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I. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA: ﬂy;_“i:)ayo_‘sxéﬁ_ \ b1¢

A. Birth - Warren Olney III was born on F ‘ at
A the son of Warren Olney, Jr., and Mary McLean

Olney, both of whom were born in California,

B. Education - Olney attended Pomona College, Claremont, Cali-
Jornia, from September 1921, to June 1922, withdrawing to enter the

University of California, Berkeley, California, where he attended
Srom August 1922, to May 1925, when he received a Bach

degree. In August 1925, he was admitted to the Universit
SJornia at Berkeley as a graduate student in Jurisprudence, recetving-
the degree of Doctor of Jurisprudence on May 11, 1927, :

C. Marriage - He was married to Elizabeth Olney, nee Bazata
at Saratoga, California, on June S, 1926. ’ ’
D, Military Service - MUr, Olney served as Lieu
Captain in the United States Marine Corps

August 8, 1945, His records reflect that he acce

October 9, 1952,

E. Bar Associations - He was admitted to t
of California on October 7, 1927,

of the Bar Association of San Franc
and the American Bar Asgociation.

he bar in the State
He is a member in good standing

isco, the State Bar of California,




character and a person whom he recommends Sor a position of trust
and confidence, adding that there is no question as to his loyalty
to the United States.

State Bar of California, advised
that Warren ne as been a member in good 8tanding since hig
admission to the bar in October 1927, ‘ bic

San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, former member of the local adninistrative committee of the

Bar, advised that he considers IUr, Olney to be a very courageous
person who could not be approached to do a wrong act, adding that
Olney is @ man of unquestionable loyalty, character, integrity and’
ability., He stated that some time ago Olney, while with the Commig- -
ston on Organized Crime, State of California, had made some statements
concerning George W. Rochester, a legislative counsel. Olney, he -
said, had been quoted in the press as making a statement indicating
that Rochester had accepted money from someone who was involved with

a bookmaker. As a result Rochester brought suit against Olney in’
Alameda County, California, the jury returning a not guilty verdict,
In addition, charges arising out of the matter were filed with a local
committee of the Bar, but no action on thenm was ever taken by the

Bar as Olney had not committed any violation.,

- The record of the Clerk of Superior Court, County of~Alameda,
California, reflects that a libel complaint in the amount opf $300,000
was filed March 6, 1950, by George W. Rochester, Plaintiff, against
Farren Olney II'I and nine John Does, Defendants., The complaint -
accused the defendants of making a false statement without regarj'i
Jor the plaintiff's rights to various representatives of the press,
alleging that at the time the defendants knew and intended that the
statement would be published in San Francisco and other,cities in
California. The statement, in substance, accused the plaintiff, who
held the position of Chief Counsel for the Legislative Small Loans
Investigating Committee of the California Legislatiure in 1949, of
influencing the California Attorney General's Office on behalf of
the bookie-wire service. Rochester was alleged %o have ezxerted
influence after being bribed in the amount of three hundred and sizty
dollars by Jack Dragna, owner of the Universal Sports News, which at
that time was the head office for the bookie-wire service. The jury
acquitted the defendants. The record also shows that @ letter dated
August 22, 1952, was addressed to Mr. Olney by Judge James R. Agee,
Superior Court of the State of California, County of Alameda, in
which Judge Agee wrote that in his opinion there was no evidence
whatsoever introduced in the trial which indicated improper conduct
on the part of Olney as.a lawyer or otherwise. Judge Agee continued
that the basis of the jury's verdict was that Olney acted without
any malice and, his utterances being conditionally privileged, Olney
was therefore not legally liable, _ '
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Fo Employment and Public Service - From approzimately October
1927, to January 1929, Mr. OIney was employed in the office of the
District Attcrney of Contra Costa County, Martinez, Caltfornia,cgnd
Srom about January 1929, to January 1930, he was employed as a.young
attorney by the law firm of Tinning and Delap, Richmond, California,
both jobs being held in an unpaid ca acity to gain Iegal experience,

according to be

From January 1980, to November 1930, he was an attorney with the
law firm of McCutchen, Olney, Mannon and Greene, of San Francisco,
California. From October l, 1930, to Janugry 13, 1936, he was em- -
ployed as a Deputy District Attorney, Office of the District Attorney,
Alameda County, Oakland, California; and from Uarch 1936, to May 1939,
he was again employed as an attorney with McCutchen, Olney, Mannon

and G@Greene, San Francisco, California.

Beginning May 24, 1939, Mr, Olney was a Deputy Attorney General
in the Department of Justice of the State of California, being made
an Assistant Attorney General in the same department on February 1,
1942, in which capacity he continued until January 4, 1943, when he
was placed on military leave. On return Srom military service he
was from August 1, 1945, to December 2, 1946, employed as a Special
Assistant Deputy Attorney General, Department of Justice, State of

California,

From December 1946, to December 1950, ur, Olney was engaged in
the private practice of law in San Francisco in partnership with
Attorney Scott Elder. oOn January 1, 1951, he becanme Professor opf
Law and Criminology at the University of California, Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, in which capacity he has continued to the present,

Mr. Olney's public service includes appointment as Chief Counsel
to the Governor’s Commission on Organized Crime, State of California,
on November 1, 1947, in which position he served on g part time basis

study during the period of February 1 to August 31, 1951, on Organized
Crime and Law Enforcement, According to the records of the University
of California, Mr, Olney has also participated in various public

II. RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION: The Jollowing individuals who have
known Mr., Olney either personally, professional Y, socially and/or by
reputation, advised in substance that the appointee is loyal, of good



Ao Interviews with
Acquaintances

California,




4

‘e

' — State of California. | |I
e 1.
San Francisco, Ca hjornia. - ) o

San Francisco,

Iypical of comments made were those o
*w!o s!a!e! !flza! o!ney was !eld in h!gh regard and
respect by him and all others on the commigsion, adding that Olney is

6 man of high ability who can be relied on to carry out his duties
honestly and efficiently. He said that Olney's character,'associatea,
reputation and loyalty are above question and that he recommends him
for a position of trust.

and the entire family enjoys an excellent reputation in all respects,
Olney is a capable, level-headed attorney and administrator whom
considers completely honest and JSor whom he has the highest regard,
He believes Olney is well qualified for a position of Tesponsibility
and importance with the United States Government,

ey een a 0 gal a ve work while iIn
the Attorney General's Office and had been responsible for the gambling
S8hip ratds off the coast of California in the late 1930s, as well as
Jor the preparation of the legislation which enabled Mr, Warren to
clear the coast of the gambling shipsand to control gambling and vice
throughout the state, She informed vhat Olney was from one of the
most distinguished families in California, from the standpoint of
accomplishments and civic service, explaining that his paternal grand-
Sather was at one time the mayor of Oakland, and his maternal grand-
Jather was an outstanding Congregational minister. She stated that



advised that he
has since his rvh, adding he recalls Farren
Olney and Warren Olney, Jr., the grandfather and father of Mr. Olney,
He informed as followss Warren Olney was formerly maeyor of Odaklang
and a member of the Bar in California. Warren Olney, Jr., was JSormerly
a member of the Supreme Court of California and until his death wags :
¢ member of the firm opf YeCutchen, Olney, Mannon and Greene, which is,
an old and respected law Sirm in San Francisco. Je has known Mur, -’
Olney both brofessionally and socially. It is his belief that Olney

tion. . Olney has gained a great deal of experience as a trial attorney
in the field of criminal law. He stated that he unqualifiedly recome
mends Olney for a position of trust and confidenoe_._ i ALL

B, Interviews with Federal, State and Local Officials A 7 b7C




Farl Warren, Governor of the State of Ca

lifornia, Sacramento,
California, and former District Attorney of Alameda County,

Caltfornia.




The following United States Circuit Court Judges advised thqt
they were not acquainted with Farren 0lney III, and that to theip
knowledge he had not practiced law before a court over which they
presided. They all stated, however, that JSrom thelr conversations
with various attorneys who have contacted Warren Olney III,. he<hag
been spoken of very highly and they b :
good reputation,

They stated, however, that from the information which has been brought
to their attention by various members of the legal profession in Cali-
fornia, Yr. Olney has an excellent reputationwas an attorney,

Franoigco, California, also 8tate GV he was not acquain
dfr, 0lney, adding, however, that he had been acquainted with hig
JSather, Warren Olney, Jre., during the time the latter practiced law

in San Francisco. He stated that Farren Olney, Jr., was a person of
good charaoter and reputation and that, from the information that has
come to him concerning Warren Olney III, he believes him to be g person
of good reputation who is highly regarded in the legal practice in

California,

Typieal of comments made were those of Governor Earl Farren who
advised as follows: He has knouwn Farren Olney III since Olney was a
emall boy, was assooiated with him 68 @ Deputy District Attorney in
Alameda County about twenty years 6go when Governor Warren was the
Distrieot Attorney of that ocounty., Mur, Olney performed his job in an
exoellent fashion and wae the type of person who devoted full time
and effort to whatever he undertook. Ur., Olney was the kind of public
gsrvant who has a Jervent devotion to his duty. By way of tllustra=-

Attorney's 0ffice he had urged that Olney practice law in his father's
law firm in consideration of his father's desires, Olney did associate
with the firm, however, within four days after hie father's death he
returned to Governor Warren, then the State Attorney General, seeking
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a position in that branch of the State Government, Olney had been
most anxious to serve in the Armed Forces and after about two years

in the Attorney General's Office he enlisted in the Marine Corps ag

J a. Second Lieutenant, After Olney's return to civilian life he set

L up o private practice in San Francisco. Governor Warren then persuaded
: Olney to become the Chief Counsel to the Governor's Commission on
Organized Crime, in which position he has served for the past four
vears in a splendid manner, o

Governor Warren described Mr, Olney as a very sound lawyer and
as sound a man as could be Jound in his judgment. The Governor said
he is rather cautious in recommnending persons in the law enforcement
Sields but he felt that Olney is one person on whom he would be '
willing to bet his whole life, adding that Olney is one of the grandest
persons whom he has ever known'gnd one on whom he could depend in any
situation. Governor Warren knows opf absolutely nothing which would
reflect unfavorably on Olney and has never heard of any derogatory
information concerning him, adding that Olney's tusk in tnvestigating
organized crime in the state would have caused many whom he opposed

comments., Governor Warren stated that he would, without any reservation
recommend Warren 'Olney for a responsible position in the Federal Govern-
mente

dvised that he has
JSficial with the Alameda

know arren ney many years 4 pu

County District Attorney's Office, the Attorney General's Office in the
State of California, and as a member of the California Commission on
Organized Crime, adding that while he does not know him intimately, he
has the highest respect forlhis integrity, moral character, reputation
and associates, and believes him to be loyal to the United States., He
said Olney is highly regarded by the legal profession in California

e highest regard jor 18 7] respects, sider-
ing him to be extremely well qualified both personally and profession-
ally for the position to which he has just been appointed.

aavise 8 well acquainted with Mr. 0 ney an
o be a very sound lawyer and a person of considerable
rectitude, adding that Olney comes from a very fine and well known
Janily in California and was an outstanding lawyer in one of the
largest firms in San Francisco., He said that Olney had evidenced a
loyal spirit by his Sfine service in the United States Marine Corps
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own abilit He added that the Olney family is highly regarded in all
respects. 8aild that Olney is oS unquestioned integrity
and complete ptible, is a competent trial lawyer, does ez-
cellent investigative and preparatory work for trial

horough knowledge of organized crime,

chos evter or more qualified person
Jor head of the Criminal Division of the Justice Department.h

vised that he had been acquainted with Ur, Olney's father an nows

his wife, in addition to KYr. Olney himself. He said that the family
background of Olney is excellent, his father and grandfather having
been outstanding and highly regarded in the Sfield of law in California,
He went on to say that all members of the Jamily enjoy the highest”
reputation with respect to character, loyalty, integrity, and associ-
ates., He added that Olney has been interested in public service and
has done an excellent Job in the field of law on the investigative,

prosecutive and administrative levels, and is regarded as extremely

capable in his profession. He said he considers Olney to be personally
and professionally qualified in all respects for a position of im-
portance and responsibility with the Federal Government and can gtve
him the highest recommendation for such a position,

Co Neighborhood Investigation - The neighbors of Mr. Olney at his
place of residence in Berkeley, California, furnished only favorable
comments concerning him and his Janily, He resides at 1950 San Antonio
Road, Berkeley, California,

D. Agency Checks - No unfavorable information on Mr. Olney was
developed from checks of the following Federal agencies: Investigatjons

..Division, Civil Service Commission; House Committee on Un-American
Activitiesy Office of Naval Intelligence, Depariment of the Navy; and

the central files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Department
-0f Justice,

No arrest record for Ur, Olney was found in checks of the Jollowing
law enforcement agenciess the police departments of Berkeley, Oakland,
Richmond, Martinez, Sacramento, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, Cali-
Jornia; and the sheriff's offices of Contra Costa, Sacramento, and Los
4dngeles Counties, California,
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Credit records at the places of residence and employment of Mr,
Olney were checked with no adverse information developed,

E, Relatives - Interviewerof individuals who were acquainted

with the relatives of Mr. Olney, including his parents, his father
rother-in-law,”daughter and

being deceased, his brother sister and b
son-in=law, daughtemson, and his wife, developed only 47¢
Javorable comment., Cre ana criminal checks of his relatives resultec
in no unfavorable information, '

47)

The Labor Youth League and the Civil Rights Congress have been
declared by the Attorney General of the United States to be within the

purview of Ezecutive Order 9835.

With regard to the Independent Progressive Party, the Fifth Report
of the California Senate Fact-Finding Committee on Un-American Activie
ties, page 471, sets out "it is the considered opinion of this commit-
tee, based upon confidential information and also on a tremendous mass
of conclusive documentation, that the (Independent) Progressive Party
is the above-ground organization of the Communist Party,....."

73

. Concerning the American Council, Institute of Pacific Relations,
“the following is noteds

The Institute of Pacific Relations, founded in 1925 in Hawaii,
18 an organization engaged in research on the economic, political, and
social aspects of countries bordering on the Pacific Ocean, Allegations
have been received Jrom confidential sources that during the 1930s the

= 11 =



‘- Institute of Pacific Relations was used as a_"cover" by Sopiet mili-
tary intelligence agents,

However, in the Fifth Report of the California Senate Fact-Finding
Committee on Un-American Activities, 1948, appears: "The I'nmstitute
of Pacific Relations is an important and influential competitor in
the market place of public opinion. Fhile it may be an exaggeration
to describe it as a Communtst Sront, it tg indubitably true that 1t

possible help it can render to protect against each infiltration in
the future," :

é7¢

Other reliable informants familiar with some phases of un- é?ﬁ
American activities in the San Francisco Bay Area advised that they

had no information reflecting unfavorably on the loyalty of Warren
Olney IIT or any member of his famtly, ‘
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