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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that I have this 2nd day of January, 1975,
mailed a copy of the foregoing Motion To Admit Certain Exhibits

In Evidence to Assistant Attorney General W. Henry Haile, 420 .
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f . IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT '
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

1| ) WESTERN DIVISION

6 eowwn® e seebe e B e e e e e

{{ JAMES EARL RAY,

i

LH
ﬁExhiBiE{38~A as a copy of a letter which he had received from
?William Bradford Huie through his attorney, Percy Foreman. [This
‘letter, dated February 11, 1969, is attached hereto as Exhibit A] .

' Ray also stated that he was uncertain whether he had received the

]
1

Fthis letter is attached hereto as Exhibit B]

1

Land suggested they were forgeries. When asked by petitioner's

“counsel who forged them, he replied, "You did."

fand 38-B. Ray did identify one of these two documents. It is the

i'September 3, 1963, letter which is Trial Exhibit 38-B. [A copy of

-

! Petitioner,

No. C-74-166

. oy et S A

/J. H. ROSE, Warden,

<

Respondent

lse o eeeso0s00sc0s0ososscsconscosocesass

MEMORANDUM OF POiNTS AND AUTHORITIES

i While James Earl Ray was on the witness stand at his recent .

evidentiary hearing, he was asked to identify Trial Exhibits 38-2A

recollection of counsel for petitioner that Ray identified Trial

A A B A b

Counsel for respondent objected to the admlSSlOn of Trial

EXhlbltS 38-A and 38-B. He noted that both letters are unsigned:

1

Counsel for petitioner obtained copies of both of these letteré

£
¢

;in October, 1972, when he inspected some of the files which Arthur

1

|

‘Hanes has on the Ray case. These two letters were submitted as

1
'remark.

Counsel for respondent later privately apologized for thxs
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;Exhibits 47-A and 47-B to the habeas corpus petition which.was'
%filed on December 4, 1972.

Respondent raised no question as to the authenticity of these
{two letters until the taking of Percy Foreman's deposition on April

.3, 1974. [See Foreman Deposition, p. 159] Later, at the taking

il

fof William Bradford Huie's deposition on September 20, 1974,

;counsel for respondent failed to ask Mr. Huie a single question
I ‘

' about the authenticity of these letters.

i ' :
H Both of these letters begin with Huie's familiar salutation:

"Dear Mr. Ray....". [For other examples in which Huie's salutation

4
j
ﬁ
i
i
P

ils followed by four dots,,see Trial Exhibits 12 and 421 This and
f

‘'the unigue content of these letters makes it obvious that they were

T
‘lwrltten by Huie. S : : . |

‘More imcortantly, however, the State has itself put into evi-

depce the definitive proof of the authent1c1ty of the September 3,

1968 letter. Attached as Collective Exhibit No. 7 to the Septem-
i
fber 20 Huie deposition is a letter which James Earl Ray wrote to

ﬁHuie-iﬁ’response to Huie's September 3, 1968 letter to him. A few
{] .
lSllee comparisons make -this clear beyond a shadow of a doubt.

l

jIn his September 3 letter to Ray, Huie wrote:

Quite obviously, some time during 1967
A somebody decided to have King killed. And
this decision was made somewhere.

Where do you think this decision was made?

At what time do you‘think it was made? ; ;

Exactly when did you become involved in
this plan?

{Ray'svresponse to Huie's questions is contained in the letter which

1

. is attached hereto as Exhibit C:

I don't know when, where, the time or why
King was killed. I suppose I became involved
when I first took those packages into the U.S.
from Canada.

A THE _E AT,
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Huie wrote: i

If you hated Martin Luther King and
helped kill him because of it, then you
will have plenty of sympathizers in Memphis.
If this is the truth, it can help you.

] If Martin Luther Klng meant nothlng to

" you,. one way or the other, and you were hired :
by men who hated him to kill hlm, you will

also have sympathizers. : : ;

i But if you just happcned to stumble into
i all this, and you didn't know what the hell
il was going on, then no juror 15.901ng to give
L a damn about you.

£ g et 12

- Ray responded*

, I wouldn't say I hated King. I do think
. " most preachers are a little phony but I
wouldn't consider shootlng them.

- I would also. agree ‘that by my not having
any political opinions that I won't get much
sympathy from either side However I am
j going to try to change this

All this makes it manifest that Trial Exhibits 38-A and 38-B
iare authentic copies of letters written by William Bradford Huie

ﬂand déiivered to Ray by his attorneys. It is equally clear that ¢
' at the same time that counsel for respondent was shouting "forgery"
; : . !
‘to the world, he knew that the Exhibits he objected to were in fact -

‘authentic.

At the conclusién of the evidentiary hearing, counsel fox
petitioner sought to get respondent's agreement to'stipula£e these |
;two letters in evidence. Counsel for respondent-refused, saying

'Uthat they are "pretty damning documents.” | |

Because these letters were not admitted in evidence during the
evidentiary hearing, counsel for petitioner did not refer. to them E
in the two post-hearing memorandums he filed with this Court. How—g
ever, given the facts sketched above, it would be an injustice to i
Vexclude these two exhibits from the record in this case. Accord-

%ingly, petitioner ask that they now be admitted in evidence.
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In his.letter to the Court of December 17, 1974, counsel for

"respondent states:

_ Trial Exhibits 13 and 14, supposedly

il affidavits of James Earl Ray, relied on in

, Petitioner's brief (See e.g., page 19), were .
never offered noxr admitted into evidence.

After the reading of the Foreman Deposition, petitioner and

previously admitted. . Counsel for petitioner thought that respon-

dent had agreed to stipuléte to the admission of the affidavits of

John, Jerry, and James Earl Ray, and was under the impression that

lEthe‘se exhibits had in fact been admitted by stipulationQ However,;
checking his final list of exhibits, counsel for petitioner finds g

= ;ithat he‘is wrong, and that'these affidavits were not admitted. in 5
aevidence. . : - ' g?

i Counsel for petitioner believes, however, that the.endé of ?

ji justice would be better served if these affidavits [Trial Exhibits é
i

¥l3 and 14] were admitted in evidence. Since respondent had ample i
i’ . {
Lopportunity to cross-examine petitioner about their content and ¢
fi S i
?veracity, there would seem to be no valid objection-to their ad- P
| | |
iimission. Accordingly, petitioner asks that they be admitted in :
5
l'evidence, too. !
! _ '
P Respectfully submitted, !
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF. TENNESSEE
WESTERN DIVISION . :

----------------

i

1

{JAMES EARL RAY,

: .

i Petitioner,

| v. No. C-74-166
i

J. H. ROSE, Warden,

99 98 9¢ 00 ve D0 50 99 ve 9% 9° 9P 9

Respondent -

o e o o 5 5 6 205 6060 50 8 06000 55006500090 s JsDD

B At

This matter havihg come on before ‘the Court upohnpetitiéner'

T

'Motion To Admit Certain Exhibits In Evidence, and the Court being .

i

s,

ifully advised in the premises, it is hereby - : ﬂ'» r~:

; ORDERED, that Trial Exhibits 13, 14, 15, 16, 38-A and 38-B be
gand hereby are admitted into evidence in this cause.
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February 11, 15869

Pear James Ray....

Je

v for me and, 1

—

Tast Friday was 2z very disappoint

LIRS g OO 5118 aas
assume, for you. I was plad at least to see you for the first
time in the courtroom, and I wish I could have spoken with you.
But Judge Battle scems determined to keep you f“om seelng anyocne
other than your bnothcr and your atLorwey who might ke friendly
toward you.

t

H

Tha two stories I publishad in LOOK last Fall did nothinq
but present ycu as a “sympathztic ck“riﬂtcr " And the judze
thercfore believes that these stories did "great damage” and
‘made a feir tria ] alrout impessible.” I guess that on April
14th he will put me in jail for ten days.

I will appreciate your “Lflectln for a while cn the
position I am now in with yowr story. I have to write NOW
probably everything I am ever going to write. I have to write
i1t NOW in order to be able to publish it imrediately after
your trial, when I think you are going to need it.

Your trial apparently will begin on March 3rd; and the
fact that Judge Battle has set my trial for April 1l4th indicates
that he ch;nvg vour trial will be over by theén.

I am sure you understand that I can't wait until your
trial is under way, or until it is over, to write ny stery.

If T wait until then, then I couldn't possibly publlsh ﬁwything
until Summer. And since books and important ragazine articles
are never published during the Suimer, if I delayed finishén
my story any longer, I couldn't publish until Fall, and that
would be too.late to do you any gocd. T would alo greatly
recduce the income from what I write, because I would then

run into three competitive books; and I suspect that you are
going to need all the roney you can possibtly derive from my
efforts. :

. So here is my position today: I must assume what is
going to happen at your trial, and I must COﬁplete my work before
the trial begins.
-X have now worked on your story for seven'wonths, and
you have helped me, and here are my assumptions as to the
trial: ‘



e
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1. You are certain tc be found guilty and sentenced
either to death or to 99 years in prison.

Tt 3is therefore my hope that there will be no trial:
that you will plead cuilty and be given a life sentence,
which will give you some chance TO survive as a human belng,
~and give me soure chance to help you with what I write.

I ¥now how to prosent you as a "sympathetic character.”
No matter what the truth is, I c2n present you as a ''sym-
pathetic character” and I can help you. I might even help
you get out of prizen in 10 or 12 years, depending on how
much you cooperate with me. :

Along with my hope that there will be no trial, I hope
that you will decide to +ell Mo». Foreman and re the complete
tfruth about your involvament in +his murder. You don't have
to identify anybody else. And no statement by you as to the
murder ever has to be published. But if I am to help you
effectively, you are going to have 1o help ne tell the story
truthfully. :

Tn 1955 T wrote the complete truth about two men in
Mississippi who murndered a youth nemed Tmmmett Till. I wrote
+he story so that those two vihite men have been able to stay
out of jail and live successfully and find jobs. I can do
a similar job for you if and when you ever decide to help
me. )

3 : ~

Tn vhat I write NOW I must write all that I think I
know, and I must also recreate +his murder as I believe it ..
happened. And I want you to understand what I now believe
and what I intend to write: ’ :

T don'i: think you are stupid or inept or incapable’
of this crime or thz escape which followad. Nothing is more
. damaging to you and your chances than the continued published
staterents by men like Devel and others that you are a “deranged"
and inept man, incapable of Xilling Dr. King or of making your
escape. -

Qui{e frankly, I think you killed Dr. King, and by
your own accounts 1o me and your lawyers, you made your

escape. The best service I can render you is to write this
in simple words SO people can understand it.

The suggestion that you were not skillful enough to fire
the shot is nonsense. I bought the same rifle you bought frcm
_the people in Pinmminghan, and I recreated the shot from the
same angles and distance. The shot is easy, and you Know it and
I know it and can demonstrate it. :



Nzal
-to a large nunber
you. And again I emphasize: I do NOT ask you to nare anyone.

From the beginning you have said that "another man"
was with you in lMemphis. Maybe there was, but there is no
believable cvidence that there was. I have to assume that
you. were along, and I can do nothing more than quote you as

SR - 4- e N mn & FEE Eamas)
saying that scomcone else was with you.

In short, my story ncw has to '"make sense.!" And I have
to try to make sense where you have declined to help me.

I can't pretend that you weren't anti-Negro. The
state has arple evidence to show that you were a "nigger-
hater." Your refusal to sleep in an integrated dormitory
at Leavenworth is really a@ll the evidence the state needs.

I expect to complete my book by March 1st. I'll send
it to you by Mr. Foraman chapter by chapter, and I hope you
will correct any mistake in it.

Please understand that it is not enough for me to "write
whatever I want to write." The only thing I can write is
what I sincerely belicve to be the truth. Remenber that
nothing more that I write will be published until the trial

is over. You will have been sentenced before anything appears

again.

- T have to wri

4~
of Americans, and only the truth can help

else involved. X don't need any names; all I need is a true
account. ‘ -

T need to know when James Earl Ray decided to kill
Martin Luther King. And why you decided to kill him. And
the help that was given you: was it given to you because you
and perhaps others were going to kill King, or because you
were going to do scme more border-running? '

You are going to need help, Jim. You may need help to
escape the chair. You'll need help, and money, for appeals.
I am the only man in the writing business who wants to present
you as a sympathetic character, and who-is willing to take the
risks of giving money to your defense and cause. And I have
to write what I am going to write NOW. MNot at any time later.

After you have been sentenced, I can come to see you,
and we can write more perhaps a year or two years. from now.
Like Chessman did. (I worked-on his story.) But I need help
from ycu now. And I'm not suggesting that you put anything
further in writing. Just tell Mr. Foreman what the truth is.

scmething in which you appear "sympathetic"

.



In concluding, let e repeat:

1. You have much to lose and absolutely nothine to
< .

gain from & trial. So I hope there won't be a trmal, and
that Mr, Foraman cen armange o life sontence for you.  Hot

88 years but dife,

2. At thz same time I hope you will tell Mp. Foreman and
me the entire truth., You.don't have to name anybody else,
Just tell us the whole truth. I can then write and publish this
in & way which will win you sympathy from a very large number
of pcople arournd the world. - :

And believe me on this: Public opinion is going to
decide your ultimate fate. fod e, Torepan and I are the only
Two people who can manipulate public opinion in vour favor.
I have told you this: that the other books now being
written will all present you as the sole and lone murderer
of Dr. King. The Mackillan book will say that you adnired
your criminal uncle, and that no one else but you was in-
volved in the King murder.

Y, alone, insist that you were "helped" or "directed™
in the murder. I, alone, talk ebout conspiracy. To do
this effectively T need more help from you. -

1 could also use this: I have written about how you
vere in Selima on March 2Z2nd, and then drove on to Birningham
and Atlanta. Then back to Birningham for the gun, and back
T Atlanta. I need from you & day by day and hour by hour
wccount of your movements from Atlanta to Memphis on April
3rd. ; :

¥hatever happens, and whatever you decide to do,
I'm sorry that the court would not allow you to see me; I
think this is a great injustice to you; and I will continue
to try to help you. ' :

Sincerely, L
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T & uoridag vory hard on the st tosy, and I wiil te in

'}mexuu all this wcek.

T have now meached the point where I rmust ask you to

. explein to me clearly your ILVOLVDENT.in the I\m'f murcer,

“How notice that I don't ask you to nre othor

pcople.
' I siinply ask you to help ;e cxplain truthlully your involva-

. I'm sure you understand that there is no way in vhich I
‘can dony yewe involvosint.  So, in your oim *'r“'ccrLs‘c, T must
mm]a, N 1T, AU vour trial yo nanbhor of the Jury can hove the

sLighlcot doubt that you were involved.  You can plead Hot
Gull**' T the chare of murdor, and o, Hoass can create

’ Wbt as to exactly it your 1’07r-» as.  But that yeu were

’m*ro] vad 35 an olvious and acecpted fact. Mot even your

B“Wo*m“n: have quastionsd

4 %
. %
DEG TRAS.

I am sending you the series of ro ports by LOLl“ Jomo
about your involvient. Ile is a llepro repovter and tcl':aslo..

LY ONAT T Aana heo ch ~-f*’nnrv~l comna f«f‘ | P
- - AT 4
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Stein. Iz and Stein tried to retrace your roumc-trip from
" los Angeles to New Crleans. :

I need to kmow the truth, from ycu, akout over«"c‘-ﬁn"
that lomax s says.  In particular I need o mnow the truth
about: whether the mcmcy for this murder came from iiew ON cans,

. Qanic obviously, some time during 1667 sorebndy decidad
to }LVL King hllc".- And this « CcClSlO'”x Was nAad

AU somiens.,

Where do you think. this decision was rud*?

At what tum do you thm it was made? | ——
~ Exactly E:_}lon did you come involved in *}.10 plan?
m:crc were you? And tcll me how you lcum“d of it.
Under What tenas did you beedme part of this plan? How
. uch were you paid g.t the putset? What instructions weore you
given? L .
@ 7 K -‘. "
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‘How much vere you pren nser’ after the x“urc’nr"’ that
were ycu to have been palc‘ in Atlanta after King was cead?

Ipf'o lmr'l‘n"\""m(* one nnn‘:’n:rr\ on one pmm-. T can't .
belicve, and I will rot swmest in anythine I write, that you
are stupid. Or Uhat you were a Supe or & dosc in thic murder.

T don't balicvs it, and T think this theory Umt you
are a dupe can bz fatal to you. I hclVL, oon present at most
of tha bis race-murvier trials sincc 1955, Several meniers of

the Jury whidch Judres you in Feophis will be glad that oo ebody
mudered Xine, and they may vote in your NVN' if thcy believe

“that you e & villine instruweent in King's murder. Put if
thosc juroz*‘ continua te reaed that you arv such a stupid dopz
that you didn't even l’fzf\’: what was going on uatil you ! hzard a

- shot fired, they aren t C,on*e, to have any sy**-mdu y for you.

If my story is to be of any value "rxd of any help to you,
I must precent you as an intelligent Lro”]cc, recable ;U’l\.JVr_,, .
”trylnﬂ ‘Lo obtain capital cmc’ an 1dentﬂ’c ¥, vHo x.ms enlisted in
-this nurder plen.

J And vhat induced you to enlist in this plan? Your
_brother says that it cculd.enly be money . nll right, tell me
.,h° poney story, so that I can Le‘l .-I.L ’Lm_fbﬂ)]v
- Heré. is another:point \-Jhic’n I'm sure you now undsrs and.
Ty story, when I quote you, it will cnly be about your
non-erirningl activities: like your job in Chicazo, or your
experiences after you brole cut of pr‘iqon or youxr p.ar‘sonal
habits, cte. Unen T write atout vour criminal. activities,
.Y will MEVER qUoce vou, or even szy that you told e @UL..:’ g
about this. I will write as though 1 Ob‘l.':lll]Cd this inforne ioq
inny "gumral investigation.”

Now: once I understand clearly how, when, and where you
becaﬁﬁ )x.vo] % 1 I can ma]\e sense out of your *‘r‘ VClb- I c

_Oﬂomo i Decos bk,r, 1867. %

Quite obviouslv you came to iew Crlcans for money: you

. would have been a dama fool to make that trip for any other
yeason. Well, tell us about the xr@n(,y?

In short, Mr. Ray, all sorts of utm* s have been written
about you and 'Lh]o moxler.  And the effect of all of them 1s to
start you straight tociand the clectric chair. The only way I
can help you is for me to publish the truth and make sense.

[ If you hated liartin Luther Kins and hcur »d ki1l him
" because of it, then you will have plenty of "yrmt)u"or‘ in
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He ﬂpmo. 1§ this is the truth, it can help you.

Tf Vartin Luther King yeant nothing to you, one wWay or
the other, and you werc Fired by men wio ‘thf‘d him to klll
hin, you will &lso have Sy ApETNLzZeYSe

_ But if you '_]U 3t n(n':r,ncd to ctukle 11r1‘co a1l this, and
30\1 aicn't knou what the noll was going on, then no juror is
gom" to glve 2 Qamm acoul you. .

So I hope that nowr, Vory seriously, and in your cun
best interest, you v 311 *" «1p i, hHanes wderstand your
INVOL\’L J-'L in this macr.

The only. way in which you can hblp yours rself nov is to

help me putlish th, truth.

S . Best wishes,

I realize th“t we are hc.ndwc ppt by not boing axle to
4+alk face to facc. Mp, lianes will tcll you ThIiC this week

‘we are ir‘yul* to reach st d"’I\,C,-'f‘Il‘L Uth Judge P"U, o

Just as socn as 1 get ﬂw true picture of your involve-

" ment -- vhen it began, \“l""‘”, and how it woried -- then I will

travel to Candils, Califcrnia (,na raxico and find other pvopN,

llkc the hlmfc,:ur 1o help me Mimprove your imagze. "

®y



