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ny, Manta Na r bo Dost vies 

(jidver Stone's aagal hit the movie JFK Was, an instent threat to Nailer's coming 

were Se 

  

/ 
= 4 : . gsald's Tales/ailer therefor was as critical of it as he ached be in his seven=page 

; 8 et ps: siti s Vans hs . y a article in the VanityAfair dated “ebruary, 1992. 

Magazines are distributed priot to their date of issue. And JFK was not in the 

theaters until the end of 1991,Mailer therefore wrote his piece no later than as soon 

. & Sa . a . oe . . as the movie appared. Because in his aiticle Mailer wondered whether JFK would be the hit 

it became immediately there is reason to believe that Mailer rushed this article, unlike 

  

ow? . his books (which gestate foneer than the elephenwis most are iin size) to #6 zZ be able 

to influert ce reaction go it as much 4 no could with the written word, 

Vanity Fair's title for Mailer's story is of black capital letters an inch high: 

FOOIFALLS , . TIN TL: CRYPT (center both Lines) 

is 

Under itjNailer's name, just as black’ and not quite as large. 

B eneath Myiler's name is @ photpgraph of the Presidential limousine taken fron the 
yin the small type used. in n the story, > 

south side of Lim Street looking toward the ressy knoll, The caption/reads, "President 

    

Kennedy slumps forward, mortally wounded." 

This sets the tone faithfully? it is in error, érror well known to anyone vho has 

made any study at all of i& either the assassination or the pictures taken during ite 

At that point the President, who had been mortally wounded only an instant before the 

Ficture Was snapped, was, as the feven the picture itself makes clear, not slumping 

dling fe Ww fallin doen, onto his ife Jackieg we 4 fp 7) Lift da. Me id meeege ; 

fo fall ie this display of ignorance, contempt for fact or both is what next 

File-fizens follows in smaller headline-size type: 

"Oliver *tone's new movi.ey: JFK, has something to alienate every say, fron Esta- 

blishnent theorists to the gamut of conspirgcy buffs...." 
Ava 2 

any Iniliions oF Americans) were not in any way alienated. And “ailer's "gamut of 

cons piracy buffs" rather than being alicnated by the movie, were enthusiastic about it. 

ondyfone person foown as a critic of the official nythology was critical of ME 
Fey os, [ . + U 7 one and } < > 
toe movice He was not "alienated" and he 48 not a buff but a recognized expert. “e is 

 



From Hailer's atlicle itself, from what it says and does not say, for the very, 

very little it contains about the movie itself, the case can be made that “ailer 
critic 372 thy sive eae if 
wrote thie-ertiele wi t thout having seen te. If this is so it puts him in the 

position that would be strange for most writers, if not for him, of witing wher 

about a movie he had not seen. If this is true he also mocks himself in it bofcause 

as we shall see he is inaccurately critical of the Washington Post for criticizing 

vhe movie based in part - and in part only - on the movie's scripte 

this is not unusual for “ailer because as we have already seen what is wrong for 

Avr ah by Meet 
others is right for vaier-fatter, =lagiter-see it and writes and speaks. 

-hether or not it is true, “ailer uses this article to propadandize for his 

uninformed beliefs about the JFK assassination and as advance propaganda for his 

bookf the appearance of which was then three years in the future. 

 



eye eNom: 
liad) a 

NR, “& HU-Gesrmbtiy (YOO Genz, 4655, DUO GYUCMNE), HM, Bertin 
I~ SGN Mi-khai-lo-vich (se my6n/ mi Kui/lo vich), born 1883, 

anh / &." Russian general in 1917 revolution and World War II. 
a ‘ka- . 2\ Odessa: budge! (buj), »., budged, budg-ing. (usually used 

n in N RUMANIA ~ [ - = negatively) —v.i. 1. to move slightly; begin to move: 
y. con- L {. He pressed the starter and stepped on the gas; the car didn't 
6 with a Bucharest budge. 2. to change one’s opinion or stated position; 
ra. 2 < * yield: Once her father had said “no, he wouldn't budge. 
sucovis. (C., —v.l. 3. to cause to move; begin to move: The three of 
s 2 BULGARIA them couldn't budge the rock. 4. to cause (someone) to 

(byao — See eer change “ potion, decision, or stated 
ee =, 43 Beit position: They couldn't budge the lawyer to take the case. 

|. -nia (né a). (in classleal architec: [< MEF" boug(er) (to) stir < VL, *bullicare to bubble, 
ee GeD on a trl tb a len?) r< I freq. of L bullire to nort'] —budg/7er, n. 

eee ae yo ond equiv, to DUdge? (buj), x. 1. a fur made from lambskin with the boukrdni(on) an ox-head, equiv. to I dressed ard, used e asaya Sine toe eel 

sox“ krdnton enanron] Hee eee ee ee eae 
kd6 Reght/), n, Rumanian name of from, Sn. lined pith budge. 3. oe pompous; 

t solemn. i bugee, perh. akin to puparr 
bud-ded, bud-ding. —n. 1. Bol. a. a : . . tonnis 
terminal protuberance on a plant, Budee (buj), n. (John) Donald, born 1915, U.S. tennis 

nentary foliage (leaf player. oe . . . 
imentary inflorescence budg-er-ee (buj/a ré), adj._ 1. Australian. good; fine. 
’ both (mixed bud). 2. pretty. [< native Austral] 

. or rudimentary stem or budg-er-i-gar (buj/o ré giir’), an Australian para- 
2. Zool. (in certain ani- keet, Afelopsiltacus undulatus, having greenish plumage 

inization) a prominence with black and yellow markings, bred as a pet in a 
into a new_ individual, variety of colors. Also, budg-er-ee-gah, budg-er-y-gah 
nently ateached io the oul ip gi’). Also called shell parakeet. [< native 
imes becoming detached; ustra 
any small rounded part, budg-et (buj/it), n., v., -et-ed, -et-ing. —n. 1. an 
*a gustatory bud. 4, an estimate, often itemized, of expected income and ex- 
‘veloped person or thing. pense, or operating results, for a given period in the 
an immature or undevel- future. 2. a plan of operations based on such an esti- 
! mechanic may be a future . mate, 8. an itemized allotment of funds for a given 
i, Also, in bud. 6. nip in period. 4. the total sum of money set aside or needed 
»mething in the beginning for a specific purpose: The budget for the new factory 

building was three million dollars. 6. a limited stock or 

   

    

it: The business recession 
ud. —v.i. 7. to put forth Y,eaf buds supply of something: His budget of good will was running 
isa plant. 8. to begin to of the elm out. 6. Obs. a small bag; poyich. —v.t. 7. to plan allot- 
», 9. to be in an early ment of (funds, time, etc.). 8. to deal with (specific 
ment, —v.t. 10. to cause to bud. funds) in a budget. [late ME bowgell < MF bougette 
vy inserting a single bud into the stock. (gouge bag (< I bulga; see BuLGE) + -elle -EYTE)] 
pray, pod; ehh. fo G CH ageibulle hip, —budg-et-ar-y (buj/i ter/é), adj. —budg/et-er, n. 

al. ow oo ed ries: n a eee Wee budg/et plan’, U.S. See installment plan. 
_ "budgie (buj/é), n. Informal. budgerigar. [pupa- 

formal. 1. brother. 2, a familiar term (erIGAR) + -18] . . 
nor boy, usually when his name is not bud’ muta/tion, a variation produced by a genetic 

iker. [back formation from puppy] change in the bud, such that the seeds produced by the 
oy’s given name, resulting growth perpetuate the change in succeeding 
) tt). hao/ hs sar. . generations. 
do pest’, boovde pest’; Hung. bow ud? scale’, scale! (def. 3a). , 

CK bud?’ sport’, a sport resulting from a bud mutation    

  

       

f Hun- 
‘al part, Sige ANS or bud variation. 
River: Oa! pbud/ stick’, Hort. a shoot of a plant from which 

mm two Kul buds are cut for the propagation of that plant. 
bank of ile bud’ varia/tion, any variation in a bud due to 
da and y changes in either or both its genetic composition or 
on the ' environment, such that the resulting flower, fruit, or 
807,299 shoot differs from others of the same plant or species. 

4. Bay" Bud-weis (Ger. bddt/vis), n. a city in W Czechoslo- 
a boys yvakia, on the Moldau River. 67,944 (1963). Czech, 
sca/ Geské Budéjovice. 

foe Bu-ell (byoo/al), n. Don Car-los (kiir/lds), 1818-98, 
ein Union general in the U.S, Civil War. 

3s Mann. — 4945 
), bdo/- eae (byd0/na), n. a town in 8S New Jersey. 3243 

" called : 
: Gau- Bue/na Park’ (bwa/no), a city in SW California. 
(Prince 46,401 (1960). 
thartha) bue-:nas no-ches (bwe/niis n6/ches), Spanish. good 
Andian night. 
founder Bue-na-ven-tu-ra (bwa/noa ven td6r/a, -tyd6r/a; Sp. 
any of bwe/nii ven t00/rii), n. a seaport in W Colombia. 

howe in 35,087 (1951). 
aE a Bue-na Vis-ta (bwe/nii vés/tii for 1; byd0/na_ vis/ta 
enlight- for 2), 1.a village in NE Mexico, near Saltillo: Ameri- 
Sisdom Buddha can victory in battle (1847) during the Mexican War. 

.) Buddhism. one who. has attained ,2-% town in W Virginia. 6300 (1960 
alightenment; Arhat. [< Skt: awak- bue-no (bwe/n6), interj. Spanish. good; all right. 
e, understand + -ta ptp. suffix)] Bue-nos Ai-res (bwa/nos r/iz,  bd/nos air/éz; Sp. 
(b06d/9 hddd/, boo/da-), n. the state bwe/nds i/res), a seaport in and the capital of Argen- 
Buddha. [Buppua + -Hoop] tina, in the E part, on the Rio de la Plata, 3,240,000 

(b06d/ go yi”), a village in central (est, 1965). 
ia: site of tree under which Siddhartha buen 7s eras (bwe/nés d@/iis), Spanish. good morn- 
tha, 3 BO ay. 
;, boo/ds), n. Hinduism, Buddhism, BUFE! (buf), n, 1. a kind of thick leather, originally 
an intuitive faculty giving increased and properly made of buffalo skin but later also of other 

ss. [< Skt; ef. bodhati he awakes] skins, light yellow with napped surface, used for mak- 

6d/iz om, bo0/diz-), 7 a religion ing belts, pouches, etc, 2. a buff stick or buff wheel. 

lia by Buddha (Gautama) and later 3:,# thick, short coat of buffalo leather, worn esp, by 
a Barna Tapan Tibet “and parts of soldiers in 17th-century Tngland and by American 
idin S that life : full of sufferin > caused colonists. 4. yellowish-brown; medium or dark tan. 

ne t Fhe “way to end. this sufferin , jg 5+ Informal. the bare skin. 6. Informal. a devotee or 
ninent that enables one to. halt fie well-informed student of some activity or subject: 
of births and deaths to which one is Civil War buffs avidly read the new biography of Grant. 

t. Of Rightfold Path, Four Noble He's always been a trolley-car buff. 7. Informal. a 
a Mahe. aia [Buppu(a) + -18M] buffalo. —adj. 8. made of buff leather. 9. having the 

“ ij, —B o} dhis/ti Bud-dhis/ti-cal, Color of buff. —v.t. 10. to clean or polish (metal) or 
ty Jal ly vido ° . 2 aive a aes ie of high lustey to (ulated pouinces) 
Sena) EE with or as with a buff stick or buff wheel. . to dye 

(bd6 dol/a jé, boo-), n. the study of oy stain ina buff color. 12. to polish or shine, esp. with 
.e nature and various forms of Buddha- a puffer: to buff shoes; lo buff a waxed floor. [earlier 

) + -o- + -Loey] buffe wild ox, back formation from buffle < F< LL 
,n. a boy’s given name. Also, Buddy. biifalus; see BurvaLo] —buff/a-bil/i-ty, n. —hbuff/- 
bd6d/-), n., v., -dled, -dling. Mining. a-ble, adj. . . : 

y trough in which metalliferous ore is _—Syn. 10. burnish, polish, shine. 
gangue by means of running water. DU£f* (buf), vt. 1. to reduce or deaden the force of; act 
(ore) in a buddle. [?] —bud/dler, n. asa buffer, —-n. 2. Chiefly Dial. a blow; slap. [late 

1 16%a, bud/lé 0), n. any loganiaceous ME buffe, back formation from BuFrET!] . 
‘us Buddleia, comprising the butterfly bUf£-fa (bO0/fa; It. boofr/fii), n., pl. -fe (-fa; It. -fe). 1. 
after Adam Buddle (d. 1715), English a woman who sings comic roles in opera. 2. Sec opera 

: buffa. [< It; fem. of purro] 

, Over, Order, oil, bO6K, OOze, oul; up, firge; chief; sig; shoe; thin, thal; zh as in measure. 
cus; ® as in button (but/?n), fire (fir), cradle (krad/*l), See the full key inside the front cover. 
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In trem terms of this part of th€ definition, Wailer is very conspicuously less "well— 

informed" than those he tries to put down. be is more ignorant of the fact of the 

crime itself than any of those I know or whose writings I have seen.



so much the éxpert that the Repartment of Justice itself told the # Judge John Pratt 

the federal district court pe the District of ColGmbia that he knew more about the 

assassination than anyone working for the FBI, It made this statement in writing and 

when it represented the #BI ungedle med in which he saed the PBI, C A 15 -2Up 

The word buff was oan} oup resorted to as a putdown of all those who criticized 
anabridged dictionary's 

the official assassination mythologye Random House published Osuala't Tale.Tts; aleelts{definition 

af "buff" ae Mailer and Vanity Vair use it qualifies as impatrials "a devotee or well~ 

informed student of some activity or subject." 

li " a tit 4 5 
AbiUispbis Porhaps as levotees most of those Mailer has in mind and Mailer himself 

can correctly be referrsed to as "bufi's." But most of them and Mailer above almost ail 

do not even qualify for the other part of the definition, VYretiminfornods" 

Nailer never displayed any interst in or knowJedge of the afeavaination te this 

hé is doubly like most of those he sovght t® put down. And like them tem he has no more 

than a . tory about the assassination. Iliis allegation that Oswald was the assassin is not 

even a theory. Lt is an unproven assumption that is disproven by th meat official 
\ 

evidence that is ignored by, Vandy @ Yeir's headline's words,"everyone, from the 

Establishmentarien theorists to the gamut of conspiracy buffs..." 

4ike most of them Mailer is ignorant of that evidence. te tepfnLike some of them ie 

¢ 

kL 
taeix havime come to under: i. some of That the official evidence of the crime it self, 

ofswhich “sailer(preser ef 

wherces hes /po od 
iis prstine state of total ignorancest/ Mi ChIVKE€ Ht lf. 

——— 

By this part of that definition, Mailer is even) betow-bi:s putdown of all others. 

$ (4 le t Intended -putdouny that Ese 

with Sonorence of the establdihed and readily-available fact of the crime, Mailer's 

only credebtials for writing enything at all about it, “ailerr-like he pontificates from 

his imggined 3& Olympus and with a sure instinct for the irt/appropriate that will be 

shocking on vaYious degrees 1 begins to cogse into his suppo@ed subject, that movie. Ghis 

is only after he has held forth for almost a fifth of the length of his article on some 

: 1 * ° 
of “tone ofarlier MOVES $ 

  
   

| "Subjects heroic in scope as J.F.Ke can be as unigi ely suited as a good kill 

et



TA 

He told me he had been given the seript by a New York City Ligeeny agent. 

8 
If there were any stolen copies of that/cript, I have not heard of a weseEL 

OV - 
single stolen-copy. 

Perhaps this is as good a point as any to note that Mailer never once in all this 

long article reports the explicit basis for all those early criticisms of Stone's 

SCLiLpte 

All the publications he names recalled only too clearly Garrison's endless 

excesses. They reported them contemporaneously. They knew also that after two years of 

a con§tant byrage of criticisms of the government in general and of various agencies, 
b 

mostly the Cia fines defender Nailer pie became}yafter all Currisonts claims to 
aud Abid awed a 7 

have his case for a conspiracy in the JI'K assassination } the jury in his case, which 

vediieved that there had been a conspiracy, took less than an hour to decide unanimously 

that @arrison had not proven steak ha wr (itl alt. 

Yet Stone's sorties as did his movie, made a hero of the failed Marrison, the 

Varrison who had for those two years said anything at all that popped into his mind 

without regard for truth, fact or even reasonableness. 

The fact is that the Post reporter was the first to spot garrison's dishonesty. 

Garrison had st.ted publicly ant often that his interest was triggered by a con= 

“So es cS Ee y . . 
versation with “exzter Louisiana Senator@____ _.. Long, who according to garrison, told 

, Ww as 

Garrison of his doubts about the Warren Cbpk that reporter, George Lardner, spoke 

to Tonge Long denied to hin that he had ever had any such conversation with @arrisone 
_—— 

What “ardner then wrote I used on the back cover of my third book on the # assassi- 

nation, Photographic “hitewash: 

"The #e scenario euiding New Orleans District Athomeay Jin Geroison in his 

      

    

investigation of President Kennedy's assassination can be glimpsed in any Dookstore. 

. . . - uo. ‘ so, . 
fT he investigation is “arvison s but the seript apparently started with fravoia 

as 

Weisberg, former Senate investigator and author of A' whitewash" ee. 

Lardner and the Post were not alone in this observation. The prestigeous TImes of 

London, Ufelend, seid the same thing even more explicitly.



STB 

So all the media had ample reason to be critical of “tone for believing a single 

t __ 

word Yarrison et said basing his Wek-—meb movie on it, and to be even 

more vitical of Stone's making a hero of the phony Garrison who deoelbbea and misled 

so many Americans. 

q 
Long as Mailer's rticle iS, much space as faevotes to the hotly irrevelent, like 

pie imagined huntdrs and their game and how they prepared it- if they did - he has 

not a word about the a€tual basis of the actual criticisms ot 8° tone's script.



cant to a tribe of 4 hunters, and if the ize was obtad fod at considerable peril to the 

whe chief fo. hunter, then it barely matters how the meat was eae " 

“hie wonder is that Nailer did not say "if the neat Ye cookeds" 

Nailer potrotohing for sensation and shock without regard to appropriateness. 

44d so a hunt for primitive peoples is lidk a movie. . 

How there was "considerable peril" to Btone, nani but falis short of Saying, 

he did not say because he could not say ite 

It was well-known that there was no “peril” to “tone-that is was not even his om 

OE vas spending lavishly. Hevas using Warner Brothers' millions. 
A 

Making a bad q guess and perhaps reflecting that nerote this drivvel before he 

  

could gee the movie he next says mea wha aos, false (bandant ly before that issue 

of Vanity pair was printed, 

lll "JFK is bound to rYeive some atrocious reviews, Perhaps even a preponderance 

a of unfavorable ones,and as has ne the e¢se already, more than a small outrage has 

of been atoused in the Washington Seon thet is, The Washington Post, Newsweek, Time, 
_the CTA 

the FBI, (the Pentagon, the White House and the TV netseee." 
—_! 

  

How he dragged in the FBI, the CI¢} the Pentagon and the bhi e House only fiailer 

knows because publicly what he says is not truce In fact, what he is talking about began 

attenhn. 
It is safe toassune bhai. the contYoversy started Newsufeelk gave it some Bpase. 

& eet 

with me before “tone even started to shot his movie, two months before then. 

time's later story dependent of the oné for which I was/ésponsi ble in the Post. 

A Tame reportir had been given a copy of the Stonescript, -s + was. He phoned me and. 

spoke to me about why ~ had decided to go public with fPtone" S misrepresentation of his 
A Vol weg (WRfreis % 
Ly obs n nfitiongT did not give him the script he had, cithere 

374 Ma 
So, mailer being Mailer an! so publishable without eer review “hen he Srtonds that es z 

he is weing nee “welng neo writing nonfiction, he was wrong about thd unfavorable Tevet, nost of 

t Lefee GA whyEddo es 
vhe reviewers expr7s et for wh. + [tone did and how he did ie ec age | 

wont about his Washington Club an what got it started. 

48 we slip w@ slide through “ailer's goo we'll return to that script ande as 
v\ Y 

fhet of the<tas Nailer's Washington Club~ which has yet to review any of my sovepy



——— 

pub ished pooks on the JFK assassination - #& i atf/that much part of it or that dear 

to its 

"The Establishment," Mailer continues, has found that UVswald as the lone 

assassin serves a multitude of useful purposes in much ths same way tnat a public figure 

Wraps himself in propriety, Mo matter how greasy his private life 4 bop had a depondate 

political seat." 

Agic cg from whether Halley's Life is "greasy" after gDing through six wives and 

being charged with knifing one of them, he no less than his Estavlishment "found that 

Oswald-as-the-Lohe-assassin serves a multitude of useful DFUPOSeS 6 m 

ay 4, with his indictments right and left as he is Mailer here idnicts hinself. Whether 

of not he was aware of it he here compargs himself with those pliticdans who “wrap then- 

selves iin propriety because, he, like his Estabiishment and his “ashington Club about 

Which ne\bs and he Imew he as nof quite accurate) assumes that Oswald was the assassine 

(Zo here pages 125-6) : 

aft er more irrelevancy about the Senate and the confirmation hearings for reactioary 

not troubling 
P ustice “Honas Mailer compares those hearings with the JFK assassination, het—torbling 

ither his r eaders or his editors at Vanity Bair With any connection @ between them other 

than lies: 

dy 
Ma 

"Dito for the lone assassin. ‘the F.B.I was the first to endorse the idea, 

af\ and this but two\e-ks after the death of J.P.K. In 1964 the Warren Comission came 

    

ji dowyy /foun square behind thay finding (sic)." 

As ever since th éni{Norman mailer has, t: 00+. 

But again he flaunts his ignorance of reality, of the well-establpshed official fact. 

‘his is also to say of all those FBI reports to which + @ffered him free access. 

fhe F.BeL wasted 'the first to endoges the idea" of Uswald as the lone assassin, 

  

which efredins to be the 1995 basis if Mailer's Osmee-Ht Oswald's Tales. “ton it he 

has not even an excuse for a book. Without it who gives a drfain about Oswald and his life 

in the Ussres 

ddl Whoa WwW a of DS a5 le i wee Bae . : > The FBI was not the first to “endorse" the édiea because it invent ed that "4 w x that "ideas!



29k 

(The «BL uses this file classification for hiding its records on its lobbying, 

polite and not so polite blackmail, its records on the media and people in it, copes 

of Hoover's correspondence and ojher jecords it clains not to keep. It never searches 

tor any records in these 94 files claiming that they are only research matterg and Iwas we 

not relevant. 1} the field offices the 80 file classification is used this ways The 

SO filé classification is for "Laboratpyry Research Matters." In the fil field offides 

all such records are filed in the main files of the case in which they are relevant)



2g 

ao 

the FBI's sainted founding # director, Hoover, made iB up all by himself and then 
: hy } = eo” 

r he sew to it that Aes recorfed for p~see-zsit posterity. One such place in th EBI's 
. we 

disclosed files is 4oover's note+taker's eng on the interview he granted William 

manchester while he ass preparing¢ eto write his Ganelotization of the assassination, 

Tha Déath of a President / Harper & Row, 1967) The original of Cartha DeLloach's June 4, 

tO6F 1964 niiiio is in one o: those nysdberious PBI W rancisicntion Biles. That classi- 

fication is for "Crime “ecords," which most of those known files certainly are note 
- AVim 

4s best I an make its 94 number out from the copy 1 have from the FBI's fein. JPK 

_, ,, gSsassinat ion file, 62-109060, it apjars to be a4 42 Tp gI 163-522. GY -US UE See. 

3 iA While “over was worying hidflelt j into a hysteria that lasted for several weeks 

because he feared that the FBI's and fois reputation would be ruined forever over the 

assassination,, within two hours of the assassination the Army's since-disbanded 

Ue 112th domestic intel,igebce unit ii axe Coens put out the story that Oswald was 

a red who had defected to the USSR, 

That was all Heover necded to solve his problem that he had created with all the 

publicity about he and his FS. alwyys being on top of every crime. He ordained B Oswald 

(he lone ted assassina and the Py PBI has not since in any ny abandoned that fiction of 

Hoover's instant creations 
“oover and bis FBI began the campai 
nowing ac did that “swald was both anti -“nireac 

     
        

label Oswaidas a Yom unist;, 
Ss Communist and anti-Usskp      

(I brought Oswald's politics to light in my 1965 book, Whittevash, the “eport on the 

filarren Report, part Deularly on page 122, from the Commission frecords ge obtained 

by and gone over for it by the FBI, In NEVER AGAIN! there is more on how this Hoover 

fiction sgot started.) it simultaneously labelled him the lone assasSine Yo in all 

particulers Mailer is his usual inaccurate self. 

What Hailer is perhaps refering to if he had anything other than what he had 

been told in mind is that on Yecember 9, 1963, which was 17 duys after the assassination, 

the five volumes of the report lyndin Joynson ordered of the FBI reached the Commission. 

or a week before that the FBI had been loaking its contents when only the FBL was in a 
oly 

position oC teak thet.
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It also is typical of Nailer. He neither knows nor wants to know whas is true 

because he much prefers what is not true. In order tg say What is not true he had@_ 

kept Himself in a state of determined ignorancee Not knowing a tht about what he 

oY 

is writing about he then makes it up. When he makes it up it is consi ‘tent with what he 

wants to be rather than woth what ise Once he makes up what he wants to be regardless 

of hod/ untrue it # is it becomes the reality to him no matter how obviously incor- 

rect it is. This is vt one of innumerable illustrations. 

 



se ——7 a0, 4.. LT : 
UY ia i Ten was only one who is acitic and who publieky syesed seid a 

40 

In hig next paragraph “siler has another blooper. He sys of the House assassins 

committee thatwaer its lite was not extended by the Vongress and “Instead, the Depart= 

went of Justice gy was handed its files." al df Ml haffrr i> 

eger could not have happened without it being votec by the full PHouse metibershipe 

The House standing rules require that ali unpubLisheg! records of all committee's be 

kept secret for 50 years. we tre Nog | wr fC )thtor a he 

All the Louse «ssassins gave the Yepartment of Justice was the scientific work done 

for it on as#ayt analyzing sounds on recordings of the police radio broadcasts of the 

time of tho Yeassination. ‘the comiuttee had already made that work 2% public. When the 

| on thea Need) 
aepartuent of Justice asked the FBI to do teet new scientific workjiyvefused. So, recorded 

in a gleeful memo by the guy who got the bright idea, it was referred to the National A 

Academy of Science which, the cause of the glee, is outside the Freedom of Information 

= 

and # and thus no assassination devil secking scripture could get it fron the NAS. 

v —-i a 

Vien. aft ver more rambling and vacuities about fastro, the Mfa—adf “pias “wWigeue 

elephants" and “ballet dancers’ and more oes ‘bout Hailer's invention Ae Viash= 

ington f Club, he gets back a ma 1itile, i or less anyway, +0 “tone's movie. said 

"When Qliver “tone charged in f ull paniopy panoply with all his filme.king 
teams and 

quioment into the valley of assassination enlightenment, there were heavy guns 

    

    
emplaced on the right, and on his Lett vere all the inflemed ragtagz assassination 

buffs. they kaa been awonicing in relative sol trate for decades, laboring on in the | 

private, inspired and isolated hope that one day they would uncover the mystery and 

be relmownea forever. 

word critical of the movie. 411 the ihhors who could beat a path to Stone's food poe 
4 io 

* pose who could not innundated him with their notions. “e put not a few on them on his   payroll and depended on them when they knew ng more. about the actualities of the 

assassination tha Stone did. 

after more cracxs at his "buffs" and further displays of his ignorance in seriously 

understating the published “tone budget for the novie, he says what is 3 neanienless, that
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Stone had Uno pe eregt willingness GO beoolt enmeshed with the majority of assassiina- 
/ 

tion buffs " so he "naturally encountered ‘trouble with both fignks,." ‘ 
: 4 Aum : of 

iailer is forever the nove Listy Berl mri) makin it up as he hes Dat " ve ) vert he. N49 Mik 

The med he wrtyted : 
It way a phsFsical impossibility for Stone to "become vend With the majority 

of assassination putts" be cause they are so any and so widely scattered. The fact is that 

in preparing hig movie he depended on his selection of theme te had, in fact, a woman 

styled his "research coordinator" to be his contact and liaison with those on his 

payfor payroll and aot on gt j/lutn Ne aud “AM hag ptf ilive Wn Tt 4) 

Still rowal lazing, Satine added that "some of then," his imagined isenchanted buffs 

who did not exist,\"were ready to collaborate with the big fevns of th right." 

Aa hard, Heo=enenaiahe his atricle) almost the middle of iG he finally gets to 
4 

the phony basis he made up for all of his jabberjabber about 8 Washington Club and 

how it got after “tone and his moles 

rhe attack began before movie shootin: even commenced. George “ordner , the 

resident writer on intelligence matte ¥s for the Washington Post (which is to say the 

friend and confidgnt of many an F.B.eT. and C.I.A. man), obtained a stolen copy 

of the anh’ script and did a lone neers a one Stone for the Club on May 14, 1991. 

. pet da ae hed 
Not one of those NaiTer Yeady to "collaborate" with & his "big guns 

] ao 
bf the right did soe existfl. 

i 
The attack did not begin "before fnovie shooting even coumarin." Before he\vote a 

Wan. SOY Ue det He Chasdfrttn On 
vord fardner went to Panene A fas promptlyjbanned from the grassy knoll, public pro- 

perty, by Stone's private guards, hardly the way to get along with reporter. 

      

; \U/ 
Lardner is not and then waf not "the resident\riter on intelligence matters" 

for the Post. “e was its expert on the assassination. fe Was one olf a number who write ae 
L 

about intelligence matters and he rarely wrote about the FBI. the Post had its caw 

  

een reporters assigned tg cover tha and the FBI as if and other papers do with all 

-tgoverb government agenciese. And far from being palsy walsy and the confident of the 

FBI and the CIA ewployees involved in intelfigence matters, Jlardner and the Post were not 

M 

liked by the B30 FBI, Lt regards bal ost as "Liberal" and “oover instilled hatred of all



Rather than being "the confidant" of the FBI, althouzh he is of conservative belief 

end not a liber@l,the FBI did not trust lim. Yr any other Post reporter/zhose names I 

-_— 

jave seen in its xamr records 1 have, Or any editor, either, Its records hold nasty, ) 

     

    
Still again, Nailer is ignorgnt, makes to effort to learn the truth, has no 

interest in learning it, as with this he could have by a phone call, and instead 

makes 3} all up to suit what he wants to be rather Than What is, to couform with 

what he thinks .ould be nice and useful and therefore makes up. 
=. 

dirty cracks sabput them.



things he regarded as Liberal. “hich was ani hing to the left of Genghis Khane 

A WY apo Ge If Stone had read Pardner's story with any atttention to fact at al} p he would not 

habe said-indeed, he had no basis for saying - either tht fardnor "obtained" a epy-o 

of the cript or that it was\a stolen copy" of that script. 

4. lerdner's story does inlgact eredit we gs his sources. It doegnot say that ack the 
. Q 

story idea originated with Lardner amor Mailer's "the Washington Club."And it didn't. 
A 

ds “siler would have learned for himself if hdcared about putting aVything on paper 

other than +hay what he wants to be regardless of how untrue it sie long as Mailer 
whal-he comer fe upp 2 watavt fbak Yo Le fag oade 

likes it, no mtter how false or ineeemimee incorrect it amay bel y are to, Wy, . 

Bad LAPT he Yfeul ALI Bry NY 
bps publisher who for the dost part seem to only about money, chrstebtfacte ay e 

Ae 
le Igke & Nailer “tone Inows the value of ofhricity and knowhow to get it, as Mailer 

  

doese So before he started shooting his film he announced that it would be on the assassi= 

nation, that in it he would “record their history for the people"gen and tell them in it 

"who killed their President, Hwao why and hows" 

Stone also announced that his moveie would be based oh Geile former New Oreleans 

district attorney Jin garrison! s book,6n the “rail of the Assassins ( which is the 

olfe ttatl atragic jn cone took) and on Jumm Marrs Crossfirel. “arrs book is not even 

on the assassination, of which he had never tried to # learn anything in any event. It 

is on the so-called "theories" and on what he took from Penal ones, who caf pea them “th 

rtlod 
"the mysterious deaths." “arrs Th iets that “the convenient deaths" hext he not only 

utun mol oo pully Whe) lly . 
t¥hated them as mysexcnyeterlous d by the conspiracy, he ves—b put an asterisk on (hove 

boat were most my Steriouse And poor Miarrs could not even get that silliness 

straight.It is overloaded wit} factual errors even about the trash foal Ws hunt 

mattere 

for oy February 8, 1991, and that was two months before Stone started shooting, 

i weote him at considerable length. In at least 4,000 word I explaindd to hin, assuming 

he really wanted to film their history for the people and wanted to put the truth on filn, 

how he could not do that with garrison's book. ¥ 2 & Zi 
F 
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43 

election—frem two of Grrison's staff closest to him is that he was about to pull 

another insand ty, Noe would have reacted much more agaiust lim andanyone who did 

not agree with the official ssassination mythology much moré than happened when ‘in less 

than an hour the jury that believed thered had been a conspirucy ’ assassinte JFK 

alleged 
g@cquitted “arrison's sole LivingyConspirator, a doe 

Louis Ivon was a regular New Yrleans pols cem-vgatiientor assigned to the DA's 

office as its chief investigator. © ouls Was wnt Forese earning a degree in criminalist— 

soleate Andrew atanbre, whose nicknane was ““oo," was the assistant DA who “arrison 

had spend more time with him than any ol the otherse From them I learned that Garrison 

had cooked up Wasemyancks an p'identification" of the actual grassy d oll assassing 

and that he was eoing charge them with the shooting to mark tht ¢ assassination 
Vv 

    

  

arrison had had more in mind but the staff had talked 

—— i . 
him out of all except @ his determination to charge Magar Buogenefiadley and Kobert 

. 4 
lee Yerrin with bing the actual JFK assassins. 
uo — 

lipr that adventure ‘re Garrison hed prety much frozife his 4 regular staff of 

city employees oute -nstead his wkfhet-hand man was the late Wsdiiem Wood who used 

the neme 3411 Boxley. Boxley was Sarrison7 vestigator for his coming charging of 

those he said were the actual JFIC assassinse 

4 ‘ 

Garrason's regular staff could do no more than felling me they and the others on 

tiley hady Ivon and Stiasbra asked me to eel, to talc garrison out off it. 

I had then been on a long trip that had: me flaw from home for a full moth. 

I told them aiter I iene 0 and did a few things Y ¥ had to do I woulgteturn and trys 

I ‘mew, and L lnew that “avrison had to know, that Yerrin had killed nimself in Vu— 
Orleans Las 
about 14 months before Garrison said he was one of those who killed Kennedy. + fipured 

that migh be a tougit oneeI éxpected less tnouble with Garrison’ qBradley mythology. fle, 
nad 4, Nowy 

lustily assisted ey Marie Lane and then by those scattered "buffs" of hn Hej ler<¢ 

de     

  

What—he-was sayings, had announced that <> 

  

Bradley had been "identified" in those total irrelevancies of what were known as "the 

vested Plaza tramp pictures." 

 



i { Q@ q , 

As I write this another of those tramp fictions is about to appar as a book. q 

pb debunking of the essence of that ceaseate concoction long ago had no effect unless 

ey 
tthe man and wife team of writers changed what they had written to work, around the 

   

  

crificisnyyswote. the general ideq is that Osw ft, was a police who "talked" 

and exposed a guornnning conspiracy. ‘that the alleged source, B one of those winos, 

had denied it the year before on coast—to-cas coast¢ébecoest TV did not discourage 

the authors of their publisher. 

there is always a fertile imagination to invent meanings thet do not exist if 

there is fame or money in ite 

The fantasies woven around cnt men probably will never end. 

   

    

  

These malceup ex hota iat their art easier if they do as Nailer did, see to it 

that they have no knowledge of the crime itself, especialiy no of the establ fined 

evidence in it, the official evidence. 

that the Dallas police had dislosed the actual identities of those men several 

i nol ane . ry 3 o ge ' ‘ yeurs a earlier lmmt made no differencd. One of the few critical comments about my Yase 

Ypen was by a self-important Michigender who lives theories for all the world as though 

they are the wality. Hiolerdtdedsm was that ~ had not dealt with those tramps thé way 

a We 
he believed they should be doult with,qs having some epherial connect.on with the crime. 

In his phony concept £ shgald ¢ even have identified then. For Abt Going thet he did 

critize me. That the: had no relevance made no difference to him and to the other 

assassintion nuts who want unreality acce pied as reality and irrelebace t: be ze treated 

and gecepted as relevant. 

. 

 



44 

ively time I debunked a-new “ydentification" and — interpretation of those 

pictures that had nothing at all to do with the assassination, still new "identifications" 

were made up, more childishly unreal assassination explanations came ito existence and 

wer@ “% widely distributed more or less underground, and even special names were 

given to those men who werg photographed about an hour and a half aftér the assassinstation O 

a Fe porto Uked thonpast the texas Schoolboook riot ors tory Gust ‘ing in which Oswald 

worked and trom which the ‘eB and th Gommission said all { the—he~Siefired alt the three 

admitted shots fired during the assassinatione I expected less thouble with that one. 

One of those three winos, which is what they were, was even called "Frenchy" because 

ms Aiba clothes were said to have a French cut. Kfe was also "identified" as Lyndon 

Tougsox\s farm manager. 
wn eles 

yr Kk > - A meant ie I asked Ivy to give me two sets of those pictures whe in «a fev - um woffa 

M _oltSS G 

fp return on my way to Tho airport. lt was a Saturday afternoon. tvon had one full set 

and one incomplete set. Hs also had for me the two plain envelopes I'd skied him for that 

Veould hold thase 8x10 prints without fendina) At the airport I addressed the evelopes 

to two former FBI agents with whom I had a friendly relationsip.With each was a hasty 

at 
note written on ape pages from the nitebbadk I carried. yiskea each to inv@figate those   pictures and tell ywme what they learned about them as soon as they coulde 

Although + did not know the results of it then, when six months or so earlier one 
Z 

@f those men figured in what was s¢id to be fhm for the killer of Ailartin Luther 

iting, Jxe, I had put the FBL in a position that left “it little choive but to inkerdiga- | 

te those pictures. 

Neither of the men + asked to make the investigation fox me knew I'd asked the 

other. Hach phoned me with the results within a few days. Their ‘reports coincided in 

all details. When ten years later + got the FBI's result, they differed only in placing 

those innocent winos a little larther from the scene of the #crime. 

sputh of the triple underpass that iis to the west of —— TSBD, three bridges that 

carried ag vast xpangse of railrdou tracks across the confluence of Elm, Main and Yommerce
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lis "boy3" louis put on this were exyerienced, veteran investigators. Same were 

my age ot older. I remember that it was Frank Melockhg who brought me the records of 

{ 
Perrin's tue ighdtificatpon and Be doxth from Charity Hospital. I tuink but I 

am not ert ua. ae brome me the morgue book. We as in most placed the morgue 

book ak ledger-like but of different ene . 1% WA ined, } fo sewed biNding and 

wi handwritten With the nangb tit order of the “i api It is not easy to fake the 
thik one hab mt tom ae 
morgue book without detection, 1 still have xeroxes of that page and of the Charity 

Uogoital records. \ 

; wid. be. 
The "boys" brought me and more, all LI'dssked for.
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piruto thew — 
a foundnthose three unfortunate mat ganzling cheap wine eas inside a | railroad 

hagas: that was not attached tQ anything at either end. ‘tt was parked @ut on the tracks 

behind the Central 4nnex Post fetice. jis address is 217 “outh Houston Street. That 4 

fh dant tiat those men were more than a block to the west of tho scene of the aime and 

more than tio blocks to the south of it. 

The only way for the police to walk them out was to Walk themback north more than 

two blocks on those track, across the triple underpass and then to tie east, past the 

front of the TS3D,. The plaza was ft full ov people and news photographerse The photographers 

were shoting picture of anything that moved. Thus there were those "tramp pictures." 

I do not teke time for a full account here. dt is written in the long,unpublished 

manuscript I have written with the working title Inside the JFK Assassination Industry. 

When I returned to Hew Orleans Ivon was as good as his word. He had copies of each 

of the few reports Boxley had written for Garrison. They both preferved for those 

repots to be verbal uhoneig that was possible. As he said he would, ha Sid the boys," 

his reeular police criminal investigators, o out to get whiatever I asked for. None of 

. And tilde p— od The Pent of hud lh 
what addressed any reality was’in th2'papex vison -had_had Boxley-—bad "investiga 

coe hin lis Perrin a suicide, for example, ther ust to be hospital records and an 

nftry in the morgue book along with police sooondoes \Ghe boys" brought me att of 

‘that. #8: There was no quest: ion at all about it, Perrin had taken poison and a full 

set of officigl records existed, -eords garrison had not asked Boxley to get and that 

Boxley had not gotten on his owne 

It took a little mo¥y shan a vevy hard and disagreeable week for me to comptepe the 

long report I gave Sciambra on e Saturday evenings I had atteched to the ribboW copy those 

records"the boys" had gotten for me. Wt—least—one-of them was older—than ft -and I was 

—thon-einest t0-years Old. 

| . . . . Ik _ | 
The cute part, if the word can be used for something as grim as faking a Sofution 

to the assassination of a Tresident and chrerine two innocent men with the actual shooting, 

Y von a TLSsor ported ‘aerctrif the certain fact that perrin had killed himself moye than 

fe TAY Adon af 
mn said he had_done his part ofuthe ssassinatiin shootinge © 
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at tiink that although he enjoyed doing that story, “agner enjoyed most what 

follwing the appearance of his story Stone yanked from the script and the film. 

rk he quran tos on fhe script was Zachary “ilar of New York. Sklar had ae been the 
Ww Iu bed. bdo, 
nA Rail on ae S s ok.(S0, supposedly Sklar, like Garrison, was an expert on the so- 

Calied Garrison "case. ¢" 

David Berrie was “arrigon's third conspirator. Ferrie was well known as a strange 

anc very eccentric homosexual. When he lost all his hair, as + publishéd in Oswald in 
—_— 

  

New Orleans, he had gone to my ifate vrother-in-Law Jack Kety. Jack evacis practised in 

  

Covington, a small town across Lake Pontachartrain from New Orleans. Ferrie had alo- 

paecia. when he decide to treat himself it tee turned into Blovestis totalis. lt was 

well and internationally know that not only did Ferrie not habe a hair on his bedy, 

1¢ also wore outlandish wigs of his own making. v EB 

( 
“lis was well-known iternationally but not to Sklar or to Stone, Wn FUN N)FOn 

in their seript they have some baddies putting pressure on Ferrie by holding his 

ad in a to! she NY nage head in a toilet bowib by ae hair 

If Mailer read Lardner's stdfty, end he does quote it, he knows this story. }e also 

knows much that zee 4ardner spoofed. Ihe certainly Imew that it did not required tiwx 

his "Washington Club" to See a story and a very funny one in what + gave Lardner. 

Stone also knew, because | told him, that
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_Gerir ney fons who had aq feeling for little touches,as does ligiler, aide up the 

. . . 1 > 3 Par t . story that the conspiracy, working so far iin advance of the Yes ident S assassination, Dp 

  

had killed an unikmw&n Venezuelan se who had no friends in the country and would not 
af Whare bout Loramie urvul 

be miséd ov $8 caus any official investigation, and then they had buried this 

; ge ee — 
seaman under Lemnilds name. Facet in the Garrison mythology dufy @@d affirned by Boxley, 

: ; a wy : fiction . . ab said that Perrin had thereat (ler thrived as a pulp’ KEES writer using the nam/Starre 

a 
Boxley had added details to this career thgt #Varison had just made upe 

7 . (‘2 . * * x 2 When Seiambra gave Yarrison my veport and its ME ciea documentation yerison Was 

£ boxed ine | 2 38 t wha to fire hjmself. Nor was he about to admit that he had 

     

   
            

     

           
   

  

put B he, fait BoxeLy, } tithe & he, fired u Wig x 
Deal wld de had iad a [he plette Wah, bir “Y * ; { ] td a tein. Me's . Boxiey in ccount of : he press release, he iss edjend 

joka tin bal fin ha 2% 
3 = ings — ae y Fy ° 

. pebile, | 
I ypovided “tone with a full anaunil SE etek ate Bhnall cy with some documenta— | 

tion,. I offered to adnwer any questions he had, provide more documentation, and + even 

offered him flree acces to all the BI records I had by then, about a avartepyps a | 

million pageswf (Wn, | 
There was, o£ course, much more than this in what I sent Stone but for our present 

purposes it suffices. 

2 a 4 i 4 . * ys + “tone did not respond + knew he had gotten my letter because his so-called 

\/ rahe RUS eons, Af 
WYosearen counatiatect dere tu how fe they were to have ite hey Ku. /ond: a. tell 

LE we Adbesced tu dtr 0 ak had net tpe . 
when two months passed without ary response from Stone * phoghnd /avdner and offered 

him the storye te came UDP. He went through my file on that prevented atrocity and my 

/ M 
CF at had one thé job. I then haged him the script that had been given to me. 

A av a at 
Meier éeibed the eee line that it was a "stofin" tri pt from 2 tone, who had 

on He Aid QTONLA 
just made it upeBut it suited Med tox’ = caconeelz0 he used it as his own informations 

In fact it was one of the innunereble copies Stone had himself given out to get all the 

  

~ ag ranging from funding to technical ‘ssistante, to actors andfetresses. 

Fa was then Wienke for me to drive out oi Frederick and I had not since 1977. 

it was an obvious impossibility we mo to have gone to Hollywood and stolen that scrupte 

it likewise was impossible for mo to have been yavhat mailer says I was, an 
Z



AG 

“‘EVer=with Nailer and his book ye ignores them there are two basic questions: was 

oswald an assasoing ‘and a there a conspir..cy. With the crime never investigated 

$£ficially there is no probability of ever solving it. But there is the official evie 

dence and it proves beyond question that the crime was beyond the capability of any 

one shooter. On this basis alone, there was a canspiracy. So all that cheap prejudicial 

Y o 
nonseness degsiigned to prejudice and to be a substitute to for @fevidence reflect the 

L 
banana’ to which Nailer~Lowered himself in assuming what makes a real difference 

Mm 
so he has that as the basis for his book. Nobody would care at all about Oswalég, would 

never have heard of him, if he had not beer accused of being the asssassine 
Z ‘ 

\ 

instead #é resorts to this prejudicial nonsense as
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adjunct of his Washington “lub of the vight in its attack on Stone and his movie. And I 

was all alone on the other siidee 

But without Phoming me to ask me a single question about any of this when Lardner 
t- . 

m 
with my agrgement fully identified me(as his source, Mailer in his long conned nf to 

prove that histry is the same as fiction ff that they both lie said of the foregoing, 

"he nphuseriot was sftigLied tolardner." (A page 128) 

Jith his own coming mytholozy of Usvaae the assassin to justify “oiler also 

wrote of “tone, 

nl "He has not made cinematic history, dmuiemi and indeed fo hell with that! Kk % 

yw has dered something more dangenausy 3: he has entered the echoing halls of the larrest ¥g 

paranoid myth of our tine - th: undeclared nat honal belief that John Fitzgerald “ennedy 

il -| was killed bypfthe concentrated forces of malign power in the land. f t is not only the 

unspoken myth, but our national &bsessiion.eelo we descend into paranoia or suffer the 

tedium of an apathy that tells us we will never know and so may as well accept the theory 

Oswald as the lone killer?" 9 Ry
 

eae 5 There ‘sfnoze of this uclky vette but there is Nb need for it. Nailer carries on 

as 1 quote him abovginvondemation oF all those who dif agro th the official ny thology s> 

anefe wan urltine dn wor H Woralike—Lingo 

ue fights his way to the end of this self-denunciataion and self-exposure. This is how 

Ie “‘weigtes writes of wigt is to be the basic nsauntp?’ sesumption of his coming oswiad's 
Tv * Ay 

‘lu, that Tale, tha} wmatktws the lone assassing 

    

—“Tyk "Several genera tionsakev een already grown up with the nigh-stultifying 

me . 
( ) myth of the lune assassine" 

  

co 

Uithout this "mind-stultifying myth of the lone assassin " “ailer would have 

had no book at all. 

-_ 

Sop at least as he spoke of itimsel?, rt aller was on the bak mark when he told those 

an al ne a _ My: aace af 44, Tous x 1 as * 1 
hsitroy majors at *enn thatWistory is the same as novels bocause both are fiction; and 

. ; 5. : . 
that novels and histry both lie. 

wlio man covery trued hrder to prove it -of himseli- than Norman Nailer,



vl pushin 
Hailey | the be-Pulitzered noveld tru ed hsotopain having Sqgid that novelsist.. and 

hftorians béth lie and that \istroy, too, is vies, Mattave done no more ta prove 

this point. But he did. \ He gilded the ‘aley lily he iavestned invented. 

Harlier we quited Will Stewart's interview of Mailer when he was in Moscow working 

on Ogu ¢.d's Baldgtebet! s story is full of details of what those who Kae: Oswala when 

he was in the USS® told “ailer about him. He named three of them to Stewart. Stewart's 

7 . x 1993 
story was pubbished in the nteornational Bxpress for the week of Fanny oder ’ er 

Hail@ and inis publisher wanted ali ° the free publicity oO could get and they had 

no spefial concern about how they got ite So, the Chicgo ‘Febbune dispatched its 

James P, Gallaher to linsk. Vallaghe: has a record that Mailer's fblisher must Love 

because 0. the way he ooohed and aaahed in ecstacy ovetic rald Posnor's most deliberately    

  

. > “7 2 * . TTS 

dishonest of aljferious sssassination books myers later that years 
—" 

Gallagher's puff job fobiaiier and Random House ap/ared in the Chicago [xibunets 

January 27, 41993 issue. 

‘n short, Gallagher and Stewart were writing about the same Meiler to whim each had. 

only recently spoken. The Trib's story ol more than a colum ian length is headed, 

"Literati, probing Oswald's days in Minsk" That puts “ailer in the plural and between kw 

what Gallager and Stewart wrote, that is what WgMailer iis, more than one persone 

Mis coming 

  

Gallagher quotes Nailer as telling him "h@ was worlcing ona a book on Vsualdé but we 

deyélned to be more specific. '"I never discuss a book I'm working @ on, because =" r 

mieht jinx mysclf " he fafotes Wailer as telling him. 

ee a a . : a! “his is the same idler whe at thet very time had given the Yritesh reporter all 

ne used about those people he named who had known “swalé told lime 

it remains to be seen whether “ailer jinxed himself. I think he did. But not as he 

bold Gal: Lagher. by commercializing and exploiting the JFK assassination when he was not 

up to the work responsible writing recuired and instead DB: adopted fhe ofvicial mytholLgy 

 



4g 

wothout question as as his personal "given information" of which he spoke as we quoted 

him carliere 

Sop linsk, “allagher had no trouble finding those Stewart quoted by name,whether 
Y s 

} the Warren report. kt named 

wn ~ 
Aaoi them wexce unwilling to talk, 

w > . _ 3 c 
or not that it,merely cgincidence. “11 one meen a 

  

Lhough Minsicis for any reporter to find and 

Ga dhe     Maileer, for all the world as though that makes a book, 

  

Gallagher quoted some oi them at jJength. L 

f “ ” 

Pavel vEgle Golovachev who had worked at the ¥%& raduof and TV pea with Osisldy 

told “allagher "Mailor paid him $50 for an interview." 

Le abies to have been a ge minor industry in Hinsk to get paid for talking about 

' e G ‘ x 
“sald they knew. w(eliagher quotes gYolovachev as telling hin, 

+ . : 2 of a naent 
"Ag che old dsat suying goes, 'Thank i you' is fiine but it docsn't 

put vodka-en in the glass or butter on the bread." 
quoted in ; 

Beri Ernget “itovets,xcMmekeixiy Stumortxixn Stewart's article, and a biology pre- 
Le 

  

essor now,told “allagher, t 

  

"Norman “ailer wel$ here tosee me. vee When he offered to pay fo% an inter- 

  

   j oe i tene downer de Ais " Ve view I suggested a very bigh pricee We are now negotiating, trying to make a deale 

Checkbook journalism? ft ell no, “ailer as the diligent investigative reporter per~ 

fecting our history. 

v ‘ici 0 4, Tictmteckw kc “allagher reports’ Céntvary to the official mythology about Oswald,‘ ge » 

that "Those who knew Oswald best ge merally speak highly of bim,' except as a lazy 

a — ‘ jie 8 de Fa rcmnee ahd . es wotker's This is no contort To the officiag and unofficiel mythologizers. As “eonid gut € 

Leon T Sag 01 Kov 
Pak PodSoikdvy aitegherquoted hin, 

a ae But regardless of their personal — 
— opinions of Oswald, almost all of., ( those who knew him do not believe “ 

A he killed Kennedy, as the Warren: 
WV ey Commission concluded, ? 

> / — “Oswald shoot Kennedy? Come ' 
Lr on!” Tsagoikov exclaimed, “Oswald 

could not shoot at all. I went hunt- 
Ch ing with him once, and when he saw 

a rabbit, he got so flustered he shot 
7 up in the air. There’s no way he was 

capable of the precise marksmanship 
it would have taken to hit a moving 
target from up in that building.” ~~



50 

It surely does appear that what tough-man Mailer was paying for was given aay 

free to otherse 

esvite his "decision" that fosvara\ts the assassin Mailer did agree to be the 

  

aual assemblage of those who steadfastly refused to velieve {ret 
Ay 

     keynotepcpeak for the 
» toy Ut the € 

at their gather in “allas to mark the ammiveresss assassination anniversary in 

  

    

1993. laybe he wasn't talking about his book and risk jinxing it when he did thate 

Maybe it did not Hh jinx him when as Michael Dorman wrote for the “ewsday of Noev 

“ovenber 20 - of that year, he ga id, “Oswald could well have been a lonexssasxcinxx 

killer." Dorman also write that Mpiter saidVOsvala was a céngenital liar. He lived 

for the sheer panache of not telling truths." 

Nailer seems to know that feelting and to enjoy ite 

Moudgatn, writing in the December 13 issue of The New Republic about whatfiai ler 

aaid “in lis keynotealdres? seems to have “gileir discussing his book and saying of 

what it says "that Oswald might have been too crazy to have been employed by the CIA, | 

C uf pable other: 
FBI or the Russians — but because those agencics were was \cupl of so many crimes, ¢ 

such 

eee a full investigation of Oswald iiould have opened/@ can of worms, the lone nut 

theory had to be etched in Bones" 

Nailer of Mailer? his lone nut sgiex Theory etched in official stones 

» I 
“eiler's publisher had no fear of jing the book. This item appeared in Newsday 

4 of Ycatober 5, 194d uncer the heading Nailer on Oswald: 

 



Norman Maiuler’s next book has the 
| working title of “Oswald in Minsk,”’ al- 

though Random House publisher Harold 
M. Evans says he wanted to call the book 
“Oswald’s Ghost.” 

Either way, it promises to expand 
mightily on what we know of Lee Harvey 
Oswald, the presumed assassin of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy in 1983. Mailer’s 
“portrait. of deviation” (Evans’ words) 
draws on the author’s fruitful visit to 
Minsk, where the local office of the KGB 
obligingly laid out the files on Oswald 

_ that it amassed when the American defec- 
tor was living in the city with his Russian 
wife, Marina. The trove included tapes of 

- bugged conversations between the couple 
and helped swell Mailer’s book by a third, 
to an expected 800 pages. 

“The KGB’s contribution to literature 
is to give us the way Oswald talked in 
Minsk and the way Marina talked in 
Minsk,” Evans said. The bugs tuned in on 
marital spats, for example. “It’s amazing 
stuff. You don’t hear Oswald saying, ‘I’m 
going to kill the president.’ You hear a 
man, coming home, who’s an American, 
who’s got his own hangups, talking to his 
Russian wife. It’s amazing. It’s Dos- 

toyvsky.” 

™ . . 7 wes ya -     
am) : Bi os . a a ee ' . ae , - + . 

ong in his gvave, Dostoyevaly will not complain. But when | read him and about him 

+ do not recall him paying grown women to say that when they weré young they kissed 

an Oswild but did not go to bed with him. Orf that the secret police of his day about 

whom he wote as Mailrer does not wit in Os wald's Tal Te = eae opened their files to hime 

Pp That, accerdoing to Evans, who does not mention that the KGB had done that earlier 

and. Bveral times, including to ABC-TV News which telecast # nationally what it f und 

of interest in those files, is the "KGB's contribution to tter literature, what Lee an 

and Marina Oswald, young sey ne, said to each other in the privacy of their bedroom 

that was picked up by the KGB's bugs. 

That is Literature? 

That lis Dostoyevsky? 

If it nothy was "amazing" to Random House's top executive it remains to be seen 
A 

We 
Opyther p he was prescient in preferring the title, "Oswald's Ghost," 

“hich is the “swald of Mailerts Tales.


