
Whether or not once considers unions a basic institution of our society one in 

patticular, one of the largest and mosy inf luengtial, failed tragically. One of its 

employees believed he knew -- and named - a man responsible for the hing assassination. 

I believe that beginning with worker militancy that began with the "Great Yepression" 

that started with the stock-market crash of 1924, which I recall clearly, with the oryani- 

wf ! (de 
zation and success, of the Congressof Industrial Vrgani zations these militant unions gave 

Opes ident Frinttin De/ane 0 cose yells 
impetus to the modernization of our society, to~clanged Social and egonomic concepts, to 

the unprecedented growth in the industrial base of the cou:try's richness and power. I 

was part of the United States Senate's invetigationg that corlbributed much to the 

exposure of the abuses working-people had suffered and to an understanding of the need for 

| 
radical changes for the nation's potentials to be realized. A | fdr 

1 
M 

By accident, as had happened bet'ore, I developed a potentially significant lead for 
IT ua ptm we 

the solution of thks the most costly crime in our hi storys ey reaction to may appearance 

ona tid Show. While i was still kroudesa discussing the hing assassination on Washington's 
TU (We Wt “Ty 

WLOP thie producer, my friend Dave Simon, got a phone call for me, giving him a phone 

number for me to call when the show endede 

aftey the show I phoned and then visited the caller. I left with a pape recording 

wit pywvervtints Jo oe 
that amounts to a confession of contributory negligence at—the—very—teas+ by an employee 

  

of the State Younfy and hunicipal Vorkers of america. “hat distraught man had changed his 

— AT hel bien (ieete? ) _ 
nalié and vpeyment I phoned the union's president,‘Jerry Wurf, asking to see him so 

wind 2 
I could discuss this with him and locate this man. He did not take the phone. +nsteud 

he referring my inquire to 4werdling, his general counsel. Zwerdling woote wg 

h L mL eV , Ub ‘etx \ het 

telling me to go to the FBI. as 1 learned years later, he also sent a copy of my letter ) ) 

to the ¥#BI, which disclosed it to me in C.4.75-1996. 

When we cone to this the reader wil! be able to decide whether or not the union 

failed, whether or not it should hive revused to see and talk to me, whether or not 

Aale TL bity Are inAtrcd ~ 
sending my pe totter to the FBI was reasonable and proper.
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Al 

unemployed 

to tose who did nit live through it it may be impossible to believe that) men (hin 

were senteced to long terms in jail for stealing a loaf of bread to dwaf feed their 

starving children when a loaf of bread cost only seven cents, or for stealing a quart 

thin 
of milk that cost only 12 Cents iets 

Contrasting to this as justice was meted out, there were shorter sentences, shorter 

by far, to those who pilfered their own banks. In one rural Kentucky county in which I 

4 

lived anu worked with the Fal and Yepartnent of Justice lawyers for several nonths 

in 1948 1 Inew a man whose father had robbed his own bank, served about two years in 

» 
jail and emerged as a rault of his crine one of that country's most prosperous citizens. 

A 
Although 2 was never unengloyed when - went to college, which required 12 miles of 

— ‘apart wher: Jy be W048 Conta I ied My - ee 

hitchh-hiking each way in all weeher weather and had me frost-bitten seveal tines) J head oT, Z 

worked for as little as two dollars for a 14-hour day that began with py walking 20 

after 1 [14d VR My fee 

blocks to get to work and more than 20 blocks going hone ecause like other young men, I 

walked women home first, beginnings at 10 o'clock at night becauge there were so many 

Awnuledr * 

desparate men roaming the strvetde ta Me [dls or fu dé? pte (hoe 
i 

There were times I walked on newsppper and cardboard because J did not have the 

4 

single dollr it then cost to have shoes half-soled. 

Compared to a multitude of others, = was fortunate and well-off. Women who had no 

Yk NAAT WNC. 

other way ot getting food sold thensélves and men who had been wiped out and had no 

way of earning a living for their families jumped out of windows all ove: the country. 

There was a remnant of this in Meuphis in 19358 and that is why fing was there.



note or insertion on & 

AWW 
Perhaps tie nost interesting of a number of such tips was a(caller who would not 

talk on the air when I was broadcasting from KDW, in Jack London Square, Uakland, Valif- 

ornia, just before midnight on “ecember 14, 1966. The caller, who did not “ant to idecnify 

hinself because he had just started a business and feared official retaliation, told me 
artnet DPM ALE 

that he had served in the Hurines with,]Lee 4arvey Oswald, had never been interviewed 

by the Yffice of Naval Intelligence or the }Blor the Viarren Vonmis:sion, and he told me 

that the Oswald I was describing from the offical records was not like the real tee 

~ and hit , 
Harvey Oswald with whom he had had serious discussionss with whom he shot pool and 

listened to classical nusic.ie told me things about USwald I was later able to confirm, 

including the fact that in the “‘arines he had what the Warren Comission did not learn and 

the Navy did not report to it, that Oswald had a very high security clearance.)



If Jerry Wurf was not aware of the PbI's virulent anti-unionisn, re?lecting that 

of its founding director, fron its very first days under him, he was an idiot or worse. 

I imew people in the late 1930s who were fired by Hoover nerely because they talked about 

organizing an employees union. If awerdling didn t, he was an incompetent and a fool. 

King was in hemphis to be killed there only because he had gone there to sup».ort 
dbwinny Lye bh rtly 
Ward"a, millon of underpaid and discriminated-againt leeal-compgsed-mainlyof black 

grabage collectors, the local and the union on which the FBI spied. 

4 /lhre Hah pw Du cewi{ 4y- 
In henphis, off eisevhowe, the FBI had a vast and entirely improper donmestic-intelli- 

gence operation, visiting upon gts citizens of all classes, not oNly blacks, the kinds of 

abuses unknown to most of them but similar to those that, when practise: by Ming George, 

led to the american revolution and the creation of the world's first free and democratic 

society for most americans. 

Aud ng 
The FBI spied and as of the most recent of its records I have continued to spy on 

4 

tke perfectly legal and supposedly Constitutionally guarunteed and protected activities. 

ifs donestic-intelligence activities were so uninhibited, so pervasive, it even bugyed i’ 

the offices of unions planning to send delegations to sing's funeral and disseminated 

tne fruit ol this espionagee With all the nation's crime about which it did nothing at 

  

seta 
a —   ——_" 

all, it as:igned ds special agents to observe a peaceful parade to honor King ten days 
~~ sm = = —— ™~ S| see —_— — 

(check and cite retords) after his assassinatione 

__ atlanta 

Aside from its own symbol informers- spies -at least one of whom Was in Ring? s (headquart- 

_ flew , 
ers and close to hing - he even wht to “enuphis the day “ing was killed and 

  

checked in with the “enphis field office fron the airport as soon as his plane landed = 

(cite records frou notes )=-it was the beneficiary of the extensive, wrongful d reprehenz ) 

tle on VT $Y Mebseyg reve 
sible and oppressive gomestic spying by the Hemphis police. ‘ reopen TF. 

If fact, the first person to reach the f are hing was Narrel1(‘cVullouhf} axputien 

Recital gine 
the most effective and successful of this yours arny of spies. 

So sucedssful and pervasive was the iJI's donestic~intelligence spying its symbol 

informers included not fewer than three of the top officers of the major and most- 

Me mphss 
respected of black organizations. although under the law it should not have disclosed



their names to me and it did fight hard in cout to withhold nanes that it should have 

disclosed under oe sane law, it voluntarity did disclose their names to me in Cea.75— 

1996. / pe 

(This note belongs above: 3 2symbol informant'"=- the BI refuses to use and detests 
= 

A : “ . > . 
"informer" is one who has served a probationay period of aout six months and whose 

ing, is then approved by i'BIlkj. In all decords that might be distributed, including inside 

the FBI, the inforner's name is replaced by a symbol mmaxxx consisting of letters and a 

number, “he symbol begins with the letters denoting the field office, i$ followed by an 
* 

arbitrary numer and then has a letter or  % letters, "C" for crip ning! “Wek gh for 

With wa"? “urditetien They du tol il t- Genel, 
reslly meaning ogi political, "K" for racial, Ste gE records referring to 

a 

information received from these spies even the symbol does not appear in the tex, There 
cel 9 rule é 

is a separate sheet or sheets listin:: hidden sources who are in the text, identified 

"security," 

by other, also arbitrary symbols, like 11, 72, etc. Un this sheet, which is removed here 

the record do goes to anyone from whom the FBI wants to withhold the informer identification, 
7S imvclaudid, Cn cliS trig Attth > 

(this sheet is renovedy and the informer is faceless. / 
‘ 

  

If one takes Phaphis as a fuir sample of the FBI's nationwide spying on innocent 

Aeileled 
Americans not even suspected of any crime, who have véiettcd no laws and seek only to 

engoy the rights supposedly auseanstted by the Yonstxtution, then there is no city-—not even 

any jerkwater- whose citizens are imuune fron its perneating, all-penetrating spying on 

americans. * 
As LS 

Its omnipresent opppessiveness lays on th: nation aé a noxious fog. llany have 

veen smothered by it, lives ruined and lost by it. -t differd only in degree —- vastly 

byt only in degree - from the detested abuses of the Gestapo and the kGB, (Hoover sent 

a Christamas card to at leas? one Nazi, in ’ortygal, fron an FBI record + have, but 

none to any KGB.) Some of the enrdui ty of its pSying on iniocent americans, ranging from 

school children to preachers and including all segments of society, all classes, of the 

Of ha apenas 
minor portion disclosed to me is relevant and will follow. 

Not without some knowledge of this, if not in f..ct part of it, Wurf remained . 

aloof ad uninterested and wen unresponsivex in any way when + sought his help in fle



ci 

Later David Garrow did publish there names. While I do not criticize hin for this 

and do believe that such things an Zali be brmught to light, all three were res ected and 

respectable leaders of the memphis black comunity and may well have, asi believe they 

did, become FBI informers in order to try to give the FBI sone rational understanding 

of black concerns and activities in a futile efBort to Laforn ite? give it the under-— 

standing its records reflect it veither had nor wanted to have. J therefore do not add 
f 

to their embarrassnent by using their names. {és



scatter 

effort he and his hircvling frustrated in ny-efferts to bring to light more @bout the 

murder of the man who was where he was when he was murdered, who could have been murderéd 

there because he was there on behalf of EKBKKX Wurf's ow et aroubers. 

What his pontificating stuffed-shirt, his seli’- and “urf-demeaning flunkey did in 

this stilted letter to me and his informing for the FBI was to make them party to the 

foI's steadfast refusal to investiyate or even try to solve the terrible crime, the crime 

lk tate mI 
" over whbch the inchoate rage over the assassination of the black messiah set the jax 

crumbling hearts of major cities aflame for days, the skeletons of those torched 

= abdications and _ 
structures renaing a grim and silent reminder of these and so many other nationalf failures ,,, 

Fe! ot _ 
This refusal - this rigid determination et to investigate - bec also becomes clear 

A 

in what follows. 

Vurf and Zwerdling were not alone in their indifference. 

The warm, ccaring and deeply concerned man who »honed me had earlier, on his own 

behalf and that of his equally eavzug warm, caring and deeply concerned wife, had earlier 

Vand indifferent and uninterested. 

given a professionally-dubbe¢ tape of the same emotional confession to the untaring FBI, as 

they told me and as its own records, about which it did absolutely nothing at all, confirm. 

enty 
The FBI's own recordg, disclosed to me, wider the cofet' s compulsion, establish that it made 

’ 

Ww vnforvinel ity 

no effort on its own or after 4werdling sent-ait—his-letter-tewe to identify and locate 
~ 

and interview this former S¢€W SCEHWA enployyee who suid he knew who was behing the “ing 

assassination - the King hoover hated and castigated as the biggest liar in the country 
1 

fY 0 la é ihr 9 

when AYing understated a comment about the FL coment, by the way, confirmed by the 

A a / 

Bits records I havee 

There were only a few SCliWA employecs Wtf Wurf sent to a and he was there to 

see and speak to aki-or then. he knew them. it would have been child's play for hin to 

know immediately which this man was and whether or not what he said had any basis at all. 

Whatever accounts g for it, he just dian ¢ care. The FBI' didnt give at@ dann 

and neither did he. 

There were and are failures enough “o yo around. Jsut not caring is not merely a 

failure. It amounts to complicity, to being an accessory after the fact, a crine.



thanks to the FsI determined anti-americanism, thanks to it diligence gn in spying 

on Americans doing no more than seeking: their rights, rights nost american believe the - 
) Ry FF 

# 

¥BI exists to protec “ts spying; that included who A nee Whom, #Ho what woran was 
« G 

allegedly carrying the baby of u man to vhhn she was not married, which relatives of 
. FB! 

those young blacks the-ti¥I did not like could be fired from public employment, 
_ Cott Bisbee fhe bine Ltiay et 

which white parents of sh-ch) children tryin,; to heIp blacksy which “preachers, white as 

    

well as black, iso tried to help improve the lot of the disinherited, the unemployed , 

the under-educated and the mated underted — even t .ose who be Jyeved in what the FBI 
Le.4 Ce 

regarded as Un-American I may have the name, fron the FBI's yrecords, of this man. 
SJ 

Of the names SChi/A names in these FBI domestic-spying reports I have there is only 

one that < could not eliminated. / 

* , : (iw f iv” : 
So, + hope that Joseph Paisley still Lives, “otity carey and will not@speak out 

as meaningful as 
in public, Yelling the FBI would be like breukiny; wind into a wim tornado. 

We have become a nation of too few decent, ec ring and concerned David and “hirley 

Gaines and too many as indifferent to wrong and evil as Viurf and Zwerdling were, too 

many too much like the too many FLI SAs who avoided the obvious or misrepresented £i it 

or like Sa “odd, to whom David Gaines gave the FI that dub of that tape, 

Just didn t give a dalline 

Vere this not so, there would not have eeen any reason for ne to writethis book. 
/ 

because {hove would have been nothing fixkrimendk@addeitke suppresdd or lied about to bring 

. gos > Gase j 7 of to light; so the country may know what it does not know about the assassination 

that truly great american who so eloquently expressed his beautiful dream the Fal did 

p ye 
not like and whose lobel »piee 

caring and loving man itftried to intimidate into killing himself. at just the tine his 
\ 

a 
for peace the I'l tried to keep hin from gutting, the 

  

potential for leadership wax had becone greater than it had ever been.


