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m:,} SARLTATION WERIBES STRIKE, %

Reforence is made to & communicatiom captioned as
above dated February 24, 1968, )

On Februsry %25, 1968, Cuptsin J, G, Ray, Inspectional
Bureau, Memphis, Teniessoe, Polive Department, advised that
on Saturday, Februzwrji/id, U968, ‘emphig Attorney Am y
~ Sabells, ropresent: org ) Timericin - fedoration-ofe
State, Countv and ¥upicipsl Eeployoss (AFL-CIO), the Union
. 0 represont the wtrnkégﬁ wanitation workers im -

Memphis, the strike now havirg gpnhe on for two cont inuous
veeks, surrendered Thomss OLivery Jones, Preside

1733, after the Police Depzrtment had lssuved & warrant
charging Jones with wvesault with inteont to commit murder,
disorderly conduct, and might riding im comnection with '
his purported attempt to turn over & Mempl Police Department
squad car om Friday safternoom, Februzry 23, i968, during
a massive merch of sanitation strikers and pupporters down
Main Street im Memphiz, Tennessee, 77 L

Jomes hus boen meleased on bond snd Jomes, along with
the other ®oevey. ;. strikers who were arrested im comnmection
with the attempt to upmet the #gusd car, hag boen bound -
over to the Stite of Yenneswes for possible Gramd Jury action,

All of the defendamts have walved hesrings in

Memphis City Court, S
an / N . . ' ’

The "Pross.Scimitar? novspiper, issue of February 24,
1968, roported that the City of Memphis on February 24, 1968,
obtainod im Shelby County Chummery Court an injunction signed
by Chamcellor Robowrt Hoffmum mekinst of ficinils of the American
Fedoration of State, Connty and Municipsl Baployees (AFL=CIO),
aimed at proventing smy strike activity, PThe imjunction does
not mame that the 1,375 Sanitation Deptriment men on strike
will return to work or that they have to return to work but it
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SANITAT ION WORKBRS STRIKE,
MEMPHIS, THNNESSEE

does mean that they a&re in violatlion.of the Court by
continuing their strike, YThe story continued that 4f
officinls of the union and others mimed im the imjunction
participate im any marches o othor domonstrations, the
City can go into Court snd the Chancellor could cite the
men for Contempt of Court amd jail them for up to ten
days, .

is directed wgninst Locsl 1733}, 8lobg with_Jors £,

Intern&}?omml Pr@gilwmg;ﬂ_hwm;433#ﬂpﬂ. Fle)d. . Statf

The imjunction out&i??d by Memphis Cigy attormneys

. William Hacy: Jegae lfppg; and JocPuigley, 8ll of the
_gggE;&ﬁiigﬂﬂl:ﬁwaff. It algo  inciudes persons who were
ginkily enjoined in & 1966 imjunction obtained im
‘Chancery Court sgsinst the same uniob including Paete
~“¥-Brown, who left the union sfter unsuccessful attempts to

picket the Public Works Depurtwent whem AD injunction was
granted im 1966 by William Rosenf lold, Acting Chamncellor,

Thoma s Oliverfdbnoa\)mg also ci im the 1966

injunction, &long| with Nelson Yjomes, J, L, Madn, , Joe

){ Warrep, Booker T,kﬁgpdw, Oscar}ﬁggﬂﬁwﬁpn, Lonti Willis

\ RIVIAYTOrneT, Jstnes Jorded, Yoo Waahingtol, “whd FeteiryParker,
a1l describod ET FEOTte, rAPTEEIEYITIVES. and. of ficers. of .the
‘Union, The injunction‘s bill cites the August 20, 1966,
union activity and adds information about the strike which
started two weeks fgo and cointends that Unlom officials

have been carrying on unlawful acts bechuse of tha original
injunction, The imjunction was legued apgsinst engaging in

a strike against the city, causing, authorizing or inducing
employees to strike sgainst the city, picketing city property,
and coercing the city by striking, plcket ing or other means
to recognize Yhe Uniom as bargaining agent,

same fasue of the paper reported that Baverend
James Morria;ﬁawﬁgm _dr,, Prator of Ghe Congoniry.Mathodist
— ISR RN G55 of the striks Tonders, #tated that the Memphis
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SANITATION WORKERS SIRIKE,
MEMPHIS, TENNBSSEE

Ministers Allismes planz & maxsive economic boycott against
some downtown stores in &n effort to force thém to bring
pressure to beosr on the city of, Memphis to end the strike,
The paper roporied that JerryfFunion, Shelby County

Commun ity gglgggp@gmnirwcfﬁ??“gtmt@d'tn&E:“WThe feeling
4n—the Negro community sgainzt police use of Msce (ow’
February 23) is high,” Lfﬂ

The February 25, 1968, issue of the "Commercial
Appeal,” Memphis, quoted Chancellor Hoffman & saying,
"No principle ot law is more firmly ostablished than the
- principle th&t public ewployees do not have the right
to strike," Chancellor Hoffwsn also stated that the
injunction is binding only ob perdons naned a3 parties '
defendant in the inmjuwtlon order, éair-

that the YMinisters Alliance, the spokesman of which is :
Roverend ! James Worrls Liwsom, Jr,, met late on February 24,
1968, at Msson Temple on Mason Strdet and planzmed & boycott

}{ﬁnso on February 25, 1968, Cusptain Ray advised

ith the two daily newspiapevrs, the mprozs-Scimitar®” and the 7&21/

of downtown businesses and their offlying branches, along
/XECommercial Appesl, Tdiong with Lebb's Liundry and Barbecue
stendy T 4"EKA in operated by Willism Loeb, brother of Mayor
Henry Loeb of the City of Memphis, t’fﬂ ..
The “Commercial Appeal” issue of February 25,
1968, reported that &t Firestonme Hall, strike meeting held
late onm February 24, 1968, Reverend Harold ¥iddlebraok
called for “taking to the siTeets n dotlknce of the nﬂﬂ
injunction and culled for the “tillimg of the jails.” A7
At this meeting an undercover Negro officer of the Memphis
Police Department was discovered by the strikers, was
captured by them, taken to the stige &nd exhibited to the
audience, amd his rovolver amnd Mace canister takemn from
him, He was then led frow the Hall and turned over to
awaiting police otficers outside, Some of the Negro women

-3-
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

present helped to protect him from strikers who threatened
to do him bodily harm, He was not hurt, To date there
have been mo arrests made im connection with this incident,

On February 25, 1968, Captain Ray advised that
Memphis Negro Ministers om February 25, 1968, called for
daily marches im support of the strike to commence ate
10 a,m,, CST, February 26, 1968, in downtown Memphis, this
being the first one, . . .

/

He stated that the police will permit this march

-but will be forced to muake mrrests if the marchers violate

any of the local laws, )

' Also on the might of February 24, 1968, Captain
Ray adviged that & reliable individual had received infore
mation to the effect that some of the strike leaders,
possibly Reverend Jamss Morris Lawson, Jr,, who was one of
the original foumders of the Student Nonviolent Coordinat ing
Committee (SNCC) at Shaw College, Raleigh, North Carolina,
in 1960 and who has maintained close liaision with SNCC
officials since that time, was attempting to brimg_Stokel
Carmichael, remowned bhlack power activist and agitator
and former National Chairmam of SNCC, to Memphis, Tennessee,
to help out with the strike &nd was urgng him to bring 30
or more of his supporters to Memphis to helip out with the
strike,

Captain Ray stated that it was also learned that
Reverend Lawson had sent communicstions over the weekend of
February 24.25, 1968, to som® 200 individuals in Memphis and
also throughout the United States, urgingthem to physically
come to Memphis and support the strike and to obtain financial

support for the strike,

Information received from FBI Headquarters,
Washington, D, C,, on the night of February 24, 1968,
revealed that Stokely Carmichael was last known to be in
Los Angeles, Californis, &nd would in #ll probability be

W
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSER

there over the weekend of February 24-25, 1968, and

was scheduled to be in Cincinnati, Ohio, Monday, February 26,
1968, and thereafter would probably go to New York City to help
raise funds to support the indicted curremt SNCC Chairman,

H, Rapp Brown,

On the a.m, of February 26, 1968, Captain J. G,
Ray, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police Departmemt,‘advised
that Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, had just advised
the Police Department thai u morch-planning meeting was in
progress at Claiborn Temple, AME Church, 280 Hermando;

_that the march, im support of the strikers, would commence

at 11 a,m,, February 26, 1968, He stated that the march
would proceed west on Beale Street to Main Street and

north on Main to Memphis City Hall at Adams and Main, &
distance of about omne and one-half miles, The marchers,
estimated by Reverend Lawson to be 150 in number, will
remain on the sidewalks and walk single file on the sidewalks,
After reachimg City Hall, the marchers will return to
Claiborn Tem,le via the same route,

On February 25 and 26, 1968, sources one through
geven, who are familiar with many facets of the strike, the .
NAACP and the incipient SNCC-oriented black power movement
in Memphis, all advised that they have learned of no SNCC
ybﬁp regard to the strike,

Captain Ray adv ised 2t his agency, as well as
the Tennessee Highway patrol [(THP), has received unverified
reports to the effect that t$o bearded, matural hair-do
male Negroes came to Me over the weekend of February 24-
25, 1968, to meet wi Local 1733 Presidept Thomas Oliver
Jones and plan to assassinate Mayox nmnr-‘%gﬁp. Jones
has moved from Lindem Lodgo & e erent whereabouts is
not known, The Memphis Police Department is affording pro=-
tect ion to Mayor Loeb, v

Captaim Ray added that numerous rumors have . ‘
also been received to the wtfect that various black powerites
and participants in riots im other cities are coming to Memphis
to exploit the strike, To date he said these stories are

unverified,
-5-‘
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SAN ITATION WORKERS STRIKE,
MEMPHIS, TENNUSSEE

Special Agents of the FBI and representatives
of the Memphis Police Department observed approximately
90 to 100 individuals, all Negroes with the exception of
a few whites, and about half of whom were carrying
placards, leave Claihorn Temple, 280 South Hernando,
at approximately 10:50 &.m,, February 26, 1968, This
group remained on the sidewalk, welked west on Beale Street
to Main where they split into two lines, one line walking on
the east sidewalk and the other l1ine walking on the west
sidewalk, still remaining in single-file order, Some of
the placards being carried by the marchers read as
-follows: N
wStay Away -- No Shopping Today" : "
"keep Your Money in Your Pocket"
"Decency sand Dignity for sanitation Workers"
“Jim Crow Must Go"
"King Hemry (Loeb), We will Not Turn Back,"

The group proceeded in an orderly fashion north
on Main Street, on which is located the predominate number
of downtown stores, and arrived at City Hall, located on
Main at Adams, shortly prior to noonm, At this point the
marchers changed positions, the ones on the east side moving
to the west side and the ones on the west side moving ‘to the
east, following which they returned to Claiborn Temple via
the same route, again remaining in single-file position.

The mdrch was led by BaxtomnyBr ant, Executive 7&2ﬂ?
Director of the{Teppcsses.Counci .on, duman, Rels. S, &
vate-oiganization which has interested itself in various
racial disputes in Tennessee during the past few years,
Accompanying Bryant was Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr.,
pPastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, a Negro

male,

-6-
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

The only known young bl ck power member or
advocate was observed to be samuelyCarter, a LeMoyne
College student, who has be . »d~ by source one
as one of the small group of Student Nonviolent, Coordinating

Committee (SNCC) oriented group at TENGyHe College, Y

4)
Approximately 20 to 25 of the marchers vere/r ~

women; others appeared to be teenapgers and from dress
and mannerisms obviously were not sanitation workers,

Preceding and during the march, some of the

" participants passed out handbills, stating that the objective

of the march was to obtain "justice and jobs " and urged the
reader to stay away from all downtown stores and their
outlying branches; to stay away from all establishments
connected with members of the City Council; and to stay
away from any business with the name 'Loeb" on it.

It urged the reader to purchase no new clothes for Easter
and to cancel the reader'’s subscriptions to the "Commerc ial
Appeal" and wpress-Scimitar, " the two daily newspapers in
Memphis owned by the Scripps-Howard newspaper chmin,

It urged the reader to not even read the paper, It further
urged the reader to attend nightly mass meetings which would
be held indefinitely, It instructed all marchers to be
peaceful and nonviolent and to ignore hecklers, It 4
instructed them that if they were arrested they did not
have to say anything other than to furnish their names,
addresses, and ages, and reminded them that they were
entitled to ask for a lawyer,

- This bulletin announced that future mass meetings
would be held as follows:
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

o

Monday, Fébruary §6, 1968,
7:30 p.m, at Claiborn Temple.

Tuesday, February 27, 1968,
7:30 p.m, at St, Paul Baptist Church,
MclLemore at Greenwood,

Wednesday, February 28, 1968,
7:30 p.m, at St, James AME Church,
600 North Fourth,

REVEREND JAMES MORRIS LAWSON

On May 9, 1967, source eight advised that on a
WHBQ-TV panel discussion on Sunday, April 30, 1967,
Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, Negro male,

Pastor of the Centenary Method ist Church, Memphis,

and who has been a leader in April, 1967, demonstrations
in Memphis opposing United Stxtes policy in Vietnam,
was asked by Panelist Clark Porteous, "press-Scimitar®
Reporter, if he, Lawson, was a Communist, Lawson replied
that he was not a member of the Communist Party, but

he felt that the Communist program had many good point
and much to offer the United States. ;

The first source advised that Reverend James Morris
Lawson was one of the original founders of SNCC in
1960 and has since that time been considered as a leader
in so-called nonviolent tactics, and source recalled
that constantly during April, May, June, and July, 1967,
Lawson regularly participated as a leader in demonstrations
in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam, '



SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

As recently as February 23, 1968, source

one advised that Lawson was preparing to m2ke a
trip to Czechoslovakia, a Communist country,
On the same date, source nine advised that Lawson
had stated on that date that he planned to leave
the United States at New York, New York, March 28,
1968, to go to Belgium, Germany, and the Prague,
Czechoslovakia, where he would be a delegate to
alchristian Peace Conference, The date of the

t was presumed by source
nine to be probably in late March or early April,

1968. =

‘_‘-,._-—-

- The pertinent information regarding the planning

of the march and other details set forth here in detall were
orally furnished to William Bray, 1llth Military Intelligence,
Memphis, and to Captain J, G. Ray, Inspectional Bureau, A
Memphis Police Department, ,

This document. contains neither recommendations nor

conclusions of the FBI, It is the projerty of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be

distributed outside your agency.
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In Reply, Flaase Refer to Me mpI; is, Tennessee
File Ne. : February 26, 1968
1
Title: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE,

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

Character:  RACIAL MATTERS
7
Reference: Memorandum prepared at
. Memphis, Tennessee, dated and captioned as above,

’

- All sources (except any listed below) whose identit ies
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions

of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency,



