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Deay Hr. ¥Mershall,

Wars T your snemy, or 1f£ I bore yeu any 111 w111, Bow I would walconma
gour letder of the 50th, Inatesd, however, I grievs for tue famlly sust has
ontrusted 1ts honor in its bereavemsnt %o » awen 8o nmuch 2 lemming., I do not
reosll having made any demend upon you, &nd I de recall sperdlug much time
wrl ting you ond meking offers (not ens of wildch you have sccepted), ap no
poasible profit o myself, go that you may yst save yourself, so St the day
will not coma whon you will £ind 1% impossibie %o live with whst you have done
with the responsibilities you huve accepted - md o yourself,

Perhaps 1% 4s the greatest $rogedy that smong =ll tuvae he touched # Hh
greatness, the lete President hed no Blondal,

Long oo I realized that in seme ways all I will be abls to do is
leave 8 yevord, ig my concept of my obligetions require of me the impwerishment
concomitiant %0 1%, sc also does it reanire of me that I give each men involved
to meie bz own record, of whatever character it may be. In my view, faliness to
Yhosa who mey be invocend, the Ratisnsl bBenor and Ristory demsnd thls,

You pretond 4% iz your purpose "to prevent undignified vy sensational
raproduction” of tha materlals seme of which you must understend you eXercise no
legal righta ovex. In imsediiate guastion are the sbirt aud tie. 41 I heve eought
is pietures »f the most mionute sreas of Ibe shirt and tis thet srs dunmaged, aad
my letbters could not be move gpecific in saying evorytbing else can be cropged eute
Unless you define "undignified snd semwational® %o meen truthful representstion,
your latter is without mesning., Or, more scvuratsly, it says you %ill poralt only
what conr Lsve no other than "undignifled and sensstional” use, no other kind, of
thass nlcekbures.

in 211 your grest legal wiasdom, hag 1t never sccurred to you toay 4T the
existing pietures ahovad anything, tue Areiivist would have had no ogcmslon to have
any others made?

A11 T went 1s 0 be abla to study the demege to the garments, no% the
gore, The Archivist hos sent me more gore than I ssked fov. I salnd fox enlavge-
mente of the domege alsne, Mo sent me both 2ides of SE394 (I did not seck the back),
CE395, and, woen for s long time + pressed him, masuningless enlargsmcnt of both,
Bac:uca you pretend your purpose is fo "prevent uadignified or ssnsatiornsl usev, I
send them $6 you berewith end defy you %o show me sny other use tuast can v nade
of theme I will not uss thésa pictures, but L would like tusm returned. ind L isoue
you twe other abnllenges you find one word in the wore thun 2 millien I nme
written on tbis subject you cam feel Bresis the Ifrogldent or anyibing cbouwl him in



what you can ¢all either undignified or sensational; snd you got the Arehivist
te make for you those pictures of the demages to the germenta I have ssked of
him, you study them, then you compsre them with what be mekes fresly aveilable
snd declde for yourzelf which is undignifled end pensational,

I ssk further thet you ses 4f you can £ind anything of evidentiary
value - snything other then gore - in the plotuves of the chirt so f{reely
avallable, sad 1 ask that you wesk out of whetevsr plctures the Archivish v
makes all bub the dsmege %o the fabrie end tien tell me, ©s & reaseunable msn -
of at least sveroge intelligence, thet you fiad iz in wiet I seoks

‘Then examine the plecture of the tie, the only one, snd t«ll ne thag
you, 8 a lavwyer presumeably possessed of at lemst rudimentery knowledga of
the alleged fact, see snything of evidentiary value in it, Thors is no side
view, I nave ssked end been refused onae of the damage slone, Conceive of thige
no meeningful pleture of tho fundamental evidsnce relating to the murder of your
friend, your Brosident am well as mine,

The sxhiblt plctures were carefully staged by the FRI %o hide ey
evidence, andl the mesningless testimony then was provided by the ¥HI, If wu
are content to laave 1% this way, 1 am not,

Nor am I eontent, #ith my racord, to scoept the gross personal insuld
in your letter and thoese of the Avchivieb, thet I intend undipgn¥fled or sepsa-
tlonal reproduction, Until I c¢an study the pleture I ssek I have no wsy of movl ng
wihethar or no% I »ill want %o reproduce them. Deaplte your and official encourage=
ment (s80d ¥ em beginning to wonder 1€ thers im any separation); I will not print
those nrovided, for they are only wuel you esy they ave nete

I have filed the firset of a seriss of suits under the Freedom of
Information Acke The only resmson 4 have not fllel moxe is that the govermmen t s
engaged in & systamatic, unseemly and I think illegal effart to thwart them, iHowe
ever, I om content for the govermment %o nmaike l¥s own yecord in this regsrd, for
that, ton, will become 3 matter of court record, snd there thls ¢lear depariure
from the trengparent and exprossed will of Congress will bo duly recorded., It
will help, not huri, ssteblishment of truth. At some polnt I may nsed a 3 tness
to offer & competont opinion on whet is "undignified”, what Lo "senzabtionnlt,

A I resd your leiter snd your vecord, you can cualify as an expert,

If at any point you want te learn what you have dong apd are dolng to
yourzelf snd what to =e would be close Lo sacred obligations, I will saow you,
subject to the single rastrietion, you pressrve the confidence I would be ene
trusting to youe Mins hag besen an exuausting, impoverishing work snd I would
pregerve ny work for myself and my own interprsiapion and use.

With deepest regrats,
B4inceraly,

CONFIDENTIAL copies to
Bud, Dick, Gary, Paul
Howard
fiareld Yeisbverg
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