
66 TIME, JUNE 10, 1991 

  

Cinema 
  

  

last minute (a phony charge, says Weis- 
berg, that was based on conflicting descrip- 
tions of the parade route in the Dallas 
Morning News.) 

Stone, with some justification, has ob- 
jected to his film’s being dissected even be- 
fore it is finished. The criticisms, he says, are 
based on the first draft of a script that has 
been substantially revised. (The Ferrie mur- 
der scene, for example, has been eliminat- 
ed.) Stone compares the Post’s attack on his 
film to the Hearst newspapers’ efforts to 
suppress Citizen Kane five decades ago. 
“This is a repeat performance,” says Stone. 
“But nothing is going to stop me from fin-   

ishing this movie.” The director insists, 
moreover, on his right to make a movie that 
expresses his view of a critical historical 
event. “William Shakespeare made Richard 
III into a bad guy. Now the historians say he 
was wrong. Does that mean Shakespeare 
shouldn’t have written Richard III?” 

Stone appears to have less tolerance 
for others who want to do the same thing. 
According to Hollywood sources, the di- 
rector has worked hard to block a movie 

based on Don DeLillo’s 1988 book, Libra, 
a fictionalized account of the assassination. 
“Stone has a right to make his film, but he 

doesn’t have a right to try and stop every-   

one else from making their films,” says 
Dale Pollock, president of A&M Films, 

which has been trying to make the DeLillo 
movie. 

Stone maintains that the controversy is 
notsomething he has courted. “I’m not mak- 
ing this film for money,” the director says of 

his lavishly publicized epic starring Holly- 
wood’s hottest leading man. “I want to pay 
homage to J.EK., the godfather of my gen- 

eration.” But if his film turns out to distort 
history, he may wind up doing more harm 
than homage to the memory of the fallen 
President. —wWith reporting by Hays Gorey/ 

Washington and Martha Smilgis/Los Angeles  


