














































































































































































































Ma. Patricia Holt, Book Review Editor 
The San Francisco Chronicle 
San Francisco CA 94100 

Dear Ms. Holt: 

Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, ~,iiJ 21702 

May 17, 1995 

Because of all the many reviews I've been sent of what is really Mailer's 

Tales and because you have been slightly critical of the content of the book as 

others have not been, I take time of which I now have so little from the work 

on which I have been long engaged to suggest to you that with clearly good inten

tion you fell far short of what I prefer to believe you would have done. 

Please excuse my typing. It cannot be any better. I'm 82, in impaired 

health and limited in many ways. I am trying to perfect the record for history 

as best I can. 

I am alone among those writing about the JFK assassination and its investi

gation who has never advanced any theories of the assassination and who has re-

stricted himself to the official evidence. And that from the record is what 

book review editors, along with all the rest of the major media, simply will not 

touch. I'm not a practicing amateur shrink like Mailer so I offer no explanation 

But it is a fact. For example, the first of my Whitewash series, which was the 

first of the books on the subject, neither you, the Chronicle nor any other major 

paper reviewed. Nor any of mine that followed. Yet of all those hundreds, if not 

thousands, of whom I have written critically, not one has written or phoned to 

complain that I treated him unfairly or was inaccurate. And as the back cover 

of my current book, for which from the record I still expect no review, it is a 

fact what the Department of Justice said in defending the FBI in that particular 

one of a dozen or so of my FOIA lawsuits. In them I brought to light about a third 
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a million pages of once - withheld records. The -OJ did say that. Copy on request. 

When I met Mailer in 1973 I offered him the same unrestricted and unsuper 

vised access to all the records I have. He said it was interesting and he'd 

think it over. I've not heard from him since. I've also not heard from him or 

from his assistant when I asked if it were not a fact that, rather than merely 

being invited by the Minsk KGB to see its Oawald file, Larry Schiller, in accord 

with a long past of it, did not buy those rights from the KGB. I do not expect 

any response. Mailer knew exactly what he was doing and he fully expected, with 

reason, the almost entirely uncritical reception his most deliberately and yes, 

quite incompetent book would receive. I have dealt with extensive dishonesty 

and corruption on this subject for more than 30 years and Mailer's is more 

wretchedly bad these ways than any other. The competition for that distinction 

is stiff. 

What simply astounds me is that all of you blandly accept his statement 

of his position and concept of the book that it makes no difference if Oswald 
l}yiZ> 

were guilty. /' 
You quote him as saying, "Let's forget the evidence," as saying he will 

"not concern" himself with such things as "ballistics." He is more explicit 

elsewhere. You also quote, "The question is not whether Oswald had the skills 

to bring off the deed but whether he had the soul of the killer." Not one of 

you commented on this. Nor did any of you wonder how many we have wandering 

around with the soul of a killer - and killed nobody. 

Mailer has from the first assumed Oswald's guilt. He still has nothing 

but his assumption. This is why he forgets the ballistics or, as he told the 

Philadelphia Inquirer, he avoids the evidence because it is "impenetrable" to 

him. But not to others and not to me in all my books. Which he seems not to 

have read in basing so much on a couple of deplorably bad works of sycophancy. 
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Yet if he had looked at my first book, of 1965 he would have found citation to 

the Warren Commission published evidence about which with such uninhibited dis 

honesty he bent your ear. 

The plain and simple truth is that the very best shots in the country, 

under vastly improved conditions in all respects, in testing for the Commission 

were not able, not one of them, to duplicate the shooting attributed to Oswald 

who was officially rated by the Marines, and I published this in facsimile, as 

"a rather poor 'shot'." 

So Mailer had to assume Oswald's guilt and keep himself ignorant of the 

official proof that he was not guilty, despite the official misrepresentation of 

that. (You can find more on this and on those tests in my current book.) 

(I explain the format of my earlier books. I had over 100 international 

rejections without a single adverse editorial comment before I decided to open 

the subject by self- publishing. That book in that form remains the basic avail

able book on the subject. That was the only way we could afford to do the book. 

And in thousands of unsolicited letters I recall not a single complaint about it.) 

And so it was Mailer devotes himself to "motive," which he makes up, because 

he did not come back from Minsk with the "secrets" he expected of the KGB. 

You are more than merely correct in noting Mailer's obsession with sex. 

He and Schiller have been commercializing it for years, along with the necrology 

they share. You quote Mailer as saying that Marina "had gone to a few wild 

parties," a dubious interpretation of what his book says, but "had done only 

what 9 out of 10 American girls do." 

Too bad you did not compare that with what he does to ruin Marina's repu

tation when she is a grandmother. 

His ont source on her "sleeping around" is the Yuri you refer to. But he 

did more than that. He was in fact the only source Mailer had for saying re

peatedly that she had been expelled from Leningrad for being a whore. Which 
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Mailer knew was false, as his book says and I enclose. Moreover, he also knew 

and says that Yuri was a "prodigious liar" also enclosed. And the one man in 

Minsk said to have slept with her denied it . 

And all the reviews and attention to this most disgusting of corrupt and 

dishonest of assassination books (which it also is not) merely call attention to 

this indecent condemnation of the innocent and decent woman who is also a victim 

of the assassination. And as a practical matter there is nothing she can do 

about it. 

The attitude these sexist pigs, which may defame pigs, have toward women 

and sex is medieval. In sex men "have" women. What is right · for men is wrong 

for women. In sex, too, women are the property of man. And obviously, what is 

wrong for women is right for men. 

Mailer knew that Marina was put out of his home by her stepfather because 

a man had sent her flowers! 

He knew that the only thing untoward in her life in Leningrad was being 

raped. His source, as his page I enclose says, is the woman who, not telling 

Marina, sold her to an Afghan who raped her. Yet Mailer spends much of two whole 

chapters and occasional mentions elsewhere based on the Yuri fabrication that 

she was expelled for being a whore and only her uncle (who was not in the equiv

alent of the FBI but was an engineer in the equivalent of the Department of the 

Interior) and his position kept her from the gulags over it! 

Xt is a great national tragedy, I think, that in the wake of so great a 

tragedy book reviewers will give space and attention to the most disgusting and 

disgracefully "safe" books that support the official mythology but ignore, as 

you have, works on them that are factual, are based on the official evidence and 

thus are unwelcome to most and to all major publishers and do not get published 

by minor ones with ease at all. 
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If our representative society is to function it requires that on major 

issues the people be at least adquately informed. That has not happened with the 

JFK assassination and its official investigation. Perhaps book- review editors 

have more than policy to contend with when the ads come from the major publishers 

like Random House. 

The people and the system suffer for it and, unfortunately, it is sympto-

matic rather than an exception. 

You say what is true and is in fact praise, it being that much worse, that 

Mailer "offers nothing original." Yet look at the space and attention you gave 

it. And please think of those books that are not accompanie~ by major ads and 

give the other side and cannot get a review. Or the people who depend on reviews 

are kept in ignorance of them. 

If you saw the perhaps 500 letters I got from Case Open, without a single 

promotion, review or ad, you'd know that the people are hungry for and appreci-

ative of books that are entirely factual, theorize no conspiracies and are based 

on the official evidence that is "impenetrable" to the literary whores like Mailer 

who could not write a thing or get published if they even look at it, the evidence 

of the crime. 

I'm grateful that you had at least a few critical and truthful comments 

on Mailer's consummate indecency. 
11-f:f'-i:, ' 

I regret ~tis little chance people will 

ever be told the truth. Marina at least had a little spunk. She told Schiller 

and Mailer that for the five days of their interview of her they were ''sex 

deviates." They were worse. 

Sincerely, 

/2u4~1-7 \ I 

Harold Weisberg 
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NEVER AGAIN! 
HAROLD WEISUERC 

The FUI says lhal Harold Weisberg knows more about 
lhe Kennedy assassination lhan lhe FUI ilself. In 
Nc11er A!,'<1i11!-his eighth book 011 lhe suuject- Weis
uerg again proves il. 

In lhe same classic invesligalive slyle of White 
wash and Case Open, Weisberg's Never Again! pur
sues lhc ll ulhs rcgardillg the aulopsy. of America's 

· lhirly-liflh l'residenl-lrulhs lhal have for lhirly 
years been buried or dislorled or obfuscaled or ig
nored nol only by lhe American government but also 
by lhe 11alio11al press. 'fo three decades of official 
error and hureaucralic lailure lhe]cmmal of the Amer
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ican .1Hedical Associati,m added more inaccuracies and more deceit wiU1 its publi
calion in I 992 of l wo lengthy articles defending lhe 1963 conclusions of the JFK 
aulopsisls while disreganlinr. facts unearthed by researchers since. JAMA's irre
sponsible journalism prods Weisberg again lo follow U1e path o( official conspiracy 
lhal bred lone-assassin and magic-bullet theories to dispose of the deaU1 of a 
l'residenl, a path that lakes him from the Navy hospital in Bethesda tlmmgh the 
corridors of the FUI lo lhe Juslice IJeparlmenl and into U1e office of the Attorney 
General as well as that of the l'residenl. 

Weisberg argues his case for conspiracy wilh exclusive regard for the facts. 
Facts lead lo the uook's startling new illuminalions. Facts support ils blisle1ing 
indictmenls. Facts provide a compelling n;irralive lilled with intrigue and laced wilh 
oulrage. Facts reveal lhe failure of America's institutions to deal ellectively wilh 
pc1fo1ps its profoundest national tragedy. In the face o( overwhelming facts, Harold 
Weisuerg justly exhorts us lo allow il lo happen Never Again! 

IIARou, WEISUEIW, a newspaper reporter and former Senate investigator, was 
the lirst person lo crilicize the Warren Report. lie is the author of Martin Lrdher 
/(i11g: The Assassi11atio11, as well as eighl volumes on the Ke,medy assassination, 
among them Whitewash: The Re/10rl 011 the Watren Report and mos t recently Case 
Open: The U11a11swercd J Fl( Ass<lfsi11atio11 (Juestions . 
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ble application of the instructions given to Marines should permit 
them to be qualified as at least a marksman. To become qualified as 
a sharpshooter, the Marine Corps is of the opinion that most Marines 
wi th a reasonable amount of adaptability to weapons firing so become 
qualified. Consequently a low marksman qualification indicates a 
rather f.oor •shot• and a sharpshooter qualificati.on is a fairly good 
I shot'. I II 

so, Oswald at his military best wa~ only "fairly good and at 
the end of his service was a "poor shot • 

To offset this destruction of its sand castle, the Commission 
compared Oswald with a number of men who have spent their lives .fir
ing and studying weapons, men of the highest competence, firing 
weapons regularly as part of their livelihoods for all or most of 
their adult years, men who had had scientific weapons training. 
Then on July 24, 1964, the Commission called James A. Zahm, a Marine 
non-commissioned officer in weapons training l11H306ff.). Zahm was 
willing to call Oswald a good shot. But even he specified a minimum 
of ten practice shots as prerequisite in the use of the telescopic 
sight (Rl92), And this, of course, assumed a good telesc~pic sight, 

After deliberation, the Report concludes that Oswald s Marine 
experience, "hi s other rifle experience (a bad perfonnance with a ,22 
rifle) and his established familiarity with this particular weapon 
(totally non-existent) sr,ow that he possessed ample capabil ity to 
commit the assassination' (R195 ), . 

Just how easy were these assassination shots? Could the per
formance be regarded as within the " capa.bility" of a man who was at 
the time less practiced than when the 11a7tlne Corps several years 
earlier had evaluated him as a "poor shot? 

The Commission arranged what it pr~sumably considered a .fair 
test, with its three genuine marksmen, rated as master by the Na
tional Rifle Association" (Rl93). "Ths marksmen took as much time 
as ther wanted for the first target ~all hit the target. l•'or the 
i'irstour attempts, ••• missed the second shot, ••• Five of the six 
shots hit the third target , •• 11 (Rl93). And they were firing at still 
targets, not moving, living things! . 

These three really were "masters", Two were ci vi;J..ians in the 
Small Arms Division of the Anny's Development and Proof Services, and 
the third man was in the Army and had "a considerable background as a 
rifleman" (3H4h5), Yet even they were not able to do what the Report 
says Lee Harvey Oswald, the poor shot i~ the Marines, when out of 
practice, 11 had ample capacity to commit • 

There is no reason to doubt that the ten-dollar rifle could be 
fired accurately, The improbability of an assassin ordering his 
weapon by mail when the same weapon was readily available locally 
(26H63) is not referred to in the Report, nor is his getting such a 
cheap weapon f or such serious shooting. But the testimony of the 
experts is clear and unequivocal, The rifle could be fired accurate
ly. (3H390ff. ) Only not at .the time of the assassination and not 
when re ceived at the F'BI laboratories In Wa shin~ton, for initial 
testing or at Edgewood Arsenal for further tes s. 

Ro~ert A. F'razier, the FBI' s expert, said, "When we attempted 
to sight this rii'le at Quantico we found that the elevation adjust
ment in the telescopic sight was not suf'ficient to bring the point or 
impact to the aiming point, • , , every time we changed the adjusting 
screws to move the crosshairs in the telescopic sight ln one direc 
tion it also ai'fected the movement of the .•. point of impact in the 
other direction," The defect in the sight was structural (3Hl~05), 
So, "··· we left the rifle (alone) as soon as it became stabilized 
and f:!.red all of our shots with the point of impact act\}ally high 
and to the right 11 , Frazier did not kno~1 the nature of, the defect 
in the · scope" but he had noticed a damage from wbich the scope tube 
could have been bent or damaged" (3H406), After some experimentation1 they learned that 11you could take an aiming point low and to the left' 
and fire accurately (3H407), Such experimentation and adjustment were 
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YURI: /\ml you hate me . ThaL's why I a111 telling. 

MOTIIER: Why would I hate you? 

YLIRI: No. I know that she hates 111e. 

~IOTIIER: You ought Lu be ashamed to say su! . . . 

She was old, and he was ill. At fifty years of age, still handsome, 
he was bent over and coughing, curled arouml his glass of vodka 
like a lea! seared by heat. And she was in her seventies. Together 
they !'ought. Bitterly, and wit.h the rage that only a mother and son 
ran !'eel ;11 the control each has the power to exercise on Lhe olher . 

The interYiewers could wonder if Yuri would ever forgive his 
mother for re\'ealiug that he was a liar 011 a prodigious scale an<l 
so \·irtually all of what. he had told t.hem about Marina an<l himself 
was doubtless not true. Ambiguous- since il seemed as if he had 
seen her to some little degree- but probably not true . Experience 
bore the same relation to h is memory as facls to h igh romance. 
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The l\!Josl Degrading Moment in I-I.er Life 

If we are tu take the re111 i11iscences of Russians we have known 
about the stale of their feelings in the al'lermath ofJack Kennedy's 
death, can there be an ending Lu Volume One more appropriale 
than to inquire into Marina's slate of mind? 

She would say that the most humiliating thing Lhat she ever 
experienced was 011 her walk from Lhe police car lo the police sla
tiun al'ler they told her that Lee ha<l been arresle<l. 

The police bruughL her out of the car, and she had Lo walk- she 
did11 't know how far; iL looked forever. Maybe il was some short 
distance; she does not recall. But, such shame- the most degrad
ing. humiliating moment ever in her life .Just by going from car Lo 
building. Reporters were shouting, and it was nothing she could 
understand. She wished some carlh would swallow her. She even 
believed Lhal Lee had co111111illed this crime, because she believed 
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such a hart winter in Leningrad, a lol started to happen. A fine 
spring followed, and a wild summer. She still remembers one 
night when her boyfriend, Eddie- a man twice her age- got off a 
boat with her and it was early morning. People were still cleaning 
the streets; the sun was shining; everything sparkled. She and 
Eddie were both in a good mood because the White Nights had 
been bealltiful and their boal had gone 0111. lo the G11lf' of Finland. 
Mllsic had been playing all night, and yo11 co11lcl dance and maybe 

smooch a little. 
As they passed the market, Eddie said, "I want to buy you flow-

ers," and he picked up a bunch, and they went skipping through 
wet puddles. Their city was so cheerful. But all of a sudden, she 
saw her stepfather walking toward her, and she had to rl!n into the 

nearest entry of an apartment house. 
She told Eddie that if her papa had seen her, whal would he 

think? He would not know it was the nexl thi11g lo innocent. With 
Eddie it was play and caressing, petting, never any more than that. 
But she was ashamed of whal her stepfather would think. He 
would probably believe she was a streetwalker. All those flowers, 
and out with a man so early that m(frning. 

So she tried to go home and sleep, but Alexander came in and 
said, "Still in bed? Get up!" Then he said, "Gel out of here!" And 
called her a whore. Then she was sure he had seen her. I-le said, "I 
do not want you in this apartment. Get 011t or my life." J\11d she 
said, "No, yoll cannot throw me out.." And he said, "You have rela
tives in Minsk. Just go." Marina said, "I do11't want to leave. I'm 
going to complain lo the city militia that you are cruel a11d rude 
and sending me away agai11st my will." I le said, "Okay, see your 
militia, and I'll tell you who your real father was." 

At that moment, he stopped himself and went oul the door. 
Thal was it. She never did learn any more about her real f'ather. 

All this while, she kept seeing Eddie, who worked for a film stu
dio in Leningrad, Eddie, from Soviet Georgia, who was dark and 
had a mustache. She liked him. She did nol see him every day, and 
she had other boyfriends. But there was nothing hig going on. She 

was very choosy. 
Of course, she also had rough dates who would take her out for 

d inner, but at the end, she would manage to avoid them- so far. 
She just felt lucky to have a meal. Even excited. It was like you were 
halancing the meal against future trouble. You eal first, then you 
hold the man off afterward- a hard way to earn a meal. But she 

·,. 

was so h ungq 
ofa while pri1 1 
always a rougl 

Eddie's last 
went over Lo 11 
she asked for I 
So she found c 

his wife. And 
maybe he told 
Maybe he was 
boy out toad 
playing with h 
see him. 

After that, sl 

was staying wi 1 
date with a cli< 
to his hotel ro< 
come with hi 1 
changed cloth 
that was how ~ 

know you were 
found out he 
put her out of 
you think you 
nothing for it? 

She felt she 
some boys who 
ing through fo r 
and a fire. Th , 
these musician.· 
naive kids. One 
picnic, but she 
morning came 
that's all. She SJ 
day, and when 
her grandmotl 
been writing l< 
guilty about ho 
from her pensi , 
she couldn't fa, 

felt like a prost i 



,appe11. A line 
:members one 

age-got oil a 
e still cleaning 

klccl. She and 

itc Nights ha<l 
:ulr or FinhH1tl. 
nee ,11l(l 111aybe 

> buy you l1ow
ppi11g through 
a sudden, she 
to run into the 

what would h e 
innoccnl. With 
nore than that. 
,uld think. I le 

those flowers. 

.: r ca111e in a11d 
or here!'' /\nd 

hn. I le said, "I 
. lik." J\ll(l she 
"You have rela-

1 l to leave . I' Ill 

~-rucl and rude 
Okay, see your 

. uul the dour. 
~r real rather. 
,l for a li Im slu-
0 was dark am\ 
, every day, and 

5 going 011. She 

ake her oul for 
\ them-so far. 

.1s like you were 
lirsl, then you 

1 111 cal. But she 

' ' 
>I. 

OSWALD'S TALE / 37 

was so hungry, and yet was still a virgin . And she was still thinking 
of a ,\·Iii Le prince, a red carpel am! flowers. IL <lidn 't happen. It was 

always a rnugl111eck. 
Eddie's last name was Dzhugania11, and he was very nice . She 

wen I oH:r Lo his apartment one day to leave him a note, but when 

she asked for hi 111, so1neo11e said, "ls that a man with a liule boy?" 
So she follnd 0111 that he was married and livi11g i11 Le11ingra<l with 
his ,rik. A11d she did11 '1 know what he did to excuse himself-
111;1yhe he told his ,\·ire that he was shooting a movie all night long. 
i\L1ylw lie \\';1s free this su111111cr because he had sent his wife and 
hoy ollt to a rlncha and so he owned summer for himself. He was 
playing ,ritli her. and she wrote him an angry letter, and woul<ln't 
see hi111. 

Arter that, she certainly fell too lazy to work. That was when she 
was s1ayi11g wilh Irina, who took her oul one night on a double 
date with a client, ;111 J\fgha11i, who tricke<l Marina i11Lo coming up 
Lo his l1olcl rno111. He said he was goiug right out again; would she 
co111e 1ri1h hi111 j11s1 for a minute and a bite to eat while he 

changed clothes . Then, he raped her. Ile took her by force, and 
111,11 ,ras l1ow she lost her virginity. Afterward, he said , "I didn't 

know yoll 1\Trc a Yi rgi11. 1 wa11 t my nmncy back." That was how she 
round olll he had paid Irina in advance . After this Alghani had 
pllt her out or his room, Irina said, "Well, what <lo you expect? Do 
)'Oil think you can go arollnd with 111e forever, and eat, and do 
nothing rm it?" And 1hc11 Irina's mother spoke to her as well. 

She kit she was a fallen woman. Yet, that summer she also met 
so111e boys who invited her 011 picnics, and they spent Lime tramp
ing thro11gh forests outside Leningrad, a big group with musicians 
and a lire. They would sing through the White Nights. Some of 
these 111usicians would hire prostitutes, but she stayed with the nice 
naive kids. One night, there was cveu a wild orgy al one en<l of this 
picnic, but she just sat and talked with the nice kids, and when 
morning came, e1·eryone went for a swim- just a liLLle kissing, 
that's all. She spent ,u1 entire weekend like that, Saturday and Sun

day, aud when she came home she found hcrselr thinking about 
her grandmother and how she was dead, an<l she had not even 
been writing Lo Tatiana before she died because she had felt so 
guilty about how she was living, but she had been receiving money 
fru111 her pension and hadn't wrille11 lo 1ha11k her. Even in a leller, 
she couldn't face Tatiana. She had faile<l her. IL was horrible . She 
felt like a prostitute because she had been taking meals from men 
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nJcl ohoutin.g wordo to the offect, 11 Lieuten?..nt!! there was a ohot, the 
eont.ry across tao woy ohot somebody, co;ne quickly!! 11 Where.upon I turnacl 
my jeep oround rind oped directly to post f!djaco:u.t the cry:pto van area. 
I drove up the line of truc!:o, loft to right, 0081'Ching methoclical.17. I 
dlncovored Pvt. !JCifllJJfD lyi!)~ fece up in !.llmllr..r fnuhion to tho photos . 
with the exception of the weapon. I stopped the jeep b~aida him, ju;npe~ 
out, scanned. the EU"8~ not too thorou{.71.ly for possible intruders. I 
otoop8d do~-1n over the fnllen m;in, Mtl loo~ed him over without movine; him. 
I decided to get madlccll help. It nppaAn:id to me that he had. f'cU.len on top 
of hlo \ves:i.pon for it wao underneath hio logo. I took l_qmedinte iiction 
to got to n phone. I loft the corpor e.l of tho vi::i.rd with Pvt;. SCIIR.!0i1) . 
Md I ru3hecl back to . the cry:pto ve.u. The oentry thoro waa not ([Jlaro of . 
tho pho~9 and its locntion, so I ruuhed over to the tower an.cl diopatched 
tha crnsh crew e.ncl. vny rentl.ily nv nilbla doctoro nnd corpsman. I had ~ 
other mon alert the hospitru.. Upon returning to tho oceno the Co~psman 
end crush crew wero ulreacly thore. Tho v:obulnnco wa,9 on i to way and not 
very fE>r behind me, ond care ,-1aa being l:ilinlnistered. At this time I .secured 
the ,-,eapon ond the empty ohell. 'lbero were no other round.a in the weapon. 
It w ns told to me that tho firod ohell was a till i::i tha cha:nbe:::-, al though I 
did. not receive the weapon nnd shall as such. The nmbulance arrived very 
ohortly and the boy Wa!J rushed to tho hoapotal. I returned to the tower 
to call. Haj FIEGENER and in:fora him. I then drovo back to the nraa, picked. 
up Cpl RO:IB ond drove to the hoapi tal • . .Arriving at tha hospital I leerned. 
that the boy was D. o. A. I turned the w0::1pon over to the rn.tthorities 

1 

nt the hospital. The authorities there uncovered four(~) unU.!Jed rounds 
\/ in .Pvt. SCHil.11NIPa pocket. 

f)I /J~~ (&. (3;(_fh~ -g; 
HUBERT ~. C!IBBBIE II 
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Corporal fl.onalrJ L. HO'dt-: l'.;JR/t28/67/,l USMC 

or nbou t 1rJO'.> January 5, 1rJ5H Lt. cm:rmu: und my::ielf ,,;ere checking 
uurd posb nt the Hir:,trip o.rea~ Wei had clH:!ckr1<l the orypto \.Jatch and 

were driving m'ouncl the other :llde of ·the hnngc1r to check · o.nother sen.:.. 
try 'wheri Pfc PEilSOclS 'n'ho wa!:l crypto_ ,.n tch L~t LlJ8 tirne 'whistled for u9. 
He told U3 he ho.cl h(~ur;:ro.--shot fh· e cl from the ~ren of the vehicles park-. 
cd on the other sit18 of the nlr:;trip. lim;iedl.utcly Lt. CHEIUliS and I 
drove ovP. r and found rvt. scimAtJD luylng on th1> Erouncl bleeding very 
hadly. Lt. CHEMIE then went nnd called for umbulo.nce. I stayed vith 
Pvt. SCi!HAtlD. I dlcl not see unyone aro1;nd _thn nr-ea. SCIIH.H!D \..'as un
conscious o.nd did not rnovP., however he groaned auout t,,;o or· three times. 
Some sn.ilors cnme in th e me;rnwhllo ~llld triDd to h.)lp. The runbulLl.nce 
thf:n arrived rrnd took l'vt. SCIIHJU/D to tlw ho:.iptt.1J.l. I them tul1:ocl to 
Orirrunancler WA.LIDH.lDCt: of th~ securl ty force anc.l told him everything l 
knev. When I c,xwninecl the weapon .SCIIRAND \.lliS carrying at the time it 
had one dlscharGed sh e ll in the chrunber. I turned the \./eapon over to 
the doctors at the hospital. 

Pvt. SCIIRHJD, being the first sentry on po9t that ovenihg, \.J3.9 instruot
ocl hy myself on tho lirnit'ltions i:,f ld.s post, nnd of his special orde11s· 
before tr1king QVRr his duties as sentry, at nbout 1710. After I had 
checked the \.Jeapon und found it ti> be in coocl working condition, I gave 
it to him along -with five rounds of nnununition \.lhlch he' put in his pock
et. r_.-t . SCl!H/\JID, rllong \.l'l th the other sentrlcs, hacl been instructed 
that dny during the clc1ily · cunrd [;chool on thr3 handling uml carrying of 
tho shotgun. Th ey had nlso demonstr[\ted to me the loading and unl oading 
of the \.Je apon.. t.s a result, Pvt. SCHR,\ND .ntorn1 guard duty and attended 
gllil.rd school at least the two duys previous, the guard then being under 
verbti.l appointment, ...,1th no guard log being kept. 

t0in.o.lcl of C-1/rtv-t 
RONALD L. n~wg 
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Angel Franco/The New York Tim, 

Debating art's duty to history were, from left, Oliver Stone, Nora Ephron, Edward Jay Epstein, Norman Mailer and Victor Navasky, moderatm 

What Debt Does Hollywood Owe to Truth? 
By WILLIAM GRIMES 

When Hollywood and history col
lide, which side wins? With "J. F . K." 
still agitating a national audience, the 
question was put before Oliver Stone, 
the film's director, and fellow panel
ists Norman Mailer, Nora Ephron 
and Edward Jay Epstein on Tuesday 
night at Town Hall in Manhattan in a 
debate sponsored by the Nation Insti
tute and the Center for American 
Culture Studies at Columbia Univer
sity in association with the Writers 
Guild of America, East. Before a 
packed house, the four dis(:ussed the 
duty of art to history, fiction to fact 
and whether George Bush could be 
placed at Dealey Plaza in November 
1963. 

Feelings ran high. "Never have I 
been so besieged and be-faxed by 
people who felt that their point of 
view was not represented," said -the 

moderator, Victor Navasky, the edi
tor of The Nation magazine, in his 
opening remarks. Looking out over 
the audience, he asked, "Will all of 
you out there who feel you don't be
long on this panel please stand?" 

'I've Come to Have Severe Doubts' 

It was a pro-Stone crowd, primed to 
sneer at what Mr. Mailer called "the 
mind-stultifying myth of the lone as-. 
sassin," with a large percentage of 
groundlings eager for · tales of con
spiracy and cover-up, and inclined to 
become restless if more than five 
minutes passed without a fiery de
nunciation of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, the Warren Report, Ameri
can cold-war policy or the Bush Ad
ministration. They got all this and 
more from Mr.' Stone, who, as he 
lumbered toward the lectern, looked 
like a man who had bulked up by 
carrying the weight of history on his 
shoulders for

1 
too long. 

In a crowd-pleasing recitation, he 
went over the experience of working 
on" J. F. K.," one that has shaken him 
so deeply, he said, that he has won
dered aloud about the version of 
American history given ·in the books 
he read as a youth. 

Disillusionment evidently has been 
a bitter pill. ··'I've come to have se
vere doubts about Columbus," he 
said, "about Washington, about the 
Civil War being fought over slavery, 
about World War I, about World War 
II and the supposed fight against Na
zism and Japanese control of re
sources." 

Careering toward a climax, Mr. 
Stone apparently decided to drive his· 
car r ight off the cliff. To thrilled, 
applause, he concluded, "I don't even: 
know if I was born or who my parents 
were." · 

Mr. Stone's dead-serious, dead-
ahead approach momentarily 

· eclipsed a fine performance by Mr. 

Mailer, the evening's first. speake 
who contended that the surplus , 
theories about the Kennedy assas~ 
nation makes a factual movie on tt 
subject impossible_. 

"' J. F. K.,' !-' Mr. Mailer sai, 
"should be seen not as history but c 
myth," the story of "a huge and hie 

: eous event, in which the gods warre< 
and a god fell." 

'Worst of the Great Films' 
He then delivered a series of bad 

ha_nded compliments that had the ei 
feet of a.skillful station-house beatin~ 
the kind that inflicts maximum dam 
age without leaving any vis ibJ, 
marks. 

" 'J. F. K.,'" Mr.' Mailer said, wa: 
"perhaps the worst of the great films 
but one with the power to rriake nev 
history." It is powerful but crude; ht 
said, "like all of. Oliver Stone's mov 

'•' ' ; ;, 

Co~tinued.Qn Pa~e C22 



·~ / .. 
·, 
\;' \.: t1at Debt Does Hollywood Owe~· 

Continued From Page C15 

ies," which is only natural, since its 
maker "can be characterized as a 
brute." But, Mr. Mailer added, "he 
has the integrity of a brute." 

By snuffling and rooting around 
"our national obsession," Mr. Stone 
accomplished something, Mr. Mailer 
said. Sometimes, he concluded, using 
a familiar vulgar expression, non
sense can only be driven out by supe
rior nonsense. 

In taking the high road of myth, Mr. 
Mailer sidestepped entirely the nig
gling, footnote-plagued problems of 
Kennedy assassinology, leaving the 
fact versus fiction discussion to Mr. 
Epstein, the author of several books 
on the Kennedy assassination, and 
Ms. Ephron, who co-wrote the screen
play for "Silkwood," the 1983 film 
based on the life of the antinuclear 
advocate Karen Silkwood. 

Mr. Epstein made a plea for main
taining the distinction between fiction 
and nonfiction. "In nonfiction the 
writer is bound by the universe of 
discoverable fact," he said. "When he 
reaches the limits of. discoverable 
fact, he stops." 

The problem comes, he continued, 
when an artist tries to mix fact and 
fiction. "What you get is not a hy
brid," he said, "but pure fiction, be
cause the introduction of a fictional 
scene or fact changes everything af
ter it." 

Ms. Ephron delivered a cool, dis
dainful and very witty set piece on the 
failure of the press, specifically The 
New York Times, to understand the 
legitimate claims of art in such mat
ters. Burned and still smoldering af
ter her experience as a screenwriter 
for the film "Silkwood," which pro
voked criticism in the press for its 
treatment of biographical fact, she 
tried to explain the furor over 
"J. F. K." as the innate hostility of the 
press to any incursion into its territo
ry. 

The aim in films like "Silkwood" 
. and" 'J. F. K.,' " she said, is to create 
"not the truth, but what it was like -
sort of, maybe - .in a way that jour
nalism could never come close to." 

"'J. F. K.,'" she said, was "more 
ambiguous and brilliant" than its de
fenders. "It's not a wild and wacky . 
look at the assassination, but a look at 
30 years of assassination madness," 
she said. 

Mr. Stone, who looked lethargic and 
put-upon for most of the evening, 
raised an eyebrow halfway at this 
one. 

All three of Mr. Stone's fellow pan
elists criticized his treatment of Jim 
Garrison, the District Attorney from 
New Orleans played by Kevin 
Costner, as an · unsatisfying figure, 
with none of the dark corners and 

complications of the actual man. 

Mr. Stone defended himself on 
grounds of narrative efficiency and 
dramatic coherence. Complicating 
Jim Garrison, he said, would have 
turned the movie into a biography, 
when the point was to use him as a 
kind of spotlight to illuminate broad 
historical questions. 

Falling in with Mr. Mailer's myth 
approach, Mr. Stone called the Dis
trict Attorney "a Mr. Smith who goes 
to Washington but whose trip must 
end in tragedy," done in by the same 
dark forces that kept the_ American 

Drawing the line 
between fact and 
fiction; when it 
can be found. 

people in thrall "to a single-party 
superstate with its own cold-war reli
gion, police and culture." 

His remarks met with stormy ap
plause. 

In a brief question period, four 
counter-panelists onstage fired away 
at Mr. Stone, who relied heavily on a 
young research assistant at his side 
who slipped him notes on yellow pa
per with arcane bits of Kennedy-as
sassination data. 

When a questioner from the floor 
asked if President Bush was a CJ.A. 
agent, Mr. Stone said, judiciously, 
"He may well have been, but I don't 
put him at Dealey Plaza," a delicious 
possibility raised by an earlier ques
tioner. Mr. Stone suggested that a 
thoroughgoing investigation of the 
matter might be in order, however. 

Max Holland, a contributing editor 
at The Nation, took aim at the Ken
nedy halo, calling the movie "a case 
of wish fulfillment,'' and remarking 
sourly on such events a s the Bay of 
Pigs and the assassination of Presi
dent Ngo Dinh Diem of South Viet
nam. 

Mr. Holland also criticized Mr. 
Stone on more narrow· factual 
grounds. He cited a scene iii 
"J. F . K." in which a man is seen 
doctoring the famous $napshot of Lee 
Harvey Oswald holding the rifle used 
in the assassination. 

In fact, said Mr. Holland; technical 
examination of the photograph in 1979· 
showed it to be genuine. "A film mak
er crosses the line,'' he said, " when 
he bends the facts to suit his thesis." 

"I talked to Marina Oswald about 
the photograph,'' Mr. Stone said of 
Oswald's widow. '"She told me that 

she did take the photograph, but that 
she took it from the stairs." Here Mr. 
Stone paused dramatically. "But if 
you look at the photograph, you'll see 
the stairs in the background." : 
Rejecting Panel Arguments 
. The remark hung in the air, like 

many others that night, delivering the . 
kind of brief but delicious frisson that 
has made "Unsolved Mysteries" 
mandatory television viewing: 

Christopher Hitchens, a columnist 
for The Nation, decided he had had 
about enough of the Kennedy \worship · 
for one night. He noted the panelists' 
fondness for the notion of "American 
innocence, loss of same,'' and reject
ed it as "an objectionable, narcissis
tic formulation." 

Turning the cold shower on full 1 

blast, Mr. Hitchens directed the ·at- . 
tention of the "media haters, and I · 
know you're out there,'' to the myth of ; 
Camelot as the first and grandest o~ · 
the press conspiracies, a soft-focus ' 
treatment of the Kennedy era that ' 
has disguised its roots in McCarthy- '. 
ism and segregation. ·: 

"Let us get rid of that Arthurian ·. 
metaphor with which we've been ·, 
stuck ever since Jackie Kennedy ' 
went to a musical,'' he. concluded. 

Mr. Mailer softly rebuked Mr. Hit
chens, explaining that although Ken
nedy was not perfect, "he was flexi
ble and extremely intelligent for a 
U.S. President." 

Conspiracy Upon Conspiracy 
It was too late for Mr. Mailer, how

ever. He had thrown away any audi
ence good will at Town Hall, 123 West 
43d Street, several minutes earlier by 
arguing that the CJ.A. should not be 
dismantled and by defending the Per
sian Gulf war as a necessary evil. Not 
even a vintage Mailer rant about the 
nation teetering on the edge of fas
cism could bring the crowd back. 

Yet- it was Mr. Mailer who em
braced, perhaps embodied, the his
torical complexities and ambiguities 
heaped up throughout the evening 
and showed the best chances of nego
tiating the wheels within wheels -of 
conspiracy, duplicity and bad faith. It 

. was a high point of sorts when, in a 
daring . see-you-and-raise-you move, 
he tossed before Mr. Stone the juicy 
theory that Watergate might have, 
been a plot to get rid of President · 
Richard M . Nixon before he could 
dismantle the coldawar state. A look 
crossed Mr. Stone's face momentari-.. 

. Jy, the look of a man who had just· 
been pitched a rather interesting 
movie idea. 

"This country is so complicated," 
Mr. Mailer said at one poin.t, "that 
when I start to,think about it I begin ' 
talking in a Southern accent." 
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What became of the corpse of Adolf Hitler? As The Jerusalem Report's 
Moscow correspondent stared at fragments of the Fuehrer's skull in the 
Russian state archives, the final pieces of a macabre mystery fell into place. 
Here, on the anniversary of Hitler's April 30 suicide, The Report unravels 
50 years of Russian lies, distortion and manipulation. 

ALEXANDER LESSER Moscow 

'' 
OEBBELS WAS 
wearing the re
mains of a yellow 
scarf. and I could 
only lhink aboul 
the yellow star he 

made the Jews wear. And now lhe yellow 
cloth was at his throat, like it had 
strangled him," recalls Yelena Rzhevskaya 
of May 3, 1945, when she entered the gar
den of the Imperial Chancellery in Berlin's 
Wilhelmstrasse as a lieutenant in the So
viet army. 

Goebbels and his wife Magda lay dead, 
their bodies burned, but the Nazi propa
ganda genius. with his club foot, was ea
sily recognized by Rzhevskaya and the two 
Smersh (Russian acronym for "death lo 
spies") counterintelligence officers for 
whom she was translating. Still, Goeb
bels's corpse was of scant interest to the 
team. Their task was to find Adolf Hitler. 

The three descended into the Fuehrer's 
bunker through a door in the garden, un
certain of what lhey would find. The scene 
in Berlin then, Rzhevskaya recalls, "was 
hellish. Everywhere there were buildings 

Rzhevskaya found lhe six Goebbels chil
dren dead in lheir bunk beds, poisoned by 
lheir parents . Even now, gazing back 
across half a cenlury from lhe book-lined 
living room or her spacious Moscow aparl
rnent, Rzhevskaya, 75 - slim. smooth
skinned and looking IO years younger -
speaks wilh emotion of "the sleeping chil
dren." Aware then of German crimes 

EDWARD SHILLING 

burning or in ruins, bodies and debris RZHEVSKAYA : Went back to the bunker 
littering the streets." They had to dodg!'f"'·· for Hitler's dental record s 
small arms fire from Soviet units that 
raked the chancellery garden, probing for againsl the Jews, she, herself a Jew, 
pockets of die-hard SS resistance . nevertheless could not feel hatred. "I'm 

Inside there was total darkness, the not a believer in co li er.I ivc gui lt," she says. 
electricity cut. They used ITashlighls lo "The children were innocent. " 
negotiate the stairs. Down and down lhey 
went, until they pushed open a door 
and came upon a handful of servants, 
huddled, ready to surrender. 

Passing quickly from room to room , 
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Nexl, the three came across suitcases 
and trunks packed . it emerged later, fo r 
Hitler's anticipaled IT ighl south with Eva 
Braun . They found reams of secret docu
ments and many personal possess ions of 
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the Nazi leadership. 
But of Hiller himself". 
there was no trace. 

Yelena Rzhevskaya 
has told lhe lale many 
limes. most notably in 
her 1965 memoir "Ber
lin. May 1945 ," which 
sold more than a mil
lion copies in the U.S .S.R But her ac
count is only the first chapter in the con
voluted saga surrounding Hitler"s clealh 
- a saga that is only completely unravel
ing now, as lhe 50th anniversary or his 
suicide approaches . Whal follows is the 
full story - from April 30, 1945, when 
Braun took poison and Hitler either poi
soned or shot himself, through Stalin's ef
fort to conceal those deaths, on to the day 
in 1970 when Soviet authorities ordered 
the Hitler and Braun bodies burned, right 
up lo the present. 

In the last few years, since the break-up 
of the Soviet Union, the cash-strapped 
Russian authorities have been auctioning 
off access to their archive dossier on 
Hitler and Lo three fragmenls of th e 
Fuehrer's skull kept secrelly in Mosrow 
through the decades. The J erusalem Re
port was invited to participate in the bid
ding, and this reporter was able to see the 
documentation and skull rragmenls . 

The Reporl opted not to pms11e Ille bid
ding war. and pieced Logel her this story 
from other sources. But lhe final deals on 
access to Hitler's skull and to the paper
work have been struck in the past few 
months: having systema tically distorlecl 
the facts of Hiller's death and the fate of 
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JEWISH ORLD COVER STORY 

The Man Who Pinned Down Bormann 
T

HOUGH THERE ARE STILL 
those in lhe Wesl who believe 
lha l lhe fale of Nazi party 
leader Marlin Bormann re

mains an open qu estion. in Russia 
there is Jillie doubl lhal he died in May 
1945. And il was Lev Bezimensky. a 
J ewish author and expert on lhe fale or 
lhe lop Nazi leadership. who brought 
lhe slory or Bormann·s end lo light. 

Like Smersh lranslator -turned
aulhor Yelena Rzhevskaya /see main 
story). Bezimensky. author or U1e 1974 
book "The Lasl Noles or Marlin Bor
mann.·· developed his inleresl in lhe 
subject during lhe war. He was also a 
German-Russian inlcrpreler. allaC'hed 
lo a military in telligence unil. He trans
lated during lhe int.errogalion or Field 
Ma rshal Friedrich von Paulus. lhe 
German commander who surrendered 
at Stalingrad in 1943. 

When Berlin fell. Bezimensky was a 
captai n. He was nol parl of Rzhev
skaya·s Smersh counlerinlelligence 
unil. But like hundreds of victorious 
Soviet soldiers hunting for souvenirs 
or simply curious . Bezimensky was 

drawn lo lhe Imperial Chancellery and personal archive. And he learned how 
Hiller's bunker. which he entered on May lhe diary came inlo Red Army hands. 
5. 1945. He carried off a complete sel of "Just after the fall of Berlin, a Ger-
records or Tchaikovsky's symphonies. man civilian came across two bodies 
"They were 78s. " he recalls, "loo·tl,1'ck to near the Weidendam Bridge. One was 
play on today·s stereos." wearing an expensive leather overcoat. 

Only in the early 1970s was his interest The civilian stole the overcoat and 
in Bormann·s fale piqued - as a result or when he gol home, he noticed lhe name 
an accidental discovery in coua1esvo,Levee21MeNs<v 'Bormann' slilched 
Easl Berlin. On lhe night 
of December 7-8. 1972, 
lwo skeletons were un
earthed near lhe Weiden
clam Bridge in East Berlin 
wh ile a sewer pipeline was 
being laid. After a medical 
examination. Soviet ex
perts. basing their con
clusions on lhe size of lhe 
remains and their leelh. 
judged them lo be those of 

inlo an inside breasl 
pocket. In anothe1 
pocket he found a dia
ry. Fortunately for his 
tory, he took the diary 
lo the nearest Sovie l 
command post. and ii 
eventually found il~ 
way lo our Berli1 
headquarters." 

Bormann and an SS doc- BEZIMENSKY: Found 

Bezimensky photo 
copied the diary for us• 
in writing his book. A 
for the original, he say 
the general died an , 

lor named Slumfaeger. Tchaikovsky in the bunker 
Bezimensky was able lo 

provide confirmation. I le looked inlo what 
lhe Soviet army had learned about Bor
mann in 1945. and discovered lhal a re
tired general had Bormann·s diary in his 

lefl il to Soviet military archives . "It' 
somewhere in one of the archives no" 
I suppose." he says. 

Alexander Less€ 

--- - - - - ·--------- - - -- -· -·- - -- - ----------------------------

"I fell a Jillie uneasy. since a senior offi
cer had h i11lecl lhat we should give il up." 
she says. Bul nevertheless lhey began 
asking well-known cloclors who Hiller's 
denlisl was. found his name. his office. 
and fin a lly his assislanl. She pointed 
lhem lo a second office. back at lhe chan
cellery. where clelailecl records were kepl. 
"So we wenl back there. on May 10. ll was 
slill dangerous . We had lo move around 
by flashlight in lhe ru ins. The guards were 
jumpy because they thought SS men 
might s lill be lhere." Eventually they 
found lhe records and compared lhem lo 
lhe body lying in lhe Buch clinic. which 
had been assigned lhe number 12. 

"Wilhoul showing her lhe corpse . we 
asked lhe dental assislanl lo describe 
Hiller's leelh - where lhe crowns and 
bridges were. elc. Then we senl her lo one 
or lhe medical officers lo repeal her de
scription. There was a discrepancy . She 
said Hiller had three fillings. while lhe 
medical office r said corpse No. 12 had 
lwo. We checked lhe body again and saw 
she was right." 

Wil h a sense of grim satisfaction al a job 
complelecl. lhe learn reported ils findings 
lo a specia l "mililary-invesligalive com-
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mission." lnsleacl ofpublicily. though. lhe 
new evidence prompted an immediate and 
explicit order to slop work, and on May 18 
a general arrived from Moscow and look 
possession of all lhe documentary evi-

. clence. as well as lhe leelh. jaw and clenlal 
work or corpse No. 12. 

The cash-strapped 
Russian authorities 

have been 
auctioning off access 
to their Hitler dossier 

The documents eventually found their 
way inlo lhe Soviet Stale Archive: lhe jaw 
and leeth have never been seen since. re
maining hidden lo lhis clay somewhere in 
Moscow- presumably in a KGB archive. 

Rzhevskaya was transferred lo another 
unil and demobilized in October 1945. 
She was not lo learn for another 20 years 
lhal Hiller·s body and those of Braun and 
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lhe dogs were taken lo various S< 
army bases. winding up in 1946 : 
Magdeburg. Easl Germany. where 
were buried in munitions boxes. in 
marked graves covered with asphalt. 

T 
HE REASON FOR THE SUD 
end of the invesligalion 
Stalin's desire to make it see 
though Hitler had escaped . 

era! times during the summer of 19<' 
used the same phrase publicly: "l 
yevo nyet" ("We don't have him"). T, 
derseore the Soviet government's 
lion. the Communist Parly news1 
Pravda reported that summer that I 
had fled to the Wesl. 

Why Stalin wanted lhe world to b, 
thal Hiller was alive is a matter of C< 
ture. The presumed motives were t, 
keep the country alive to a potenli;i 
cisl threat, and to show that the bou 1 

West was sympathetic to faseisn 
might be harboring Hiller somewhe1 

Whatever lhe reasoning. lhe NK\ 
lernal secret police (forerunner < 
KGB) look the hint. reopening the 
investigation wilh a new objecti 
"prove" that lhe Fuehrer was still al i 



lhe 20lh anniversary of lhe war's end. she 
was granled permission lo wrile her mem
oir of lhe May 1945 evenls. As lhe firsl 
eye-wilness Soviel accounl. il crealed a 
sensalion. dispelling any doubl among 
Soviel readers lhal Hiller had died in lhe 
bunker. delailing lhe malching of lhe den
lal reco rds . Bul !hough she was gran led 
access lo lhe Operalion Mylh fil e and 
learned aboul Hit ler·s Magdeburg grave. 
Rzhevskaya kepi s ilenl abo ul lhe cover
up. and fell strongly lhal lhe existence of 
lhe grave should nol be disclosed - be
cause il might become a neo-Nazi shrine. 

I 
T IS ONLY SINCE THE FALL OF 
Comm unism in 199 1 that lhe rull 
lrulh about lhe body-burning a l 
Ma,gdebu rg. and abou t lhe I lill er 

skull fragments. has begun lo emerge. In 
the new harsh fin anc ial realities. instead 
of seeking lo suppress the lrulh any long
er. the Russian aulhorilies were suddenly 
e~ger lo market their information. 

Six !.hick folders contai ning documents . 
diagrams and photographs from bolh lhe 
original Smersh invesliga lion and Opera
lion Mylh are stored in lhe Center for lhe 
Preservation of Co ntemporary Docu-
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men ls . the new name of the Soviet Slate 
Archive. So is some of lhe physical evi
dence: the skull fragmenls. and pieces of 
the divan on which Hiller and Braun died. 

In early 1992. as archivist Sergei Miro
nenko began looking around for foreign 
buyers. word leaked oul aboul Hiller's 

The jaw and teeth 
of Hitler's corpse 
remain hidden 

to this day 

grave - the files. after a ll. included all lhe 
clocumenlalion on lhe Magdeburg bur
ia ls . Laler lhal year. a Dulch television 
slalion arranged for the Soviet veterans 
who buried Hiller lo fly lo Magdeburg and 
open lhe grave. Bul lhey found il empty. 

Whal th ey did nol know was lhal. in 
April 1970. the corpses had been dis
interred and burned, and the ashes scal
lered in a nearby forest. by a KGB team 
acting on the orders of Yuri Andropov. The 

then-KGB chairman - and laler Soviet 
leader- felt lhe surest way to prevent the 
site from becoming a place of neo-Nazi pil
grimage was lo destroy it once and for all . 

History has proved Andropov a shrewd 
judge. The precise spot where Hiller's 
ashes were scattered remains unknown. 

· None of the KGB agents involved has 
come forward with details. And neo-Nazis 
have been denied a place of pilgrimage. 

What remained unburned. of course. 
were the skull fragments that had been 
transported to Moscow. With their cash
strapped archive in decline, lacking com
puters and other basic equipment. Miro
nenko and his boss. Rudolph Pikhoia, 
chairman of lhe Slate Archive Committee. 
began negotiating lhe sale of access rights 
lo foreign news organizations. 

Among U10se involved were The Jerusa
lem Report. U.S. News & World Report 
and Germany's Pro-Sieben TV network. 
And this reporter had the opportunity lo 
see the files and evidence . though not lo 
read everything or lake photographs. 

A mild, lhirlyish archivist whose exper
tise is 16th-century Russian history . 
Mironenko kept the six folders in a huge 
antiquated safe in his office. On an upper 
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sh elf in the safe sat a cardboard box 
marked "blue ink for pens." In il lay three 
bits ofbone-lhe Hiller skull fragments . 

The negoti a tions- in six-figure dollar 
sums- were intense. Hard evidence re
lating to Hiller was in particular demand. 
given the media furor surrounding the 
fQ k cl l litler diaries a decade earlier. 

But the deal-making broke down in 
February 1993 - when a Russian jour
na list named Ella Maximova. who had 
al so had access lo the file. published a 
long article on Operation Myth in the daily 
Izvestia. Her revelations. naturally. damp
ened lhe inleresl of other journal ists. 

i\11olher two yea rs were lo pass before 
the rights were successfully sold off. Own
ership remains with the archives . but ac
cess to the Hitler files and the skull frag
ments has recently been granted for an 
undisclosed sum to HarperCollins. a 
Rupert Murdoch-owned house lhal is ex
pected lo p ublish a book on the saga. by 
Oxford University's modern history pro
fessor Norman Slone. later th is year. The 
BBC has a lso paid for access. for a docu
mentary lo be shown laler this spring. 

And yet. il is u111ikely lhe 111es will reveal 
anylhing slarlling about HiUer·s final days. 

The questioning by Rzhevskaya·s learn pro
duced a picture that corresponds closely 
with that described in Western books over 
the years. beginning with Hitler's macabre 
marriage lo Braun around midnight on 
April 28 and his dictation of his political 
testament - justifying his career. 

According to Rzhevskaya, the nialriage 

A KGB team, acting 
on Andropov's 

orders, burned the 
corpses in 1970 

firsl became known from a handyman. "a 
man who said he was in the bunker to re
pair the ventilation sys tem. He kept talk
ing about preparations for a wedding. We 
thought he was mad. Above, the city was 
burning and people dying . and below. 
lhey were planning a wedding?" Soon, 
lhough. others provided corroboration. 

To this day, no one knows exaclly how 
Hiller killed himself. One version has il 
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that he bit on a cyanide ampule wh 
pulling the trigger of a pistol held to 1 
right temple - hence the skull fragmen ' 
But Rzhevskaya herself doubts this, t 
lieving simple poisoning more likely. "He 
could he have held the gun?" she as! 
"His health was deteriorating and 1 
hands shook." Rzhevskaya herself om 
no explanation for the skull fragments. 

In any case, Linge entered Hitlc 
chamber at 3:30 p.m. on April 30. 1 

gether with Nazi Party leader Martin Br 
mann. They found Hitler and Braun de; 
Linge told investigators that he and Br 
mann carried Hitler's body upstairs a 
into the garden. Behind them, others c; 

ried Braun. Both bodies were wrapped 
blankets . Cans of gasoline were waiti , 
There was a s trong wind, and Bormr, 
had lo lean against a wall to light a pi , 
of paper. Linge tossed it on the corpses 

Shells from the approaching Red Ar 
rained down. Soon after, someone ligl 
buried the bodies. and there they Jay 
four days. until the Russians found thr 

Bormann. Goebbels . Linge and 
others , for their part. hastily paid ti 
respects and retreated into the bun! 
slamming lhe s teel door behind them. 
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Literati probing Oswald's dayS in Minsk-'. 
· By James P. Gallagher 
· Chicago Tribune ' 

MINSK, Belarus-A handful cif 
· people here have suddenly become 

· minor celebrities, all because they 
. befriended a lonelv American 
named Lee Harvey Oswald more 
than 30 years ago. -. · 

Oswald lived in Minsk for more 
than two years. He worked in a 

. sprawling radio factory and mar
ned -a local woman before return-

.. ing to the United States in 1962, 
some 18 months before the assas
.sination of John F. ·.Kennedy. 
Oswald was arrested in the 

shooting; two days later be was · Minsk. He confirmed in a tele
sbot · and killed by Jack Ruby at phone conversation that 'be is 
the Dallas city jail. working on a book about Oswald 

Until recently, the Minsk phase but declined to be more specific . . 
of Oswald's life has been largely "I never discuss a book I'm 
off-limits to foreign · researchers. working on, because I might jinx 
But the barriers fell with the col- myself," Mailer said. . . 
lapse of the communist system, · Mailer even tried to move mto 
and Oswald's former friends are · the one-room apartment with a 
beini besieged for new details of · view of the Svisloch River where 
his ume in this drab city. Oswald, then in his early 20s, lived 

Norman Mailer, . the American under constant secret police sur-
author, is the most prominent of veillance. · · -~ · 

· those digging into Oswald's past. "He offered to send my wife and 
For the last few months, Mailer me on va~tion in the south for a 
has · been living on and off in · See Oswald, pg. IO · 

-

Norman Mailer (left) is the most 
prominent writer looking intci . 
Lee Harvey Oswald's life in' 
Min.sk in former Sovie~Union. :-:~.: . 

. ' 
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10 · Section 1 Chicago Tribune, Vi. 

Fron, Page 1 

'Oswald 
Continued from page l 
couple of months," recallell. the 
apartment's current occupant, Mi
khail Kovalevski, a 66-year-old re-
tiree. · 

"I explained lo him we couldn't 
just gel up and leave because my leg 1 

1s no good, and my wife is sick. He 
seemed kiud of disappointed, but I 
told him we · go to Moscow every 
summer, and he's welcome to stay 

r here then." . ' 
1 \ . Dul with the economy on the 
r . skids-and with filmmakers, his-, 

· t '. torians and journalists hungry for 
j · tidbits about Oswald's past- some 
f · of those who used t? know h_im · ~re -· 
, · more eager to c.1Sh 1 m on the1r bnef 
: i... bmsh with histo1y. ' 
1 Pavel Golovachev, 51, who 
: ,; worked with Oswald at what is now 
• the Gorizo11t TV and radio com- -
~ plex, said Mailer paid him $50 for :· 
! · an interview. And requests to photo- Ji 
, · graph fon11er Oswald acquaintances · 
! i are oflen countered with demands 
~ for paylnent. ! • 

; 1, 1 "As -the old saying goes, 'Thauk 
~.-you' is fine, but it doesn't put vodka J; 
~-u1 the glass or butter _on the bread," D 
; Golovachev said. · · .,- · - _ 
~ - I Ernst Titqvets, a biology professor,,: 
: : has goue so far as to wnte his own· 4 
: book about Oswald- in English, of . 
• · which his command is good but not 
: perfect. He said friends in the U.S. C 
.. J are looking for someone to publish · 
:~: ilie manuscript. · re 
:; ' ·''Nonn::m .M~er ~vas here to see. re 
•· me," he said m lus office at the I Y 

' f> Delarus Institute of Neurology. b. 
i-'.' "Look, he hung his coat on this very - g

0
: 

f. hook. When he offered to pay for an f< 

! ·· interview, I suggested a very high 
i price. Now we arc negotiating, trying I p, 
. ak I aJ" , \ to1~, eate.. ... c( 

i · T1tovets said he was first drawn to th 
~: Oswald by the chance to practice his re 
• English. "It was hard to ima?ine it 
: back in those daxs, a real American 
1 ' living in Minsk,' he said. "It was th 
1 : like having someone here from outer 
• space." w. 
! Titovets touts himself as tJ1e only 
1 one in Oswald's circle with whom , bt 

the America1i could communicate · h~. 
freely in English. That gave him , tt 
special insights, Titovets insists. . · ·. G 

"It's the vogue now in Minsk to _ sh 
_ l say you knew Oswald," he said, "but · to 
) it's possible -I \Vas his best friend . G 

1
-- here. When I first knew him, I had t/ 

1 : this ready image of ru1 Amedcan, 
, '. highly educated and culture~/ and '. e1 

l , for a while I saw him tJu·ougn this · · · ti 
1 ·- veil. n 

i /' 
l. "Gradually, though, l scaled ~im : , ( 

down to S12e. I found out thmgs ' d 
about him. For example, he would t, 
s~~de~y ... ex?l~,d~ ~~. ~~~. p_ro~?~·\f:·; '. 

,I 

crally spsak tughly of lum_. I f· 
~lla C,crman, who said · she .:was .: ··· 

br4cfly engaged lQ · f1im,' described :: ·, 
· 111m as "a · pleasant-looking guy with '

1 
k 

a good se_nse of humor. He was not -· n 
as rough and rudq as the men here c 
were back then. _1;, · . · '- ·. · · c 

"We went to ''if1e· movies, the tl1~-:l~:l 
at.er, sympl)on!cs. He was easy .to be'.;, fl. 

· with. He c.bdn t demand anything' of .· ti 
me. We kissed, but we did not sleep _ c, 
together. We never. became lovers ·:·!, -· 
because, in the_ erid, I decided· I did 'j, 
not love him." · '· ':: -_ _ · _ ,,ti 

German said she broke olf ilie en- · : s 
gagement shortly after New Year's ti 
1961.. A _f~w m~nths later, Oswlll4 ),, i1 
:u~~ Ins wile Mann~ were wc4.ii~i"'?' .' ·_t'. 

He was · certainly ·very _ lonely - . · 
!1erc," Golovachev, said. · "Maybe he 

1 
y' 

Just ~anted _t_od~~t. mrutied to any~: s_ 
body. .- -·:•1 _;;, --. .---,1:, -. _

1
_ ,,! 

More casual acquaintances, how- ·:}:· 
ever, remember Oswald Jess fondly. ,t· 

-Leonid Botvinik, who still works _ t, 
a~ the Gcrizont plant, said most of ,ia 
lus fellow employees had a · bad - · t 
opinion of Oswald. · . · . ' , ; · --;1 •,;' 

"i-Ionestly, he was not · a good :p 
worker," said Botvinik, 64. "He ,r·~ 
would bring all kinds of magazines ' " 
t<? re~d at work, and he was always .. ~ 
d1ssat1sfied .... At first, we were curl- \ ·, 
ous why an A\nerican would. sud- · t, 
denly appear in our midst, and some h 
of us felt sorry for him. But after a n 
while, most people came to · regard a 
him with a kind of antipathy." g· 

To Leonid Tsagoikov, another for-1 _ ti 
mer co-worker, Oswald was "a lazy
b~nes who ah~ays put his feet up pn le 

. ! , , lus worktable, a shocking breach of w 
office etiquette. <: . . . . . -'· in 

. . - Th;! fa.ct that 9 swald was. given a ta 
prestige Job making production ·pro- ·.- sa 
totypcs, al?ng ~th the higher salary ··i' lo 
~e Wll:5-prud, dad not go down well1 -

fsagoikov added. · · - , , . / · '· 
~u.t regardless of their personal · bt 

op1111ons of Oswald, almost all of . la 
those. who knew him do not believe '.I H, 
he kill~ . Kennedy, as the Warren .: w· 
c?,mrruss1on concludyd. , '. ·_., ., : i 

Oswald shoot Kennedy? Come ' · · · 
on!" Tsagoikov exclaimed. "Oswald th 
could not shoot at all. I went hunt
ing with him once, and when he saw 
a rabbit, he got so flustered he shot 
up in the air. There's no way he was 
~pable of the precise marksmanship 
1t would have taken to hit a moving 
target from up in that building." · Wt' 

Vadim Dakatin, who briefly ret 
headed the Soviet KGD in late 1991 re, 
writes in his recently published auto~ let 
b1o~raphy that the secret police 
mamtained a steady watch on' 
Oswald after he arrived in ilie Soviet 
U11io1l as a tourist in 19 59 and told J\A 
authorities he wanted to defect. , · lf' 

But Oswald never .. denounced his 
U.S. ~itiz~1_1ship, and !1e gradually 
~eca1_11e d1sillus1oncd with the hard: · . 1 
hfc m this country, friends ·said 
Bakntin wrote that by the tim~ 
pswald dep:;utcd with his new wife 

'.; . m tl1.ci spring of 1962, the KGB was 
• convmced he was not a spy. ! _ . , , : . 

' ., . . 
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1 '. :· . -~ ,. -· be, o~ how poiritedly'incomplete: Since the portrait of Oswald as he must have been: 
\ ;!_By PHILIP .TERZIAI\' · assassination, the KGB has sought consis- a Messianic half-wit, alienated, angry, de-

. · ·- tently to assure the CIA and others in vious, impotent, half-desperate, half-cun-
. f_ }:Here ~ : a~ 828-page meditation on the America that Oswald was not its agent. In- ning, punishing his insufferable mother 
: Jife of Lee.'Harvey Oswald, the. 24-year-old deed, the Soviets could never quite per- with his politics, grasping at power 

I , assassin of John F. Kennedy, written by a suade themselves that Oswald was not an through the barrel of a gun. He draws an 
,. :-12-year-old writer who .is described by his American plant. interesting parallel between Oswald's re-
'· publisher .as ·· America's · "most distin, On the basis of these varied documents, flections and the musings of the youthful , . 

\ 

guished novel,ist." I refer; of course, to the it is not hard to understand why the Sovi- Hitler, whose laziness, nihilism and cer-
latest Norman · Mailer production: '.'Os- · ets were reluctant to embrace Oswald: He tain sense of destiny -proved more cata-

' ·\wald's Tale: An American Mystery" (Ran- was muddle-headed, unreliable· and i~do- strophic to the history of the world. Mr. 
i ·" dom House, $30). · · • . ~-, · . lent. Yet from these small morsels Mr. Mailer succeeds in one important aim: Os~ . 
f . ·. Let us try to put this in perspective. Mailer bakes a mighty muffin. We read wald, as he is drawn here, ls just the sort -,. 
1 Kennedy was murdered in Dallas almost Oswald's dyslexic diary as he lands in of person who would clarify his clouded ex-
1 .;32 years ago; .Oswald, lrl turn, was shot .. Moscow, as lie contemplates his place in istence through violence, and choose as his 

and killed two days later by Jack Ruby. · target the one prominent Americai:i ,.wq_~ ~ 
· ~le Mr. !vfailer de~la~es ~hat he ~ega~ __ .~::::7~,,T::tB. .., ... -~ ... k .. , '"n"r-Y:1" f-"''::·"· seerris''_to'have e'ncharited his sulking\ dis~-... ~ 
his work with0fa preJudice ID" favor-of the'· .,·: ·· · ' ' • · 00 S e tant wife. . 
conspiracy theorists," · by the end of his Yet it's still worth asking: Why go to all 
labors he reaches the same conclusion as · "Oswald's Tale: · this trouble? .In Mr. Mailer's view, it is 
the ., Warren Commission: that Oswald · necessary to plumb the depths of Oswald's 

, acted alone and that strip-joint owner'Jack An American Mystery" life and disprove a conspiracy because "it 
Ruby did too. The findings of the Warren By Norman Mailer is virtually not assimilable to our reason 

· Commission were announced in Septem- that a small lonely man fel1ed a giant in 
ber 1964, nearly 31 years ago. history, as he gripes about his job. We talk the midst of his limousines, his legions, his 

;,-; And yet, three .decades later, here is to his handlers, his translators and his throng, and his security. If such a nonen-
"Oswald's·Tale," adding a touch of literary sometime girlfriends, to his workmates in tity destroyed the leader of the most pow-
luster to the leaden prose of the Warren- the factory. We are privileged to hear Lee erful nation on earth, then a world of dis-

[ 
.

.. ,.· · Commission. It is as if, in the mid· 1930s, and Marina Oswald squabbling in their proportion engulfs us, and we live in a uni-
~ Sherwood Anderson had written a long ru- · Minsk apartment. . ("Wife: 'So? I never verse that is absurd." 
· ininative work on the life of Leon Czolgosz, washed our floors?' LHO: 'You 're not a This is a curious proposition for the bi-

,. · who shot William McKinley in 1901; or good housewife, no, not a good housewife.' ographer 9f Gary Gilmore, for s0meone 
I,· . William Dean ·.Howells, at the turn of the Wife: 'You should have married a good who has sought out the soul of his country 
i. century, had :,taken up the case of John one.'") We trace his boyish embrace of the in its gutters and back alleys. The past is 
f_· .Wilkes Booth;. who murdered Abraham Marxist vision, and !)is disenchantment a puzzle and the future a mystery pre-
f Lincoln in 1865. What is the point? with Soviet society. cisely because nonentities will strike out 

. , ·. 1'he answer·is journalism-not history, All of this is chronicled wl.th scrupulous unexpectedly, pushing the world along ac· 
or even literature. Since the collapse of the · faith: Mr. Mailer seems to have sought cidental paths. The surprise in all this is 
Soviet Union, selected specimens of KGB out each living Russian who came into not that th~ life of the glamorous John F. 
records have become available to inquir- contact with Oswald, and got hiin talking. Kennedy was ended by the pitiful Lee 
ing eyes~ and Norman Mailer (for reasons And when the plot picks up on these Harvey Oswald, but that people like Mr. 
that are never specified) was granted sole shores, Mr. Mailer covers every inch of Mailer should be stunned by such caprice, 
access to certain .. records about Oswald Oswald's pilgrimage: his desolate jobs, . and go to such lengths to arrive where 
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April 27, 1995 

LARRY KING: Senators ask how to respond to the threat of terrorism. The answer so far, carefully. Plus, more 
wondering, more waiting. Victims still trying to piece together their lives in Oklahoma City. And author Norman 
Mailer climbs inside the mind of one of the most notorious men of our time, Lee Harvey Oswald, all ahead on Larry 
King Live. 
What Congress ls Doing About Oklahoma City 

LARRY KING: Good evening. On this one, Republicans and Democrats alike agree, the United States 
government needs new ways, new tools to fight terrorism. And today, they took up just how to do that in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. And they agreed on something else, however they proceed they need to be careful to protect 
civil rights . Back in Oklahoma City, the death toll rose to 110 today, while the number of people still officially 
missing dropped to 97. Meantime, suspect Timothy McVeigh's preliminary hearing got underway, with an FBI 
agent testifying that McVeigh's clothing tested positive for explosive residue . The FBI also asked for help in 
finding license plate, Arizona LZC-646, LZC-646, which may have fallen offMcVeigh's car. And agents continue 
their search for the suspect known only as John Doe #2. Our first guest tonight is keeping close tabs on all of 
this. He was at the Senate hearing and testified today. We welcome the junior senator from Oklahoma, James 
Inhofe, to our studios here in Washington. Was that a good get together today? Were you satisfied? 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE (R-OK): Yeah, I really was, Larry. It's a tough thing to deal with. And I think you had- you 
know, you had the whole spectrum there, liberals, conservatives, Republicans, Democrats, and all committed to one 
thing, and that is not to make this into a partisan battle. Nothing good can come from the tragedy in Oklahoma, but 
if anything could, it would mean- it would be the fact that we're going to be able to pass something now. I really 
believe that we are. 
LARRY KING: Something like? 

Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Well, something that has- the provisions that I want in there, that others are not as 
enthusiastic about, I want real tough penalty provisions. I want habeas corpus reform. You know, here in the 
United States, it's nine-and-a-half years, on an average, between conviction and execution. And that takes all the 
deterrent away from it. Now, a lot of them want to get into more of invasion ofrights of privacy. It's a very 
delicate thing. Certainly, we have constitutional protections that we can't invade. And so, that's going to be the grey 
area. I think there will be a lot of them on the Democrat side that are going to be wanting to stick guns in this thing. 
The Republican side is going to want habeas corpus. 
LARRY KING: Are you confident, though, that the meeting of the minds, since we're on the same track, the goals
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Yeah. I'll tell you why I'm confident, because the bill that we testified for or about today 



has been changed dramatically already. And that was only about four hours ago, or six hours ago. For example the 
use of the Department of Defense in anti-terrorist activities, that's out of the bill now. That was in the bill today. 
And it was something that I would have opposed. They're now re-looking at the surveillance, so that you're not- I 
don't think there are going to be the human rights violations- the civil rights violations that there would have been 
otherwise. So I think that it's changing already. I've talked to Orrin Hatch, I've talked to Arlen Specter, and I've 
talked to Joe Biden. And I think all the parties will get together, and I don't think it would have been possible 
otherwise. 
LARRY KING: There are some conservatives and liberals, though, joining in this attack on this civil rights 
concept, that you're going to limit language and you're going to infiltrate organizations, and who decides what 
organizations you infiltrate? 
Sen . JAMES INHOFE: Well, I think that it's- we do have a Constitution that's still in effect. And we have the right 
to assemble. And, you know, what can you do? Where is that fine line. And I think Janet Reno- and, by the way, 
it's uncharacteristic, I suppose, but I have to be very complimentary on the administration. The President, he did 
more than I ever expected the President could do under the circumstances. And Janet Reno came in and has just 
been great to work with. one of the unsung heroes is James Lee Witt, the head ofFEMA. You ought to have him 
on some day. 
LARRY KING: Yeah, he's been on from Oklahoma City. We haven't had him on here yet. 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: So we all are- you know, it was all handled. There wasn't anything that I can look you in 
the eyes and say should have been done that wasn't done, from a federal perspective or a state or local perspective, 
as far as that's concerned. 
LARRY KING: You also met with the President the other day, didn't you? 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: I met with the President yesterday, yes. 
LARRY KING: How did that come out? 

Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Well, first of all, the President called me about three hours after the explosion. I was in 
Dallas Love Field at the time down there, testifying on-
LARRY KING: We had you on the phone. 

Sen. JAMES INHOFE: That's right. That's right. I forgot about that. But then yesterday, we had a total of 18-
about 12 members of Congress, and then the administrative staff, administration. And I think that we- we real 
quickly aired the areas that are going to be controversial, which we have already talked about a little bit. And I have 
every confidence- they're using the deadline ofMemorial Day. And I think that we're going to have a bill by 
Memorial Day. That's working pretty fast for-
LARRY KING: Boy, very fast. 

Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Yeah. But that is- it's slow enough- there's time to stand back, breathe deep, be deliberate, 
and don't jump in and overreact. You're going to find everybody trying to throw their agenda in this- on this train, 
because this is going to move fairly fast and it's going to pass. 
LARRY KING: How about the political aspect? Is that out the window on this one? 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: I think so. I think so. Now, you'll find a lot of things that are characteristic of the 
Democratic party and the Republican party that- you're going to find that a lot of the Democrats don't want the 
habeas corpus reform, for example. And you're going to hear every possible excuse. And some ofus, you know, 
just philosophically are different. But I don't think it's going to be labeled as party, as it would be under any other 
circumstances. 
LARRY KING: John Kennedy once said, if a nut wants to do something, it's going to be very hard to stop him. 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: That was another very wise thing that he said. And you've got to keep that in mind, in the 
forefront, all during this thing. You're not going to come up with the perfect bill that's going to end what happened 
in Oklahoma City. That was a mobile unit that took it in. There's no amount of additional security you can pass by 
law that's going to do anything. But I believe that punishment is still a deterrent to the Jaw- to crime. And I think it 
can- that's the area- the direction we should go. 
LARRY KING: Have you been brought into the know on how well the investigation is going into John Doe #2 and 
how far it's expanding? 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: No, I haven't. I'm on the Senate Intelligence Committee, and we're looking and monitoring 
what's going on. I don't think I know anything that you don't know.LARRY KING: Our guest is Senator James 



Inbofe. He's been on top of this from the get-go. We'll take your calls for Senator Inbofe. And then we'll meet a 
gentleman having a tough time, Bill Day. His sister Diana worked for HUD. She's listed among the missing. And 
later, Lawrence Schiller and Norman Mailer talk about Lee Harvey Oswald from information they obtained from 
secret KGB files . Tomorrow night, Robert McNamara. Don't go away. 
LOUIS FREEH, FBI Director: Intelligence, when used carefully and constitutionally, helps to protect the American 
people. It should not be considered a dirty word. I don't want my remarks to be interpreted as advocating 
investigating activity against groups exercising their legitimate constitutional rights, or targeting people who 
disagree with our government. [Commercial break] 

LARRY KING: We're back with Senator Jim lnhofe of Oklahoma. We're going to go to your phone calls. On the 
emotional side, the dealing-with-it side, how is Oklahoma City doing? I mean, we're in day eight now, right? 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Yeah. They're doing- they're doing fine . And it's- and you can watch it on TV and you can 
listen to the radio counts. Until you're there- and if you have people- I know people who are inside right now. I've 
had very close- I talked tonight to someone in the hospital by the name of Polly Nickles, a very close friend. She 
was in the building across the street. The flying glass came through and severed almost everything, and fortunately 
didn't quite get the life support. If it hadn't been for someone picking her up and taking her down - she was in 
surgery 30 minutes after that happened - she would be dead today. Don Nickles and I are both are probably a little 
more emotional about this, because we know the people that are in there, and it's tragic. But when you look around 
and see how the city came to support- and, as I mentioned in the testimony today, one of the most moving moments 
is when I saw the firefigh ters coming down that first night, going into the building in shifts, 200 of them, 40 at a 
time, two-hour shifts, knowing that the structural engineers hadn't even been there at that time, and crawling around 
in that debris and never knowing when it was going to- but they're all volunteers. They came not just from Tulsa 
and Oklahoma City and Muskogee. They were from Baltimore, from-
LARRY KING: New York. 

Sen. JAMES INHOFE: -from New York, from all around. 

LARRY KING: Do you ever wonder why? 

Sen. JAMES INHOFE: You know, I don't know. We all gravitate. I guess it's part of the healing process, the same 
as the blood goes to the part that needs to be healed. And people came from all over. It's just really moving. 
LARRY KING: Orange, California as we go to calls for Senator James lnbofe. Hello. 
1st CALLER: [Orange, California] Yes. 

LARRY KING: Yes, go ahead. 

1st CALLER: [Orange, California] Instead of concerning themselves with passing legislation to reduce violence, 
perhaps there should be a discussion on the cause of why so many Americans are becoming paranoid and 
discontented with our government. 
LARRY KING: Does that bother you, Senator? It seems to be going on. 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Well, no. I'd have to respond to him that there's a way that we can do this in America. The 
people spoke loudly and clearly in November of 1994, and it was- and the message was heard. It was a very clear 
mandate. "We want less government involved in our lives. We want less controls. We want more individual 
freedom. We want smaller government and bigger people." And that message came through and we're passing 
things right now. But that's at the ballot box. That's the way to address these things. And I think those people, who 
are deranged in some way, at least they can look and say, "We're changing America now." And we're complying 
with the mandate that was there in November. 
LARRY KING: But there is a lot of anger in America, isn't there? Don't you sense that? Anger at things? 
Sen . JAMES INHOFE: Oh, sure there's a lot of anger, Larry. There's always been a lot of anger in America. And 
it's not always from the right and not always from the left. I can remember back in the early '70s. I was in the state 
senate in Oklahoma when Angela Davis was invited into the state to make a speech to our studentsat Oklahoma 
University, and they paid her to do it. And here, she had taken a sworn oath to overthrow the government. I mean, 
you know, there's a lot of anxiety there. And I hope that people don't try to indict the conservative cause or 
somehow tie that to what has happened with these maniacs. 



LARRY KING: Los Angeles, California, hello. 

2nd CALLER: [Los Angeles, California] Hi, Larry. 

LARRY KING: Hi. 

2nd CALLER: [Los Angeles, California] I just want to mention, because I always found it was awkward, with the 
difficulty and the red tape, when the military- we have military that are trained for situations like this. And although 
I think the volunteers and firefighters in Oklahoma did a great job, I just think, why can't we get the military there to 
use the equipment and the special trained people for these particular situations? 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Well, first of all, the bill that was- I mentioned to Larry just a minute ago that the bill has 
dramatically changed since the hearing at 2:00 o'clock today. In that hearing, we were using the Department of 
Defense in counterterrorism efforts. And that's out of the bill now. The objection to that is- and we went through 
the same thing during the drug program, getting them into the intervention program. And that is, there's a fear by a 
Jot of people that these people, number one, are not trained for this type of thing. They're trained for different 
missions. And number two, a fear that that may be too much government. You know, when the military starts 
getting involved in your life, that's different than just another bureaucrat. 
LARRY KING: Reykjavik, Iceland. Hello. 

3rd CALLER: [Reykjavik, Iceland] Hi, Larry. 

LARRY KING: Hi. 

3rd CALLER: [Reykjavik, Iceland] I just wanted to point out to you guys that- I'm staying from here to Europe 
and looking over to the States. I think that the American government should just try to, you know, fix their own 
place and fix their own corruption inside the military, instead of being all over the world, you know, helping others. 
LARRY KING : Are we spreading our wings too far? 

Sen . JAMES INHOFE: Well, you know, that's a totally different discussion. I'd be glad to go into that with him, 
because I agree with him. 
LARRY KING: You do? 

Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Yeah. I think we're getting involved in conflicts that are not in the best interest, certainly 
have no national defense ramifications to them. And we can't afford it. 
LARRY KING: We'll take a break, come back with some more moments with Jim Inhofe. And then we'll meet Bill 
Day. And then spend a good deal of time with Norman Mailer and Lawrence Schiller discussing Lee Harvey 
Oswald. This is Larry King Live in Washington. We'll be right back. 
Sen. DON NICKLES (R-OK): I think we can pass a law that make it [sic] more difficult to do it. And hopefully, 
that's what we will do. And I might mention, in this process, I don't think that we should trample, in any way, on 
the liberties of Jaw-abiding citizens, but we should trample on terrorists. And we should make it very difficult for 
them to do what has happened in Oklahoma City. [Commercial break] 

LARRY KING: By the way, this Saturday night, we have a live edition of Larry King Weekend. We will be 
talking with Peter Arnet, live from Ho ChiMinh City in Vietnam. Our guest is Senator James Inhofe- Jim Inhofe, 
who, by the way, it's hard to believe, is 60 years old. There's something strange going on in Oklahoma. 
Muskegee, Oklahoma [sic]. Hello. 

4th CALLER: [Muskogee, Oklahoma] Hello, Larry. 

LARRY KING: Hi. 

4th CALLER: [Muskogee, Oklahoma] This is Larry Kelly. 

LARRY KING: Hi, Larry. 



4th CALLER: [Muskogee, Oklahoma] And it's Muskogee,Oklahoma, as Senator lnhofe can tell you. Good 
evening, Senator. My question has to do with combining assets in the intelligence community. The FBI is already 
operating to assist the Soviets, or the Russians, as they're called now. Why can't we bring the CIA, the DIA, all 
these agencies, together to combat domestic terrorism? 
LARRY KING: Well, CIA can't, right? 

Sen . JAMES INHOFE: Well, first of all, one of the things that I'll be critical about in the draft bill that the President 
had was that they were talking about building a new bureaucracy, which is doing very much what the gentleman 
was suggesting, putting everyone in and starting a new department of counterterrorism. I don't think that's 
necessary. I don't think we need another bureaucracy to do it with. I think our assets are adequate. As I mentioned, 
I couldn't ask for more support than we have in the federal government. The FBI came in, they set up a command 
headquarters. You should go down and shoot a show fromthere. It's incredible what they're doing down there, just 
to look and see. Everyone is well-coordinated at all the agencies there . So I don't think that what he's suggesting is 
necessary, and it sounds pretty expensive. 
LARRY KING: And we don't need, therefore, sweeping new- although it sounds good. Sure sounds good. 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: The program that was outlined by the President yesterday had a price tag, they were 
estimating, of about $1.2 billion in five years. Now, !just don't think we need it. We have- I think we're adequate. 
I'm not sure we need the thousand new agents. 
LARRY KING: Let's get in one more call for Senator Inhofe. Burbank, California. Hello. 
5th CALLER: [Burbank, California] Yeah, first of all, my prayers do go out to the people who have suffered a loss 
in Oklahoma City. Senator, I would like to know that, on this pending legislation that's coming out, is it just for 
problems with the terrorists against thepeople in the federal government, or will that be expanded to all ofus out 
here, so we feel more like a family in the United States, rather than laws passed for one group of people, with all the 
rest of us left out here? 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Well, I think what we're dealing with in the legislation is pending. First of all, don't get
and I'd ask all of the viewers to follow this suggestion. Don't get all wrapped up if there's something in there that 
you don't like, because it's going to change. It's going to change dramatically. This is just the bones we're starting 
with. And this is to deal with domestic terrorism, but, to a lesser degree, with international terrorism. 
LARRY KING: But terrorism, from taking over an airplane to blowing up a building? 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Yeah. And I think you're going to see a change in attitude. Back after Pan Am 103, I had 
an amendment on the Aviation Safety Bill that would call for the death penalty in cases where a person was- was 
identified as the terrorist, and a life was lost in a skyjacking. And it was actually voted down by the United States 
House of Representatives. That bill would pass today. So you're going to see some major changes. 
LARRY KING: Thanks, Jim. 

Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Thank you, Larry. 

LARRY KING: Be seeing a lot of you I hope in better circumstances. 
Sen. JAMES INHOFE: Yes, sir. 

LARRY KING: Senator James Inhofe- Jim lnhofe of Oklahoma. When we come back, Bill Day. His sister Diana 
worked for HUD and is still among the missing. Then Norman Mailer. Don't go away. [Commercial break] 

A Personal Story From Oklahoma City 

LARRY KING: The personal stories of tragedy and triumph continue to surge to the forefront. Our next guest is 
doing his part to help the victims' families as a minister at Oklahoma City's Northwest Church of Christ. And he 
knows their pain.His own sister is still missing in the Murrah Federal Building. We thank Bill Day for joining us. 
Thanks for being with us, Bill. I know these are not easy times. Can you tell us what your sister did in that 
building? 
BILL DAY, Victim's Brother: She worked for HUD, Housing and Urban Development. 
LARRY KING: That was where, on the seventh floor? 



BILL DAY: Seventh floor. 

LARRY KING: Do you still have any hope? 

BILL DAY: Not much. Notmuch. 

LARRY KING: What is it like to go by that building and look at that building all the time and know that someone 
you love very much is in there? 
BILL DAY: It's very painful. It's very painful. 

LARRY KING: How do you deal with it? 

BILL DAY: Sometimes I don't. I just bury my face in my hands and weeps sometimes. 
LARRY KING: Have you- this changed you at all? I mean, you are a minister. Has this affected you, the way you 
might approach the ministry now? 
BILL DAY: Most definitely. I think for sure that, as I minister to people who face similar crises, I won't be so 
quick to offer quick answers for their problems. I have always been called on to give answers to why this disaster, 
or this tragedy, might happen. And I've always been willing to try to offer those answers. I will approach it very 
much differently from now on. 
LARRY KING: Will you be less inclined to say it is God's will? 
BILL DAY: Well, I think that it's sometimes a bit arrogant for us to try to say this or that is God's will and expect 
that to give comfort to someone who is grieving. I found myself, as I'm going through the process, individuals offer 
me the same type of comfort and words, as you've just mentioned, and it doesn't help. It doesn't make the pain go 
away. Sometimes it even makes me angry, because it's- I've come to realize that it's not really necessary that I 
understand why and that I understand how God's will works. I have found that- during this tragedy, I have found 
that my faith is really not rooted in the whys and the answers to questions, hard questions like the one you just 
mentioned. 
LARRY KING: What, then, is it rooted in? 

BILL DAY: But it's rooted- it's rooted in the- in the historical event of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And there's 
enough historical evidence is there that I'm able to anchor my soul to that. And whether I can answer why or not
that's really all that's been getting me through this, to be honest with you. 
LARRY KING: But it doesn't allay the grief. 

BILL DAY: Not at all, no. I have found myself going through the normal steps of grief that everybody else goes 
through, of disbelief and denial and even anger. I have been- I have been angry with God. I don't blame God for 
this catastrophe. But those are normal- the normal steps of grief. Everybody goes through them, and I'm not 
exempt. 
LARRY KING: Can you tell us laymen what's a good thing to say to people who are the families of victims? Is 
there anything that's appropriate? 
BILL DAY: I think the thing that has helped me the most is for people just to give me a hug and tell me they care. 
Sometimes I'm able to see their tears, as we weep together. And to let me know that they're thinking of me and 
praying for me. And that's really been the most comforting. Of all the stuff that's been said to me, that's been the 
thing that's helped the most. 
LARRY KING: Reaching out directly to you without the, "I'm sorrys." 
BILL DAY: Yeah, and without trying to make explanations for what's happened. 
LARRY KING: Thanks, Bill. Thanks for sharing this time with us. And good luck. 
BILL DAY: Thank you. 

LARRY KING: Bill Day. His sister Diana among the missing. She worked for HUD. We're going to take a break 
and come back and meet the very prolific, very talented Pulitzer Prize winner Norman Mailer and his collaborator 
Lawrence Schiller. They are the authors of Oswald's Tale: An American Mystery. The Story of Lee Harvey 
Oswald From Information Gained Inside the KGB. Don't go away. We'll be right back. [Commercial break] 



Inside the Mind of Lee Harvey Oswald 

LARRY KING: That time in the United States is called Camelot. But at least one man apparently found it not to 
his liking. Lee Harvey Oswald left for the Soviet Union, stayed two years, and when he returned to the United 
States, he shot and killed President John F. Kennedy shortly thereafter, only to be shot and killed himself two days 
later. Then came the endless questions about his actions, his motives, his mind-think. The Warren Commission 
tried to explain the shooting. And now a new book tries to explain the shooter, based on exclusive access to KGB 
files and rare interviews with former KGB officers. Oswald's Tale from Random House provides a portrait of Lee 
Harvey Oswald, like only Pulitzer Prize winner Norman Mailer could pen. He joins us along with his collaborator, 
Lawrence Schiller, who is the author, with O.J . Simpson, of a roaring bestseller about Simpson answering letters. It 
is Mr. Schiller's second appearance on t his program. 

How do you- how do you use Lawrence? 

NORMAN MAILER, Author, "Oswald's Tale": Well, it's very hard to use Lawrence. 
LARRY KING: How do you ask him to work with you? 

NORMAN MAILER: No, no, actually, it's very- it's not bad to work with Larry, because he makes me work harder 
than I would all by myself. 
LARRY KING : And you do the writing. He was very specific about that. 
NORMAN MAILER: Oh yeah. No, no, I do the writing. 

LARRY KING: What does he do? 

NORMAN MAILER: Well, Larry organizes. You know, when you go to a strange city, for instance, and you want 
to interview people, and you don't speak the same language, ifl went there by myself, I would flounder. I would 
have to organize. And I'm not good at that. Larry gets an office together, he gets good translators, he has people 
who go out and find the people we want to interview. He does all that. And then we interviewed the people 
together. And we- it's marvelous, because we each have our own idea of how to interview a person. 
LARRY KING : You worked together on what, The Executioner's Song? 
NORMAN MAILER: Oh yeah. 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER, Mailer's Collaborator: We worked on that. We met on a book called Marilyn, which 
Norman wrote about the life of Marilyn Monroe. 
LARRY KING: Where were you, in what city were you that you were spending all thi s time doing these interviews 
and looking through these files? 
LAWRENCE SCHILLER: We started in Moscow with the KGB in November, December of 1991, when the 
government was just coming apart. In December of '91, the government fell apart. And then the files went from 
Moscow to Mensk, so I had to start all over, negotiating with a new government. It was now a separate 
government. It wasn't Soviet, it was the government of Belarus. And eventually, I asked Norman ifhe would 
consider writing a book if the information was obtainable for him. 
LARRY KING: Oh, so you were the one that got the thing together, put the thing together, and asked Norman to 
write it. Did you say yes right away? 
NORMAN MAILER: Pretty quickly. I said, "Let me go over and look at it and see what's there." But I probably 
said yes within four to six weeks. 
LARRY KING: What fascinated you about this topic, which has been so written about? 
NORMAN MAILER: No, but I've been obsessed with Oswald for, oh, 30 years . 
LARRY KING: Obsessed? 

NORMAN MAILER: I a say obsessed. With the assassination, with what happened. I never found anything 
satisfying in any of the explanations, pro orcon, lonely killer or conspiracy. None of them ever worked for me. 
wanted to find out more. I also had a second motive, which was, I had written a book about the CIA, and I finished 
ir-in the middle and want to do a second half. 
LARRY KING : Yeah, you said to be continued. 



NORMAN MAILER: To be continued. In the second half, there's going to be a great deal of KGB in it, so I 
wanted to get to know the KGB a little better. And that was my second-
LARRY KING: Are they similar to the CIA? 

NORMAN MAILER: Yeah. One huge difference is that, in the CIA they play tennis, in the KGB they pay chess. 
LARRY KING: But are personalities similar? 

NORMAN MAILER: No, not quite. Quite a bit. But the KGB, particularly the high-level general officers take 
themselves very seriously. I kept being reminded of New York intellectuals. 
LARRY KING: What about Oswald - this is for both of you - surprised you the most? What did you learn
NORMAN MAILER: His intelligence. That's what surprised me the most. He was a very intelligent young man. 
You know, he was dyslexic, so when you read his writings, he seems to be almost illiterate, in his worst writings. 
But, more and more I learned about him, the more I realized how intelligent he was, given the fact he was a very 
young man when he went over there. He was only 20 when he over. 
LARRY KING: Lawrence. 

LA WREN CE SCHILLER: What surprised me the most was that he was almost like a movie star in Mensk. He was 
19, 20 years old. He was virtually the only American living there. There were American tourists there. 
LARRY KING: He was well known? 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER: Not- not as anybody but an American, an American that had come to live in the Soviet 
Union. And virtually, he would walk down the street and people would look at him. 
LARRY KING: There have been brilliant reviews of this book, The New York Times. USA Today was rough on 
you. That bother you? 
NORMAN MAILER: I always get good and bad reviews. As you know
LARRY KING: Rolls off. 

NORMAN MAILER: [unintelligible]. 

LARRY KING: But they say you've invented a language in this book. Can you explain that? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, I wanted to capture the way Russians talk. And they do have a special way of talking. 
And so, the language is 90 percent English and one-tenth Russian, in some funny way. 
LARRY KING: How much Mailer is in it? 

NORMAN MAILER: Not that much. It's like The Executioner's Song. You know, there are certain books where 
you put a great deal of yourself into them, and then other books where you- the material is so good that you want to 
step back and let the material speak for itself. 
LARRY KING: Why did the KGB keep such an exhaustive file on a 19-year-old? 
LAWRENCE SCHILLER: Well, number one, he came with a very, very strange legend, as the CIA and the KGB 
uses the term. They couldn't figure him out. And therefore, they didn't know if the CIA or American intelligence 
was trying to use an American in a different way to infiltrate the country. So they just watched him. They were 
prepared to sit on him for five, 10, 15 years. Maybe he was a new type of a mole. They didn't know what he was. 
And what was interesting is that we were able to gain access to not only the surveillance reports on Oswald, not only 
their own interviews with family and friends, but the bugging of his apartment. And Norman was allowed to read 
not just one transcription of one day, but month after month of conversations between him and his family, his wife, 
and other friends that he invited to his home. 
LARRY KING: Why did they let him leave? 

NORMAN MAILER: He- one of the ways in which I realize know how intelligent he was is the fact that he could 
get out of the Soviet Union. He had to work not only against and with the KGB, he had to work against and with 
the State Department. And he maneuvered both. They both became afraid of what they'd do if they didn't let him 
out, for different reasons. The State Department became afraid of what would happen if they didn't let him out 
because it would be a very propaganda story for them. ''Here's this man that wants to go back to the States and we 
won't let him back, and he's got a wife, and we won't let her come back. We won'tlet him come back alone." He 



kept maneuvering that. On the other hand, the KGB had the feeling, "Ifwe keep this guy here, what ifhe commits 
suicide? What if he makes another suicide attempt, as he did once, and this time is successful, and then we'll be 
known as that cruel country that was so bad that the man came over to join us and ended up killing 
himself." 
LARRY KING: In a moment, what led him to do what he did? The book is Oswald's Tale, Norman Mailer. His 
collaborator is Lawrence Schiller. This is Larry King Live. We'll include your phone calls, too. Don't go away. 
[Commercial break] 

LARRY KING: We're back with Norman Mailer and Lawrence Schiller. Subtitled An American Mystery. Why? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, it's the largest mountain of mystery in the 20th century. 
LARRY KING : Do you solve it? 

NORMAN MAILER: No, no, no, no. But what I do is, I think I create a couple of characters, Oswald and Marina, 
so maybe other people come along and be better suited to try to solve it. This is a do-it-yourself book. 
LARRY KING: Am I going to find things to like about them? 
NORMAN MAILER: Oh, you'll find lots to like about Marina. I mean, she's an interesting woman. Very complex. 
Very practical. Very tortured. 
LARRY KING: Where is she now? 

NORMAN MAILER: She's living in Texas. 

LARRY KING: Did you talk to her now? 

NORMAN MAILER: Well, we spent five days talking to her, yeah. 
LARRY KING: She was very cooperative? 

NORMAN MAILER: Yeah, pretty cooperative, yeah. She loves the truth. One of the things I found- so that very 
ofteo, even though the stories were painful for her to refate, she would tell them, because it's very important to her 
to be truthful. You know, she had this reputation for years after the Warren Commission that she was a liar. She 
wasn't. She just was terribly confused and overwhelmed. 
LARRY KING: Does she believe the lone-killer theory? 

NORMAN MAILER: Not any longer. She used to, right after the assassination, for a couple years after that. Now 
she feels she was brainwashed a bit. And now she doesn't know quite what she thinks, I say. But she believes he 
was not the killer. 
LARRY KING: You conclude he was, though, right? 

NORMAN MAILER: Yeah, but I said that I only had a 75-percent conviction that he was guilty, and ifl would 
have been his lawyer, I could have gotten him off. 
LARRY KING : Gotten him off? 

NORMAN MAILER: Of course. The evidence is so difficult and tricky. And, you know, in my own mind, I'm not 
at all convinced that he wasn't part of a conspiracy. I just think he probably was the lone killer. You have to 
understand, I was interested in his character, not in solving the mystery. 
LARRY KING: I got you. You go into his head. 

NORMAN MAILER: Yeah. I tried to. 

LARRY KING: Russians spied on him, right? 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER: They watched him from the minute he arrived in the Soviet Union until the minute he 
left. 
LARRY KING : Well, they all couldn't have been KGB. 



LAWRENCE SCHILLER: No. They used people that he worked with. They used people that became 
acquaintances. 
LARRY KING: How? They just asked people, like the Hitlerian theory? 
LAWRENCE SCHILLER: Sometimes they went to people very cold. Sometimes they knew certain people were 
vulnerable for other reasons. One of the interesting things is that Norman was able to sit with the KGB developer of 
Oswald, the man who was in charge of the Oswald case. A man who is now retired. A very, very serious man who 
was able to give us his time. And he sat and explained, day by day, how the KGB looked at Oswald. 
LARRY KING: Did you ask him how he felt when the information was learned then that Oswald had shot the 
president? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, we certainly did. In fact-

LARRY KING: And what did he say? 

NORMAN MAILER: Well, we've got quite a chapter on it. I have quite a chapter on it in the book. 
LARRY KING: Was he shocked? 

NORMAN MAILER: It was a great shock, because they decided he was harmless, that he was not a spy, and that 
they might as well let him go back. That he was a little odd, but they really- if he wanted to go back, let him go. He 
was no use to the Soviet Union. Let him go. So they felt very quickly that it was an American plot. And they were 
very nervous . They felt that they were using him to start a war with Russia. That was the subtext. 
LARRY KING: Really? 

NORMAN MAILER: That was the subtext. So the

LARRY KING: Did they believe he did it, though? 

NORMAN MAILER: No, they didn't believe he did it, because, from what they knew of him- you know, he had 
been such a bad shot in Russia. He once missed a rabbit from 10 feet with a shotgun. But the thing about Oswald 
that very few people understand is, Oswald had a huge range of performance. He really was both ends of a 
bell-shaped curve and the middle. And so, Oswald, at his best shooting, is quite different from Oswald at his worst. 
Oswald speaking in a tough radio debate is quite different from Oswald, the man who can hardly write a letter. 
LARRY KING: You've written about malcontents and angry people. Gary Gilmore was certainly an angry person. 
You've written about boxers, they're angry people. Is there a similarity that runs through these people, angry 
people? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, I've been pretty angry myself for many years, but now I'm so old
LARRY KING: You're right. And you've had fits of it too, yourself. 
NORMAN MAILER: I'm so old, by now I'm getting mellow. 

LARRY KING : Now you swung at me and you fell down and they gave you Medicare. 
NORMAN MAILER: I broke my ankle. 

LARRY KING: But do you understand that kind of-

NORMAN MAILER: Well, I think I do. You know, all writers think they understand something if they're going to 
write about it. Yes, I have that notion that I can understand certain kinds of people. 
LARRY KING: Was this difficult to write? 

NORMAN MAILER: This book? No. No. It was agreeable. A lot of the work was what we did together, doing 
the interviews, because, in the course of these interviews is where you begin to write the book, almost through the 
interview. That is, in other words, you're pursuing a given course. Part of the fun is, sometimes we'd fight 
tremendously while we were interviewing people, because there is- you're the poor Russian, let's say. We're 
interviewing him. Let's say Larry is talking, and [unintelligible] like, " He's not going in the right direction. This is 
what I'm interested in." So I'll cut across Larry with a question at that point. Larry will be enraged. This is 
vice-versa, it could happen with me. Because his continuation is cut off and mine has begun. Before long, we'd be 



screaming at one another, and the poor Russian is looking on like, '' Are these two august American citizens 
absolutely insane?" 
LAWRENCE SCHILLER: What you have to realize, that most of these people, we knocked on their front doors for 
the fust time in 30 years. Many of them looked at us and said, "How did you even know that I was even involved 
in the life of Lee Harvey Oswald?" And how we found the people was a very interesting story, because we actually 
asked retired KGB officers to work for us . Like, you'd go to Dallas at the time of the assassination, you'd hire an 
off-
LARRY KING : You pay them. 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER: Yeah, you hire an off-duty police officer to drive for you. So we hired an off-duty or 
retired KGB agent to find people. Now, he didn't go knock on the door, he said, "This is the phone number." And 
we brought people out of the woodwork, which gave Norman a tremendous insight to really what it was like for the 
cold war in 1960. 
LARRY KING: You told us the last time you're not a writer. 
LA WREN CE SCHILLER: That's right. 

LARRY KING: You're an interviewer and you collaborate. 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER: No, I'm not Norman's collaborator, I'm his colleague. Norman writes and does all the 
work. I merely help get that information out ofthe people in what I think is a very unique way. 
LARRY KING: But does it bug you that all the ego attention goes to him? 
LAWRENCE SCHILLER: No, because I'm really happy with what I do. And I think I do it better than anybody 
else. 
NORMAN MAILER: Listen, his book made more money than any of my books-
LARRY KING: And he's doing another one. I see him in court. We'll be back with Mailer and Schiller and your 
phone calls, after this. Don't go away. [Commercial break] 

LARRY KING: They pulled it off. They got the interviews, they got the files, they got the KGB's angle on Lee 
Harvey Oswald. The book is Oswald's Tale by Norman Mailer. And with him is Lawrence Schiller. And we go to 
Fairfax, Virginia. Hello. 
6th CALLER: [Fairfax, Virginia] Hi, Larry. Good show. 

LARRY KING: Thank you. 

6th CALLER: [Fairfax, Virginia] Mr. Mailer and Mr. Schiller, with all due respect, how can you feel confident that 
the information that the KGB gave to you was 100 percent accurate? We've been indoctrinated to not believe what 
the KGB-
LARRY KING: Fair question. 

NORMAN MAILER: Very good question. In the beginning I didn't believe them much at all, because they said 
that they have never interrogated Oswald. But we were there for six months, talking to the same people over and 
over again. We interviewed about 17 KGB men in varying depth. And, after a while, I began to understand how 
the KGB worked. And what I have to tell you is that the notion we've had in America of how the KGB functions is 
very far off. If someone in the CIA is asked, '' What about the prisons in Attica, or Marion," they would shrug. 
They would say, "What does that have to do with us?" So, by the same token, most of these KGB people don't see 
themselves as having anything to do with the old gulags. In other words-
LARRY KING: They don't? 

NORMAN MAILER: Well, you know, they are very far away from it. They consider themselves professionals, 
intelligence people. And what we've discovered is that, in the KGB, if you make a mistake, it's very bad for your 
career. And so, I came to believe what they were telling us, mainly because what came through, always, there was a 
theme, which was, "Avoid mistakes with Oswald. Don't go overboard on Oswald." And so, while there were 
people in the CIA like Angleton, who believed that Oswald had been turned into an agent for the KGB, once you 
understood the way they worked and their huge caution, you begin to see that Oswald is the last man they would 



have chosen for an agent. 
LARRY KING: Crystal River, Florida, hello. lfyou can't hear, Norm, just push that back in your ear. Crystal 
River. Go ahead. 
7th CALLER: [Crystal River, Florida] Yes, hello. Thank you for taking my call, Larry. 
LARRY KING: Sure. 

7th CALLER: [Crystal River, Florida] I have two questions for your guests. I was about 11 years old when Jack 
Kennedy got assassinated. And I remember him saying on a newsreel that, "I demand-" Lee Harvey Oswald said, 
"I demand to have someone come forward and give me legal representation. And he never got any lawyer to come 
forward. And I would like to know why. And the second question is, what about the Dallas police questioning of 
Lee Harvey Oswald? 
LARRY KING : That was pre-Miranda, wasn't it? Thatwas pre-Miranda. It also wasn't a federal crime then. 
LAWRENCE SCHILLER: l was there. I was actually on the second floor. I was working for the Saturday 
Evening Post, and I covered the assassination at that time. I can tell, number one, Oswald did ask for an attorney 
out of New York, I believe. And he was in the process of getting an attorney and getting representation when he 
was killed by Ruby. 
NORMAN MAILER: They were trying to reach that lawyer. And he was somewhere in the country and they 
couldn't find him. Maybe he was ducking the case. 
LARRY KING: Do you have any idea why he told the police officer who arrested him he was a patsy? Strange 
choice of words. 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, Oswald had a lot ofresources. You know, this idea that he was this little nerd who 
wasn't capable of anything, he actually was, you know, kind of- first of all, he was a psychopathic liar on the one 
hand. He was lying all the time. Another thing is, he played many roles. He was many things to many people. I 
found him much more interesting than I thought he would be. But, why did he say, "I'm a patsy?" Because he had 
a big problem on his hands, didn't he? And he had an instinct for it. And he wanted finally to become enormously 
important in American life. 
LARRY KING: He did want that? 

NORMAN MAILER: He succeeded. 

LARRY KING: He got what he wanted, but he got killed for it. 
NORMAN MAILER: Yeah, yeah. 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER: And you have to remember that he almost got away with the crime, because he was 
seen on the second floor in the lunch room. He walked out of that building. He was able to transport himself 
halfway across the city. And then he was caught by some fluke. 
LARRY KING: Tippett. 

NORMAN MAILER: He wasn't caught by a fluke . He killed Tippett, which was- he panicked. 
LARRY KING: We'll be back with our remaining moments with NormanMailer and Larry Schiller. The book is 
Oswald's Tale. Robert McNamara tomorrow night. Don't go away. [Commercial break] 

LARRY KING: We're back. The book is Oswald's Tale. We go to Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Hello. 
8th CALLER: [Williamsport, Pennsylvania] Hi, Larry. I love you very much. Mr. Mailer, I have a tremendous 
amount ofrespect for you. But as far as you saying that Oswald was a Ione killer, how can you say that, with the 
rifle that was supposedly used, a third-rate rifle, and the timing fact, from Oswald getting from the sixth floor to the 
second floor in approximately a minute-and-a-half? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, like I said, if I had been his lawyer, I could have gotten him off. I'm not totally 
convinced of the killing. It's my impression, it's my belief, on the basis ofmy coming to understand him, that he 
probably did do it, because Oswald was capable of extraordinary actions. Now, you can say, how did he ever get 
from the sixth floor to the second floor? T think he was in a state of transcendence. That's the only explanation. 
LARRY KING: Really? 

NORMAN MAILER: The harder explanation is, ifhe didn't do it, who was on the sixth floor? 



LARRY KING: Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. Hello. 

9th CALLER: [Kitchener, Ontario] Hello, Mr. Mailer. It was a pleasure to meet you in Dallas a little while ago, 
and we agreed about Oswald being a liar. But I wanted to ask you if you feel any shame, having had access to KGB 
files but not access to all the files in America? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, I'd love to get access to the American files. 
LARRY KING: I mean, isn't that a little weird, that you can get them to theirs and not to ours? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, that was Larry's doing. Larry went in there and he sang-
LARRY KING: He got them. 

NORMAN MAILER: Well, he sang a song to them. He said, " Don't you realize Norman Mailer is the American 
Tolstoy? You can't keep Tolstoy from writing about this." 
LARRY KING: They went for that. 

NORMAN MAILER: I was- can you imagine ifl had gone into the KGB and said, "I am the American Tolstoy?" 
LARRY KING: How long are the American files sealed? 

LA WREN CE SCHILLER: I think for about another 15 years . But the interesting thing is, while we were there, the 
FBJ sent the American ambassador to try to get the files at the same time we did. And they were rej ected, the 
American government, but we were not. And the Soviets actually gave us a very good explanation. They wanted 
this story put into historical perspective. They said a Russian writer should not do it because it was the story of an 
American. And it was an American mystery. And only an American writer could understand an American that 
way. No Russian writer could. There was a big debate, even in the Supreme Soviet, whether Mr. Mailershould 
have it. And in the end result, they decided to give the files . 
LARRY KING: Are you now going to complete your second CIA book? 
NORMAN MAILER: I hope to, yeah. 

LARRY KING: Are you writing a book with O.J.? 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER: I don't think so. 

LARRY KING: You don't think so? Then why are you in court every day? 
LA WREN CE SCHILLER: Because I'm writing a book about what's happening in Los Angeles. I'm writing an oral 
history of the O.J. Simpson matter. 
LARRY KING : Thank you both very much. Continued success, Norman. 
NORMAN MAILER: Thank you, Larry. 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER: Thank you . 

LARRY KING : Norman Schiller- Lawrence Schiller and Norman Mailer. The book is Oswald's Tale: An 
American Mystery. Tomorrow night, Robert McNamara. Saturday night, Larry King Weekend live with Peter 
Arnet in Ho Chi Minh City. Goodnight. 
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have chosen for an agent. 
LARRY KING: Crystal River, Florida, hello. If you can't hear, Norm, just push that back in your ear. Crystal 
River. Go ahead. 
7th CALLER: [Crystal River, Florida] Yes, hello . Thank you for taking my call, Larry. 
LARRY KING: Sure. 

7th CALLER: [Crystal River, Florida] I have two questions for your guests. I was about 11 years old when Jack 
Kennedy got assassinated. And I remember him saying on a newsreel that, '' I demand-" Lee Harvey Oswald said, 
'' I demand to have someone come forward and give me legal representation. And he never got any lawyer to come 
forward. And I would like to know why. And the second question is, what about the Dallas police questioning of 
Lee Harvey Oswald? 
LARRY KING: That was pre-Miranda, wasn't it? Thatwas pre-Miranda. It also wasn't a federal crime then . 
LA WREN CE SCHILLER: I was there. I was actually on the second floor. I was working for the Saturday 
Evening Post, and I covered the assassination at that time. I can tell, number one, Oswald did ask for an attorney 
out of New York, I believe. And he was in the process of getting an attorney and getting representation when he 
was killed by Ruby. 
NORMAN MAILER: They were trying to reach that lawyer. And he was somewhere in the country and they 
couldn't find him. Maybe he was ducking the case. 
LARRY KING: Do you have any idea why he told the police officer who arrested him he was a patsy? Strange 
choice of words. 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, Oswald had a lot of resources. You know, this idea that he was this little nerd who 
wasn't capable of anything, he actually was, you know, kind of- first of all, he was a psychopathic liar on the one 
hand. He was lying all the time. Another thing is, he played many roles. He was many things to many people. I 
found him much more interesting than I thought he would be. But, why did he say, "I'm a patsy?" Because he had 
a big problem on his hands, didn't he? And he had an instinct for it. And he wanted finally to become enormously 
important in American life. 
LARRY KING : He did want that? 

NORMAN MAILER: He succeeded. 

LARRY KING: He got what he wanted, but he got killed for it. 
NORMAN MAILER: Yeah, yeah. 

LJ\ WR ENCE SCHILLER: J\nd you have to remember that he almost got away with the crime, because he was 
seen on the second floor in the lunch room. He walked out of that building. He was able to transport himself 
halfway across the city. And then he was caught by some fluke . 
LARRY KING: Tippett. 

LARRY KING: We're back. The book is Oswald's Tale. We go to Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Hello. 
8th CALLER: [Williamsport, Pennsylvania] Hi, Larry. ! love you very much. Mr. Mailer, I have a tremendous 
amount of respect for you. But as far as you saying that Oswald was a lone killer, how can you say that, with the 
rifle that was supposedly used, a third-rate rifle, and the timing fact, from Oswald getting from the sixth floor to the 
second floor in approximately a minute-and-a-half? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, like I said, if I had been his lawyer, I could have gotten him off. I'm not totally 
convinced of the killing. It's my impression, it's my belief, on the basis ofmy coming to understand him, that he 
probably did do it, because Oswald was capable of extraordinary actions. Now, you can say, how did he ever get 
from the sixth floor to the second floor? I think he was in a state of transcendence. That's the only explanation. 
LARRY KING: Really? 

NORMAN MAILER: The harder explanation is, if he didn't do it, who was on the sixth floor? 



kept maneuvering that. On the other hand, the KGB had the feeling, "Jfwe keep this guy here, what ifhe commits 
suicide? What if he makes another suicide attempt, as he did once, and this time is successful, and then we'll be 
known as that cruel country that was so bad that the man came over to join us and ended up killing 
himself." 
LARRY KING: In a moment, what led him to do what he did? The book is Oswald's Tale, Norman Mailer. His 
collaborator is Lawrence Schiller. This is Larry King Live. We'll include your phone calls, too. Don't go away. 
[Commercial break] 

LARRY KING: We're back with Norman Mailer and Lawrence Schiller. Subtitled An American Mystery. Why? 
NORMAN MAILER: Well, it's the largest mountain of mystery in the 20th century. 
LARRY KING : Do you solve it? 

NORMAN MA ILER: No, no, no, no. But what I do is, I think I create a couple of characters, Oswald and Marina, 
so maybe other people come along and be better suited to try to solve it. This is a do-it-yourself book. 
LARRY KING: Am I going to find things to like about them? 
NORMAN MA ILER: Oh, you'll find lots to like about Marina. I mean, she's an interesting woman. Very complex. 
Very practical. Very tortured. 
LARRY KING: Where is she now? 

NORMAN MA ILER: She's living in Texas. 

LARRY KING: Did you talk to her now? 

NORMAN MA ILER: Well, we spent five days talking to her, yeah. 
LARRY KING: She was very cooperative? 

c=-== 

NORMAN MA ILER: Yeah, pretty cooperative, yeah. She loves the truth . One of the things I found- so that very 
often, even though the stories were painful for her to relate, she would tell them, because it's very important to her 
to be truthful. You know, she had this reputation for years after the Warren Commission that she was a liar. She 
wasn't. She just was terribly confused and overwhelmed. 
LARRY KING: Does she believe the lone-killer theory? 

NORMAN MA ILER: Not any longer. She used to, right after the assassination, for a couple years after that. Now 
she feels she was brainwashed a bit. And now she doesn't know quite what she thinks, I say. But she believes he 
was not the killer. 
LARRY KING: You conclude he was, though, right? 

NORMAN MAILER: Yeah, but I said that I only had a 75-percent conviction that he was guilty, and ifl would 
have been his lawyer, I could have gotten him off. 
LARRY KING : Gotten him off? 

NORMAN MA ILER: Of course. The evidence is so difficult and tricky. And, you know, in my own mind, I'm not 
at all convinced that he wasn't part of a conspiracy. l just think he probably was the lone killer. You have to 
understand, I was interested in his character, not in solving the mystery. 
LARRY KING: I got you. You go into his head. 

NORMAN MAILER: Yeah. I tried to. 

LARRY KING: Russians spied on him, right? 

LAWRENCE SCHILLER: They watched him from the minute he arrived in the Soviet Union until the minute he 
left. 
LARRY KING: Well, they all couldn't have been KGB. 


































































































