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EANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, | HENPREE, TENNESSEE, RM. Raciat trarrers 

RE MEMPHIS TEL CALL TO ASSISTANT DIRECTOR W. Co SULLIVAN. 

AT TIME INCIDENTS BEGAN IN MARCH HELD IN MEMPHIS, MARCH | h 

TWENTYEIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT, MARTIN LUTHER KING, AT HEAD OF MARCH, ~ 

WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID, “I°VE GOT TO GET OUT OF HERE.” THIS 
— 

STATEMENT FURNISHED BY LT. ARKIN BF MEMPHIS PD, WHO ALSO ADVISED 

| KING WAS OBVIOUSLY SCARED. _ REC-68 ; 

FURTHER DETAILS AS TO INCIDENTS AT BTARY OF genet srounry 

FROM LT. Me Es NICHOLS OF MEMPHIS PD WHO WAS IN “refntty AND 

OBSERVED ACTIVITIES. HE REPORTED DR. KING MADE NO EFFORT TO QUIET 
a ane 
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Ore NEN mee. cam ete set ye eee tame he ee pepe: ! MOB - -AND HIS ONLY | CONCERN. WAS TO RUN AND PROTECT HIMSELF. LTe 
{ idem sane 

NICHOLS HAS ADVISED THAT DR. KING, RALPH ABERNATHY, BERNARD LEE, 
roeweens sovnenaan matali 

AND TWO OFRER NEGRO MALES CRE ROeR TO HIM WERE AT HEAD OF OA 
APR 9 19 

WHEN TROUBLE BEGAN, THIS GROUP: “TRIED. 10, CAMMANDEER... A WHITE. PANEL 

TRUCK TO GET THEM AWAY FROM:MARCHs. DRIVER OF TRUCK REFUSED To if 

HELP. aphe PONTIAC WHICH WAS QCCUPLED, BY TWO, NEGRO mr 

FOLLOWE AME cries InN THE CROSS TRAFFIC. ONE OF KING'S . 

7 has . “lial 
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PAGE TWO 
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AIDES MANAGED TO STOP PONTIAC. AIDE ASKED IF THE WOMEN WOULD. a 
Pecan me ORT AQ Ht TP Pesce ce ang meme prea prerrGrenniaeten NHN LIT: s SPEER OE dt ee Be eV en noah Senet A At HO sat HE 

ASSIST IN GETTING DR. KING OUT OF DANGER. THE WOMEN AGREED. 
See 429) ~ emer ees rage weet MAL AMS EE ERE RN NE TURNS FADE 9005 EMT Ay hea TRIN 

o epm gp emrente nas) avers “Em OMENS 

}| THEREAFTER, ONE OF KING'S AIDES SLID BEHIND STEERING WHEEL. 2 

THE OTHER FOUR NEGRO MALES, INCLUDING DR. KING, GOT IN REAR SEAT 

OF PONTIAC. CAR WAS DRIVEN TO BEALE AND FRONT STREET, AT | 

WHICH POINT IT WAS SURROUNDED BY ABOUT FIFTY INDIVIDUALS | 

CONSISTING OF NEGROES AND NEWS REPRESENTATIVES. LT. NICHOLS, 

WHO WAS ON MOTORCYCLE, CLEARED CROWD FROM AROUND PONTIAC AND 

ASKED DRIVER OF PONTIAC WHERE HE WAS GOING. DRIVER SAID HE HAD 

DRe KING IN BACK SEAT AND HE HAD TO GET AWAY. THE OFFICER WAS. 

ASKED TO ESCORT THEM TO HOTEL SHERATON PEABODY. LT. NICHOLS 

EXPLALWED THAT DUE TO RIOTING THEY COULD NOT GET TO SHERATON 
EPR AT RED     PEABODY. AND ASKED IF THEY WANTED TO GO TO ANOTHER PLACE. THE 

ea DRIVER ASKED JUST TO GET THEM AWAY FROM TROUBLE. 

LT. MICHOLS THEN ESCORTED THEM TO RIVERMONT MOTEL. LT. 

NICHOLS walt TO DESK CLERK AND ASKED IF SHE HAD SPACE FOR FIVE 

NEGROES INCLUDING DRe KING. THE DESK CLERK TOLD LT. NICHOLS THE 

NEGROES COULD REMAIN IN THE LOBBY AND EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO 

OBTAIN ROOM FOR THEM. AFTER THE FIVE NEGROES, INCLUDING DR. 
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[ KING LEFT THE PONTIAC, THE TWO NEGRO FEMALES DROVE ON. LTe 

NICHOLS DID NOT OBTAIN NAMES OF THESE TWO FEMALES AND FEELS =. 

CERTAIN THEY HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH DR. KING AND WERE NOT A PART 

OF DR. KING'S PARTY. LT. NICHOLS STAYED AT THE RIVERMONT HOTEL 

AND KNOWS THE TWO FEMALE OCCUPANTS OF THIS CAR DID NOT RETURN TO”   THE RIVERMONT WHILE HE WAS THERE. 

INTERESTING OBSERVATION. MADE BY MEMPHIS OFFICE IN THAT oa 
ON me mee oe eRe ed oem sep egreerg geet Nee Ot BT IID 4 o> pres! #’ 

DRe KING iN, -HIS. ROLE AS _LEADER AT MOMENT OF DISTURBANCE AND. TROUBLE 

WAS PRIMARILY INTERESTED IN _PRESERVATION OF HIMSELF AND MADE NO 
vere? ee ee 

TO etge cere” 

EFFORT TO QUIET GROUP THAT WAS FOLLOWING HIS” LEADERSHIP. SOMEWHAT 
eepey aa eR ER 

INCONSISTENT WITH STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM DURING TALK THAT THE 
A eee 9 

LACK MAN SHOULD SUPPORT HIS ‘own BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS, | DRe KING 
See RE bp Oe PO NT   Te RON scree BETES: 

FIRST SOUGHT RESIDENCE AT SHERATON PEABODY AND ENDED UP STAYING 
Ree conamre ences tt 

AT RIVERMONT NOTELs WHICH IS PART OF HOLIDAY INN CHAIN. IN Past. 

HE HAS STAYED AT THE LORRAINE MOTEL, | WHICH Ts A QUALITY NEGRO 
en ne ee: LF ap 

POTEL “MEMPHIS. 

DRe KING, ACCOMPANIED BY RALPH D. ABERNATHY AND BERNARD LEE, . 

DEPARTED MEMPHIS BY EASTERN AIRLINES APPROXIMATELY THREE TWENTY PM 

THIS. DATE. DESTINATION ATLANTA. ATLANTA ADVISED TELEPHONICALLY. 
Yate TURAL EBA WERE SM ate te nr 
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