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FOREWORD

* Hatnting Human History

The Mysterious Deaths series focuses on nine individuals whose
deaths have never been fully explained. Some are figures from the
distant past; others are far more contemporary. Yet all of them
remain fascinating as much for who they were and how they lived
as for how they died. Their lives were characterized by fame and
fortune, tragedy and triumph, secrets that led to acute vulnerabil-
ity. Our enduring fascination with these stories, then, is due in
part to the lives of the victims and in part to the array of conflict-
ing facts and opinions, as well as the suspense, that surrounds
their deaths.

Some of the people profiled in the Mysterious Deaths series were
controversial political figures who lived and died in the public eye.
John E Kennedy, Abraham Lincoln, and Malcolm X were all killed
in front of crowds as guards paid to protect them were unable to
stop their murders. Despite all precautions, their assassins found
ample opportunity to carry out their crimes. In each case, the as-
sassins were tried and convicted. So what remains mysterious? As
the reader will discover, everything.

The two women in the series, Marilyn Monroe and Amelia
Earhart, are equally well remembered. Both died at the heights of
their careers; both, from all appearances, had everything to live
for. Yet their deaths have also been shrouded in mystery. While
there are simple explanations—Monroe committed suicide,
Earhart’s plane crashed—the public has never been able to accept
them. The more researchers dig into the deaths, the more myste-
rious evidence they unearth. Monroe’s predilection for affairs
with prominent politicians may have led to her death. Earhart,
brash and cavalier, may have been involved in a government plot
that collapsed around her. And these theories do not exhaust the
mysterious possibilities that continue to puzzle researchers.

The circumstances of the deaths of the remaining figures in the
Mysterious Deaths series—Richard III’s nephews Edward and

Richard; the brilliant composer Wolfgang Mozart; and the
infamous bank robber Butch Cassidy—are less well known but no
less fascinating.

For example, what are almost surely the skeletons of the little
princes Edward and Richard were found buried at the foot of a
stairway in the Tower of London in 1674. To many, the discovery
proved beyond a doubt that their evil uncle, Richard III, murdered
them to attain the throne. Yet others find Richard wrongly accused,
the obvious scapegoat. The mysterious tale of their deaths—full of
dungeons, plots, and treachery—is still intriguing today.

In the history books, Wolfgang Mozart died in poverty from a
consumptive-like disease. Yet there are reports and rumors,
snatches of information culled from distant records, that Mozart
may have died from a slow poisoning. Who could have wanted to
murder the famous composer? And why?

Finally, bank robber Butch Cassidy’s death couldn’t have been
less mysterious—shot to death by military police in Bolivia along
with his companion, the Sundance Kid. Then why did members
of Butch Cassidy’s family and numerous others swear to have
seen him, in full health, in the United States years after his sup-
posed death?

These true-life whodunits are filled with tantalizing “what ifs?”
What if Kennedy had used the bulletproof plastic hood that his
Secret Servicemen had ready? What if Lincoln had decided not to
attend the theater—which he did only to please his wife? What if
Monroe’s friend, Peter Lawford, receiving no answer to his persis-
tent calls, had gone to her house, as he wanted to do? These
questions frustrate us as well as testify to a haunting aspect of
human history—the way that seemingly insignificant decisions
can alter its course.




INTRODUCTION

* A Bypular President

Despite his brief tenure in the White House, President John
Fitzgerald Kennedy remains one of America’s most fondly remem-
bered and admired presidents.

Born to a politically active Irish Catholic family (his maternal
grandfather was mayor of Boston), Kennedy was groomed for
leadership. Originally, his older brother, Joe, was expected to lead
the family to the White House, but when Joe was killed in World
War 11, “Jack” Kennedy took his place as the Kennedy most likely to
be president. Jack was educated at Harvard and became a wartime
hero when he not only survived the wreck of his PT boat in the Pa-
cific, but also rescued other crewmen. In 1946 he was elected to
the House of Representatives and in 1952 to the U.S. Senate. In
1956 he made an unsuccessful bid for the Democratic vice presi-
dential nomination.

In 1960 the 43-year-old Kennedy sought a far greater prize: the
presidency. His bid caused controversy, for if elected he would be
the first Roman Catholic president, and many non-Catholics
feared that a Catholic in the White House would take orders from
the pope in Rome. Kennedy overcame such bigotry and that No-
vember won a paper-thin victory over Vice President Richard M.
Nixon.

Kennedy’s presidency was compared to the legendary realm of
King Arthur, called Camelot. The handsome young president and
his beautiful wife, Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, brought glamour
to Washington. They appreciated the arts and were avid readers
(Jack had even won a Pulitzer Prize for writing Profiles in Courage).
Kennedy's call for sacrifice and patriotism inspired many Ameri-
cans. “Ask not what your country can do for you,” he told listeners
at his inauguration, “ask what you can do for your country.” To fur-
ther his goals he founded the Peace Corps and boldly proposed
putting a man on the moon. He asked for such things, he told au-
diences, “not because they are easy but because they are hard.”

The Kennedy years were also years of turmoil. Many of the con-
flicts that Kennedy faced would become a part of the various con-
spiracy theories that circulated after his assassination. Among the
problems that dogged his presidency were racial integration, orga-
nized crime, and the cold war. Protests erupted throughout the
South as black Americans fought to break down the barriers of
decades of segregation. Kennedy responded by ordering troops to
help integrate the University of Alabama and by pushing civil
rights legislation in the Congress. Many white southerners still fa-
vored segregation and greatly resented Kennedy's efforts.

Although John E Kennedy's tenure in the White House was brief, he
remains one of the most fondly remembered presidents of our time.
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The president’s brother, Attorney General Robert F Kennedy;,
took bold steps against mob leaders, including International
Brotherhood of Teamsters leader Jimmy Hoffa. Racketeers felt be-
trayed by the Kennedy brothers and shed no tears over either
brother’s death.

Tensions were high abroad, with the threat of nuclear destruc-
tion always possible as American and Soviet interests clashed
around the world. In Germany, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev
challenged Kennedy by building the Berlin Wall, which sealed off
the Western enclave of West Berlin. In Southeast Asia communist
insurgencies threatened Laos and South Vietnam. Kennedy
responded by sending an ever-increasing number of so-called
advisers, who actually provided military assistance to local gov-
ernments.

The continuing presence of pro-Soviet dictator Fidel Castro in
Cuba was particularly troublesome. In 1960 Kennedy criticized the

JEK was inaugurated in 1960 and led the country during one of the most
tumultuous times in U.S. history.
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President Kennedy negotiated one of the most frightening struggles for
power in U.S. history during the Cuban Missile Crisis. Fidel Castro
(pictured) allowed Soviet leaders to place nuclear missile silos in Cuba
touching off an international crisis.

Eisenhower administration for not doing enough to topple Castro.
The following year a U.S.-backed invasion of Cuba, the Bay of Pigs
invasion, failed miserably; the episode was a great embarrassment
to Kennedy. In 1962 the Soviets began placing nuclear missiles in
Cuba. Never before had Soviet warheads been so near American
cities. JFK responded by blockading Cuba and turning back Soviet
ships; he threatened to escalate the conflict if Khrushchev did not
pull the missiles out. No one knew how the Soviet leader would re-
spond. Would he refuse to compromise and risk a nuclear con-
frontation? The Soviet ships finally turned back, and an agreement
was reached. The Soviets promised to pull their missiles out of the
Caribbean island, but many anticommunist Americans (and most
Cuban exiles living in this country) feared that Kennedy had
promised to leave the widely hated Castro dictatorship in place as
part of the deal. Later, some conspiracy theorists would see these
anti-Castro groups as prime suspects in Kennedy’s death; other
theorists implicated Castro himself.

In late 1963 Kennedy'’s political future was by no means assured,
and he scheduled a visit to Texas to help shore up support in that
key state.




“They Are Going to
Kill us Alll”

To a politician every season is a political season, and President
John E Kennedy was no exception. Especially now that he was less
than a year away from the next presidential election.

In late November 1963, Kennedy knew that his reelection in
1964 was hardly secure. Winning the state of Texas was crucial to
Kennedy's reelection campaign: No Democrat had ever won a
presidential election without carrying Texas. Even with Texan Lyn-
don Baines Johnson on the ticket, Kennedy's popularity was dwin-
dling in the conservative state.

So President Kennedy was going to Texas.

President Kennedy arrives in Fort Worth, Texas, in 1963 to the smiling
faces of crowds of supporters.

P e R

John and Jacqueline Kennedy arrive in Dallas, Texas. It would prove to
be the start of a tragic day for Jacqueline and the rest of the nation.

The Trip

Kennedy’s Texas itinerary included appearances in San Antonio,
Houston, Fort Worth, Dallas, and the capital city of Austin. He
would be in the state for three days, from Thursday, November 21,
until Saturday, November 23.

Complicating the visit was the bitter rivalry between Texas gov-
ernor John Connally, a conservative Democrat and Johnson'’s long-
time ally, and Texas senator Ralph Yarborough, a more liberal
member of the president’s party. They detested each other, and the
two bickered childishly over who would ride in which car and who
would be invited to which functions. At one point Kennedy force-
fully told Yarborough he would either ride in the same car as Lyn-
don Johnson or walk.

Also traveling with JFK was his popular wife, Jacqueline. Al-
though she was clearly a campaign asset, she had never previously
accompanied her husband on a political trip. Her presence was so
important that the president took the time to help her choose her
wardrobe. They selected a pink wool suit with a navy blue collar
and a matching pink pillbox hat. Jackie did not usually wear hats,
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but she would be riding in several motorcades, and a hat was nec-
essary to keep her hairdo from being spoiled by the wind. “If it’s so
important that I look all right in Dallas,” she complained to her
husband, “why do I have to be blown around in a motorcade first?”

“Wanted for Treason”

The Kennedy team did not look forward to visiting Dallas. It was
one of the more Republican and conservative cities in the state,
and even its Democrats were far more conservative than the pres-
ident and the majority of his party were. In addition, disturbing
events were happening in the city.

On April 10, 1963, General Edwin Walker, an unsuccessful right-
wing Texas gubernatorial candidate who had been removed from
his army command in Europe for giving highly political lectures to
his troops, was the target of an assassination attempt. He had nar-
rowly missed death while sitting in his own dining room. A win-
dow frame deflected the well-aimed bullet and saved his life. It was
such a close call that the bullet passed through Walker’s hair in-
stead of through his skull. Even though Walker was a political op-

A few months before Kennedy arrived in Dallas, an assassination
attempt had been made on General Edwin Walker (pictured) while he
was at home.
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ponent of Kennedy, the fact that an assassin had targeted a public
figure was alarming to Kennedy's staff.

There were other ominous incidents—some aimed at more lib-
eral figures. That October on United Nations Day, UN ambassador
Adlai E. Stevenson had visited Dallas. A crowd of noisy, jeering pro-
testers jostled him and even spat on him. One woman hit his head
with a placard. Other Dallasites were embarrassed by the incident,
and Dallas mayor Earle Cabell said the city could make up for the
display of hostility by giving Kennedy a warm welcome.

Yet as the visit drew closer there were growing signals that
Kennedy would not receive a warm welcome. On November 21,
1963, someone distributed five thousand inflammatory handbills
on city streets. They featured the president’s picture and read
“Wanted for Treason”; they were meant to criticize Kennedy for
not being tough enough on Castro and communism. On the day of
the visit, the American Fact Finding Committee ran a full-page ad
in the Dallas Morning News. Trimmed with a quarter-inch-wide
black border, it was less fiery than the handbill, but still accused
the president of being “soft on Communists” and persecuting
“loyal Americans.”

It was no wonder that Kennedy’s advisers did not relish visiting
Dallas in what others would later describe as an “atmosphere of
hate.”

The Motorcade

Yet as Kennedy awoke on the morning of Friday, November 22, he
had reason to be optimistic. Large and enthusiastic crowds
greeted him at San Antonio and Houston, and the response had
been the same at Fort Worth. It looked as if JFK might carry Texas
in 1964 after all.

That morning the presidential party flew from Fort Worth to
Dallas. The cities are virtually next to each other, and the flight
took only thirteen minutes. Just before boarding the plane
Kennedy spoke almost casually to his special assistant Kenneth
O’Donnell about the possibility of assassination. “All one had to
do,” said JFK, “was get on a high building someday with a tele-
scopic rifle, and there was nothing anybody could do.”

At 11:40 a.M. Air Force One, the presidential aircraft, landed at
Dallas’s Love Field. A few minutes later the presidential motorcade
left for downtown Dallas.




VANTED

FOR

TREASON

THIS MAN iswanted for treasonous

THIS MAN iswented for treascnous

THIS MAN iswanted for treasonous  3.He hasbeen lax inenforcing Com-

activities against the United States: munist Registration laws.

4. Hehasgiven supportand encour-
agement to the Communist insp-
ired racial riots.

. He has illegally invaded a sover-
eign State with federal troops.

. He has consistantly appointed
Anti-Christians to Federal office:
Upholds the Supreme Court in
its Anti-Christian rulings.

—

. Betraying the Constitution (which
he swore to uphold):
He is turning the sovereignty of 5
the U.S. over to the communist
controlled United Nations. 6
He isbetraying our friends(Cuba,
Katanga, Portugal) and befriend-
ing our enemies (Russia, Yugosla-

via, Poland ). Aliens and known Communists
2.He has b’een WRON'G on innu- abound in Federal offices.
merable issues affecting the se- 7. He has baeen caught in fantastic

curity of the U.S. (United Nations-
Berlin wall-Missle removal-Cuba.
Wheat deals-Test Ban Treaty,etc.)

LIES to the American people (in-
cluding personal ones like his
previous marraige and divorce).

One of the “treason” handbills distributed in Dallas before Kennedy's
assassination. Many people believed Kennedy had not taken a tough
enough stand against communism.

Two Dallas police motorcycles led the way. Police Chief Jesse
Curry drove the lead car, a white Ford, and Winston G. Lawson, the
Secret Service’s advance agent for the trip, accompanied him.
Three more motorcycle police followed. Then came the midnight
blue presidential limousine, an oversized Lincoln, officially
dubbed SS 100 X. Two Secret Service agents, Roy Kellerman and
Bill Greer, rode in the front seat with Governor and Mrs. Connally
riding directly in back of them. The Kennedys were behind the
Connallys, with John Kennedy on the right and Jacqueline

Kennedy on the left. A bouquet of red roses was on the seat be-
tween the Kennedys. On each side of the car and slightly behind it
(a breach of security policy) rode two more motorcycle police. To
avoid blocking the public’s view they were ordered not to pull up
even with the presidential limousine unless there was trouble.

Two other simple security precautions were violated that day.
Each side of the car had been designed to hold a standing Secret
Service agent, but because these men would partially block the
public’s view of the president, Kennedy ordered them not to take
their security positions. The car also featured a plastic bubbletop
for protection against rain. Most people thought it was bullet-
proof. It wasn't, but it might have slightly deflected the path of any
bullet aimed at the car. Because the temperature had reached the
seventies, Kenny O’Donnell ordered the Secret Service not to
mount it in place.

Immediately following the presidential vehicle was a 1956
Cadillac convertible carrying O’Donnell, fellow presidential aide
Dave Powers, and eight more Secret Service agents. Each agent
was armed with a .38-caliber pistol. Between agents George
Hickey and Glen Barrett was a powerful AR-15 automatic rifle.

Kennedy rides in the presidential limousine with Jackie and Texas
governor John Connally (in foreground) before being fatally shot.







