me on his
-second trlp to London.. |
8) on July 5, 1968, I met w1th ‘Hanes for the flrst time
I for a perlod of about half an hour. ‘Hanes brought with him two
contracts. Hanes urged me to sign thesefcontracts because he was

already out a considerable amount of money and he would need even

Y

re
more funds to pay for his services.

n>9)“-Mr. Hanes also advised me to waive any further extra-
dition appeals. Although-i had planned to anpeal, Hanes talked me
| ontAof it. At the tlme I made this decision, I did not then know
of any agreement between Mr. Hanes and author wWilliam Bradford
Hule which tied the payment of Mr. Hanes' fee to my extradition
to the United States. |
10) Between the time of my arrest and‘the’date the Bow

&

Street Court ruled that T would be extradited, I was represented
‘only by court-appointed counsel. The court—appolnted counsel‘did
not discuss with me the affidavits in the extradition documents
.submltted to. _the court by the United States Government and made no
attempt to base a defense upon them. At no tlme prior to my con-
viction did any of my attorneys show these affidavits to me or

| attempt to discuss them with ne.

11) Although I had requested that.Hanes be allowed to

accompany me on the plane flight back to Memphis, the United States

Attorney General, Mr. Ramsey Clark, barred Hanes from the»plane.
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Afte: I was feturned_touMemphis and-lodggdbinfthe Shelby Coun£§ _'
'Jéil, I Was deniedbaccéss-to 1ega1vcbﬁnsel ané.sleep until I sﬁbél
mitted to palm'printé;. o o

| _12) On his second visitfto see meuaftef I waﬁ rétufned to
Mempﬁis, Hanes brought to-tﬁe Shelby County Jail some>agreement5'
whiéh‘he and William‘Bradford.Huie had signed.iHahes urged me to
sign these agreements. I suggested_instead £hat public contribu-
tiops might financé:the trial._;Buthanesjtola me that the;e éon—
| tracts were tﬁeloﬁly method to finanée.the,triél; so 1 deferred'
to the advice of éounéel'ahd signed t@ese contracts about two week:
later. |

13) Latervon some disagreemeﬁté arose between Hanes and
me. The first disagreemenf arose because I asked Hanes for $1250
so I could hire a Teﬁneéseé attornef ané.a£ investigator. Hanes
was.not licensed to préctice law in Tennessee-éhd he had describec
the recip:ocity agreement between Tennessee an& Alabama as a "one
F"Mghot deal." Since there was some quéstion as t§ whether Hanes
‘could handle an appéal‘or a rgtrial in the event of a mistrial, I
wanted to hire a Tenﬁessee attorney, who was a member of the Ten-
nessee Bar. _ | ','»A‘ R | _' |

"14) In addition, I_wantea to hifeAa profeséional‘ingesf
'tigator7 Huie Was not a professional investiéator and i did not
‘Hwant to rely on him because I knew that Huiévconveyed to the FBI
some'of'thé\ihformation hg got.from Hanes for literary pursteg,
hence,.ié"ultimately reached the prosecution.

15) The second disagreement arose because I Qghted to
take the witness sténd in my own defense., I believea it was nec-
essary to take'thé stand for tWo reasons in particular: 1) in
order to explain so@e of my actions on.thé day of the crime and
»thuévhelp prove my innoceqce; and 2) I did an-want to reveal this.
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| ihforﬁéﬁioﬁ td'my €tt9rneY>becaﬁsé¥i had féason to believe‘thaﬁ:"
:ﬁénes~wééipassing ai1 infqrm§tion'I-ga&e him én to Huie,'whb in“>'
:turn forwafded it to the FBI, so that it ultimately réached:the _.
proSecutiqﬁ. , | | : | )

-16) Haﬁes also.turnéd down tﬁis secoﬁd.request,Asafing,
'5Why givé testimony away when we can sell it?".

_175 .i also asked Hanes togseek a continuance until ﬁhe.
prejudicial publicity, inéluding fiequent news confefencéyby.Huié
on Memphis T.V;,.stopped. ﬁanes argued that the‘cbntracts'with
 Huie specified a time_limit-for thé trial to begin if we were to

oy .

receivévfﬁnds.to conduct.the defense..

| 18) Deépite these disagreéméhts, I was pfepared;to.gq to
trial with.Héhes on November 12,,1968. ~But two or three days
béfore.the trial date my brothéﬁ Jerrj visitéd me. vJerry éaid he
had recehtly spokeﬁ with Huie-agd that_Huié tbld‘him that if I
testified in my own behalf it would destroy the book he was writinc
Jer:yvasked me if he should try and f£ind aﬁother attorney. I told
.him, no, it was too late. When ierry 1éft thét day I was still
planning to go to trial with Hanes on November 12th.

19)‘ However,'oﬁ or aboﬁt Novembér lOth, Pefcy Foreman came
to the Shelby Counﬁy Jail and asked té see ﬁe. I had not reqﬁesteé
 §hy.1egal assistance from’foreman gnd haé refu;ed to wrifé hiﬁ,'
»but when he showed.up at the jail, under the circumstances.I felt
I had to see him. o

20) Foreman had with him’copiés of the Huie—Hanes contracts
 Foreman said that he had read the contracts and conciaaed that the
‘only thing Hanes ;nd Huie were interested in was money. Foreman
"Said nanes and Huie were personal'ftiends and that if I stuék_with

them»I,would‘be'"barbecued", | : - o
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  21.? i £pld:Foreman ﬁhét'since'IlhaAjSigned fheicbntfaéts"
therelwasn't mﬁcﬁ-I:could do. vForeman fepliéd that if‘i'hired
him, he could breék the contracts because I had been taken advah-'
tage of dué to my lack of education in such matters. |

22. 'Foreman.as;u:ed me that ifbhe bécame my attorhey
'thére would be no books untilvafter tﬂe trial was over. He also
assured me that he would honor my request and hire a Teﬁnessee
| 1awyer to assist us. | N
'23. When I asked Foreman how he would finance the trial
’»he\replied; "let me worry about that". Then he stéted that after
thé trialahe:wouid make é deal with ééme book writer, but he
assured me that he wouldn't compromise the defenée_with;any pre-
;trial deéls. .

24, Foreman told me his fee for taking the case wéuld be
$150,000 and that this would iﬁclude-the tfial and any appeals
’.that were necessary. As a retainer, Foreman asked me to sign over
to him the 1966 Mustang and a rifle which the prosecution was
hol@ing as eviden¢e. Alfhough I did not regard these as my propér-
ty, I assigned both the MuStang and the rifle to Foreman as a‘
retainer.

25. After‘receiving these aséuranées from Foreman, I-then
'wrote out a statement dismissing Hanes and stating that.I wod&d.
'hire a Tennessee lawyer.

26. _After i had dismiééed Hanes, Huie wrote and offered
fd;pay $l?,00d't6 ﬁe'or my brother. I refused the offer. I iater
“ fiearnédbtﬁét he made the same offer to my brother, Jerry.
| 27. Aftef Foreman became éounsel of record, he said he
' would fetain Nashville attorney_John'J;vHookér, Sr., to assist in

the case, I agreed. Later, when I was in court for the December ,

18, 1968 hearing, Foreman told me that the court would appoint the

x
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‘into the case. Foreman also stated that he had discussed this

aj
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| full counsel to the case. When Stanton came to the jail to see

-degfense purposes. I rejected Foreman's'suggestion.

| for John J. Hooker. I signed the check for this purpose. Foreman
| never hired Hooker, except to represent himself in advil suit I

‘later_filed against Huie, Foreman, and Hanes.

Public Defender tquthe case. When I‘questioned'the“appqintmen;,-.
Foreman said that he, Judge Battle, and Mr. Hugh Stanton, Sr.,Hhéd

agreed before the hearing to bring the Public'Défender'slofficef

:nt me, on January 17, 1969, Judge Battle appointed Stanton as

me, I téld Captain.Billy Smith that I did not wish to see Stanton.
However;'Capt. Smith permitted Stanfon into the block anyway. I -
1nfbrmed'Stantdh that I didn't want'to discuss anything with him

and thaﬁ I would write him a letter explaiﬁing'wﬁy. 'Stanton;left.

the cell block saying -that he didn't have time for the case anyway.
want judges and prosecutors deciding who would defend me.

in writing some theories being propounded by a writer, George ‘
MgMillan, who was collaborating on a book about the case which was

described in the press as a Midwest Tobacco Road type book. Fore-

man stated that this would yield $5,000 that he could use for

gat me to ‘endorse it, saying he would use the money as a retainer

ppointment with Stanton privately and that it would save us money .
pwever, Foreman assured me that he would still retain John J.
poker, Sr.

28. Although I never wanted'fhe Public Defender to repre-

29. I then wrote a letter to Stanton saying that I didn't

30. Early in Foreman's tenure he suggested that I confirm

31. “Later Foreman brought a $5,000 check from Huie and
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32., During ﬁﬁis period I suégested<touForemanvthgt;We
»ought-to iﬁsﬁitute some type. of legal;aétionvto‘préveﬁtbthénpubli-
cation of'prejﬁdicial sﬁorieo. -foremag rejecﬁed,this,osaying, N
ﬁWhy stiriﬁp a bariel of rattiesnakes?" |

.33. On or-about January 29, 1969; Foroman brought éhcon—
A 'tracf to the jail and advised me.to sign it; Thén, on or about-
February 3, 1969, Foreman brought onother coptfact and advised ﬁe
to sign it too. At the time he broughf the oeoond oontfact in for
| me ﬁo éign, Foreman'told me thatithebcaée.was progressing wellland
that he could pfove I‘was innocent. Heoalso stated that the trial
would start in the near future. . On hif recommendation, I signed
these contracts.

34, Either on the day I signéd the February 3rd. contract
or.ét the time of Foreman'o next visit, Foreman showed me some
;phofographs of some'thEe males:whicﬁ Wé;e'oopposedly téken at the
-scene the day President Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas.4.(Qne
of,the,PhotographS_of these men is attached;as Exhibit"). I am
not sure whether Foremanltold me.thaﬁ he had reoeived these photo-
tfgraphs from the FBI or,Whetherbhe got thém.from William Bradford
Huie who in turh receivédnthem from the FBI. However; Foreman
stated that the men in these photographs were either anti—commg—
nist Cubans or were associated wifh anti-communist Cubans and _that
‘thoy were peoplé the‘FBI wanted to get out of circulation. Fore-
’man asked me if I would identify one of these ﬁen as the man who
shot Martin Luther King if the FBT arrested him and transportea
_’hiﬁ“to Meﬁphis. As best I.oan recall, Foreman had some deal cookeq
vup.with Liﬁg Magézine about these photographs. I tola—him-that_I
.didn't want fo get involvedvin that type oflthing. When he was
about to leave, Foreman asked me if that was my 1ast‘word.on the

subject. I told him it was.
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35;p Fo:eﬁanﬂkept assnring me that everything was going
:wellland did notvmake'any nention of ahgdilty plea until about
hFebruary 13, 1969. ‘On that oceasion he brought to the jail seve-
r;al typewritten pages for ne'to'sign. ‘These sheets'anthofized
Foreman to negotiate a»dnilfoplea and one clause in it cleared
William Bradford Hnievand_éggghmagazine of having damaged my
p;ospects'fof a fairvtrial. Anoﬁhefoclause.in the letter.asserted
that if I stood trial I would.feceive the electric chair. I later
iearned that Foreman had authorized stanpon to negotiate a guilty
plea even hefofe Chrisﬁmas. |
36.'qu. Foreman s monologue ;as very strident that. day.

‘He kept insisting that I sign the papers and I had to ask him
several times to keep his voice down so that the guards and the
open microphone would not pick up our conversation.

37 ﬁhen Forenan visited me onior aboup febfnary 18, 1969,
_heldelivered'the same monologue, so I signed the letter. However,

_ \
as I told Foreman, I did not signitwith the intention of pleading

-

guiity.
38. Foreman.thenogave me another‘letter to sign. Because

it‘was not possible to talk withAForeman while he was delivering

hls monologues, I had ln the meantime wrltten out a two-page letten

giving the list of reasons why I did not thlnk that I should plead

.gullty. I gave this letter to Foreman for him to read.

| 39. I still tried to persuade Foreman that we should

~

stand trial. I asked him why it was necessary to plead guilty

N

when I wasn't guilty. Foreman gave me the following reasons why a
guilty plea was necessary:
A. Foreman said ine news media had already convicted

me and cited the pretrial articles written in Life and

Reader s Digest as examples. He also mentioned various
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: iailyvthe?storY“by Charles Equhdsdn which had;appeared”"

in fhe Memphis ‘Commerciél Appeal oﬁ‘November 10, 1968,
Just two»days before the tria& daté; In addition,
Fo¥eman qited the recora of the amicus curiaé.coﬁmittee
.headed by Attor#ey.Lucius Burch and said that néithgr
Jﬁdge Battle no;?zmicus cu:iae cbmﬁittee which he'haa.
,éppointed would atteﬁpt_to‘hélt pﬁbliciﬁy unlesﬁiit re-
'flected.én‘the prosecutién case. Vﬁ . |

B. Ebreman also ;uggeétéd tﬁat it would be in my
finapéial interest to élead guilty.

:,C.j quemaﬂ'said.that tﬂe‘prosecution had promisedan
eyewitness; Charles Qﬁitman étephéns,~a cbnsidg;able
amounﬁ of reward money for:testifying against me. Fore-
-man stated that Stephens had alreédy been éiven a faise
in hié-welfare‘check and that tge prqsecﬁtiéﬁ was aiso
payihg his fqoa and wine billé. \Foreman'also said that
two Memphié attorneys had signed.g=contract with Stephens
'fgr-so% éf all fhe‘revénue.he recéived for hig‘ﬁestimony,
so they would léok out for his interest.
£ - D. Foéeman élso told me fhat John J. Hooker was
going to be éhe next Governor of Teenessee; he said tﬁat
-if I would plead guiity he could Qet'me a pardon in lwd
.wﬁﬁmwﬁs&mmhm&a: |

© . E. Foreman also tried to tell me that there wdgid
be all blacksfénd Chamber of Commercé types on the jﬁry\
gaﬁd that the clerk of the-court would manipulate the
jurors,picked-againéﬁ mé.

~ 40. Foreman also gave me some reasons why the prosecu-

tion and the trial judge did not want a trial and'wouldltherefore

‘let me plead guilty. He said that the Chamber of Commerce was

-




‘1;d pressurlng Judge Battle and the Attorney General's Offlce to get a
v gullty plea because a 1ong trial would have an adverse effect on Q
buslness. Also, he sald that the Chamber of Commerce waSn't-unf
happy about Dr. King being removed from the scene. .In addition,
Foreman stated that Judge Battle was concerned about the effect a
| trial'WOuidAhave’on Memphisf image and had even dispatohed

Mr. Lucius Burch, the Chairman of his amicus curiae committee,

"A to persuade members of the SOuthern Christian'Leadership Conference

(SCLC), Dr. King's organlzatlon, to accept a guilty plea.

41; After consrderlng all that Foreman told me, I told
hlm that I Stlll wanted a trlal I told Foreman that I agreed»
w1th him that the media had had an adverse effect .on the prospects'
of my.rece1v1ng a falr}trrai; however,_I didn*t think that the pub-
lic any 1onger believed every fabrication they read or saw on T.V.,
therefore, I thought it was possible to get a falr Jury verdlot,
even though I was kind of scared that Chamber of Commerce types
%lght be On_the jury.v-

42, Foreman replied that if I plead guiity'he would get
me a pardon, after two or three years, through the office of

' Nashv111e Attorney John J. Hooker, Sr., as a relative of Hooker's
'would then be Governor. But if I insisted on a triai, Foreman‘
said he would hire a former Memphis Judge, Mr. Ben Hooks, as &o~--
eounsel. I knew from newspaper accounts that Hooks had resigned a

judgeship to ‘accept a position with SCLC. I told Foreman that

S

’Having Hooks as co-counsel would be a clear confiict of interest,
"_mere so than the grounds on'whichrF; Lee Bailey had refused to take
.thenoase- 1Foreman’replied that as chief counsel he had the right .
'to pick oo-counsel. |

43, By this time Foreman had finally -ot the message over
me that if I forced him to go to trial, he would dellberately destrg

the case in the courtroom. I reached thls conclusion after a numbex
AN
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me—

7
R

f?thlngs lndlcated to me that Foreman just dldn t want to go to

"etrlal-fso, because I had no other ch01ce ‘at the tlme, I tentativel

l

agreed to enter a gullty plea to a technlcal charge.

»‘44, .Among the reasons.whlch led me to concludefthat
Foreman:was not working_in.my'interestlandIdid not go to.triaI,
yere the foilowing&_ ”

A.-iForeman continually'vaCilated orer'the'choice
:of Tennessee attorneyshhe would get to assodate with him.
From the very first he had‘agreed to my demand for a
prlvate attorney llcensed in Tennessee. Instead, he
'brought in the Publlc Defender, although he stlll promis

d_to try and get John J. Hooker to associate with us. Then
he used Hooker s nane when he wanted me to endorse a
‘check to:him, say;ng 1t~was for ﬁooker. After the con-
| tracts_were.signed on or about;february‘Brd, he never_
nentioned ﬁooker again, but brought'up the name of Judge
Hooks. - _,"i: ' ‘\
. n E, After»I hadbsigned the Februarj>3rd contract,
I could nerer pin-Foreman down to where he would commit
‘himself to go toftrial, except for the time he showed me‘
the photographs’ofhthe men he‘said the FBI Qanted out of
circulation and asked me if I would identify one ofrthem
as Dr.'King's assassins.
C. Foreman wanted me to sign an.agreement.clearing
Eggg and Life Magazines. This made it-look like Foreman
.nas defending'Huie and ;993 more than he was me.
| Dfuﬂggremanvneverdgot copies.of the extradition’
_documentsdfrom England. In court he pretended this was
due to confusion over how much the'cost was in ,ngllsh
~currency. But only a very small amount of money was

involved.
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just didn't want to go to trial, and would ruin me if I insisted.

| Foreman brought me a set of stipulations to sign. Foreman said

' two in particular. One of these was a stipulation which was meant

[ man said that william Bradford Huie had gotten the Attorney General

to inseit that stipulation. ‘The second was a stipulation concerning

E; While_i wae ih jail sore police:officers,remarkec

_ thatvafter_Drg Kinngae shot all police officers within
four miles of the scene of the crime had to submit a -

A statement. The police said these statements might clear
_me of the crime. When the State produced its 1ist of
‘potential witnesses,vI wenttover the liet carefully; 
Only‘one pollceman who was in the area at the time of the
murder was listed as a potentlal w1tnese. This eeemed
klnd.of strange,_so I asked Foreman to get the police
statements. Foreman refused to do this. He said that

X

Frank Holloman, the Memphis Police Director, would des-
. 'tréy theni.. oo | P
.FL Ih-trying to force Foreman into a trial, I asked
vhim to_conductAa simple investigatron. However, if he
.made'any such investigation,-he never told me the results.
G. In late February. or early March. I found out
Foreman had lied to my family and tried to;pressure them
to get me to plead guilty.‘
H. Foreman just kept on insisting that I plead

guilty, often in very,strident monologues.

45. Combined, these things convinced me that Foremag
46. After I had tentatively agreed to plead guilty,

he had gotten these stlpulatlons from the Attorney General's Officd.

I objected to a number of the stipulations. I recall objectlng to

to be . an embarrassing reference to Governor George Wallace. Fore-

-12-




Il .
Y
\

: my travels between March 30 and4April 4, 1968. Foreman said that

he couldn't get this stipulatioh removéd because everybodf asso-
ciated with the proseéution1eith¢r directly or indireqtiylinsisted.
that it be included, including Atiorney Lucius Burchband fhe FBI.
| 47. Later; during one7§oremanfs.visitsto the jaii in
early March,'I médé,a 1ast’attémpt to get.a jurf trial. @ Foreman
had stated pﬁblicly,;as:well’as mentioned to me several times, théi
he was concerned.that the Negrdes would think him a Judas for
lldefending me; .So, ; asked foremanito withdraw f?pm the case if he
didn't want to defend me for political‘ér social reasons. I told
Foremanithath wguld sign.ovér tb_him the original $150,000 we had
previously agreed upon as ﬂié fee fpr defending me and-that I woul
assign aﬁy funds over that-amoun£ which.was feceived from the con-
tracts tb énbther attorney who would tryathé suit before a jpfy.
I alsq asked Foreman to give.my‘b:other,.Jerry, $500 to help find
such an attorney. o e \\
- 48. I then ﬁold'Fofeman that if ﬁe.didn't agree.to this
I was géing to explaiﬁ my financial situation to the court and ask
Ehat I be allowed to defend myself.or be given’séme other rgiief.
_49. But Foréman refused to withdraw from the case.
Instead, Foreman reminded me that Judge Battle had stated in “court
that I would either.go to trial with Foreman as counsel or else it
would be the Public Defender.
l .50. However, Féreman said that if I would plead guilty

he would agree to limit his fee to $150,000 and would advance my

llbrother, Jerry, $500. Funds. from the contracts in excess of this

lamount would be held in trust for me and_subject o my order. I
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llpart in court.” ‘ ' | b
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51. On March 9, 1969, Foreman presented me with two

Nlcontracts to sign, both in the form of!letterS'to me. In oné‘of

these two letters, Foreman made an advancé of $500 to .my bfother

Jerry, "contingent upon the.plea'of guilty and sentence going

through on March 10, 196§, withoﬁt any unseemly conduct on your
' 52. In the second letter dated March 9, 1969, Foreman

agreed to assign to me all the income in excess of $165,000 which

~ |he would derive from the writings of author William Bradford Huie,

_ ' 3
"if the plea is entered and the sentence accepted an/no embarrass—

ing circumstances take place in the court room."

53. I signed both bf these contracts so I could get
some money t§ hire a new attorney. | ) |
| | 54; ﬁDuring'these maneuvérings,\Fbreman had agreed,-at my
insistence, to remove most of the stipulations which had been‘in
the first set of 56 or 57 stipulations whiéh he had presented to
me. By the time;ihe frial date, the stipul;tions contaiﬁed only
those stipulations which were included in the voife dire.
.55. On Maréh 10; 1969, I pleaded gﬁilty'as I had_aéreed

to. I did object during the proceedings when Foreman added to

what I had agreed to'in the stipulations and asserted that there

[was no conspiracy involved.’

56. When I made the deal with Foreman to enter a guilty

~.

plea, Foreman implied that he would disassociate himself from the

Foreman on the T.V. news. I knew from the comments Foreman made
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on these news broadcasts that rathér thaﬁ-dis;ssoéiétingihim$eifv
fibﬁ the case he'ﬁas trying to preéentéthé prosecutioncasle:'.j

57. I had planned to wait a couple of years until some
money accumulated under the HuiefForemanmcontract béfore i hirea a

new attorney and tried to reopen the case. However, after seeing

|Foreman's news conferences on March 10 and 11, I knew I couldn't

wait two Years to reopen the casé beéause-by that time Huie and
Foreman would haﬁefme convicted.throughathe news media and Huie's
book. | | |

58.  Judge Battle'reinforced>my view at a‘ﬁews conference
in which'he‘implied‘thét_hé Qaﬁted a guilty plea becauge I might
have been acqu;%ed by a jur%.i - - R .

59. Theréfére, dn March 13, 1969, I wrote a letter to :

Jldudge Battle stating that Percy Foremah no longer represented me

and that I'wopld seek a trial. I then contacted other counsel and
' \

asked my brother Jerry to send counsel enoﬁgh funds so that he

\ -

could visit me and dréw up a motion to set aside the pleé.

_60. After I wrote this March 13, 1969, letter to Judge
Béttle,'ﬁhéhTénnesgeé Corréctions Commissioner, Mr;-Harry Avefy,
sﬁrongly advised me not to seek a trial. He.said.thaﬁ if I didn't

seek a trial,- I would be treated like any qther prisoner and would

3
N

Ibe released from isolation at the end of six weeks, but if I per-
llsisted in asking for a trial, he couldn't promise anythihg. He

“llsaid he was speaking for the highest authority.

“v\61; Then, on March 26, 1969,'Mr. Avery refused to let

counseljéngaged_by'my brother, but unknown to me, into the prison

Jlto see me. Because I was not permitted to have cqunsel assist me

in drawing up a petition to set aside the plea,’I.wrote a letter

/

to Judge Battle that same day asking'for a trial.
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STATE OF TENNESSEE |
COUNTY OF DAVIDSON o b
Before me this 3/ day of _ Qcp7. ., 1972,

{ldeponent, JAMES EARL RAY, has appeared and signed this Zaff‘i.davit
first having sWorn that the statements ‘made therein are.._true.

9 /1375

4 &\&M_

NOTARY PUBL IC

My commission expires on HQ (-

-
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