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Aiello comes to Dallas to play 
‘chameleonlike’ J a Ruby role 
By Jane Sumner 
Dallas Morning News 

DALLAS "All his life, Wack? 
Ruby wanted to be a Big Man 
Around Town. 

But running a second-string 
strip joint on Commerce Street” 
didn’t quite do it. Nor did firing a 
snub-nosed revolver into a hand- 
cuffed Lee Harvey Oswald. 

And. when Hollywood finally 
came calling in the form of a film 
bearing his name, Ruby — Chica- 
go-born gangster, promoter and 
nightclub proprietor — had been 
dead for 24 years. 

After two months in Los An- 
geles, “Ruby” recently came to 
Dallas to shoot for a week. Unlike 
Oliver Stone’s “JFK,” filmed here 
earlier this year, Lava Films’ 
“Ruby” doesn’t unravel conspira- 
cy theories. 

Rather, it focuses on the enig- 
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Jack Ruby 
An enigmatic character 

matic man who silenced the ac- 
cused killer of President Kennedy. 
But it is dramatic fiction, not a 

- documentary. 
“Do the Right Thing” Oscar- 

nominee Danny Aiello, with 
slicked-back hair, plays the mercu- 
rial Ruby. “Twin Peaks” tempt- 
ress Sherilyn Fenn is exotic dancer 
Candy Cane, whom Ruby be- 
friends. And Willie Garson of 
“Mobsters” and “Soapdish” is Os- 
wald. : 

While in Dallas, Aiello affably 
_ posed for photos with hundreds of 
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fans 
and 

worried 
lest 

Dallas 
view 

his 
first 

visit 
as 

exploiting 
a 

pain- 
ful 

event. 
5 

“Trust 
me, 

it’s 
not,” 

he 
said. 

“This 
role 

is 
one 

of 
the 

greatest 
ever 

written 
for 

a 
human 

being. 
And 

for 
me 

to 
be 

so 
fortunate 

to 
play 

it 
is 

an 
extraordinary 

oppor- 
tunity. 

R
u
b
y
 

was 
very 

complex, 
c
h
a
m
e
l
e
o
n
l
i
k
e
,
 

a 
placater. 

He 
wanted 

to 
be 

loved.” 

Garson, 
who 

plays 
Oswald, 

was 
born 

six 
months 

after 
President 

Kennedy’s 
death. 

“
T
h
e
 

assassination 
is 

so 
in- 

grained 
in 

people 
in 

Dallas,” 
Gar- 

son 
said. 

“They 
come 

up 
to 

me 
on 

the 
street 

and 
say 

the 
most 

insane 
things, 

like 
‘Why 

did 
you 

do 
it?’ 

or 
‘How 

did 
you 

plan 
it?’ 

“Tve 
looked 

at 
the 

whole 
con- 

spiracy 
thing 

for 
years. 

I’m 
pretty’ 

sure 
that 

Oswald 
didn’t 

shoot 
any- 

body. 
He 

might 
have 

fired 
a gun. 

I 
think 

he 
knew 

he 
was 

going 
to be 

a 
patsy, 

but 
I don’t 

think 
he 

k
n
e
w
 

to 
what 

extent.” 
British 

writer 
S
t
e
p
h
e
n
 
Davis 

adapted 
his 

play 
“Love 

Field” 
for 

the 
screen 

version, 
‘““Ruby.” 

He 
explained 

w
h
y
 

an 
E
n
g
l
i
s
h
m
a
n
 

wrote 
about 

Ruby. 
“T 

was 
a 

12-year-old 
kid 

watch- 
ing 

TV 
when 

the 
word 

came 
through,” 

Davis 
said. 

“‘I 
don’t 

suppose 
my 

recollection 
is 

any 
less 

vivid 
than 

many 
Americans’. 

The 
subject 

caught 
me 

by 
the 

tail. 
It 

wouldn’t 
leave 

me 
go 

until 
I’d 

written 
out 

this 
story 

about 
Jack 

Ruby.” 
The 

idea 
for 

the 
play 

started, 
he 

said, 
while 

he 
was 

working 
on 

a 
TV 

movie 
which 

“in 
a 

very 
mar- 

ginal 
way” 

involved 
Lee 

H
a
r
v
e
y
 

Oswald. 
The 

author 
of 

the 
book 

on 
which 

the 
TV 

movie 
was 

based 
had 

written 
about 

the 
K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 

as- 
sassination. 

He 
invited 

Davis 
to 

his 
cabin 

in 
Virginia 

to 
shoot 

a 
6
.
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licher-Carcano 
rifle, 

the 
same 

kind 
found 

hidden 
on 

the 
sixth 

floor 
of 

the 
Texas 

School 
Book 

Deposito- 
Ty. “JT 

thought, 
after 

that, 
he 

(Os- 
wald) 

would 
have 

had 
difficulty 

killing 
a 

cow 
at 

a 
hundred 

feet 
with 

a 
Carcano 

rifle,” 
Davis 

said. 
“T 

think 
it 

was 
the 

experience 
of 

having 
the 

gun 
in 

my 
hand 

that 
_M™mentally 

put 
me 

into 
Dealey 

Plaza 

and 
sparked 

my 
curiosity.” 

“The 
best 

way 
I 
could 

recon- 
struct 

the 
experience 

of 
the 

assas- 
sination 

wasn’t 
in 

any 
head-on 

way 
with 

who 
killed 

Kennedy 
but 

through 
a 

minor 
character. 

It’s 
a 

little 
like 

looking 
at 

‘“‘Hamlet” 
through 

R
o
s
e
n
c
r
a
n
t
z
 

and 
Guil- 

denstern,” 
he 

said. 
Despite 

rumors 
that 

exotic 
dancer 

C
a
n
d
y
 

Cane 
is 

really 
Candy 

Barr, 
the 

famed 
star 

of 
Abe 

Weinstein’s 
Colony 

Club, 
Davis 

denies 
it. 

“T 
invented 

her 
totally 

as 
a 

char- 
acter,” 

he 
said. 

“All 
the 

events 
and 

characters 
in 

the 
play 

have 
a 

his- 
‘torical 

basis, 
but 

not 
a 
d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t
a
-
 

ry 
basis. 

There’s 
no 

evidence 
that 

R
u
b
y
 
knew 

an 
exotic 

dancer 
who 

called 
herself 

Candy 
Cane 

who 
had 

a 
liaison 

with 
President 

Ken- 
nedy. 

“
W
h
a
t
 

I 
did: 

was 
imagine 

a 
new 

girl 
c
o
m
i
n
g
 

into 
the 

club 
and 

a
d
a
p
t
i
n
g
 

a 
n
a
m
e
 

f
r
o
m
 

C
a
n
d
y
 

Barr’s 
stage 

name, 
but 

our 
C
a
n
d
y
 

Cane 
is 

completely 
different.” 

Executive 
producer 

Sigurion 
“Joni” 

Signatsson; 
co-founder 

of 
Propaganda 

Films 
(Lava 

Films’ 
parent 

company), 
which 

produced 
M
a
d
o
n
n
a
’
s
 
“Truth 

or 
Dare” 

docu- 
mentary, 

said 
Candy 

Cane 
is 

a 
composite 

of three 
or 

four 
w
o
m
e
n
.
 

T
h
e
y
 

include 
M
a
r
i
l
y
n
 
M
o
n
r
o
e
 

and 
also 

Judith 
C
a
m
p
b
e
l
l
 

Exner, 
who 

had 
relationships 

with 
Ken- 

nedy 
and 

organized-crime 
chief- 

tain 
Sam 

Giancana. 
Davis 

said 
the 

character 
sprang 

from 
his 

head. 
“But 

w
h
e
n
 

you 
see 

Sherilyn, 
y
o
u
’
r
e
 

b
o
u
n
d
 

to 
t
h
i
n
k
 

of 
M
o
n
r
o
e
.
”


