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va/ﬂf, K, WM?

pro
O_chvcr Stone's gew:al nit ‘Ul(’ movie JIFK \lao an instont threat to Mailer's coming

IV.

Ossgld's Tales/u»iler therefor was as critical of it as he dayd be in his seven-page
article in the y.gmtvy‘ga,;; dated “ebruary, 1992,

Hagazines are distributeﬂ priot to their date of issue. &nd JFK was not in the
theaters until the end of 1991,lailer therefore wrote his piece no later than as soon

as the movie apiared. Because in his article Mailer wondered whether JFK would be the hit

it became immediagtely there is reason to believe that Mailer rushed thig article, unlike

) :
his books (which gestate longer than the elephw@ts most are in size) to # #b be able
to iwf‘luen:}e reaction go it as much aén“/he could with the written word,
}}arli‘cy Ffal\f"& title for lailer's story is of black capii:al letters an inch high:

FODIFALLS .
TH T CRYPT (center both Lines)
is

Under it/leiler's name, just as black and not quite as large.

p eneath Hgiler's name is ¢ photpgraph of the Presidential limousihe taken from the
sin the small type used. in M
south side of Ilm Street looking toward the /Grasey knoll, Tie caption)Teads, "President

Kennedy slumps forward, m‘ortally wounded, "

This sets the tone faithfully® it is in error, drror well known to anyone vwho has
made any study at all of &= either the assassination or the pictures taken during ite
at that point the Precident, who had been mortally wounded only an instant before the
}?f.cture was snapped, vas, as the /-even the picture itself makes clear, not slunping
’Wﬂ? "l_{'fe W s fallin m; onto his Wife Jac,lae, who 42 his Mﬂv/[o /é// zeva
i

Cons:.uﬁ/nt mth this display of ignorance, contempt for fact or both is wha' next
Fre—H=ows follows in smalier headline-size type:
"Oliver Ptone's new movie}é »JFK, has something to alienate ev:ary%, fromn Esta-
blishment theorists to the gamut of conspizgcey Duffsees."
Aol s

bany millions oi Americans) were not in any way alienated. 4nd bailer's "oamut of
cons Fj.,racy buffs" rather than being aii\;nateq‘.' by the movie, were enthusiastic about it.

On%/ono person /’(nown a8 a critic of the official mythology was critical of ;x

Yl ic. Ho + " X
bie movice He was not "alienated" and he s not & buff but a recognized expert., e is




From Mailer's aﬂiole itself, from what it says and does not say, for the very,
very little it coqtuins about the movie itself, the case can be made that “*ailer
crititize fhy maves, L 1:
wcniﬂ:$£és—ar$ie&qf;;thout having seen & te. If this is so it puts him in the
position that vould be strange for most writers, if not for him, of writing wiax
about a movie he had not seens. If this is true he also mocks himgelf in it b@fcause
as ve shall see he is inaccurately critical of the Washington Post for criticizing
the movie based in part - and in part only - on the movie's scripte

This is not unusual for Hgiler becasuse as we have already seen what is wrong for

others is right for * ry B

"

it and writes and speaks.
«hether or not it is true, *ailer uses this article to propadandize for his
wiinformed beliefs about the JFK assassination and as advance propaganda for his

bookﬂ the appearsnce of which was then three yesrs in the future.




SLNIRS

liad) a

"R, T DuUu-aoeiiiy (boo un7c; Ledss. DO Uyus i), /i, oo
=N Mi.khai-lo.vich (se myon/ mi kui/lo vich), born 1883,
- / 2,." Russian general in 1917 revolution and World War T1.
I’%"VIS“}' . ’?Q\ Odess: budge! (buj), »., budged, budg.ing. (usually used
10 VO RUMANIA © | oy, negatively) —wv.i. 1. to move slightly; begin to move:
nin N |3 l / ? He pressed the starter and stepped on U ; the car didn't
v con- | Y . / Press irter and stepped on the gas; the car didn
6 with n Bucharest budge. 2. to change one's opinion or stated position;
g 9 ;? L yield: Once her father had said ‘‘no,” he wouldn't budge.
.\‘x(':ovi-' (€.~ =—.l. 3. Lo cause to move; begin to move: The three of
i ] BULGARIA them couldn't budge the rock. 4. to cause¢ (someone) to
(i)y(?)- —— l'ecq{].suler,”or (:hmIlgI;u'tubn I()D];;l()l;. dm:la;imtl,knr” stated

3 = ; — position: They couldn't budge the lawyer to take the case.
L ;Z;’f;,f‘ﬁﬁ;.ﬁ;;,‘",ﬁ};}fﬁi}?ﬂ]é‘ﬁ#;‘g"gf L< MI boug(er) (to) stic < VI, *pullicare o bubble,
Also, bu-erane (byoo krian/). [< LL req. 02 + Diltlirg 10 morL 1 udg/er, n.

R p —ha s it budge? (buj), n. 1.a fur made from lambskin with the
boukrdani(on) an ox-head, equiv. to [dresse ard. used esp. as an inex . *,
$)OX + kranion cRANIUM] W00 u,sa'u.l (‘u\lt\y‘.m . uu,gl..«:sp. as an inexpensive t,unll:
ko6 resht/), n. Rumanian name of ming on academic or 0”_1.(,1(\1 gowns. =—adj. 2. ma(‘b'

RV fr(l)m, tnrfll{lllle:d,bor lined }nth] budge. 3. Ob]s. pompous;
G solemn. 5 bugee, perh. akin to BUDGET
bud-ded, bud-ding. =—n. 1. Bol. a. a : . Y tonnia
terminal protuberance on a plant, B)l]lgl%le (buj), n. (John) Donald, born 1915, U.S. tennis
nentary foliage (leaf blayer. L ) ) .
imentary inflorescence budg-exr-ee (buj/o ré), adj. 1. Australian. good; fine.
& both (mixed bud). 2. pretty. [< native Austral]
. or rudimentary stem or budg-er-i-gar (buj/o ré giir/), an Australian para-
2. Zool. (in certain ani- keet, Melopsittacus undulatus, having greenish plumage
wnization) a prominence with black and yellow markings, bred as a pet in a
into a new individual, variety of colors. Also, budg-er-ee-gah, budg-er-y-gah
neutlgr attqcheal ttoll:l(l]e f&buln/a lrjs gi/). Also called shell parakeet. [< native
imes becoming detached; ustra
any small rounded part, budg-et (buj’it), n., v., -et-ed, -et-ing. —n. 1. an
*a gustatory bud. 4. an estimate, often itemized, of expected income and ex-
‘veloped person or thing. pense, or operating results, for a given period in the
an immature or undevel- future. 2. a plan of operations based on such an esti-
! mechanic may be a future . mate. 8. an itemized allotment of funds for a given
i. Also, in bud. 6. nip in period. 4. the total sum of money set aside or needed
for a specific purpose: The budget for the new factory

:xnet@ling in the beginning IR
it: The business recession building was three million dollars. 6. a limited stock or
oud. =—v.i. 7. to put forth  y,eaf puds  supply of something: Iis budgel of good will was running
s a plant. 8. to begin to ¢ the elm  ouf. 6. Obs. a small bag; popch. —uv.t. 7. to plan allot-
). 9. to be in an early ment of (funds, time, etc.). 8. to deal with (specific
ment. =—v.. 10. to cause to bud. funds) in a budget. [late NME bowgett < MF bougelte
)y inserting a single bud into the stock.  (pouge bag (< 1. bulga; sce BuLGE) -+ -elle -ETTE)]
ll.’"f‘yd pgd;l?lkci}n ltuDGb(Hl%‘l;))'?lvm;ul;é% —budg-et-ar.y (buj’i ter/g), adj. —budg’et-er, n.
ial. Sw bodd head, uidel bag, D, 7 v s 3
llen] —bud/der, n. —bud/less, adj. budg’et plqn_ , U.S. See installment plan.
budg-ie (buj’é), n. Informal. budgerigar. [BUDG-
iformal. 1. brother. 2. a familiar term (BRIGAR) + -T1] .
i or boy, usually when his name is not bud/ muta‘tion, a variation produced by a genetic
ker. [back formation from BUDDY] change in the bud, such that the sceds produced by the
oy's given name, resu]ng growth perpetuate the change in succeeding
/da pest/, boo/do pest’; Hung. boo/- ,Boneraions.
pevi gl posts; Ltung P bud/ scale/, scale! (def. 3a). B
f Hun- mu‘&_ﬂ bud’/ sport/, a sport resulting from a bud mutation

al part, e ;u‘rl\kw or bud variation.

River: St bud/ stick/, Hort. a shoot of a plant from which
m two W A (f! buds are cut for the propagation of that plant.
banle of ! bud/ varia/tion, any variation in a bud due to
da and changes in either or both its genetic composition or
on the environment, such that the resulting flower, fruit, or
807,299 shoot differs from others of the same plant or species.
4 Bov Bud-weis (Ger. boot/vis), n. a city in ‘W Czechoslo-
a4 boy's vakia, on the Moldau River. 67,944 (1963). Czech,

s6d/ Ceské Budéejovice.

Shgaa Bu-ell (bydo’ol), n. Don Car.los (kiir/15s), 1818-98,
Vot Union general in the U.S. Civil War.

. bo_()/—. B}llg‘;%;l (by0o/no), n. a town in 8 New Jersey. 3243
) called :
., Gau- Bue/na Park’/ (bwia’no), a city in SW California.
(Prince 46,401 (1960).

thartha) bue-nas no-ches (bwe/niis nd’ches), Spanish. good
Indian night.

founder Bue-na-ven-tu-ra (bwi/na ven toor/o, -tydor/a; Sp.
any of bwe’/nil ven t00/rii), n. a seaport in W Colombia.
-herg in 35,087 (1951).
",};1 "";‘]“(' Buena Vis-ta (bwe/ni ves/ti for 1; hydoo/na vis/te
Sy 10 for 2), 1.a village in NE Mexico, near Saltillo: Ameri-

\“’llsltiﬁ)l;ltl' Buddha can victory in battle (1847) during the Mexican War.
) Buddhism. one who has attained 2. a town in W Virginia. b?OO glf)(i() )
alightenment; Arhat. [< Skt: awak- bue-no (bwe/nd), interj. Spanish. good; all right.
¢, understand + -ta ptp. suffix)] Blue-/n()s_}u-l;es (l)\\"ﬁ/n.{s i-’r/ilz,‘ I)F)/n.)ls ]ﬁl‘[’é'\&; Sp.
(hodd 2. 56d/, boo’da-), n. » state  bwe/nds 1/res), a scapor in and the capital of Argen-
}R‘l’(‘f(‘ﬁ,gh‘f‘{ﬂjg;’ﬁf _(il_)_z;ol(zm]bhu stat tina, in‘ghu B part, on the Rio de la Plata. 3,210,000
(boBd/ go yi’), a village in central ,©St- 1965). o L
in: site of tree under which Siddhartha due-nos di-as (bwe/noés de’iis), Spanish. good morn-
Iha. ing; good day.
., boosds), n. Hinduism, Buddhism. PUEE! (buf), n. 1. a kind of thick leather, originally
an intuitive faculty giving increascd and properly made of buffalo skin but later also of other
ss. [< Skt; cf. bodhati he awakes] skins, light yellow with napped surface, used for mak-
6d’iz om, boo’diz-), n a religion ing belts, pouches, ete. 2. a buff stick or buff wheel.
lia hy Buddha (G'lixt,'n"n'\u)‘ and later 3-@ thiclk, short coat of buffalo leather, worn esp. by
n'\‘ Burig hf)'ul ;]‘ib‘vt "m(‘] parts (;l‘ sul(lic.rs in 17th-century Tngland :\.n(l by American
»l‘(l'ing Lh'l‘l,‘li.f(‘) i; full of sillff‘cl’illg caused colonists. 4. yell()\VlSh—})l‘U\\'ll; medium or dark tan.
hat the ‘w‘\y to end. this sufferiné 15 6. Informal. the bare skin. 6. Informal. a devotee or
.ll(lllt*l’lb Lh"\b enables one to halt the well-informed student of some activity or subject:
of births and deaths to which one is Clvil War buffs avidly read the new biography of Granl.
0. Of ’Ei‘htfold Path, Four Noble He's always been a trolley-car buff. 1. 1njorpml. Q
’x'm Mahg A [BUb'nu(A) + -18M] buffalo. =—adj. 8. made of buff leather. 9. having the
‘tul" —Buc{dhié/tic Bud.dhis/ti-cal, color of buff,” =—p.t. 10. to clean or polish (metal) or
‘ti J. L1y, adv 2 » give a grainless finish of high luster to (plated surfaces)
REatAy; Al with or as with a buff stick or buff wheel, 11. to dye
(b0d dol/a j&, boo-), n. the study of oy stain in a buff color. 12. to polish or shine, esp. with
i nature and various forms of Buddha- o huffer: to buff shoes; to buff a wared floor. [carlier
) + -0- + -Loay] buffe wild ox, back formation from buffle < I < LL
. n. a boy's given name. Also, Buddy. biifalus; se¢ Burraro] —buff/a.-bilZi-ty, n. —buff/-
bo6d’/-), n., v., -dled, -dling. Mining. a-ble, adj. . . .
¢ trough in which metallifcrous ore is —Syn. 10. burnish, polish, shine.
gangue by means of running water. buff? (buf), v.t. 1. to reduce or deaden the force of; act
(ore) in a buddle. [?] —bud’/dler, n. as a buffer. —n. 2. Chiefly Dial. a blow; slap. [late
| 1670, bud’lg o), n. any loganiaceous MIE buffe, back formation from surrer'] )
wus Buddleia, comprising the butterfly buf-fa (boo/fo; IL. bool/fi), n., pl. -fe (-fa; It. -fe). 1.
after Adam Buddle (d. 1715), Tnglish a woman who sings comic roles in opera. 2. See opera
: buffa., [< It; fem. of Burro]

, oOver, Order, oil, book, ooze, oul, up, Qrge; chief; sing; shoe; thin, that; zh as in measure.
cus; @ as in button (but/°n), fire (fi°r), cradle (krad7?l). See the full key inside the front cover.
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In trrmrf terms of this part of the definition, iailer is very conspicuously less "well—
informed" than those he tries to put down. % igs more ignorant of the fact of the

crime itself than any of those L know or whose writings I have seen.



so much the @xpert that the Jepartment of Justice itself told the /’ “Judge John Pratt
in the federal district court pg the District of Coltmbia that he knew more about the
assassination than anyone working for the FBI, It made this stéitement in writing and
. e, his ~
when it represented the ¥BI in\(%ha%,/zlqwsuit in which he saed the FBI/ () /4 752k
The word buff was eza,:c'lixy onf resorted to as a putdown of all those who criticized
anabridged dictionary's
the official assassination mythology. Random House published Osmdefinitmon
(}ﬁl "ouff" & llailer end Vanity Fair use it qualifies as impatriali "a devotee or well-
informed student of some activity or subjects"
i \ . L .
MW Perhaps @ ldevo1:ees nost of those lMailer has in mind and Hailer himself
can correctly be referrced to as "buffs." But most of them and Hailer above slmost all
do not even qualify for the other part of the definition, \’/well—inx"ormed." '
lailer never displayed any interst in or knowjedge of the assassination.y;-‘un”this
o * 3 -
hé is doubly like most of those he sought t® put down. And like them ¥k® he has no uore
than & ‘é‘eory about the assassination. lis allegation that Oswald was the agsassin is not

even a theory. It is an unproven agsumption that is disproven by th ver# official
\

evidence that &s ignored by, Vanit /g Yair's headline's words,"everyone, from the

Bgtablishmentarien theorists to the gamut of conspiracy buffsees”
Like most of them Meziler is ignorant of that evidences “&—:ts»#nllke some of them iw

£ .
tete havims come to tmd.em;a#d some oanat the official evidence of the prime itselg

whercas es hao diogqodly '
of<which “ailer@s’e?@gﬂ his prstine state of total ignorance.ﬁ ﬂ'f( crmsd J 4/[//

ﬁgl_‘hlﬁ.s_pariﬁf_ﬁmt_(leﬁniti011,)$ailcr is even) betow-bis putdown of all others.

(A M ' Intonded pustomm;—tmat Ts.
)

‘t‘»’ith/‘ignorance of the establ{:‘\.hed and readily-available fact of the crime/ Mailer's
only credettials for writing snything at all about it, Mailerr—-like he pontificates from
his imggined s=x Olympus and with a sure instinct for the if ‘appropriate that will be

shocking on vavious degreeé 1 begins to ee@e into his suppegeed subject, that movies ths
is only after he has held forth for almost a fifth of the length of his article on some

= 1 . o
of “tone' sharlier moviess

l

i

’ "Subjects heroic in scope as J.F.K. can be as uniqll ely suited as a good kill



JTA

He told me he had been given the script by a Hew York City li/"ﬁ%‘ary agent.
5
If there were any stolen copies of that|cript, I have not heard of a -%i
one -

single siolen copye

Perhaps this is as zood a point as any to note that Mailer never once in all this
long article reports the explicit besis for all those early criticisms of Stone's
SCILPTe

411 the publications he names recalled only toc clearly g_arrison's endless
excesses. They reported them contemporancously. They knew also that after two years of
a con§tent burage of criticisms of the govermment in general and of various agencies,

I
mostly the CIa ﬁhose defender ?‘[ailer %:ter becanejs after all ¥ &rrison% clagims to
a,w/ _A/Ltl{ &g@_{z Vf /
have his case for a conspiracy in the JIK assassind;tion,} the jury in his case, which
be(#ieved that there had been a conspiracy, took less than an hour to decide unanimously
that &arrison had not proven it.‘(MA, WW W ///Lﬂ%

Yet Stone's script/J, as did his movié, made a hero of the failed §w3.~1s011, the
Uarrison who had for those two yveqrs said anything at all that popped into his mind
without regard for truth, fact or even reasonablenesss

The fact is that the Post reporter was the first to spot garrison's dishonesty.

Garrigon had st.ted publicly anrf} often that his interest was triggered by a cone-

T —— P < ‘7 T . .
versation with “exmber Loulsiana Senator@ ____ __ Long, who according to §arr:.son/ told
Garrison of his doubts about the Warren C@@Gm That reporter, George ?ardner, spoke
to fong. :J:ong denied to hin that he had ever had any such conversgtion with Barrison.

o

What “ardner then wrote I used on the back cover of my third book on the X assassi-

nation, Photographic “hitewsshs

"The M6 scenario guiding New Urlesns District #ttorney Jim éar:vison in his

investigation of President Kennedy's assassination can be glimpsed in any Wookstore.
8§ b damvonidontd N L .
T he investigation is “arrison s but the script apparently started with farold
—
Vleisberg, former Senate investigator and author of ﬂ"'xhitewash"...
Lardner and the Pogt were not alone in this observation. The prestigeous Ilmes of

— (e

London, liygla.nd, seid the same thing even more explicitly.
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So all the media had ample reason to be critical of “tone for believing a single
% ————
word Yarrison esd said bg sing his Toh—eb movie on it, and to be even
more ritical of Stone's making a hero of the phony Garrison who deceibéd and misled
$0 many Americans,
]
Long as Hailer's rticle iss much space as Jdevotes to the tO‘gtlly irrevelent, like

léa@t inagined huntérs and their geme and how they prepared it-f if they did = he has

not a word about the a€tual bagis of th: actual criticisms ot‘&:’ tone's script.



A/\/Q/MJ‘, to a tribe of A hunters, and if the ﬁ)ize was obtai%d at considerable peril to the
W&/ chief ?1 hunter, then it barply matters how the meat was cooked g
?xe wonder is that Mailer did not say "11" the mcatVeooked "
Hgiler {R:stretch:mg for sensation and shock without regard to appropriateness.
#¥d so a hunt for primitive peoples is lif a movie.
How there was "congiderable peril" to otone, ‘..Jhic‘xfrféﬁf\nfers but falis short of Saying,
he did not say because ho could not say ite
Lt was well-known that therc was no “peril" 4o “tone-that is was not even his own
NN

miEtons hevas spending lavishly. Heas using Varmer Brothers' millions.

V‘«'
HMalkdng a bad ¢ guess and perhaps reflecting that he\rote this drivvel before he

could see the movie he next says was wha ;aﬁ:\rpi-c;x;en false @ before that issue
of vanity ralr was printed,
W "JFK is bound to rr%ivc some atrocious reviews, (perhaps even a preponderance
AN o of unfavorable ones,and as has been the eqse already, more than a small outrage has
M been atoused in the Washington E,—,Bﬂ(that is, The Washington Post, Newsweek, Time,

_the CIA
the FBI,(fhe Pentagon, the White House and the TV netsese."

How he dragged in the FBI, the CI&Q the Pentagon and the ‘P}/u{;a House only Hailer

knows because publicly what he says is not truce In fact, what he is talking about began

a:‘tﬂ/ﬁ?/b/h

It is safe toassume thatith the contvoversy started 1Iewsugeeh gave it Some Bpase.

@ P |
with me before “tone ewen started to shot his movie, two months before then.

Time's later story ‘ag/:i.ndependont of the one for which I was/\ésponsible in the Poste
A (Fime reportir had been given a copy ol the Stonescript, s + was. I{{e phoned me and

spoke to me about why * had decided to go public with ﬂstone's misrepresentation of his
ﬂ\k (rtdro My (M)frm‘h
moi{ e S nflction(fa’:: not give him the script he had, cither.

37 So, maller being Mailer an! so publishable m.thout Mgepr review lhen he prtondo that

U

he is vsing ne—e WI’l‘tln nonfiction, he was wrong eBbout thd unfavorable :cev:.eus nost of
%gﬁ ﬂztx"t/clﬁ v
the revicwers exprds ¢t for vh tfton, did and how he did wt,. anLth_ua&w
m about his Washington Club an what got it started.
48 we slip e slide through Mailer's goo we'll return to that script an?ﬁﬁe as

l\ ‘4
j@mt of shewas lailer's vgshington Club- which has vet to review any of ny soveﬂ,ax




——

p-‘.‘s_bji{‘;’-hdd books on the JFK agsassination - y p¢ atjﬂ/that nuch part of it or that dear
to it,

"The Bgtablishment," Mailer continues, has found that Yswald as the lone
assassin serves e multitude of useful purposes in much ths same way tnat a public figure
vraps himself in propriety, Mo matier how greasy his private life mﬁy bef>had a depend%?e
political seat."

Aﬁl ‘€ Tbrom vhether lailep's life is "greasy" after ging through six wives and
being charged with knifing one of them, he no less than his Establishment "found that
Osuald=-as=the-lohe-assassin serves a multitude of useful pFuposess "

ngé with his indictments right and left as he is HMailer here ;ﬁgicts hinself. WYhether
of not he was aware of it he here comparzs himself with those pblitic&ans who "wrap them-
selves in proprietf'because, he, like his Establishment and his “ashington Club abo%f?
which hctgsk&nd he knew he as nol quite accuratel.assumejthat Oswald was the assassine

/
(To here pages 125-6)

y D ; , P . o . . .
4ft er more irrelevancy about the Senate and the confirmation hearings for reactiocary
not troubling

4Uﬁstiee ll‘:ioma. Hailer compares those hearings with the JFK agsassination, bet—torsbling
{

=

DP
w»dMyT

\ S
cither his ¥ eaders or his editors at ygg;j;;jkggn with any connection g between them other

than lies:
"Di‘to for the lone assassine The F.B.I was the first to endorse the idea,
and this but twagébks after the death of J.F.Ke In 1964 the Harren.fommisuion came
dowﬁ/%our square behind tha¥ finding (sic)."
is ever since th énifliorman meiler has, tioo.
But again he flaunts his ignorance of reality, of the well-establbshed of'ficial facte.
Lhis is also to say of all those ¥BIL reports to which - gffered him free accesse

'he IPeBel Was;Aog\tho first to enaodrgs the idea" of Uswald as the lone assassin,!

\
which 4yhagrns to be the 1995 basis i lHailer! s Os&a%é=HT'Oswald s Tales. y/thuut it he
has not even an excuse for a booke. Without it who gives a dyan about Oswald and his life
in the Usswel

Ldea

The I'BI was t > fir -0 "endorael 4he 44 S AP
Th 1as not the first to “endorse" the diea because it invent ed that "ideae!
b
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(The #BI uses this file classification for hiding its records on its lobbying,
polite and not so polite blackmail, its records on the media and people in it, copies
of loover's correspondence and otherﬁécords it claims not to keeps. It never searches
for any records in these 94 files claiming that they are only research matterg and zbﬁggpig
not relevant. L?,tha Tield offices the 80 file classification is used this waye The

&0 file classification is for "Leboratpry Research Matters." In thé fhd field offides

all such records are filed in the mein files of the case in which they are relevantd#)



29

‘/—‘—7
the I'Bl's sainted founding @ director, Hoover, made izvup all by himself and then
—H ) = ————
he saw to it that/?vf\\“és recox&jed for psee—psit posterity. One such place in th ERI's
¢isclosed files is Hoover's note-taker's port on the interview he granted William

- 3 b4 . . N 3 .
manchester while he ass preparing¢ eto write his Camelotization of the assggsination,
]

The Dgath of a I_’_I_‘_gsiden't,/ Barper & Row, 1967) The original of Cartha DeLoach's June 4,

. i/
$OETF 1964 mz%to is in one o those mysdrerious FBI \;/classification Bilese That classi-

fication is for "Crime Yecords," which most of those lmown files certg_jnly are note
- /g
4s best I an make its 94 number out from the copy & have from the FBI's e JIK

assassinat fon file, 62-109060, it ap;%ars %o be 94-4@/68-522ﬂ qy-Y§¥§ sz
34 , —
While Hoover was vorying hiz@u:alf P into a hysteria that lasted for several wecks

becsuse he feared that the FBI's and ;#LL») reputation would be ruined forever over the

assassination,, within two hours of the assassination +the Arny's gince-~disbanded

S—
% 112th domestic intel,igebce unit in Laxze Texas Put out the story that Oswald was

a red who had defected to the USSR,
That was all Hoover necded to solve his problem that he had created with all the

publicity about he and his FB. aligys being on top of every crime. ‘e ordained g; Osu:ld

the lone Hed assassina and the WFBI hag not since in arw’tay abandoned that fiction of

/

label Oswaldes a ¥Yom unisty
S Yommunist and anti-USSRy

Hoover's instant creation.
“oover and bis FBIL began the campai
Snowing ad did that “swald was both anti -Unitoc

(I brought Oswald's politics to light in my 1965 book, Whiteussh, the Yeport on the

‘vlggreng_qgg_r_t ; parﬂcularly on page 122, from the Commission fecord.sﬁbta_M(ed
by and gone over for it by the FBI, In NEVER AGAIN! there is more on how this Hoover
fiction :got sterteds) It sinultaneously labelled him the lone assassin.’ »o in all
particulers Hailer is his usual insccurate self.

What Mailer is perhaps refer-ing to J{ he had anything other than what he had
been told in mind is that on Yecemb.r 9, 1963, wiich was 17 duys after the assassination,
the five volumes of the report iyndin Joynson ordered of the FBI reached the Commission,
For a week before that the FBL had been Lloaking its contents when only the FBL wgs in a

oo’
position to@'ﬁ\c o,
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It also is typical of lailer. He neither knows nor wants to know whas is true
because he much prefers what is not true. In order tp s/é.:ﬂr Rhat is not true he hadl
kept Pimself in a state of determined ignorsnce. Not knowing o thinﬁ about what he

Y
is writing about he then makes it upe When he makes it up it is consUent with what he
{
wants to be rather than weth what is. Once he mskes up what he wants to be regardless
of hod/untrue it &8 is it becomes the reality to him no matter how obviously incor-

rect it ise This is b?l’c one of innumerable illustrationse.




In hig next paragraph “siler has another blooper. le ggys of the House assassins
comnittee that =hew its life was not extended by the bongress and "Instead, the Depart-—
ment of Ju:sdcice(‘—%;-was handed its files." Ww M W Tf/

T2t could not have happened without it being vobted by the full &nouse membershipe
The House standing rules require that all unpublisher records of all committee's be
kept secret for 50 years. ?V'V {“CW W\"'/Z Wﬂh /4\ 72/47

411 the lcuse :ssassins gave the Vepartment of Justice was the scientific work done
for it on smay+ analyzing sounds on recordings of the police radio broadcasts of the

\

time of the\%/sassz.ndtmn.'l‘he comuittee had already made that work njﬂpubllc. Wthen the
artment of Justice asked the FBI to do tkst new scientific wﬁkﬁﬁxﬁed. So, recorded

in a gleeful memo by the guy who got the bright idea, it was referred to the Wational A

dcadeny of Science which, the cause of the glee, is oulside the Ireedom of ILaformation

——
and # and thus no assassination devil secking scripture could get it fron the NAS,

\.![jenaft ter more rambling and vacuities about f{astro, the Mfa—aif l‘-xfia, "mague

e}ephants" and "ballet dencers and more conaaptméo ‘bout Mailer's invention We Viash—
N ~

ington / Club, he gets back a hlllnble nou or less anyway, 4o “tone's movie. said

"hen Ql:mr Stone charged in full peatopy panoply with all his filmwking
teams and
quipment into the valley of assascination enlightenment, there were heavy guns

enplaced on the righT, and on his lei‘f vere all the inflamed rugtas assassination

buffs, They had been auork:i.nﬁr in relative soii’tude for decades, laboring on in the
private, inspired and isolated hope that one day they would uncover the mystery and
be reknovwned forever.

%ﬂ’r‘_—‘lm ?/ere was only one who is a witic and who publiely pposed said a

vord critical of the movie. 4ll the %’Imrs who could beat a path to ‘S.tone's ﬁoo:x'band
4 o

rWose who could not innundated him with their notionse fe put not a few on them on his
payroll and depended on them when they knew np more about the actualities of the
assassination thefy Stone did.

after more cracxs at uLis "buffs" and further displays of his ignorance in sceriously

wderstating the published Ptone budget for the novie, he says what is s neanignless, that




d [

Stone had “no e gre;f.t w.’flj_inmw.;f.. o beco.?k/ cmeshed with the najority of assassina—
tion buffs " so he "naturally encountered trouble with both flgnks," Mn /o /~/
&

IR ;. Jt
Mailer is J.Ol‘(‘VCl the nove l.Lu'Cl,l el making it ufs as he )gn-’e— ,(< M /;’Wf
e mued he dgd

It wayp a phﬁk s:,ml impossibility for Stone to "become enmeshe& with the msjority
of assassination buffsib :cause they arc so many and so widely scattered. The fact is that
in preparing his movie he depended on his selection of them. ﬁt had, in fact, a woman
styled his "research coordinator" to be his contact and liaison with thoue on his
payror payroll and thos ez not on 1*/{0’2’1/ /'/ ]m" ’%{ (/M/ﬂ/( M '&)qé// %M /ﬂ7l/7<f/ g

Still noveilizin%*'*ailer adgfed that "some o4 them," his imagincd é{isenchanted buffs
who did not exist,\'were ready to collaborate with the big /lguns of th right."

A}%d lwre,w his gtricle) almost the middle of 3#’, he finally g(ve’ts to
the phony basis he made up for all of his jabberjabber about hdi “ashington Club and
how it got after “tone and his mo‘u{ic;

"’l‘;ﬁe attack began before movie shooting even commenced. George “ardner, the

resident writer on intelligence matteVs for The Hashinmton Post (which is to say the

‘fric—:nd and confidgnt of nany an F.B.I. and C.I.A. man), obtoined s stolen copy

of the JI‘,k seript and did a long pleoe a oy.“ Ytone for the Club on May 1Y, 1991,

et o a7
Not one of those lailer ready to "collaborate" with £§ his "big guns

pi Ao
bf the right did soe existgll,

W
The attock did not begin "before /nov:m shooting even commenued." Before he\rote a
whine 40 U Hefehiacd gt ou

word {,ardner went to Dallag /e as pr ptl‘y anned {rom the

rassy knoll, public pro-
perty, by Stone's private guard_;/ hardly the way to get along with reporter.
. + 34 1 . ;\u/. . : 1
Lerdncr is not and then waf not "the resident\riter on intelligence matters
for the Poste e was its expert on the assassnmtlon.ﬂe was one oif a number who write
=1Ll
T

about intelligence matters and he rarely wrote about the FBI., The Post had its omy

e reporters assigned bt cover th<lC'_fA and the FBL as it and other papers do with all
—tpowerb government agenciese 4nd far from being palsy walsy and the confident of the

PBI and the CIA ewployees involved in intcl ll gence nmatters, _lardn«:rr and the Post were not

!‘\

liked by the B30 FBI., Li regards thePost as "liberal® and “oover instilled hatred of all
Vi



Rather than being "the confidant" of the IPBI, althoush he is of conservative belief

«nd not a liberdl,the FBL did not trust ldim. Yr any other Post reportex/whose names I

—_—

bave seen in its xmmr rccords L haves Or any editor, either. 1ts records hold nasty, )

4111 again, lailer is ignormgnt, make$ to effort to learn the truth, has no
interest in learning it, as with this he could have by a phone call, and instead
makes I all up to suit what he wants to be rather fffan what is, Yo couform with
what he thinks .ould be nice and useful and therefore makes upe

Airty cracks sbeut them,



things he regarded as liberale which wag :zn-tzhzing; to the left 0,6 Genghis Khane
Ay s
Lﬂ/ If Ptone had read Lardner's story with any atttention to i‘ac'{': at all ﬂ he would not
hpet said-indeed, he had no basis for saying - either thet 4ardnor "obtained" a epy—o
of the cript or that it was\a stolen copy" of th¢t script.
ét‘. Lerdner's story does in‘fact credit pe gs his sources It doegnot say tl'mm the

story idea originated with Lardner m@—or Mailer's "the Washington Club.:t'.fmd it didn't.

Ag Yailer would have learned for ginself if hdcared about ut u:m{' thing on paper
P

other thanvwhﬁy what he mm}s to be v ardless of 10V untr;uc mzw long as lailer
,__,.ZLW 44 oA
likes it, no matter how false or Wmoorm " y be)
V( it a7 ), Vm %fheﬁ% 77%\

his publisher who for the n@bst part seem to & onlg about money Jirmst=bt—rFact. { 7

yon

/f. Like I Mailer ®tone kmous the value of p%licity and knom‘/ﬁow to get it, as /‘failer

doese S0 before he started shooting his film he announced that it would be on the sssassi-
nation, that in it he would "record their history for the people"amn and tell them in it
"yho killed their President, mwho why and hows"
}..)‘ —— - —~—— .
S tone also announced that his moveie would be based oh ‘Gelew former lew Ureleans
district attorney Jim garrison's bwk,_@n_t;hg‘wigsassins ( .which is the
olfe ttall dbragic J}.ﬂl never took) and on Jwmn Marrs Crossfirefle “arrs book is not even
on the assassination, of which he had never tried tbﬁarn anything in any event. It
<)
is on the so-called "theories" and 01;1 what he took firom Peru‘bones, who callled them ﬁh
L//
"the mysterious deaths." Marrs rztba:eé.—é that "the convenient deaths'Pewt he not only
uhom met oM Ut ot - i
t¥lated them as myse: /myuteilouj d by the conspiracy, he wea—b put an asterisk on THIUW
Mo
bhs‘bimt were nost my Sterious. 4nd poor #llarrs could not even get that silliness
(7~
straight.It is overloaded wity factual evrors even about the trash that ¥ is/Aubject
matters
a Oy/ February 8, 1991, and that wes two months before Stone storted shooting,
I weote hinm at considerable length. In at least 4,000 word I explainéd to him, assuming

he really wanted to film their history for the people and wegnted to put the truth on film,
(7

o o Vg
how he could not do that with garrison s boock. % 2

7

-

N
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1
election—#ren two of Grrison s staff closest to him is that he vas about to pull
another insanityc/%a- would have reacted much more against him andanyone who did
i

not agree with the official ssasgination mythology much more than happened when in less

than an hour the jury that believed theved had been a conspir:cy '4) assassinte JFK

alleged
gequitted arrison's sole TivinmgyGonspirator, Clay ?h;z{.
Louis Ivon was a regular New “rleans polic mTEﬁ#?ﬁs&ge-bm assigned to the DA's
%L

office as its chief :mveé“tn.gator. ouls was tl%ollege earning a degree inawrinminalist-
ic% Andrew Sgeunbra, whose nickname was "™00," was the assistant D& who Yarrison

had spend more time with him than any ol the otherse From them I lsrned that Gerrison

had cooked up wemsesmrEks an flidentification” of the actual grassy Z\ oll assassing

and that he was g@‘jngh chgrge them with the shooting to mark tht ¢ assassination

_— Y

arrison had had more in mind but the staff had talked
— Y o 5
him out of all except ¥ his determination to charge zﬁ’dga.r EuegeneZ@*adley and Hobert

%
éee Ferrin with bing the actusl JFK assassins.

e e
Ipr that adventure 7:' Gam*isor} h:-;?/ Fretery puch froz\:ﬁ‘ his € regular staff of
city employees oute -nstead his rizthgt-hand man was the late fﬂ{illiam Wood who used

the neme 8411 Boxley. Boxley was Garrison vestigator for his coming charging of
those he said were the actual JFK assassing.
®elling me they and the others on Ga.rfc't'lson's regular staff could do no more than
tikey hady Ivon and Stiaubre asked me to %é to talk garrison out of it.
I had then been on a long trip that had me #aw from home for a full moimrthe
I told then after I xg%e and did a few things I 4 had to do I woul%etum and try.
I lcnew, and I knew that “arrison had to know, that Yerrin had killed nimself in //.ﬂw"

p?wl 2ol
Kabout 14 months before Garrison said he was one of those who killed Kennedy. + figured

that migh be a tought oneel éxpected less tnouble with Ga:c-riszon'szre.dley mythology. tle,
Wﬁf vt
lustily assisted ,\by Mﬂ:ﬂk Lane and then by ‘those scattered "buffs" of Mh Hajlers

E

what-he was sayimey had announced that

Bradley had been "identified" in those total irrelevancies of what were known as "the

“ealeb/} Plaza tramp picturcs."



iw i .Q( d ;
As I write this another of those tramp fictions is about to apvar as s book. ;Z;r

b debunking of the essence of thaf cemsete concoetion long ago had no effect unless

g

fghe man and wife team of writers changed what they had written to work, around the

P o

crificismiéruxgte. The general ideq is that Oswéﬁlu vas a police ii who "talked"
and exposed a gunrnnning conspiracy. Uhat the alleged sou?ce:—ﬁf-gne of those winos,
had denied it the year before on coast-to-EEE'coastq&aceaa* TV did not discourage
the authors of' their publisher.

There is always a fertile imagination to invent meanings th:t do not exist if
there is fame or money in it

The fantasies woven around thoi7&n$22;nt men probably will never end.

These maleup artistsFind their art easier if they do as lailer did, see to it
that they have no knowledge of the crime itself, especialiy no of the estab%élhed
evidence in it, the officigl evidence.
That the Dallas police had dislosed the actual identities of those men several
i e . ~ _ o o ; ‘
years a ecrlier kmk made no differencd. One of the few critical comments about my Ease
Upen was by a self-important Ilichigender who lives theories for all the world as though
they are the reality. Hijﬁriticism vas that = had not dealt with those tramps the way
‘ - U
he belicved they should be dewlt with,qs hmving some eph%?ial connect on with the crime.
In his phony concept L shguld ﬂ even have identified them. For Abt doing thet he did
critize me. That the; had no relevance rmade no difference to hin and to the other
assassintion nuts who want unreality accopted as reality and irrvelehace 4 be me treated

and qecepted as relevant.

N



44

Eveﬂktﬁ-me I debunked é—ﬁew t\identification" and 7.4er interpretation of those
pictures that had nothing at all to do with the sssagsination, still new "identifications"
vere made up, more childishly unreal assassination explanations came :Mto existence and
wer@ ¥ widely distributed more or less underground, and even special names were
given to those men who verg photographed gbout an hour and a half aftér thesssassinstation o
w%: po]fé%'1 ﬂed them,f)ast the Yexas Schoolboook D;z'{oﬁ. tory ﬁullj ing in which Oswald
worked and ﬁom which the I‘BI and th Pommission said all th&zm@#&e;ﬁ;ed—a& the three
admitted shots fired during the assassinations I expected less thouble with that onee

OUne of those three winos, which is what they were, wgs even called "Frenchy" because

his r%npled clothes were said to have a French cut. H'e was also "identified" as Lyndon

Jo}'@?onys farmn managers i
k> ° i
I asked Iv:yé Jo give me two sets of those pictures wheN in a few , W L;wo/‘{ﬁd
MotST G

f return on my way to W€ airporte LIt was a Saturday afternoon. ‘von had cne full set
and one incomplete set, /;j[e also had for me the two plain envelopes I'd skied him for that
Would hold thase 8x10 prints without m‘g.’l’ At the airport I addressed the eb’vek}opes
to two former FBI agents with whom I had a friendly relationsip.With each was a hasty

5 of
note vwiritten on a? pages from the ndtebbok I carried. %Lsked each to invggfigate those

pictures and tell me what they learned about them as soon as they coulde

Although L did not know ‘i;hé results of it then, when six months or so earlier one

~

@f those men figured in what was s¢id to be #E;/mnu for the killer of (,Q;-Martlrl Luther
King, Jre, I bad put the FBI in a position that left '&t little choife bub to inbefddeza-
te those picturcse

Neither of the men + asled to make the investigatjon for me knew I'd asked the
other. Bach phoned me with the results within a few days. Their .re/oorts coincided in
all details. When ten yeurs later L got the FBI's result, they differed only in placing
those innocent winos a little érther from the scene of the ferime.

df“dgr the assassination the 7L})olice shook the entire area down. When they got
sputh of the triple underpass that is to the west of ’cuc/':‘QB TSBD, three bridges that

carried ag vast xpanse of railr§0\d tracks across the confluence of Elm, Main and “ommerce

&
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His "boys" louis put on this were exocrienced, veteran investigatorse. Seme were
my age or oldere I remember that it was Frank 1-’Ieloch§/ vho brought me the records of
{
Perrin's admission, J\r,{ dtificatbon mlm:a.;ath from Charity Hospitale I tuink but I
ik Apets - wh

am not cef’uai af‘/ @Mrowht me the morgue books ‘Lhere as in most placed the norgue

bouk Jef‘/ ledger-like but of different d::.nenpa. . I1, :Lneu, a sewed biNding and

J;Vg’w handwritten dith the nameériﬁh% order of the /x%%. It is not easy to fake the
[t one il it lasn atloned

morgue book mthoutm still have xeroxes of that page and of the Charity

Uogpital records.

\
W'MM// v
The "boys" brought me and more, all L'd:ssked for.
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St Hhear -

/’{he;\/ foundnthose three unfortunate xmet genzling cheap wine was inside a parkel/ railroad
'boxcar that was not attzched tQ anything at either ende. EE was parked gult on the tracks
behind the @ntral annex Post g’f;ﬁ"'ce. I;ts address is 217 ~outh Houston Streets That
Iﬂ:ant $i:t those men were more than a block to the west of the scene of the aime and
more than two blocks te the south of it.

The only way for the police to walk them out was to walk then%back north more than
tuo blocks on those tracks, acrogs the triple underpass and then to tie east, past the
front of the T53D, The plaza was /l full or people and news photographers. The photographers
wore sho‘:ting picture of anything that moved. ﬁms there were those "tramp pictures."
I do not teke time for a full account here. It is written in the long,unpublished
manuscript I have written with the working title Ingide the JFK Assassination Industry.
When I returned to Hew Orlcans Ivon was as/good as his worde ﬁé had copies of each
of\ the few reports Boxley had written for 'éa:crison. They both preferred for those
.'cep(();ts to be verbal whene\g? that was possiblee A5 he said he would, h;%nt the boys,"
his rogular police criminal investigators, o/t to get whiatever I asked i‘or. None of
A e e A e
vhat addressed any reality waes in tTh® paper 7‘1oo;xéaadw "investiga
M.C%ith Perrin a suicide, for example, 'i:heraézha%c}l to be hospital records and an
@ry in the morgue book along with police recurd's.\é‘/ "Yhe—poysHbrovugitt me—ati—of
thate 85 - There was no ques‘f' ion at all about it, %errin had taken poison and a full
set of officiql records existed, fj:cords éérrison had not asked Boxley to get and that
Boxley had not gotten on his owne
It took a little mo¥e ;chan a very hard and disagreeable week for me o comple;; the
long report I gave Sciambrs on e Saturday eveninge I had atigched to the ribbol&/copy those
records "the boys" had fotten for me. b—least—one—oi +hem was older—tham L and I was
—then-glmestt0-years old.

1 . . . l( . "
The cute part, if the word can be used for something as grim as faking a solutlon

. : 5 : 4 5 ; : 2
to the assassination of a Tresident and chr,o'.x.np two innocent men with the actual shooting,
b%how 61 TY.S0Y uk:\.rted ac::mﬁ the certain fact that perr:.n had killed h:unselg mov¥ than

L AR askedosn o

n said he had done his part ofuthe ssassinatiin shootinge
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A& think that although he enjoyed doing tiat story, ‘L'm;\ner enjoyed most what
ioll/‘m_n‘ the appearance of his story Stone yanked from the script and the £ilm,

btonp' s coauﬁj% on tn sceript was Zachary Silar of New York. Sklar had @® been the
i WM’%
editor on Uurrlson 8 b ok« S0, supposedly Skler, like & arrison, was an expert on the so-
called Garrisen "case.g"

David Perrie was armson s third conspirator, Ferrie was well known as a strange
anc. very eccentric homosexusle When he lost all his hair, as 4 published in Os Osua ld in

lew Orleans, he had gone to ny ifate vrother-in-law /(J ack Kety. Jack eraecis practised in

Covington, a small town across Lake Pontachartrain from New Orleans. Ferrie had alo-
paecia. ihen he decide to treat himself it 2= turned into alopae%.c totalis. 1t was
well and internationally know that not only did Ferric not hale a hair on his bedy,

4,&10 also wore outlandish wigs of his oun making.

(

“lds was well-known igternationally but not to Sklar or to Stones Ot fo 710‘/\“}0\4’

In their seript they have some baddies putting pressure on Ferrie by holding his
I RN 2
head in a toilet bowi: b&r‘ e hajr
If lailér read Lardaner's stc{ﬁ-y, end he does quote it, he knows this story. He also
knows much that sexy Hardner spoofed. M‘e certainly kmew that it did not required thex
his "Washington Club" to (ee a story and a very funny one in what L gave lardner.

Stone also knew, because L told him, that
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“az;,‘lson, who had q feeling for little touches,as does lailer, {(r}xde up the

story that the conspiracy, working so far in advance of the fes. .LJc,nL s assassination,

had killed an unkudn Venezuelan se who had no friends in the cowntry and would not

2/ lhwoe o Ladatite: W UM,@
be mised or = caus any official inves stigation, and then they had buried this

3 ] Y u ‘ pottt t'
seaman under ‘err:m;(s name. { errin in the Garrison mythology du%y add affirned by Boxley,
o . L
said that Perrin had 'thereaf{:er thrived as a lJlLlPJ._‘T@SZ%%'I writer using the nam/Starr.
N
Boxley had added details to this carecr thgt ﬂ""ar%son had just made upe
) . a@

When Sciambrs gave “arrison my report and its aﬁﬂaohed docunentation ‘:‘rrison was

boxed ine ; 3 Was no Mﬁ%& to f:Lre hjmselfs Nor was he about to admit that he had
he ialt Bozc,ly 3

-l /W/VM% /
titions coo he presg release, he 1ss‘(cd =ad
4 Mﬁ/ W A/f*awg [w( v?L (=N 440“/4‘

o, he,fired P~
/}W"‘éf "W ¢ ML /#DWI/J/W/ MV}%N

M
I ypovided “tone with a full acount%:/;ratlonahty with some documenta-—
tion,. L offered to agnwer any questions he had, prov:id,e more documentation, and 4 even
offered him fq;ee acces to all the I'BI records I had by then, a’bout a quartef/,‘r/éf a
million pagesﬂf ﬂ\/lfh,

There was, of cpursc, nuch more than this in what I sent stone but for our present

—

purposes it sufficese.

R ) i . o
Ptone did not respond - knew he had gotten my letter because his so-c]alied

Vil ke RUSCon ),
%scarch coordinato: '"Kpﬁ&fﬁ tell how glad they were to have it«W 24 %/‘W o
£ wis Addbesoe b Yy s0 2 MWW/W

WVhen two months passed without ady response from Stone + phogﬁa &rdner and offered
him the storye ﬁe came Up. Ho vent uhl‘O gh my file on that prevented gtrocity and my
fwt}mt had one thé jobe I then ha}‘ded him the reript that had been given to me,

A 5 o
/‘f wller éﬁ.—bﬁd the 2 Line that it vas ;1 "stogln" _tript from B “tone, who had
o dud YA
Just made it upeBul it suited lMailer's purposes)so he used it as his own inf ‘ormatione
In fact it was one of the innumersble copies Stone had himself given out to get all the
he needed ranging from funding to technical : sglf'*andze to actors anu,éctr )SSEeSe
A — M . . : )
/ then ur-.:s;;zéz for me to drive oul o Yrederick and I had not since 1977
it was an obvious il;lposs:i.bili'i;vﬁ'pr me to have gone to follywood and stolen thot scrupte

Lt likewisc was impossible for me +to have been wavhat mailer says I was, an
Z.
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EVer=with Hailer and his bookrli/i;;nores them there gre two basic questions: was
QSwald an aSS&S:‘j-:i.nF and L‘és there a consvir cye. Wilth the crime never investigated
?.fficialiy there is no probability of ever solving ite But therc is the official evi-
denece and it prowes beyond question that the crime was beyond the capability of any

one shouters On this basis alone, there was a canspiracy. So all that cheap prejudicial

V)
&
nonSenes dgggiigned to prejudice and to be a substitute to for@k;evidcnce reflect the

L

ba.nkrupt? to which Mailer-loweréd himself in assuming what makes a real difference

o)
80 he has that as the bhasis for his book. Nobody would care at all about Oswa\lﬁ., would
never have heard of him, if he had not beer accused of being the asssassine

/ A\
\
Instead ke resorts to this prejudicial nonsense as
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adjunct of his Washington Y1lub of the right n its attack on Stone and his movies. énd I
was all alone on the other sidee.

But without phoning me to ask me a single question aboutl any of this when Lzrdner
(N .
n

with my agrgement fully identified me(as his source, Mailer in his long canx[paigm/ito

prove that hist%y is the same as fiction an/ that they both lie said of the foregoing,

"Phe mgéuscriot was s{fﬁgliLed tollardners" (4 page 128)

[
Jith his pwn coming mytholory of st-zald.}m the assassin to justify Hailer also

wrote of “tone,
’q\lﬂ "He has not made cinematic history,ménd indeed 7’6 hell with that! He 9‘
\/\Mu has dared something more dangerous’ ¢ he has entered the echoing halls of the largest gf/
paranoid myth of our tine -~ th: undeclared nat lonal belief that John Pitzgerald *ennedy
Va’ -| was killed bypthe concentrated forces oi malign power in the land. f t is not only the
unspoken myth, but our natimonal dbsession..elo we descend into paranoia or suffer the

tediwe of an apathy that tells us we will never know and so may as vell accept the theory

Oswald as the lone killer?"

o
L)

P . Ihel"e j;/moro of this ucky ugl%atui‘i‘ but there is b need for it. lailer carries on
as 1 guote him abovc;’lr}condemmtlon of all those who di$ agre?’with the official my%;holog;y@

e fights his way to the end of this self-denunciataion and self-@xposure. This is how
\
P B . N . . B . ~ . .
}3& weigdes writes of wigt is to be the basic ezss.umipf;sswnptn.on of his coming 0.5)3;4‘@.18
T : "

Ly, that Tale, tha} wsmitwas the lone assassing

/”-r‘ "Several generstionSahev sswewn alrcady grown up with the mi\rjfg-stultifyimg
| ~
( ” nyth of the line assassine"
&

Uithout this "mind-stultifying myth of the lone assassin " “‘ailer would have

had no book at all.

—

Sg#n ot least as he spoke of idmself, )V( ailer was on the kak mark when he told those
RAN sisa 3 & Pawmew & h | KT . T 1 o . )
hefitroy majors at tenn thafWisjory is the same as novels bocause both are fiction; and
, ) R 4 , .
that novels and higstry both liee

#Hllo man cvery trued horder to prove it —of himself'- than Norman Hailer,
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“an.le&/ the be=Pulitzered noveld twfed hootopain having Sqid that novelsist. and

lf}':ﬁ\toriams béth lie and that l",istroy, too, ig lies,w}(lave done no more ter prove
this pointe But he did. \ e gilded the Hly 1ily he iave—tmed invented.

Barlier we quited Will Stewart's intervie: of hailer when he was in Moscow working
on Oguqld's ,filql}u%%rt's story is full of details of what those who /fncu 6swald when
he was in the USSR told “ailer =.boui, him, ﬁe named three of them to Stewart. Stewart!s

+ / ‘/ 75
story was P.\AbLished in the ‘nt-.;:rna‘i;:i.onal Bxpress for the week of J‘m’l;% Z‘JZ'Y

baile and Iils publisher wanted ull the free publicity *hea could get and they had
no spefial concern about how they got ite So, The Chicgo rT’rbbune dispatched its
James P, Gallaher to Minsk, Yallaghe: has a record tiat Hailer's p}Zbli.shcr nust love

because o. the wgy he ooohed and asshed in ecstacy ovex}'.k:rald Posner's most deliberately

v > - . » - - "_—.___‘__—_'
dishonest of allferious sssassingtion boolks trmgmesyx later that year.
/

C!;zllagher's puff job foy}‘ill'ailer and Random House apyared in the Uhicago"z;lib,un_,eis
January 27, 41993 issue.

in short, Gallagher and Stewart were writing about the ssme Mailer to whim each had
only recently spokene The 'l";;ib's story ol more than a column 371 length is headed,
"Literati probing Oswald's days in Minsk" That puts Mailer in the plursl and between hix

what Gallager and Stewart wrote, that is what Ugllailer igs more than one person,

LS COomLng

Gallagher quotes Mailer as telling him "hé® was worlcdng ona o book on szald/ but /f
deleined to be more specific. ""I never discuss a book I'm working b on, because it. I
micht jinx mys:lf " he x{qg{otes Niailer as tellipg him,

he o a i . .

+his is the same ‘-g.ler who at thet very time had given the “ritesh reporter gll
he used about those people he named who had known Yswald told lime

It remains to be seen whether Hailer jinxed himself. I tidnk he did. But not as he
sold ﬁalii_'zghcer. by commercializing and exploiting the JFK assassination when ho was not

ui'@ to the work responsible writing required and instead b adopted ‘u()hg of'icial mytholgy
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m"thout question as as his personal "given information" of which he spoke as we quoted
hin carlier.
Soif Iinsk, L‘}'3.1;z:tgher had no *i;roub\,e finding those Stewart cuotad by name,whether
) Al
the Warren report. ]j named

Wy

Lhoush Mi.nslcls for any reporter to find and 25AA01 themn wer-e unwilling to talk,

w . - R -
or not that J‘."u/\morely cgincidences “11l one nuodeg/] \.é@w“

i/ laileer, for all the world as though that makes a book,
Gallagher quoted some o them at Jengthe e
( ’ .
Pavel /ﬁgjae Golovachev who had worked at the ¥ radwop and TV 5@4//;{ vith @;walu,
- J
told ualia{;her "Mailer paid him 550 for an interview."
Lt sé%is to nave been a ge minor industry in lMinsk to get paid for talking about
! o2 e G ) . tng i
the “swald they knew. 8‘1:@liagher quotes g olovachev as telling him,
x ; . v TINCIT IR p—"
"As the old 4—sat suying soes, 'Thank ﬂtet you' is fine but it docsn't

put vodka -en in the glass or butlter on the breads"

quoted in
s . - - - O I . . - - q .
2t Er1-1@t Litovets,moked <y Stwmxrtxiw Stewart's article, and a biology pre-—

=

essor nov,told “allagher,
"Norman “ailer wel § hore tosee me. .ee When he offercd to pay fo' an intere

. - e o i A . $ it as e TS R = deald"
,,LOU./ view I suggested a very bigh pricee We are now negotiating, trying to make a deal.

Checkbook journalism? # ell no, “ailer as the diligent investigative reporter per-

fecting our history.

— G . s
Cintrary to the official mythologzy about Oswald,litsweksxiwyd allagher reportse
that "Those who knew Uswald best ge merally spesk highly of bim," except as a lazy

- e B P " . X3
prt'ker'i This is no comiort To the oleclad and wnofficial mythologizerse &s “eonid g/twf <

[ e ovid TSaguw/rov)

Pee PaifUARAV altagher quoted—nin,

T =l But regardless of their personal
— opinions of Oswald, almost all of
{ those who knew him do not believe *
J/ he killed Kennedy, as the Warren -
W i Commission concluded, -~ = 7+,
) / - “Oswald shoot Kennedy? Come "

&\ on!” Tsagoikov exclaimed., “Oswald

could not shoot at all. I went hunt-

( /g ing with him once, and when he saw

a rabbit, he got so flustered he shot

S up in the air. There’s no way he was

capable of the precise marksmanship

it would have taken to hit a moving
target from up in that building.” -~
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It surely does appear that what tough-man Mailer was paying for was given miay
free Yo otherse

/Desi):zﬁte his "decision" that ?Osx-iald\as the agsassin f‘[aller did agree to be the

amfual assemblage of those who steadfastly refused to believeW
e

keynoteywpeak Tor the

wo T oy nAe
at their gather in “allas to mark the saniverssss assassination anniversary in

1993, llaybe he pasn't talking about his book and risk jinxing it when he did thate
Haybe it did not # Jinx him when as Michael Dorman wrote for the Mewsday of Noev
“ovenber 20 /4 of that year, he sa id, "Osuald could well have been a lonesEsSHEXIFXK
lkhiller." Dorman also write that g]cﬁler sai&QOswa].d was a cdngenital liar, He lived
for the sheer panache of not telling truths."

Mgiler seems to know that feel[:ing and to enjoy ite

Doué?'mith, writing in the December 1% is-ue of The Hew (@epublic about whé}:{xailer
aaid "in lis keynotealdres? seems to have “ailer discussing his book and saying of

what it says "that Pswvald might have been too crazy to ha%re been _Emi;loyed by the CIA,

€ afpble other
FBIL or the Russians - but because those agenclics were was \cup! of g0 many crimes, 4

‘ ,@Eh
eee a fUll investigation of Oswald iould have opened/a can of worms#, the lone nut

theory had to be etched in}’/tone."
lMgiler of Mailer: his lone nut Xjex “heory etched in ofiicial stonee
|

» ‘ [
“eiler's publisher had no fear of jinx&ng the book. Thie item appeared in ‘ewsday

? of Ucatober 5, 1994 under the heading Mailer on Oswgld:




Norman Mailer’s next book has the

| working title of “Oswald in Minsk,” al-
though Random House publisher Harold
M. Evans says he wanted to call the book
“Oswald’s Ghost.”

Either way, it promises to expand
mightily on what we know of Lee Harvey
Oswald, the presumed assassin of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy in 1983. Mailer’s
“portrait of deviation” (Evans’ words)
draws on the author’s fruitful visit to
Minsk, where the local office of the KGB
obligingly laid out the files on Oswald

 that it amassed when the American defec-
tor was living in the city with his Russian
wife, Marina. The trove included tapes of
- bugged conversations between the couple
and helped swell Mailer’s book by a third,
to an expected 800 pages.

“The KGB’s contribution to literature
is to give us the way Oswald talked in
Minsk and the way Marina talked in
Minsk,” Evans said. The bugs tuned in on
marital spats, for example. “It’s amazing
stuff. You don’t hear Oswald saying, T'm
going to kill the president.” You hear a
man, coming home, who’s an American,
who’s got his own hangups, talking to his
Russian wife. It’s amazing. It’s Dos-
toyvs‘ : "’

"~ . . ] R R -

ong in hi§ greve, Dostoyevsly will not complaine Bub when ! read him and about him
+ do not recall him paying grown women to say that when they were young they kissed
an Usv.1d but did not go to bed with hime Org that the secret police of his day about

whon hewote as Mailrer does notwité in Os wald's Tall

Mo A s = el

opcned their files to hime

Z%L That, accerdoing to Evans, who does not mention that the KGB had done that earlier
and @veral times, including to ABC-TV News which tclecas{;riétionally what it £ und
of interest in those filese, is the "KGB's contribution to Zfer literature,¥® what Leec an
and Marina Oswald, young ncwii?yvzed, gaid to each other in the privacy of their bedroom
that was picked up by the KGB's bugs.

That is Literature?

That vizs Dostoyevsky?

If it regg.y was "amazing" to Random House's top executive it remains to be seen
A

(V3
Wither B he was prescient in preferring the title, "Oswald's Ghost,"

“hich is the “swald of Mailer's Talem.



