é Russian spy “defectar; attempts
~explain why Ruby acted as he

; inside Ruby’s head was.
. -ciseo attorney: Melvin ] )
hadbeenlnredbytheliu Y,
|~ only a few days after the shootings
* inDallas. In defending Ruby, Bel
- fought a ‘heated battle agai
— whathe felt wasa bigoted court
~ hetited examples of anti-Seritism
.. and an attempt by the prosecution’
to make Ruby appear fobe 2 hierme-
sexual — but lost the chise in 1964
. when -the Jury !rejected -Belli’s
" chief ‘defense: that Ruby ‘had not:
' been in control of kis facilitiesand :
was ‘suffering ‘from psychomotor .
epﬂepsy when he mm'm;a ¥

“Helli thirew o tantryim on helr”
g that the jurymd recdmmeﬁu-

d death in the electric chair for"
Ruby, and Ruby's famny fired the
flamboyant attorney shortly atter:

- ward. Though an appeals couxrt or-
5’, déred a retrial, Ruby died first.of:
S braini cancer on Jan. 8,367, 114«
© U Belli, 84, who recently‘-v!ewed;
| “Ruby,” testified to the veracity of
 the image’ ‘that emerges through
_Danny “Alello’s" intense " perfor-
mance, (Earl Ruby, Jaék's yrotheér,’
. lias called ‘the film a'coir
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ed Oswald: to:spare Jackie Kennedy:

, it trial; that hie had done it to show:
,  that“Jews had guts.” But Belli exs;
- plained that these motives were:

‘emotional ‘man ‘subject “to’ ‘out

burst& and. 1reguenﬂ1 confused,

and mlsgui ed.”

o by

story asa {0 try and exp

:lllly he Ell‘e(k Oswald, and %lllé

elt t.respect “the.
M tm ."the doctors who'

examined and diagnosed Jack at;

the tlm&ni was defending him

found ™ [through™ electroen-"

cephalograms] suffering from i

brain daniagé; resulting in psycho-
motor epilepsy, andat the time he:

_shiot Oswaldwas in.a ‘fugue state.
. Hehad tosrecouecﬂomolwhathe -
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B mdivaa ite

- Afterward, accordmg to Bem,
Ruhy: claimed that he had killed

and her'children: the shame of a:

“the; result of conflabulation, the

mby which: a person. who's.
115 Asfor the film’s sinister suggel'
- tiom that Ruby may. have been giv-

suffered amnesia fills in the 1 miss-
ing details to. avoid the emba
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pointed - out: Belli; - were: never

- brought outin the film. “There’sa
;1 scene whe:e.ﬁekmathhm,eu-r

ap m;ah(m :it. He would hav:

cancerous

delt food that Zled to Jack’s
fugue state when he killed Oswald.
’I'hat’s never clarified in the film.”

"' What is brought ‘out in: “Ruby”
as»a ‘motive for Qswald’s: murder.
was Ruby’s.deep sense of rage that’
Dallas ‘wasa city smeared with.

shame after the assassination. And |

he:intended to get bhack at those
who: killed Kennedy: — a man-
whom: he had idolized, accord.mg
to Belli — by Kkilling Oswa)d.

*“Ruby" depicts Oswald- being ||

assisted by three accomplices in’
the killing of President Kennedy,
but Belli doesn’t subscribe to a con-
spiracy theory. He is also troubled.
by-the fact that 85 per cent of
Amencans now believe there was.
a.conspiracy. This is a loss of faith,
in the -American government that

“ e finds “extremely dlsturbmg

... “Ruby”. takes considerable li-
cense inpresenting Ruby involved,

in-a. nonconspiratorial. way with |
Dayid , Ferrie (played . by.. Tobm |
Bell); - Ferrie, . a key character, :

played by Joe. Pesci  in, Oliver
Swnes “JFK,” was; linked to an

tl'ialof "-'q;" Ac ;'x'*j oad
ELLI shook his head in. to-
tal disbelief.. “There’s no.
knowledge. that, Jack even
knew. Ferrie,” said Belli. “And
there’s; no. way. Jack ‘would have
been mvo}ved in.a conspiracy, giv-

en his positive feelings for Kenne- |
: :{ And given the unstable nature

his personality I think it would
have been foolish tor .anyone to

~have trusted Jack in any kind of

conspixacg . $0 many. secrets to
keep inso mistable aman.”

en: poisoneus injections in his celk
‘after being sentenced, Belli laugh:
g i S g
also-doesn’t buy. €ory,
Ruby may have been injected with
. “If there were any
ons, ‘Fack would have howl-
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