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almost 5} hything could be more inter¢Sting, more exciting than liailer's non-
accpunt of the assassination but what he has follow it, titled as that chgfétvr does
y J.' i r A o1, * L] G = oA A . s st 1 s "4A 1214 . SN

not j¥stify, "Ine Houwyof Panic," is cver more birsi boring and stralmy.m the writing,

and, of cpursc, none of if is at all new. lailer has Ladybird Johnson and the others

WX ¢ .
T 260 coum ao 54 sacon 40 t1o tonpis, 10 1

in whe—er” huduled down as it raced to the hospit: > has nothing at all about
o I .
lrg., Kennedy aliost losing her life to try/te rec ver a piece of her husband's scalp
W'Bﬂflf' /"446"/'":;- g decse [ du o
i sis okdine that slece ol scalp at tho§ ke hospital where in his

N

text she just appears out of nothing and nowhere. Th\)»ile hag more than three pages of

rehashed Ruth Paine and Harina Usuvald testimony, verbatim. I' or thi: he does no: use
-~ ‘tr
detillane dnd after that, his bete noir,"The Return Y Mmgueri’ce Oswald/’\ pages 691-5),
{;a;n mostly Commigsion testimony, verbatin, Wd UrS
h kis rure 1y terar 3{ a,J.on(, for ignoring first names ane omitting identi-

Tications rtare irnportant to the story j.n "The Octopus K eturns" (pages 696—708)
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of i' and running-novhere— ¥igh' off fihe Fat. He rentions Dellas Police

| o it

Captain Vill Yritz in his first paragraph,

—his—verbatimand essentially
- . . . 4

meaningless vorbatim excerpt from Fritz's testimony that follows, but what the rader
> b 1

should know, that L'#itz was the chief of homicide liailer omits. Iikewaise he then

2

omd.te the fivet name of the Comuission lawyer who deposed “ritz, Leon Hubert.

@ W J vas Hailer's intention te keep i1 ez drab, dull and byding irom what he
/
omcﬂ:u when he uses the Dallas cab drive: Yilliem Whaley's testimony and 1?5'10‘:! %Yp’ianion

\

of Oswald from that one an?énly contact with him,((page 1024 Or was it lailer's o}

present dgnovance that led him to omit what is in those volumes at the recise point /AZ/

ligider cites? This, of courscy eee doe: presume that bailed hluseli used those vol-
his
wes, a preunption 8 reff ord can be cit d o dis pute. Then, too, pebhaps lailer decided

)

not to trouble his reader with the actualitics of the official "evidence." hatover

may have accunted for it, Hailer could easily have ontertained his readers a bit, or
? ?

inTormed them, if he had not been so determined to ignore Whitewssh which, as indicated
2 = ?

earlier, he did knov aboui,
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Or that she\as saved by the daring, instincetive action of Secret Service agent “lint 1ill,
. . . . . ) § o sl —— : _ 5. D
who came @&lose to being crushed te desth in his bravery. Hiliwas on ti: left running board
/
of the Secret Service foliowup car behind th. Precidential linmousine. When he saw lirs,
/y hin +
Kennedy Yove out on the :%lijp';;mz.‘arurlnllc he dached Zsss {o @p her from sliding or f alljn?

L v ovherds v Ao can b huf

ey Thelapruder £ilnm shows the bumper of the car he dashed from gctually touching Hill's
leg as all th: motorcade gc:celerate-d_. Hill wes that close to giving up hic life tohave
that of the first lady to whosc protection he wa assigmed.

That lailer is not aware oi the legitimate human-int ércst stories, as they
vere known in his reporting days and mine, is still another indication of the fact that
he was and remagins a subject-matier ignoranuss

lle does have lirs. Kenedy clinging to
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Bremnan acquiréd this knouledge from his brief glance at the TSBD. It was so

brief, if there ave ﬁ}ot other explanations, that Brennsn was firm in his description of

(]

What he said he saw that was absoluetly impossible. ldke insisting that he saw the
alleged rifleman standing erect in that sixthUfloor widdow and withdrawing his rifle after
. : T " . 3 s agad Y A e
shooting ite +n the-strange design of that building the wumotts:.lls were but a foot and

a half from the floor. What:Bremnan was so resolute in testifying that he saw mcant the

- - . - AR ' ) s 3 . f .
alleged tssassin had to fired through tuo thickness of wl windowpane ana thc—:ay/w:rfch—-

/ .
draw his (misidentificd) rifle from those two panes witihout not only the slightest damage

to the glass but without disturbing years of cakeﬁ/ dust and grim. N
LAy In M y/
Ir angdﬁingf: clse convinced Ieiler of Bremnan's political sopthistication an
his dependability -if lailer had any other reason for quoting Brennan without any
question at all on Oswald as a Comaunist and *tl'm\[fsas:aiﬂa'tion as a ""Communist activity" —

~iter gives no indication of it,

But

-
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l[ouver', given the nature of tho@e Pallas police lineups for identifying

\
e MW(%W Whal
Oswald, (80 much st 2ight from fack Sennett and so much that would have been laughed off

the typed pages of transcriipt if not held in secret,,porhps it was fgise of hailer to
1
- - - B . a .

limit what he uses of that evidence to loverd Brennan, the closests thing, a%}n.n&: he
indeed vas, to an eyewitness who could pretend to identify Yswald as the shooter, and
to Whaley.

In bailerts favot is hiy @u_]():ll"’l ko=t honecty is his understated accoynt,
that Brennan "refused to id:entify" Oswald at the police lineupl (page707). What he does

.

.E'izwf so guotable he begine his excerpting of Bremnan's testimony with it is Brenmnan's e

md.x(‘,g;{owd“ o L{fg “t
political sophistication, stcamfitter that he was,despite hiz FWCHEEmERsW grammatical

yis
speech, Bremnan's qualifications for testifying that "I believed at that time , the moment
those shots were fired, "and I still believe it was a Yolmmunict activity‘,"(page 706),,
j[/ 7% Ya Iiad ' o s 4 1 ! : .
/,in lailer's defenze it shoud be remembered 'l;ha';; he had only & lli:*fle more than

i/
cightﬁumdred print.d pages so with all the uouco%&beaed for lmu rare BESP, his so

i Gra ‘(«I?"Iﬂd
insightful mind reading from the grave and all the &W opinions he found so ine
a.i.i:zfensible he really did not have the sp ce, if the kidney, to tell his readers about
P Y
1}
‘chose\@%lhwups. Q) W/L%Vﬂ@ ae M?/L%/ MMW—WM.”"

In handling WVhaley in Whitewash £ led into thaty logical

S
soild to have driven tie bus “swald had been dn before he left it for the Whaley
-~ e 4 - ) = - , e -
folloved 'n'[‘\'aley with the wrs dary Bledsoe who disldked “swald so much he did not stay ﬁJIL
rooming with her the full firsi\eek he had paid for. 3=t L lere is so much about ‘rs.
Bledsoe x,hec nan did not easrlier tell his readers earlier 13:1\%01'/( ok wien he uses her
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In part becausc in
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iOC ., oun »)Lu“{.go L did use a mite of her testimony

for which having only eight hundred pages kept “ailer from using it, in part ocoatm
pretng Wi t/ﬁé abeet™

does say what Mailer did not say about 'ti'zosafgolic:e lincups, beiore

Ly

Whaley's testimony a Jittle of what her .~ record aotualld was, what he-did not deem../

o a [|ittle of
ailer's Tales of the JIK Assassina

- A / ~C ~ R
:{eusentlam n \pages 1Ud-L}) anae then what
Chomt 71&% '
before Whaley will reflect the el True wahe leter—¥oT which bailer Luclxe the up ce, Lf not

the interest. ,{}[‘ /l/@/ﬁ 7—{/% 1 W /MWM ’(/WW ary v~
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. . . , .
There 1s no reason to believe ythat © ese{notes were of w hat she did not

remember, 411 else was nastiness she did get into the rocord about the Ogwald she had

wfure s pure

oypoed out of part of +the rent he had paid her and she did notws=wron asking him to
3 X g by

g

lepfove.

[
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Thevé;—ggmxis;ion'é need for this testimony, despite the problems with it, is clear
in the wnsuccessful effort to get “rs. Bledson, wﬁo had given all officials,who
auestioned hef~ﬁimiiiingx to believe she would say anything at all tha{%ﬁld be hurtiul
j?‘to Vswald, o dndicate that he had brought to her house what could have been the
rifle, The Commigsion did fail ewer to place that rifle in Uswald's possession, and it
did not exolain how any e Osyald rifle gould have gotten from Hew Yrloans, :s we

have seen, to Irving thence to Dallas,



This type of identification was not restricted to Vhaley, It
also happened to another witness who was even less necessary to the
establishment of the case against Oswald. She is lMrs, Mary Bledsoe,
a former landlady, who saw him on liciatbers! bus, That is all she
could say, but there were other things the Commission wanted her to
say, especlally about a traveling bag of some kind (6H00-27),

Mrs, Bledsoe had had an unsuccessful marriage that ended in
divorce in 1925, She had had a stroke, She toolt in roomers, keep-
ing her records on a calendar., The only month missing from her
calendar, mysteriously and inexplicably, was October 1963, when
Oswald stayed with her for five days. She said she asked him to
leave for no reason that is clear and refused to refund the balance
of his rent. The reading of her testimony uould indicate her big-
gest complaint against Oswald was that he would not spend time
chattering with her, She talked of him as a bad person without
ever being asked or saying anything bad that he ever did. Like all

" the other witnesses who ever did tallt with him, however, she saw tle
picture of his wife and child., THra, Bledsoe's appearance can hardly
be described as testimony. Ab one poinf, following one of her non-

] responsive answers,, Ball interrupted her to say, "But, before you
v o into that, I no Ace you have been reading from some notes before (,];
—_ you." Her reply was, "lell, because I forget what I have to say.," Qby\£§ €4S

iihen Ball aslked her, "/hen did you make these notes?" (he did not
asl: her how she knew what she was poing Lo be asked), her reply
was a rephrasing of his question., Her attorney, llelody Jane
Douthitt, interjected to explain, ™

tihen llr., Sorrels (Dallas Secret
Service) and I were talking about her poing to Washinghon, he made
the suggestion that she put 2ll the things down on paper because
she might leave out something ... and that's when she started mak.-
ing notes" (6HLO7-8). This had heppened during the previous week,
Host of lirs., Bledsoe's answers were, "I don't know", "I did-
n't pay any attention", "I didn't care", "I didn't look", "I did-
n't even loolk", "I couldn't tell you", and other such valugble
— = contributions to the Commission's knowledge. [ k?Ak’/”b“Qj
O ~7 The major effort by the lawyers had to do with one of the two
’_/,_,/f”’/’f bags in which Oswald had brought his clothes, This old lady was
e ] subjected to one of the longest interrogations in the Commission
record. From what is knoun, it could not have had great signifi-
! | cance in the assassination., In addition, the unqualifiedly uncer-
) | tain character of most of her testimony would have rendered any
/ identification she might make meaninpless., Bub the Commission's
| lawyers toolr turns working on her. When one gave up, another
tried, and then Miss Douthitt sought to do it for them. Through
/ it all, lirs, Bledsoe persisted in proclaiming her lack of knowledge.
i At one point liiss Douthitt' became concerned aboubt her interventions
k/VQJ/ into the Commission's proceedings and excused herself in a little
confusion, saying, "... Mary, pardon me, T am not - this is not for
the record." Assistant Counsel Albert E. Jenner, Jr,, assured her
to the contrary: "That's fine, leave it on the record." Miss
Douthitt then spent the next 35 pages acting as a member of the
Commission's legal staff, but without any more success (6Hy221F, ).

During the lengthy interrogation, the old lady frequently com-
plained of beinp tired and called to everyone's attention that she
had had a2 stroke, There was no intermission and she had no respite,
Rut when Marina was on the sband in Washington, on the other hand,
she was told at the outset that the Commission would take short re-
cesses "for her refreshment" (1H2). Arter six pages of testimony,
without a request by her, the Commission took its first such recess. L
Four pages later came the lunch recess. Less than four pages after Q’V\lﬁ U S 74
the resumption of the hearings, she was again offered a recess bub
declined, saying, "Better to get it over with" (1LHLG).

The Conmission even btried to get Mrs, Bledsoe to say she had
seen Oswald with a package approximately the dimensions of a wrapped
rifle, After a series of such questionsr Mrs., Bledsoe said bluntly,
"Didn't have anything like that with him" (6HL426).

Mrs, Bledsoe'!'s personal dislilke for Oswald was clear, even if
she never gave a reason for it, Her complaints included using her
phone (with her permission) to speak in a foreign language (she
presumed it was Spanish "because the girl is Spanish", referring
to lMarina) (6Hh08§; not knowing of arina's pregnancy (6HL06); and
apparently because she thought she was in some way shamed. One of
the first things she told the Commission was, "Of course, I had no
idea he was the kind of man he was" (6H,03)., She also did not ap-
prove of his eating in his room, although she had directed him to
the grocery (6HLO03),

/ 0Of seeing Oswald in McWatters' bus, she said, "He looks like

[ a maniac .,,. I didn't look at him. That is - I was just - he looked
| so bad in his face, and his face was so distorted" (6HL09). Even
| Whaley, who saw tuo diﬁfvrenj jackets where there was none, did not

see that much, f [”“fﬂ /0?
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Hors is ti.e only re :ql, if real it was, identification of Osw:ld having been
on HeWatters' bus. HeWatbersi lf(lul self ddentified someone who was no*z Oswald as Oswald.

dithout this identification, if that was an identification, the only claimed evidence

that Oswaldfas on that bus, the only way of getting into the recprd whaitg s
9

d
251

lrse Dledsoe, was the claim that the bus tvyansfer he had in his pocket was punched with en
relatters' punche There was no investigation of Oswald having ‘Zaken the bus for which
- ~ ) — . e
marlene Hoberts saw H im waiting £ez to determine whether that operator's punch is
414 iz e - f/] . ~ e . £ e
the one that u%uceu that transfere.
\senssi
\-E is not easy to beli eve thau Q ,Z%d, whether or ot the\ssassin, was on

A
HeWhatters' buse Whether or not T m a ssagsing pefore he left the TSBD he knew what had

hapoened, f(mwl,lb that the official mythole a i
. / ‘/}LL b b /
P

the 2.1;:. traffic jan from the ssassinationf~sa=— rax;‘u‘f was blocked that far as

B/ e o
o

toward th.e/Jcencz of thesssas 'Luat:Lon, Lo s *e:i,-e a'ta a bw

m walking six block to the east of

it headed

Jove ) because of

the assassination,

Oswald certainly knew thal bug could not move for some time. éet‘ting;; on it

"

T

o
U

18 No wavl to escape the scene ol thoerine,
Only the most extreme desparatuon led the Commission to take any teg¢timony from
Gy of these three. Between them liclatters and Whaley would have gotten the Commission
openly laughed at in the papors and on UV around the world if +they had not T’a.ken Shert all Aa
testinmony in umoj:ﬁ secrecy and then L<ﬂ that testinony sectfred for two monitdH after
the report ugout.
-
Z
Yefie in partdculJ it is worth noting that there were reasons for this official
scerecy that arve not th novmal claimed reason for secrecy, "natioyal socurity.v*” In addi-

tion, the Commission lacked authority to classify anything at alle But it did, as we

here see, have tho urgent nced so once again J.u\ serted the avthority it did not have

and thus avoided being laughed at toroughout the worlds
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1ere may well be other serious prob\f;'(i\ns with “cWattors' testiomong for which

T do not here toke the time. But I do report that all indications ave that traffic did

not start moving on ©lm Street for ten minutes after the assassination. That at leas

is the time it i seen to start moving i nevws picturcs that show the Hertz clock

atop - fthe 0SED, This additional ten minubes is pot included
| — N L% a Py Wen UWle
cula While e acknowleuglnff

N

in gotting Yhaley to testify that the manifest he was required to keep on all his

m&mm&moumswthtﬂwuhejmﬁ;utdmm\dﬁwMﬂmmwdtotm>m%wdtﬂm.ﬂm

carelessness thus becane cvidence.

g
- .
#lhis is doubled into twenty minutoé&ﬁ%ﬂ; minioum time required for Oswald leaving

L3

trafiic 'am&.z&dd the time requirced to walk to the Greyhound bus station, where
P s ?

/
‘ (o s Mg & Y L : b
his roomins house in Oak V1iff. This is wdthout ‘@ the time Oswald spent offering

that cab to o 1little old lady whom wanted ite Whaley said he ended that discussion

by just telling Osuald to get in.

-

in the Commission's cal-

oy the Commdision s lawyers were foresighted

the ©GBD, as the Commission conjectured, at 12:%3 and walking seven blocks into that fLA/1<J

thaley's eab was, and OUswald got there ot about the time the Comumission has hinm reauhii@?



/ Houston, the corner on which the Book Depository is located and seven

e )
carion oL

ievent

Oswald's reconstructed trip home led the Commission into the
use of three other witnesses who in no way contributed to the fair
construction of the case against him and in no way added lustre to
the Commission or its record. Tuwo transported him and the third
was an aging, ill, former landlady,

) The Report has Yswald leaving the Depository at 12:33 and walk-
inpg seven blocks in the wrong direction to catch a bus cohinp back
past the Depository. He alighted alfter a few minutes becausé in
?hat time the bus had traveled only two blocks due to the traffic
jam at the Depository intersection (R6), He then took a cab a few
minutes later and rode it to near but not to his rcominghouse.

Placing Oswald at and leaving his roominghouse at a time the
Beport cglculated could have allowed him to get to the Tippit kill-
ing on time was all that was necessary, and this the Report did with
Mrs, Earlene Roberts, the housekeeper, But Oswald had a bus trans-
fer in his pocket when arrested and the police made the initial
blunder of calling Cecil J. Hcwatters, the busdriver. First he was
taken to an evening lineup and then to the Sheriff's department for
an affidavit (19H561). In this statement, McWatters swore that the

man he identified with the magical words "No. 2" in the 1i

the one to whom he gave that particular transfer, thatehilgigﬁegai
the man at 12:1,0, the exhct minute the Commission later wanted himp
to haye the man alighting, that this man was grinning about the
shooting of the l’r‘esident, and that he picked up this man at Elm and

blocks away from where the Commission wanted the man to have taken

the bus and five blocks away from t oint at which he departed.

Harch 12, 196lj, was transportation day before the Commission,
The entire morning was devoted to McWatters and the cabdriver, William
Whaley. For 30 pages (2H262-92), Mclatbers rambled about.the details
of the bus business and his route, where the man about whom he gave
the deposition and the man the Commission wanted identified sat, did
and said, what other passengers thought of the man grinning about
the shooting of the Tresident, and other such completely unnecessary
details that merely added to the impressive bulk of Ghe record with-
out in any way advancing the case against Oswald., The Report used
only that brief portion of Meijatters' testimony that served its pur-
poses as part of the "overwhelming" approach in which a monumental
mass of undigestible unessentials was to bog everybody down bub, in
bulk and statistics, was imposing. In this spirit, the staff had
photographs and diagrams of the bus on which Heiatters could identifly
the seating of his passengers snd other impressive and valueless data.

But it turned out that, in identifying "Wo.2", McWatters was
not identifying Oswald. He had had a suspicion a teenager, a regular
passenger on his bus, might somehow be connected with the assassina-
tion. In selecting llo, 2, without absolute certainty, he had this
teenager and not Oswald in mind. Alas! in the MNo. 2 spot was the real
Oswald., The Commission had.llcyatters' affidavit and it needed ex-
plaining. It is referred to but only in order for lcWatters to ex-

plain it. The brief text does not appear in the Report., Despite the
affidavit, Commission Assistant Counsel Ball asked Mciatters, "Any-
way, you were not able to identify any man in the lineup as the pas-
senper?" Dutifully, lMciatters replied, "o, sir" (2H370), only to
admit subsequently that he was "under the impression" the man he
pointed out to the police at the lineup "was the teenage boy who had
been grinning" (2H281). This grinning incident, attributed to Os-
wald by the police, received tremendous publicity and was instru-
mental in fixing the character of a ghoul on him, liciJatters also
went further and, again despite his previous oath, said he "really
thought" he was identifying the wan who did not get off the bus, to
whom he had not given the transfer (2H281). He could not identify
Oswald (21H283).

Ball and Mcwatters agreed on one thing., When showing him a
copy of his affidavit, Ball told licyatters, "And sometimes when you
see something that you signed before it refreshes your,memory.
MoWatters declared, "It sure does" (2H279). [fyHyL;/0 )

\
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vL explain thedmmmng "magical words,: 'noe 2' in the lineup," to makae identifi-
= i
Oswald automgtic in the lineups in addition to ha¥ng him COLhDiCHOUSiY dif-
4l d s Adkha s 4 - cm 19 Mo 414 YouigE o ] °] . : 1 3 5
shat the others in those lineups, the l)J[J.L;.CL»’ always had hin in that “o. 2 positione



This is & rare picturc of an assassin in desparste flight and of his need for
precious minutes in his f£lipht, hic willingness to give up the cab to the old lady who

did not even ask for ite
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Whaley

Whaley
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mory ?ﬁf refreshed. 5o did Whaley.ilhaley was

£

the Commission got less than tne varue or nis iare from Dal.
Yashington from Heiiatters, cabdriver Whaley was a major dis-
Again, the Report carefully filtered out Whaley's unintended
on the honesty of the police and their framed "lineup",

re but three brief references to his 18 pages of "testimony"

different occasions (2H253-62,292.1; 6Hh28-311) ,

wald presumably walked to the cabstand from the bus. Whaley
ted a novel picture of an assassin running away:

"And instead of opening the back door,... he opened
e front .,. and got in ,,. And about that time an old
dy ... said, 'Driver, will you call me a cab?! .., he
ened the door a little bit like he was going to get out
d he said, 'I will let you have this one,!' and she says,
0, the driver will call me one,!'"

did not because he was certain one would soon be there (2H250),

had seen Oswald approach his cab and enter it and Oswald had

sat next to him for almost three miles. He noticed an identifica-
tion bracelet (2H256), When shown a bracelet marked "Exhibit 383",

Whaley
couldn
Ball,

Congre
missio
let wa
graph

of Exh
identi
poor a
what m
detach
interr
which

testif
out",

it was
righth

said he thought that was the one he saw on Oswald but "I
't tell exactly whether that was the bracelet or not" (2H292),

without description,"saidf "offer this in evidence", and
ssman Ford accepted "this", The transcript then reads "(Com- é; Ub:
n Exhibit No.383 was withdrawn and a photograph of the brace- e =

8 received as Commission Exhibit No, 383-4,)". This photo-
is included in Volume 16, where the table of contents is blank
ibit 383 and describes Exhibit 383-.A as "Photograph of the
fication bracelet of ILee Harvey Oswald". The photograph, ag
s those of the Commission consistently are, shows not only
ay be taken to be an identification bracelet but also another
ed and rather large undescribed object not identified in the
ogation or the picture. In telling how he saw this bracelet,
would appear to be an "identificationless" bracelet, Whaley
ied, "His coatsleeve was like this when he stretches his arm
for the purpose of opening the door for the old lady. Only
the left arm, the one away from the door, and Oswald was
anded (2H293).

Whaley was one of only two among the numerous witnesses who

descri
for th
sion s
a wind
"T alw
bracel
10tice
police
cation
it was
ling i

bed Oswald as wearing a coat, an identification he changed
e worse, Oswald had worn a jacket that day and the Commis-
aid he left the jacket at work, where it was later found on
owsill, Whaley explained further about this bracelet, saying,
ays notice watchbands, unusual watchbands, and identification
ets like these because I make them myself ..., I particularly
things like that", Asked if he had told both the Dallas
and the FBI that Oswald had been wearing "a heavy identifi-
bracelet", Whaley said he did "but I don't remember saying
hﬁavy because I wouldn't know how heavy it was without hand-
t.

Whaley was not an expert on clothes, as his testimony dis-

played
Oswald
it rig
had,

Ichaki

. Asked early in his first appearance to describe what

had been wearing, he said, "I didn't pay much attention to
ht then, But it all came back when I really found out who I
He was dressed in just ordinary work clothes. It wasn't
pants but they were khalki. material, blue faded blue color,

like a blue uniform made in khaki. Then he had on a brown shirt
vith a little silverlike stripe on it and he had on some kind of

jacket
jacket
three

. I didn't notice very close but I think it was a work
that almost matched his pants, He, his shirt was open
buttons down here, He had on a T_shirt ,,." (2H255).

Later the questioning returned to Oswald's clothing, about

every
correc

"That
that i
identi

element of which except the T-shirt Whaley had testified in-
tly in varying degrees, When shown Exhibit 150, he exclaimed,
is the shirt, sir, it has my initials on it ... Yes, sir;

s the same one the FBI man had me identify." How clothing
fications were made will become more evident shortly,

Whaley identified this shirt by "a kind of little stripe in

it, 1i
(16H51

ght-colored stripe, I noticed that" (2H259). Exhibit 150
5) shows no stripe.

ong 43
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Whaley said, "I don't think I can identify the pants exce
were the same color as that, gip," Asked "Which colop?"
sponded, "More like this lighter color,

Shown two pairs of pants, dxhibits 156 and 157 (16H518),

pt they
he re.
at least they were cleaner

or something," He selected Exhibit 157, Both pairs of pants are
gray, the one he selected being quite light in color and highly
light-reflective, He had earlier described blue pants, But about
the pants, "T ap notlsure about the pants, I wouldn't be sure of
the shirt if it hadn't had that light stripe in it" (2H239.40),

When shown Exhibit 182 (16H520), identified by Ball as "gray

jacket with zipper":

"My, Whaley, I think that is the jacket he had on
when be rode with me in the cab,

Mr, Ball, Look something like it? And here !s Com.
mission Exhibit Ho, 163, does this look like anything he
had on?

Mr, Whaley, He had this one on or the other. one,

Mp, Ball, That is right,

Mr, Whaley, That is what T told you I noticed, T
told you about the shirt being open, he had on the two
jackets with the open shirt,

Mr, Ball, Wait a minute; we have got the shirt which
you have identified as the rust broun shirt with the gold
stripe in it,

Hr, Jhaley, Yes, sir.

Mr. Ball, You said that a jacket -

r, Vhaley, That Jacket now it might have been clean,
but the jacket he had on looked more the color,you know
like a uniform set, but he had this coat herc on over that
other jacket, I am sure, sir,

My, Ball, rThis is the blue-gray Jjacket, heavy blue.
gray jacket,

Mr, thaley, Yes, sir.

Mr. Ball, Later that day did you - were you called
down to the police department ?

Mr, “haley, No, sir,

Hr, "Ball, WYere you the next day?

Mr. Whaley, lio, sir; they ceme and got me, sir, the
next day after + told my superior when I saw in the paper
his picture, I told my superiors that that had been mny pas-
senger that day at noon. They called up the police and they
came up and got me." (2[260)

It is no wonder Ball was anxious to change the sub ject to the

lineups, He could not conceive the additional disaster “haley, alone )
and unassisted, was yet to launch against the Commission and the po- (2wl N

lice,

But he knew how utterly and completely wrong his witness was .

on Oswald's clothing., TInstead of tuo Jackets, Oswala, according to
all other witnessqs, was not wearing any, The "brown shirt with the
Silverlike stripe" that Hhaley had described carlier Ball converted

to a

rust brown with the gold stripe in it", The blue Ichaki pants

with matching jacket had become 1light gray pants with tuo jackets,

It was not difficult for “haley to be certain of Eha shirt, as

he later revealed, even though his descri tions +aried from white to
silver to gold and the "stripe" became a 'lining". About a weelk
after he spole to the police "an BRI man brought the shirt over and

showed it to me" (2H293), ((’@744 iv1-87

Id11i

the Commis

1

also dealt with Whaley earlier becausc of how the Commis: ion
od Coudard U o Chada U Vell 3 . A . )
’MZQ '
e 1 tine to kill himg Woad¥ is con-
. whdnh Ya Lhat Iy 14 not oot +Fhewn - alfter
sion's oun evid ‘;.1(::3){ wnilceh i that he did not get there until a
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Of utmost importance to the Uommission once it determined it
had to prove all of Oswald's movements following the assassination
(actually, it proved almost none) was William Wayne Whaley, the
cabdriver. He was regarded as of sufficient importance ?0 ?e one
of the relatively few selected to appear before the Commission 1t-
gelf (2H253-62;292-1)., His appearance was a disaster to the case
against Oswald of a magnitude exceeded by few things except his sub-
sequent deposition (6HL28-3l).

After seeing Oswald's photograph in the papers, Whaley told
his superior in the cab company this man had been a passenger the
day before. This appears to have been the means by which the po-
lice became interested in him. Although Whaley himself had said he
saw Oswald's picture in the papers, in his appearance before the
Commission, Assistant Counsel Joseph A, Ball afked, Bgfore they
brought you down, did they show you a picture?" If this question
had any purpose, it could not have been to establigh that “haley had
not seen a picture prior to his lineup identification of Oswald, for
that was already a matter of record. It could have served only to
supply a quotation that might indicate the absence of police chi-
canery in that the police did not show him a photograph, Of course,
the police did not have toj; he Rad already seen one (2H260).

At the lineup, the police "brought in six men, young teenage?s
... At that time he had on a pair of black pants and a white T-shirt,

that's all he had on. But you could have picked him out without
identifying him by just listening to him because he was bawling out
the policemen, telling them it wasn't right to put him in line with
those teenagers and all that and they asked me which one and I told
them" f2H261). Further on what Oswald said, "He showed no respect
for the policemen, he told them what he thought of them, They kneu
what they were doing and they were trying to railroad him and he
wanted his lawyer." At this point Assistent Counsel Ball asked only,
"Did that aid you in the identification of the mans" Whaley, of
course, was not helped a bit, but someone else? "Anybody who wasn't
sure could have picked out the right one just for that" (2H261).

The subsequent effort of Counsel Ball to clarify this testimony
was little credit to the police and district attorney and less help
to the Commission. "Now, in this police lineup, now," Ball began,
"and this man was talking to the police and telling them he wanted
a lawyer, and that they were trying to, you say he said they were
trying to, frame him or something of thai sort -" He was interrupted
by Whaley who explained, "Well, the way he talked that they were do-
ing him an injustice by putting him out there dressed different than
those others ...". Ball then wanted to know, "Now, did any one, any
policeman, who was there, say anything to him?" '"Yes, sir;" Whaley
replied, "Detective Sergeant Teavelle, I believe it was, told him
that they had, they would get him his lawyers on the phone, that tley
didn't think they were doing him wrong by putting him out there
dressed up" (2H29l). /P(/{’J 77-€)

¢ :olice never did thate L am confident +that the Yim Leavelle +
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1t is possible to argue tha' ii the police had not withheld from Vswald the

knowledge that the lawyer he had aoked,/"-cim—ﬁb%, had declined to represeént him (Os-
wald might not have bsen killed. ' WC/ 4éé

+ % s 5 n 4 " . 5 5
e was entitled to héave his lawyer with him when questioned by the police.
= ]

That then would have meant he had a local ACLU lawyers fdad that lawyer participated or
in any oy caused a delay in moving @ewald, as in the time taken for consultations; of
had he donc anything to shorten the time Oswald was then questioned by the polices; or
had he objected to the means by which the police planned to move Uswald; Caw.ld could
have boen moved carlier than he was, and $hat would have precluded @uby':s shooting hin,
or he could have been moved later, and that would have given time Tor tl1%¢:ny nolice
theve 4o recognize Ruby afd thayo im out. In fact Sergeant Patrick f&zfn testified that
lie saw and recognized @by only a moment before he shot and killed Us&:ald{, (LI_IL].J@_@_Q‘}}
pages f 92-53143),

the difference of as little as a minute cold have prevented Osw:ld's killing.

N

AoLelin lish, who :!f been assistont manager 8= of the ‘s‘iesterl% U(l/nion office
across lain Street from J{béico headquartarters, wa‘xs kind enouvgh tu sive me an original
carbon copy of the money order Ruby sent and after Which he walked over to the police
statione The time stamped on it is 11:17 a.me “ovember 24, 1 963 ’l‘hel«'onur}_s ion gives

[ . \

’JT o bime of his killing (Fswald as only four minutes la'ter/ e RBB%}In those four
minutes “uby had toccoss the stoeet to the garage entvance that was not oprosite the

Cosd Y\
Boon the ramp to about the center of the garage, which as as wide as

WU offize, then g

the ploclK butween Commerce and wain, and get to wherc he faced the elevator dow: which
?

Oswald would bo broughte If therc had been ant k==dd traffic on “ain Street Huby could
have been too late even then, it was that closce

5’151‘01:;.



It is cl that Abt was availabl€ by phone to those who sought
>t

him, but wgsnot in his office, as he testified, was easily

reached by both friends and the press, The Cemmission a: ently

did’ﬁﬁgkéonside '%gfiﬁ/it meditationsabout—Osw ﬂ;’the police

and-his laclk-of a lawyer. (VWhaleyts— i tept
i o the Commission did know,

Tomid 0
e 2 Whaley was not finished yet. He managed to let 1t Plip out that
Oswald "was the only one that had the bruise on the head', And he

an affidavit he executed the day of the lineup he swore, "The No, 3 A
man, who I now know as ILee Harvey Oswald, was the man who I carried —
ceo! This discrepancy led to a later deposition-taking. The testi-
mony quoted above was given to the Commission itself, not the staflf
without members of the Commission present, as most of the statements
were given, Here Oswald's, and presumably his family's, interests
were being looked ont for by Walter Craig, former head of the Ameri-
can Bar Association. On March 12, 196l, Craig was not present,
Asked if he had a statement to malke following Whaley's testimony,
Craig's representative, Lewis P, Powell, said, "... In a conversation
with Mr. Rankin (Commission General Counsel) yesterday morning we
agreed that rather than my asking questions directly of witnesses,
I wsuld mag? suggestions ... and I have been following that practice
cee (2H29L),

\ The real Whaley whammy was reserved for April 8, when Assistant
Counsel David W, Belin took a deposition from him in Dallas (6H 22
3L). There remained the conflict between vhaley's sworn statements
in the identification of Uswald.

: In a futile, almost ridiculous, attempt to reconcile the con-
flicts in his identification at the lineup, and ignoring the fact
that all positions were identified by an official number, which he
saw, over the heads of the four different men in the lineup, Whaley
said that, counting from riﬁht to left rather than left to right,
Oswald was the third man. After attributing the "error" of two
blocks in the location at which Oswald disembarked from his cab to
the presence of reporters in the building (with no indication that
they were anywhere near him when he executed the affidavit), Vihaley
administered the coup de grace to the lineups:

\\ "I signed that statement before they carried me down to see the
L‘~'“‘}

lineup, I signed that statement, and they carried me down to the

lineup at 2:30 in the afternoon,"
The transeript cannot give the tone

asked him questions, but the reader should have no trouble i i
5 £ magin-
ing 1t. "You signed this affidavit before you saw th S

of voice in which Belin
e lineup?™ he j &l’ //)
asked, Whaley's reply was, ",., you are getting me oonfused?" - \/}4¢47;7 ‘f

%:‘ ha, //?ol!_:'a.n got Whaley "confused” it nothinge to wha pol;i;:l did to the record,
o - =
the gComrdission's and {the record he e as its most loquacious counsel aft -1 the
Wi
Commission's 1ife ended. "“'t.\{ “elin, personally, who end & in the tine veconstruction
scene of the TL';)'_,-:‘.’L‘ Killing in tine clll Tipopit and 'v.".’m,v nonethe-
that shoved his time reconstruction exculpated Yswalde. he likewise

of the Qc;f;o:ﬂ"é; other gommuision -\')Vid.u.'(l()&.. that tipoit was shot before

hot before he could have gotten there in any re@n—

1

L

;7
also identified Oswald as having been in the No, 2 position. But in ‘ l 4//;f7/
) [\ C [«

VL 7
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There then was a brief exchange of questions and answers in

[

! which Whaley volunteered that "Bill Alexander from the district at.
| torney's offiice was there also" and then manfully started all over
| again, detailing how the police wrote out what they wanted him to

| sign, but in this version he said the number of the man he was go-

| ing to identify was left blank pending the lineup (6H430)., With

’ still another version in part of which Whaley said, "I made this
statement more to Bill Alexander," intervening, Belin asked, "Now

- }y ) when you signed it - what I want to know is, before vyou went down,
f had they already put on there a statement that the man you saw was
| the Nymber 3 man in the lineup?"
1 ; g don'ﬁ remember, I don't remember whether it said three or
two or what,” Whaley responded,
1 "Dia they have any statements on there before you went down to
\\ { the lineup?" Belin wanted to know,
\ ' "I never saw what they had in there," Whaley told him, "It
‘ wag all written out by hand. The statement that I saw, I think was
this one, and that could be writing, I might not even seen this
one yet, I signed my name because they said that is what I said"
(6HL431),

With a little encouragement, Whaley offered still a different
version, in which he signed a blank paper, as his confused words
seemed to say, "because they had to get, a stenographer typed it
up". Soon he got back to saying he signed the affidavit after it
was typed. But when again asked by Belin, "... had they already put
on there a statement that the man you saw was the No. 3 man in the
lineup?" Whaley again said, "I don't remember that. I don't remem-
ber whether it said two or three or what ,,, I never saw what they
had in there ... I signed my name because they said that is what I
said" (6H)31).

When Belin again made an effort to undo the "two-three" punch
“haley had thrown at everyone involved, Whaley ubtered a magnificent
and appropriate understatement: "I don't want to get you mixed up

/,Land get your whole investigation mixed up through my i norance, but
——~" & good defense attorney could take me apart,,." (6H|32 ./’ /f(;'Qj

thore i more about Whaley, includine about his death, +hé death that Penn YJones

held was mys x.:r(,‘].‘ﬁi.&)l.ls and somehow sugrestive of evil forces going around killing people

could talke Pallk Vhaley did, as we see above, If he could have said more to

damage t official mythology what else he could have done is not easy to imagine. %t en (J

467

\. - . ) . resde i AR
Jdones started an (3111‘&'_;(1_17 nev mythology with those- deaths he called "mysterious' and

j; LATTS, :i.zx(—ﬁ}_;in;': that over, while daring notédboee c"u"n:; some dsder description of
-

L has the subtitle The

nysterious"

raf, Yew York,1989 the w2H=-page book that iz on
- 9 7' <99 LS

P e e - s i

. e 1 : 2 red T aeded 4T AR S tran '
d conspiracies,has a dozdn pages on .halt ho retitléd "Canvenient

in hig introduction souchovw secm not to have inte i
attradted his attygeion fow all he says aboul iggesr "conspir cy theorists ‘.A_m,/g n oage

astorisk. Vhaley is asterisked on -page f)?./\);/, dhele 's

"Cabdriver| sic | who reportedly drove Uswald

Cause of Yeath" llarrs parrots Yones: "Hotor Yoliidion ( the

J

" can <7'ef:'x.vl,-‘f/‘{:<:v die on duty)."
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The Report lists all te . timony on seventeen page

The mereest look at the Report told Mailer that

railer should have known that he did.

5 beginning on page 483. Lhux

thaley testificd on two occasionse
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The dez\z)éils of that ¢ llision have ncver been secret aHh yugh treating them

chic way does tend to suggest nefarious congpiracies and especially dirty deeds.

4 . & bhs e A
JOnes said Whaley was the first cabbie to died on "active duty" add o as of the
/ I “w " v
2e he published thath he Gdded in thirty-seven yoarse But Jonos also omitted the ﬂ‘baii S
- ‘ b —

Whaley was driving in the correct lanes of a divided hiy Jhway when he was hit

headon by an ei «*1,‘1 ~two year#—old man driving the wrong vay on ite That man also . died

.

/%V vhat fun b :LlPr couln have h d ul; t}? -fD as J_ have for many yoars, by
asking ¢£ th CIA had,. aovleo ed a secret nrocou » ’mox% ‘hen lnlcvMOLlh be on the

migzht stretch o.. that cpvu.dc,d highuway, w vth no other @driver blockins access “co him, ﬂnﬂtﬂf‘
‘ Z

L the means éacoq‘crol ing 9:21 €
,' \_\,

ok s . Foams by chiseng?

1in strai lﬂm

e gistibus and all that.

river so CD coulu b(,

then be able to /X/M

/
But there can be no questioning u’ulo '\é ozood taste as well as good judgement,

absent what can always be present with him and th: controlling factor, his ignorance, in
not using vhat was at hand for him from the time or tha' first book on the Yarren “eports.

Hailer decidod) in advence that Usuald wa$ the assassine )9‘ e caniot be faulted

for his judgemcnt in suppressing all that tended t6 sussest that there was no real

) —e s
case against “swald dey il'l/’ccz the official misv presentations of # the official evidence
itslfd,

”o., ailer's jfdgement on this cannot be ,—-C\_Ll“l" questions.

-

How with his honesty thot is another q¥estion.

On this one he cannot claim ignowince. $iii 5 source note o"{ is is to VYhaley's

testinony.(page scoriid 122, however, cited but two pages,260-1, ha'}g arch 12
o) RS ? By ?

# & o a 1 4 5
1964 Lostimony, ho er, begins on pa o 255 o/ fh@ Comaicsion's Volume a4 2 and continues

to foa.: most of pz:.,.'e 292, /\%[ﬂ W ‘f/i/m/)% 34 J/% Q/ZJZ%,E/ J&%M
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migsion's oublished records was
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with those 2 xeroxes he had made in linsk? How he decided on which of those tens of
T ousands of pagzes to have m,roxogsf and. whether he had those twenty-siz pvinted volunes
with him?

If his selections for xeroxing were from the published work of others, then, €M B
of course, he would have been eliminating nuch and he could have been ignorant of (/'?/
what Whaley actually testilied toe

Whatever ngy explain it, this does seen to justify Liz Smith's use of

i3
le
&

"deRy "definitive" tu define ligiler's 2% Tales, albeit not as she usec the worde
It dis "definitive on his "thorough' research, dsiler's modet word for ite
Lt 18 "y definitive" on his honesty, tooe
And/ or on his gubject-n tter i{;uoranoo;& or all those eight hundred and twenty
eight pages he uses tfgtablisu oith's aporopriateness.
?’c Is it not /(1;0 vonder vhether in titling this che /)t(,x' "The Octopus ez
Outside" Heiler saw it outside his nose? With all eight arms(fo engulf hin?
' 1

~he octopus, however, lives in +1° lowest depths and +that is nof . outsides"

However appropriate itif is to describe this book of his.

If koiler uses the word to represent some all-encompassin: force or group, there
is not a vord he uses to indicate that. be;:ides 'mj.ch{g/ﬂr@z{ would be the exact
opposite of whathe says he bolieve., that Usuqld was entirely alonce

lizybe this "octopus" business is whal “ailer had in mind with his subtitle,

"An American liystery." As this chapter title it is that, as nothing else in his book is.

Other than the fact that Hailer did ite

\
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