
    
    

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRECT OF COLUMBIA 

ee eee we ew we ew ew ew ew ow -o- x 

HAROLD WEISBERG, : 

Plaintifeé, : 
Civil Action No. 2052-73 

We - 3 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, 1 

. Defendant, - 

es me a Se ee oo 

STATE OF NEW YORK ) 

GOUNTY OF NEW YORK ) ss. 

CITY OF NEW YORK +) 

I, J. LEE RANKIN, living at 35 Sutton Place, New York, 

New York, do hereby soieumly swear: 

1. From December 8, 1963, I served as General Counsel of 

the President's Commission on the Assassination of President 

Kennedy (Warren Commission), 

_2, Shortly after I had assumed the duties of General 

Counsel of the Commission, I was instructed by the Comission 

that among my duties was the esponsibility to security classify 

at appropriate levels of classification those records created by 

the Commission in its investigation and report that should be 

S$ nwies get'n secant tT amee Ff £83 ot = tel en . - < - BESUTLEY cLassified uniss ting Freeutive order 

Comaission's suthority to classify its records and its decisica 

to delegate thet responsibility to me existed pursuant te 

Executive Order 10501, @s emended, 

 



  

  

3. As agreed to by the Commission, I ordered that the 

transcripts of certain of the Commission executive sessions, 

including that of January 27, 1964, be classified "Top Secret,” 

and I commmicated the fact of said classification to Ward & Paul, 

transcribers of the executive sessions (sea attached copies of 

correspondence between Ward & Paul and me). 

I have read “the above statement, consisting o£ two pages, 

and Le is true and complete to the best of! my knowledge and 

belief. I understand that the information I have given is not 

to be considered confidential and that it may be shown to the | 

interested parties. : 

/s/ J. LEE RANKIN 

J, Lik RANKIN 
  

Subscribed and sworn to before me 

et New York, New York 

on this 8th day of April, 1974. 
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Bonori ble Bernard L. Boutin ~* 
Adninjatretor, General Services 

soe Acz:Laistration gow 
--- Washington, D. 6. 

Dear Mr. Boutins : ° se 

Pursuant to Executive Order 1132 ‘| of Novecher 29, 1963p. 
_. the Mecbersa of the President's Comissi.m to Investigate tha .. °° 7 se 

. Assessinstion of President Kennedy, at a meeting of the Commis- -- & 
-  gfon on December 6, 1953, agreed to colicit the esxvices of & 

-. J. Leo Rankin as General Coumsel for ths Coosission. Er. Rankin 
officially accepted the appointment on Decexber 6, 1953. 

: o* ee - . 7 7 o Since > . . . _ ; é we ae oS : 

. ‘Chairmen 

“a7 ¥ Ye . 
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WARD & PAUL 
SHORTHAND MNEPORTERS 

917 G STEEET. NW. 
« WASHINGTON 1, D. c.. 

we coe e 620-4266 
JESEOL wand 

= 
Orrician Reroaraee woe 

5 atcrro aun 

Concrereic-al Come eas 
> + (ye33-4802) 

oe 
. Os [ aSE L. Wako, an, January 7, 1964 

Hone J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel, Presidential Commission on the 
Assassination of President Kennedy, 200 Maryland &venue, N. Ee:y 

Washington, D. C. 20002. 

Re: Stenograshic Reporting Dear Sir: . 
. 

: Pursuant to our conversation of yesterday, in whitch a general Outline of reporting services and needs was discussed, and at which time you asked for a statement of prices for work Performed, I am happy to submit the Following schedule of charges: 

Original and two copies ’ $1.65 per page (Total) 4th. copy < i e15 per page $ 1.80 5th copy 15 per page 1.95 6th copy : et5 per’ page 2.10 7th copy °15 per page 2.25 Bth copy es * 15 per page 2.40 

9th copy -10.per page 2-50 

10th to 20th copies / ; _ 05 per page 3.05 
21st to 25th copies ‘02 per page < 3015 

: / 
The first eight copies are at the current Cénoressional rate For closed sessions, no sales permitted; the ninth and succeeding copies reflect,a multiple cosy rate with decreasing costs due to higher production of copies. . 

it is contemplated that the reporting services will be performed in Washington, D. C., and that transcription and duplication will be in the premises of Ward & Payl at the address given above. The work will be given Top Secret or Secret clessification, so marked on each volume, volumes numbered in accordance with security regulations, end receipts obtained for material Passing between the Commission and our Firm. If desired, notes, weste Paper and other materials will be delivered to the Commission daily, with the delivery of each.transcript, or they can be retained by us, under security, and Gestroyed from time to time. I would Sugoest that all waste material be destroyed weekly, and the notes be turned over to the Commission at the end af each c this for possible reexamination of any necessery page or phrase wh might need it. 
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Peoe Tuo - 32. Renkin, 

All ting will be done on = Daily Copy basis, thet is,- fork 
reported . Gey will be delivered by 9:00 a. m. the fFsllowing day, 
unless there is a night session, in which case the portion reported eS 
during the dey will be delivered as indicated, and the night session 
delivered curing the Following day. 

Only personnel having the full necessary clearance will be used - 
in any phase of handling the work of the Commission. 

In event reporting services are needed cutside of the City of 
Washington, we will be able to service the hearing with resorter and 
typist, prepared to deliver a minimum number of copies in the field, 
perhaps en original-sand one copy, and forward the necessary copy back 
to Washington for duplication and delivery to the Commissisn as early 
as possible. _Travel and other such expenses will be borne by the Co:- 
mission in this event, to be thoroughly vouchered by the personnel 
involved. 

Please excuse this lengthy letter, but we feel that it is better to lay a proper groundwork for mutual understanding of the different 
phases of work involved. , : 

Please allow me to thank you, sir, for tre time you tsok to talk with me, and for your understanding of our problems. It is our hope 
that we may be chosen to serve the Commission, and that we may do so 
in a manner that will reflect credit on those who have been kind 
enough to suggest our firm for the work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WARD & PAUL 
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T
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By: Aerie Le) ably -
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“Mrs Jesse te Hardy Je 
_ Ward & Paul ke 
917 G Street, MLB - 
, Mashingtan i, XC. 

  

     

    

  

Des Ue. Wards 

2) Than’: you for siecet letter’ of ‘Jamscey 7, “1958, 
a ‘gaiting forth . he schedule of charges for your ere oe 
: _ SeEvieee : es : = 

  

- The artengeasans set. forth ia your letter, ‘are. 
satisfactory to ma end I am confident that your organiza- 

wee tion will be of greet assistance to this Comission, I 
Boe would like you te handle the reporting of the neetings of - 
ae the Commission es well as any hearings outsice the city 

which msy be held by the Commission. 1 shall advise you 
oe ‘of the ata of the nae Coumiss sion meeting 85 5000 48 

Fang, gree ae nes oes a / oat ? 

    

    
ante you for your ‘Promptness in supplying me i 

vith this informations f 

z Foe! ; Sincerely, Sees “os 

. t - ° : . 

- 

"* General Counsel - -. 7 Ten Svs 2 am 

- \ . fos gegen See EOL se Je ee 
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