Whether or not once considers unions & basic institution of our society one in
patticular, one of the largest and nosy influeui}ial, failed tragically. One of its
employe_es believed he knew -- and named - a man responsible for the King assassination.

I believe that beginning with worker nilitancy that began with the "Great Vepression'

that started with the stock-market crash o’ 1929, which I recall clearly, with the organi-
w)/ ) [re
zation and succes%,bf the Congressof Indusiriul Urganizationg/these rilitant qp;ons gave
Opg s el Frintlin Defane Resdy pells

impetus to the nodernization of our society, to-glumged social and emononic concepts, to
the mnprecedented growth in the industrial base of the cou:itry's richness and power. I

was part of the United States Senate's investigationy that codl;ibuted nuch to the
exposure of the abuses working-people had suffered and to an understanding of the need for

|
radical changes for the nation's potentials to be realized, /* { jL{t(

)
By accident, as had happened before:/i developed a potentially significant lead for
S JT way /rvt-ﬂﬂ “w
the solution of this the most costly crime in our histofssjby-reuction to ggy appearance
on a tléﬁ showe While I was stiffviiﬁuigi‘ﬁiscussing the hing assassination on Washington's
STV W WA TV]
NTOP(fﬁé“ﬁfE&ﬁEgr, ny friend Dave Simon, got a phone call for me, giving him a phone

number for me to call when the slhiow ended,

A

aftey the show Y phoned and then visited the caller. I left with a gépe recording
»\,m’:’l/p‘( pertinds o
that amounts to a confession of rcontributory negligence at—vhe—very—teast by an employee

of the State “Younyy and hunicipal Vorkers of america. That distraught man had changed his

AT Dl e o (i) _
naiié and empleyments I phoned the union's president, Jerry lurf, asking to see him so

uprnd 2
I could discuss this with him and locate this man, #é did not take the phone. +nsteud

he referring ny inquire to 4werdling, his general counsel, Zwerdling wpote R
fon Vetticn £ ued AAVTE

S lettan L and

telling me to go to the FBI. as I learned years later, he also sent a copy of my letter ) ?

to the 'BI, which disclosed it to me in C.a.75-1996.
When we come to this the reader will be able to decide whether or not the union

failed, whether or not it should huve ro:'used to see and talk to me, whether or not

Aale Ling And mvyf il
sea&ing_my££f4ivtter to the FBI was rocasonable and proper,



T

unenployed
Lo thpse who did not live through it it nay be inpossible to believe that] men (“«uul

were senteced to long terms in jail for stealing a loaf of bread to dmef feed their

starviné' children when a loaf of bread cost only seven cents, or for stealing a quart
Chen
of milk thutAcost only 12 centscytheﬁ'.

Contrasting to this as justice was meted out, ther: were shorter sentences, shorter

by far, to those who pilfered their own banks. In one rural Kentucky county in which I
4
lived and vorked with the "SI and “e ‘partuent of Justigice lawyers for several nonths
- lﬂér» {"/’%
in 19%8 1 knew a man whose father had robbed his own bank, served about two years in

»
jail and emerged as a ﬂsult of his crinme one of that country's most prosperous citizense

A
A}though L was never unengloyed when - went to college, which required 12 miles
- 4%‘1( L(%Z’ i

M bws (a4 condg D irudy
hitchh-hiking each way in all we=her weather and had me frost-bitten seveal tines) J had L?'

worked for as little as two dollars for a 14-hour day that began wi nfy walking 20
et /4 o 4’7% AW

blocks to get to work and more than 20 blocks going hondcbecause llke other young nen, I

walked women home first, beginning at 10 o'clock at night becauge there were so many
_)vnmaﬂdi"/'

desparattj men roaming the streetde vtr e llAZM i T ,%’/47 W

=N .
There were times I walkked on neuspgper and cardboard because l did not have the
1

single dollr it then cost to have shoes hali'-soled.
Compared to a nultitude of others I was fortunate and well-off. Women who had no
N @ Al (nde
other way of getting food sold themsélwasfeﬁld men who had been wiped out and had no

way of earning a living for their families jumped out of windows all ove:' the countrye.

There was a remnant of this in Hemphis in 1958 and that is why f(‘in?. was there,



note or insertion on &

A

Perhaps tie nost interesting of a number of such tips was afcaller who would not
talk on the air when I was broadcasting from XM, in Jack London Square, Oaklund, “alif-
ornia, just before midnight on “ecember 14, 1966. The caller, who did not Jant to ide - nify
hiuwself because he had just started a business and feared official retaliation, told ne

) _{,;Z-@ug_z.,,[ T[F L ety
that he had served in the llarines wit@JLee Harvey Oswald, had never been interviewed
by the VYffice of Naval Intelligence or the ¥BIor the larren Comuis :ion, and he told me
that the Oswgld I was describing from the offical records was not like the real Lee
~.and hxt '

Harvey Oswald with whomn he had had serious discussionss) with whonm he shot pool and
listened to classical nusic.ie told me things about Swald I was later able to confirm,

including the fact that in the “‘arines he had what the Varren Comrission did not learn and

the Navy did not report to it, that Oswald had a very high security cleurunce.)



If Jerry Vurf was not aware of the IFBI's virulent anti-unionism, reilecting that
of its founding director, from its very first duys under him, he was an idiot or worse.
I knew people in the late 1930s who were fired by Hoover nercly because they talked about
organizing an employees union, If Zwerdlinﬁ didn t, he was an incompetent and a fool,
. King was in kemphis to be killed there only because he had gone there to suport
’AT“M(W\@ Licel YIRS f‘j/.v
Wurf's\union of underpaid and discriminated-againt leeal-compgeed—mainky—of black
grabage collectors, the local and the union on vhich the FBI spied.
' o/ hre kgl o D cotnd iy
In lienphis, 9ﬁ/eiseuhe:e, the I'BI had a vast and entircly improper domestic-intelli-
gence operation, visiting upoﬂ.iﬁs citizens of all classes, not oNly blacks, the kinds of
abuses unknown to most of them but similar to those that, when practisefi by Kiij Ueorge,
led to t/p american revolution and the creation of the world's first free and democratic
society for nost americans.
A biwy
The FBI spied and as of the most recent of its records I have continued to spy on
1
+he perfectly legal and supposedly Constitutionally guaranteed and protected activities.
Ité donestic-intelligence activities were so uninhibited, so Purvasive, it even bugged i

the offices of unions planning to send delegations to wing's funeral and disseminated

the fruit o1’ this espionagee. With all the nation's crime about which it did nothing at

—_— m—r——— — —

all, it as-igned 45 special agents to observe a peaceful parade to honor King ten days
~ i Sy . Frae — et — v — R — s

(check and cite reiords) after his assassinatione
__atlanta

dside from its own symbol informers- spies -—at least one of whon was in King'é?ﬁe&dquart-

. flew )

ers and close to king - he even whwmt to “enphis the day “ing was killed and

checked in with the tenphis field office from the airport as soon as his plane landed =

(cite records frou notes)—it was the beneficiary of the extensive, wrongtful d repreheni ‘)
ile on AT P by
sible and oppressive d¢omestic spying by the llemphis psolice, ”}vtLﬁL[
/ il
If fact, the first person to reach the fullen hing was Marrell(“c“ullougﬁ; AXPEXIRE
Nt able Jing

the most effe. tive und successful of this yowd] aruy of spies.
5o sucedssful and pervasive was the Fisl's domestic~intelligence spying its symbol
informers Included not fewer than three of the top officers of the nmajor and most—

Y mphes
respected of Mblack organizationse. although under the law it should not have disclosed



their names to me and it did fight hard in court to withhold nanes that it should have

disclosed under t}}c sane law, it voluntariity did disclose their names to me in Co.a.75-
1996, / he

(This note belongs above:s fi 2symbol informant'- the BI refuses to use and detests
"ilnf ormer'"- is one who has served a probatiom;y period of a-out six months and whose
ingl is then approved by "BIll, In all gecords that might be distributed, including inside

the ¥'8I, the inforner's name is replaced by a symbol.m consisting of letters and a

number, The symbol begins with the letters denoting the field office, i$ foliowed by an

.

arbitrary numer and then has a letter or fé letters, "C" for crip unzl R "s" for

W th a"p it tion They av L0l W ;(MZ:

)ln records referring to
4

information received from these spies even the symbol does not appear in the teﬂ; There

el o greied
is a separate sheet or sheets listing h]i)d.den1 sources who are)in she te;d): identified

>

"security," reslly meaning o#i political, "R'" for racial, etce.

by other, also arbitrary symbols, like T1, 12, etce. OUn this sheet, which is removed vhere

the record do goes to anyone from whoir the I'BI wgnts to withhold the informer identification,
143 i mclw;(r O n ./Irfrm Thn

(tlu.; sheet ig removcd’( and the inforumer is faceless. )

I one takes /]%mphls as a fuir sample of the I'SBI's nationvide spying on innocent
aerleled
americans not even suspected of any crinme, who have viedted no laws and seek only to
enjoy the rights supposedly guaraxxt'za by the “Yonstictution, then there is no city-not even

any jerkwater- whose citizens are inuune from its permeating, all-penetrating spying on

americans, y
'ﬁLfL'L/

Its ounipresent opppoessiveness lays on th: nation a$ a noxious fog. lany have
veen smothered by it, lives ruined and lost by it. -t differa only i [ degree - vastly
byt only in degree — from the detested abuses of the Gestapo and the KGB. (Hoover sent
a Christanas card to at leasirone Nazi, in iortggal, from an 1'BI record - have, but
none to any 1iGis, ) Some of the en_;-’c}mity of its pSying on iniocent americans, ranging from
school children to preachers and including all segnents of society, all classes, of the

o g end
minor portion disclosed to me is relevant and will follow.
/\ "

Hot without some knowledge of this, it not in f ct part of it, Wurf rcmained
) ' ‘ - the
aloof aml uninterested and men unresponsivemr in any way when + sought his help in g



1

Later David Garrow did publish there names. While I do not criticize hin for this
and do believe that such things sh.%ld. be brought to light, all three were resHected and
respectable leaders of the wenphis black comunity and nay well have, as:’}l believe they
did, become FBI informers in order to try to give the I'BI sone ratior/}al understanding
of black concerns and activities in a futile efBort to intorn itx:/j give it the under-

standing its records reflect it oeither had nor wanted to have, I thercfore do not add

"
to their embarrassient by using their names.gL{ 24 «



I

effort he and his hircling frustrated in my-efferts to bring to light more gbout the

murder of the man who was where he was when he was nmurdered, who could have been murderdd

— o d T
there because he was there on behalf of XKBK&X Wurf's owﬁudﬁfﬁﬁ7ﬁémbers.
What his nontificating stuffed-shirt, his self'- and “urf-demeaning flunkey did in
this stilted letter to me and his informing for the I'BI was to make them party to the

FbI's steadfast refusal to investigate or even try to solve the terrible crime, the crime
LL 1AV ’(
" oxer whbch the inchoate rage over the assassination of the black messiah set the P

crunbling hearts of najor cities aflame for days, the skeletons of those torched
= abdications and _
structures renmaing a grim and silent reminder of these and so many other nuﬁiﬁﬁﬁlﬂfuilurese)

Fﬁl ’Iw’f' —
This refusal - this rigid determination et to investipgate - bec also becomes clear
A

in what follows.
Viurf and Zwerdling were not alone in their indiff'erence.

The warm, ccaring and deeply concerned man who shoned nme had earlier, on his ovn

behalf and that of his equally earisg warn, caring and deeply concerned wife, had earlier
and indifferent and uninterested.
given a professionally~dubbod tape of the same emotional confession to the up€aring I'BL, as

they told me and as its own records, about vhich it did absolutely nothing at all, confirm.

ity
The ¥BI's own recordd, discloeed to mg\under the cogék‘s compulsion, establish that it uade

.

anguvined CTy
no effort on its own or after Zwerdling sent-it—his-letter-te-me to identify asmd locate
-

and interview this former SEW  SCHWA emplogyee who seid he knew who was behing the “ing
assassination - the King loover hated and castigated as the biggest liar in the country

1
e A laetnry
when/“ing understated a comment about the FBIL,~a comment, by the way, confirmed by the

M

—————— s

ﬁél's records I have,

There were only a few SCHWA employecs V& Vurf sent to éé;phis and he was there to
see and speak toﬁgii:sgqthem. Qg knew them, It would have been child's play for hin to
know immediately vhich this nan was and whether or not vhat he said had any basis at all,

Whatever accounté>yﬁfor i%, he just d;dnlt care, The I'BL'  didn,t give affg dann
and neither did he.

There were and are failures enough “o ‘o around. sut not caring is not merely a

failure. It amounts to complicity, to being an accessory after the fact, a crine.



Thanks to the FsI determined anti-americanism, thanks to it dilig:nce gn in spying

on americans doing no more than seeking their rights, rights nmost american believe the

- ]
., ™, .
IFBI exists to protec 7§ts 8spyin:: that included who iﬁifzfgith whom, who what wouan was

- (&
allegedly carrying the baby of « man to wh[h she was not married, which relatives of
. F B! ,
%hose young blacks theGP¥I did not like could be Ffired from public employment,
L Cetil ddive Theon bz vinesy o tiayc 4
which white parents of sh-eh] children tryin; to he p blacksy which ‘preachers, white as

well as black:>a%ée tried to help improve the lot of the disinherited, the unemnployed,
the under-educated and the mmRed underfed - cven t .ose who be)goved in what the FBI
e 4o~
regarded as Un-american I nay have the name, from the I3I's grecords, of this man,
J

Of the names SCliA names in these FBI donestic-spying reports I have there is only
one that I could not eliminated, )

. _ ) (Lt { e’ .

So, 4+ hope that Joseph Paisley still Lives,_aiiil carey and will not’ibeak out

as neaningful as
in public, Telling the FBI would be like breaking wind into a wim tornado.

Wle have becone a nation of' too few decent, ¢ xring and concerned David and “hirley
Gaines and too many as indifferent to wrong and evil as Viurf and Zwerdling were, too
many too nuch like the too many FBL SAs who avpided the obvious or misrepresented xi it
or like SA Todd, to whom David Gaine. gave the MBI that dub of that tipe,

Just didn_t give a damne
Were this not so, there would not have been any reason for ne to writethis book.
; /
becatse {;;re would have been nothing jgddssixiddcitin suppresdd or lied about to bring

7 what i 3 ¢ about the assassination of
to lightf 80 the country may know what it does not know abou

that truly great american who so eloquently expressed his beautiful dream the FsI did

: p e
not like and whose lobel ppi€c

caring gnd loving man it/Atried to intimidate into killing himself. at just the time his
\

-

for peace the s tried to keep hin frow goiting, the

potential for leadershiﬁpxxx had becorne greater than it had ever been.



