111, MWD/ZF v /%Jj’/ﬂf Vo W

I had no particular interest in collecting all the statements “ailer made about the
JIK assassination and I m.de no effort to obtain copies of wiat he has run off at the
mouth (@lating to it for citker the more than two decades that my file holds some copies
of his pontifications about it that amount to self-condemnations of various kinds. These
range from flaunting his determination not to soild hinself with any factual knowledge
of the crime to making himself part of najpr dinini‘omatzé/ons about it, to flaunting his
ignorance about what he wrote about, to his determined carelessness in what he wrote and,
mltimately, to making himself part of those powerful and evil forces he condemnp,}/ﬂe refers

W ‘
to these nefrarious evil forces as "the establishement)/ and evenY "the Washington club."

:-/ J;
What he may have spouted off about for the decade prior t4ow t w/ha I cide above
Thefen

L do not know and have not sought to learn. Tlmtf_; it is clear, is not necessary} /lﬁs
record of more than two ’t‘acades is more than enough.

In 1973 1 vfis so little interested in him or in what he said I did not even prepare
a memo on our sewn cénversation at that gathering on the mukx assassination nuts at
Georgteull wh University in Washington, the nuttiness of which he mad} himself part and

L

which he assisteds What I did keep and file abput that mekes it M that if not
earlier he then made it clear that he would, as he then did, refuse to have anytiﬂing at
all to do with any effort to bring establish Jilo fuct about the assassination and its investi-
gations to the attention of the publi @/ is his lifelong pretense he sought to inform
truthfully.

,és we have seen he then resolutely refused to even lovk at the rather large col-
lection of ¥FBI assassination reports I had collected and have always made freely available
to all writing in the field even though I have slways know%;hat nost 4 net—etl would

write wh% L do not agree withe ¥hile he did indicat;;(: willingness to involve his
literary agent in‘f;hdping those of us who had no such help he did not do even thate ind
that would have cost him nothing at alle. If it required apything at all of him it was

no more than mentioning this to his agent without even the time required for making g

phone call, He could have mentioned it vhen they werefgl}d.ng,a they did often,
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Trying to dignify it sf_ﬂd' make it seem respectable as he told those/history stuzaet

R —

students he lried so mightily to corruﬁLL at—Lean, he ‘M( decided" Tha$, as Youdman

{ |
2
worte, "'it was likely' that Oswald acted alone in killing tkmxPresident John ¥, Kennedy -

not from 4 ® evidence, 'which is impenetrable ,° bu@ﬂ'because I got to know his
character.'" %.}W\/b%{,%fé lﬁﬂ"'ykﬁta VESEZ O e wod Ju /"Vb'/, /W%#

i (he never knev or even saw and
Unless ve can accePt that the character of a young @/long dead can be understood

and interpreted perfectly by a man whose judgement it is that novels and history are
4/& /
the sume because bo‘th\ arg fiction wks and who from his wisdom states both lief Hailer's
pesel
sole basig for b\,ﬁL\A&ng that Uswald was the assassin is his preconcpetion - when he knew

from their long, consistent and public record that no major publisher would congider

a book thzt said anything elsee



In congidering this, aside from his self-exposure as a phony in all he said about
his belief that the peopke should know the truth, it is impossible to}jignore two
other possibilities. One is that all along he intended his own\iﬂiting on the subject
and two is that he wanted nothing that coul@'i‘eflect on him and that writing when
that time essey came. 4nd, as the CIA noted when he addressed those 500 of its officials
in 1977, he had indicated in his ﬁarlot's Ghost that on it there would be "more to come."

Aside from the brilei’ note I attached to b‘lailér's letter to Yin l_l,zesar I refer to
above, there is but a single thing in my file that originates with me. That is the
Washington Post L quote above on his Fifth Estate pay=b pay-me~to-attend second borthday
party at which he announced his shiort-lived pnd totally ineffectual Fifth Estate.All

else that I cite was sent to me.

While that is far from all this slack-jawed self—impﬂ*tance prated and wrote, always
in his speaking ens—seying promg./tm hinmself, his book or both, there is a consistency
in this man of soaring inconcestencies that makes it a Saithful repr“esen't;ation of both

/
himself, his mind, his attitudes and approach and % his preconce%eéﬁosition on the
assassination,

@Jontrary to his posture of be@tng a deep thinker and of Kng@.ng what he talks and
writes gbout Hailer's clear and unchanging position on the assassination begins with —

and r@m&n@% ~pgchan ~f25m his assunption that Oswald as the assassine.

That was only his sssumption. He had no factual basis for it and he never once even
;;uggost%at he dide Z%

The one variable was whether or not Os%ld was entirely alone, whether or not there
had been any conspiracy. On that he wound up solidly with those he condemned wii';h s&zch i
vigor as "the establishement" and "the Washington “Ylub." K »‘(«l A“’U’MLW Léza/// MM&WV

If anyone in the major media at any time or in any way reported this 4+ have no
knoweldge of it, no indica fion of it and no reason to believe that it was done at any
time or in any waye

I we seek any explanations of +this the most cbvious is that /%iler was the major-

1
media s boy. On the assassination on which the major media has altways supported the




official mythology, Mailer is not the daring uwan who says what others fear to say in
his.;xposures“of "the establihsment. B
He is it{and the offic&al mythology's running doge ) e
Even when he appears not to be he is that, resolutly that, ad v thate
Besides what we have seen of this, as in his futilities of those never-function=
ing pretenses of exposing it, like his Fifth Egstate and CARIC, my file holds a few
other items that Eﬁar heaving on this and on the kind of dedicédj resolute and videly <
promoted phony) this pretende}ms world-clags, subject-matter iecnoramus
he remaimed at the time Osuald's Tales was making hin more money from his ungteviating
endorsements of and &rvices to the official mythology and his Bebee—e betes noir,"the
egtablishment " and his "Washington Club,"
Of all the prominent writers who have been in unflagging support of this official
mythology, of all those who casy themeslves jn the Orwellian role of controlling the
past for Big Brother to control the future, the (Tole in which therg is fame and 1értune,
not one competes with this self—presenﬁ@éﬁ hé&égn Mailver Hailer h;glhis decades~-long
aand very public kissing of official asse N
Ws is alsp b=ye true of his hgg}g; s Agys&ﬂg<2f the CIA wltyéall its excesses
that make it appesr to be unfairlg criticisized, even persecuted, to his gQing there and
\Pj&ising it for its dedication o demire democratic principles €gzzz;L§umdjﬁx@geéLamy~nf
its "wet jobsfizgahurging more of them on ite
" For ¢ hin that was and remains more a harbot's ghost than Banquo's because it has
not come back to haunt him.
| Hé ge%é’ggféQay Qith aﬁything aﬁd everything.
As dg{all the darlings of "the establishemyﬁ" he - condemnd while dping itd
dirty WOTE?%t that it cgnnot do itselfs - o
Ui
4 small selection of this on the assassination follows. &= in all instéﬁEEE?(ﬁg’élWays
has Uswald the assassine
The f&rst of these selections was when official dirty-workers, those I have alw%ys

' “ ) 1)
relerred to as the iouse assassins, ren imito trouble precisey because they vere doing
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For all his prating about the requirencnts of democrucy being "a clear ides of

the character of events" liailer hinself spent no time on this in the more than two

decades of his claimed int'%est in the JpJIK assassination or in his bibok, He does the
exact op;;_)osy{i.\ea,é what he suys would “meintain public apathy," the exact oposite of what
he supported that coimittee for in himself never once doubting or even questioning the
official my"]{lology. ind his book is based on that mnythology,

In saying what really means this
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o

what lailer castigates as "the Bstablishment's dirty deed for ite

The House of “epresentatives cecated a select committee to investigate the assassi-
nations of Pr esident Kennedy and “artin Iuther “ing, Jr. A % select committee has to
be rsne;[ed by cach Congress, which also funds it. vhen it was in danger of not being

Hareh 25,1977

reneved and rofunded Nailer came to its rescrue.,As David Braaten‘éuta in the/Mashington
Ster, lailer acknowledged that it had earned the trouble it was in{. In a ststement he

sent to the Congress and to the White diouse @(of which the Cgngress, under the consti-

tution is entirely indepandent) he said that committec:

i

i

seollay be imperfect, impracticai??i‘demon for poor publicity,for all we know it may
be riddled with undercover men, But it is the only investigéjing body we have in
the House of Representgtives with the obligation to subpoena recalcitrunt wiinesses
on these matters and the duty t2 listen to witnesses who have studied the flaws in
the Warren Commission report for yeors, B§1afits existence, therefore the committee
£represen‘cs a threat to anybody who would hope to maintain public apathy aboug
the a sassinéj%ions. seoh clear idea of the character of events of the recent past is
essential to a democracy. VWithout knowledge bf what happened in an event how can one
e J debate its meaning?" 2 & ,4
e
Ia:sayié%%'this bailer was @reful to stipthe that there\bé/no elear idea of the
character of" the g'event" of the JFK assassination and that that "without knovledge of
what happened" that commititec would not bring to light what he said is "essentiad to a
democracy." T
“e did thie in what Braaten next quotes fdrm from his appeal to the House and to
Prrsident gfrter:
"If we do not know whether dack Eennedy was ki$led by the demented act of an
isolated man, or whether gf by the concerted acts of a group of conspitators who

emnployed Os.aldeee

| “hus he has the committee beginning a supposed full and open investigation with his
W
own sssumnption that 4U8Wald\as the assassin.’fhen, in postulating that "an order came to

i .. N '
b)iack RQuby" to kill Yswald, Mailer further postulates tuat "order ;éﬁe to Jack “uby out
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of the chain of command th .t ren between the CIA snd the Hafiseeecs

What lailer was really talking about is a phony investigation that would oené#gﬂ
confirm his "decision" that Ogwald was the assagsin, his preconception that it just
happenedzioincidgd with that with which all earlier official investigations Wegan, dhe
that Oswald waé ;;e assassine (This is reflected in the mostly previouslﬁlﬁécret
official records with which + begin NIVER AGAIN! and based on those reEmR® records
reé}t that as soon as Uswald wag killed and there thus would be ho publicftrial of
him, on the highest levels there was a de facto conspiracy not to invesyigate the
crime itself, Involved in this cpnspiracy by those records were the man then in charge
of the “epartment of Justice, Nicholas :atzenback, its deputy attorney general; J. Edgar
Hoover, FBI director; Countney Evans, an assistant FBI director who was its liaison with
the Justice Department; Biii—QEQS;AMoyers, then an assgistant to the—;;;—ﬁfesident—by-
Assassination “yndon B, Johnson; and from the ékseesed records of LBJ's phone conversation,
there is the possibility that the hawkiest of the Viet Nam ﬁ;ks of those daj?ZWalt
Whitman Rostow, was also part of that cabal,)
A

In effecé\fh»g/ﬁookq having so long a period of gestation, —a;le?»Was demanding that
the House assaSSQns committee be renewed so it could lay the basis for validating vhat

he finally as Oswald's Talee

Whatever nsy have been in the minds of some of the ﬁouse members when they created

that comm?ttee, the men they selected to run it for them began witﬁ the @égiler/Warren
/A)
Commission Ypreconcpetion of Ogwald's Built.

$hanks to Harj Lane,gccprding to his own Eggsting of it, that committee chose the
. former I

whaw it Dbl daguled o/
“"ﬁI?EE%B%*Lane claims he prague and persuaded the committee to appoint hime Sprague

jladelphia district attorney Richard Sprague to be 1ﬁ/éener;1 counsel and staff
wasy as andky  anything connected with Eane is ert-pa certain to be, a disaster.

After he had been swachbuckling around for severgl week for all the world as though
he wére the king of the Congress Sprague invited me to confer with him, That conference,
wh&ch lasted an hour or more, consisted of Sprague being occupied with all else, not with

E‘tm/”mﬂ?d /r T

asking anything of me or discussing anything with ne 3 by then had acquired




28ak . usand _pagey

/mﬂdﬂl'fbw%h pff&%lf i
__at-least=a hundffji thousand pages of cords relevant in his investigations of those t)!o
MWJ nAuL dd nt byl -
assassination, [even .askime if any of his staff could ecamine them.
As I have always permitted anyone writing about those crimes to do-and to make
copies of those they wantede

& nunber of his gssistants were in that room with Sprague when he ha& B& sitting
facing him from the other side of his desk while he was so ostentaciously engaged in
everything but what he had, presumeably, asked me to come in to do with hime

Before then I had alrea%;punlished five books on the Jﬁflasaas ination, one on tha

W My cfud
King's, Qﬁ\i I had been James Yarl TRay's investigatozbwwt invetigation got him an
e¥identiary hearing that was supposed to determine whether or not he would get the trial
he never had and with that success, had conducted the investigation for the two weeks o
of. e evidentiary hearing before the federal district court in ﬁemphij‘, wennessee.
In the fow moments he could tear himself away from what he was doing rather than
confer with me Sprauge made not a single mentjon of the JFK assassination.

Just before he did ask something of me I had decided to lesve rather than continue
to waste that time that waye. ,It had already wasted the trip to "ashington and half a day
for me and I was then deep into all those FOIA lawsuits I had filed -to get the informa-
tion Sprag@b should have wanted and never did get - do I did not want to waste any more
time. Prepartory to getting up and going, when for a moment Sorague was not on the
phone of speaking to one of his assistants, I warned him that he was destroying his
investigat:iﬁgr; awn; s:/cf)ilt to {E‘jb lﬁ%ﬁf @Weaﬂg what + told him,‘ if not
the exact words. S&Q&%’Lﬁﬁﬁ*ﬂs of oprague's assistant counsel, %{_en Brooten.
Brooten was a Gainesville, ¥lorida lawyer with mYch experience on Capitol Hill. ﬁe then
was an assistant to ?exas Congressman genry Gonzalkez. Gonzelez, who was a llecber of that
CUmmitte%Qhad had a leading role in gé;ting it established,

"The Congress is QXiffevont world," I told Szp Sprague. “Tn it you do not have the
libertigg and authoritié authority you enjoyed as the district attorney of a g reat citye

I know the Congresse. L worked for it for four yars yearse The way you are going it will

not be long before you are cut off at the knees."
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That v whd” 1y s ot woudd
Betors mw the ceasiest of pre-

=t happened just as L had ¥

S

dictionse Ly was inevitable, Theﬁ/briefly, Gonzalez was acting committee chairman and

Brooten was its tempbrary general counsel and staff directors
‘ The evening of the day it happened, bofore I had become aware of it, Srooten

phoned me to tell me

QM "If ever a nanvuxsﬂkrliné, remembring the future, you were the day you
‘ﬂ&iﬁ ton Sprague what was going to happen to hime 14 dgid this afternoone ie was
</
\» fiI'ed. "

Sprague had left the Congress go real choice by his condu ct and by his steady flow

of unjtsified stqmtemeﬁTé to the press that embarrassed, rcally demeaned the Szmgxessx

HOU.SGQ {

¥ws Jist a8 L was about to bid him adieu Sprague did ask something of me. |Without
once mentioning the JFK agsassination he yasked me to meet with some of hie staff
assigped to the King part oi their assassination.4»1Zybﬂgﬁf/

Lftier a couple of hours with them in a dif ferent room it was obvious that with
only one exception I remember, Donovan gay, then the committee's research director, they
were all latched firmly to the official mythology#f that assassination as so mdsmadryx
clearly Sprague vas éy/;he JFK assassination official mythology. 4nd Sprague's successor,
“obert ?lakely, wasted little time in firing Gay and others vwho displayed any interest

in an independent investigation not in support of either official mythology.
W)\* w[ ?{\W The man vﬁ%p was mos’; X;‘f}y determined to prove Hay was guilty of the ’ffing assassi=-
nation wvas a ¥ young former [prosecutor name Ozere He was a white man itho wore his kimx

curly red hair in the Aflro style then popular among blackse ﬁé was of imperial presence.

Spowing nothing other than gome of the official mythology he prated what he neither
exd understsggﬂgﬁﬁtﬁifgzﬁgé/
knew Bx normas proof of Ray's guil%jgnd he had no interest in antyhing else. It was not

long before he articulated his and the committee's determination to make the nonexisting

case of Ray's guilte

Ray had not yet fired us as his defenders. Jim Lesar was still of his counsel and

I was still his lone investigator, Pursuing that work in federal district court in




— ¢
Washington 1% 15=1996, Percy Foreman, then the countrg's most i‘amous\riminal lawyer,

had cperced Ray into a guilty pleae. 4+n all the months he was “ay's counsel, the Ja jail
records re‘flected that Foreman had spent enly about ten hours with hime {fe had spent
that time n@ listening to fay bul trying to get him to cop a plea. s Foreman himself
told Ray's brothers Johnn and Yerry, he could not afford to spend any time on the
criminalrases he tooke ’l‘hey//served, the record confirms, to attract the attention of his
proiitable céien‘c:.; in those days when lawyers could not advertise. tost of those who
made Foreman wealthy were women suing their rich husbandse. Not long ai‘*l{/ar that futile
afternoon I wasted with Ozer and the otherd who were uneasy saying a single thing in his
presence or aslking any questions about the nuts and bolts of that assassination, Oger
phoned Yesar.

W's Former attorney, Foreman was 7a:s:n'evelrrted from saying a single thing he

A
WO?Lnd'mMuiy; 7 priseldye

had been told by R‘a& Hot being able to say anything at all he was ﬁreventing from saying
anything he macc up and scid Ray told him,

Ozer phone besar seeking Permission to speak to Foremane

"What for?" Yin told m\e—)—ahe asked Ozers

"o prove' l—xg{/:us guilty, '/’ﬁe told me Ogzer responded.

Teuthfully, if not wiselye. M—M/\Mﬁ?[ )

In all the time I spent with those king-case peoble of the committee's staff theye Wt

z

only thing 1 was able to get a single one of them interested ing - took embarrassing
them za,ncmlT c;\nﬂ young lawyer in particulary before I could get him to say they should
look dt%:éz;p‘b I H%I those @o weeks if evidentiary l’iarlng?& or which 1 had
conducted the invectigation and presented most of the witnesses we usede

That was the only time any alleged evigence in that assassination had been adduced
W in any court, with cross examination by both sides and with witnesses under# oathe

%j:inall,\_/, after much needling, that young lawyer came and bortz%ed & transcripis
of those hearings with the evidence presented in thems

As it took much necdling for that to éﬁgﬁ){,it vas alse difficult to get those

—

—
transen trancripts back when the committee was v shutting down,
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Tt mzéMuSe of them at all.

The evidence I l;?d' produced and was in them refuted the case alleged against Raye
fr;’oviny hin not .gu A1ty was the exact dpposite of what that committee wanted. ~o it
had no use for such evidence already tested as unds%chp American system evidence should
be tested, under g@th an. subjm'ffo cg@ss—exmaination.

That evidenfe was so clear Ain denying Qay the 1:,rial he was supposedly entitled to
under our system of justice) Judge Robert . lMacRae f@d actually stated in his decision
that guilt or innocence were not‘materu;al to what was befére him- whether “ay had entered
his guilty plea knowingly and voluntar:ily (and all the evidence is that he had not, I}ad
been coerced) and whether Fé“eman had zed rended him effective assistance of counsels
(Foreman had in fact neither made not had any inevstigation made and he had not:dduced
the te%t:l.mom 8 nonlawyrgr was able to produce ior the defense that had no funding
at all, [T W® an wn M pro om0 4

The House assassing did ma.na,gej! to lose one volume of the tr’fanscripy/l had loaned
it. Fortunately, someone had mgde copies of them without returning my aopies; So the
volume lost was replaced by copying the.copye

Mailer had referred to the committee as "imperfect, impractical and a demon for
poor publicity." To a large degree I wag responsible for thate

Sprague had invited me (ﬁm one more time und that one time I weni againe *t was as
much a waste of time as before. That time Yim Yesar was with me. After that second 50E=
oion with Sprague I was cc;nvinced he would not conduct any reall: investigation end decided
to have no more to do with ite

a, ( 8
When Me replaced Sprague he stopped all those wild and unwise statements

coming from that committee.s "n fact he insisted as a éondition of employment that cach

and evexg/staffﬂ member sign an oath of jermanent silences “e\i'ﬁtﬂef could speak to the
oresse The others would be fired if they dide When the hea arings under Blakey began it

was apvarent from the first that his idea of investigating the sssassination of the “resident
vas to debunk all who had writien critvically of ’cl).(ilwarren Report,

~ . T . . . .
All with a s%en single exception. I was that exception.
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lle mowm e mwrﬂ‘wn%%? M LAY /MVW worc at his /L/,ﬂh/{/rlx‘d

Of all the nany widel¥-published exposures of what Blakey and his committee were
N
doing, ol all the dircct assaults on his and its integrity and intentions for which)was
the unhidden sowrce, what may have embarrassed Nlakey most of all is wéat he did not go
L . “ d -
into when he had as a witness the late of Yliver Patterson, a symbol FBL informer.

To the FBI its "symbol informants" -it detests the word "informer," which is what
thay they all are = id one who has\%rved a period of probation, usually about six months,
after approval of that tryout period by FBI headquarterse From the beginning that in-
Tormev, who is paid by the FBI, is identified by a symbol. The nbol 1 composed of '//1 ree.

sl It beqns u
an arpitrary /numbel%sm gned by the field ofuce ox——w-l-}a:eh—the_:.fm:oer_mzzs,pr@ed by

two .be*br let l,erg 1, dre the letters by wiich mat field office is known inside the

BT W énother letter or letterse “hus an informer for say the FBI'd

Brimingham, Algbanma of fice xs 1 has a symbol that begins with the capital ltettiers B,

Lis number then has four digliste If he is a c¥iminal informaer these numbers are fol-
lowed by the letter "C." If a politicadinformer, and the FBL never uses this agcurgte
description, the lutler ip "Sg" for "security". AMd during the pﬁba‘bionary : hs

e A %V(M/M('Wj Lkt o
3 letter “Péy

Oliver Patteruonl became an informér for the FBI's St, fou:.s office when he was a
WY
m (f T/‘uy{'v(til’:(:’t/q and well-armed and Trained "Hinutemen" who were capable of and
sudpected of violencee From abother Hinuteman who wasp one of ht its "# network
organizer
directors," I obtained some of their fraining manuals and proprganda. Uxmﬁgrer,
Hobert f?ePugh, it did turn out solid information on everyhting from spying to shooting
and making and using homemade bombse When he was a ?‘inlutelnan informer the IFBI gsked
Patterson to penetrate the legal defense of two Ray brothers, # Yohn and Jimmy. fe did
and he wreported to the ¥BIL on those legal;iefenses. That should have been encught to get
bothk[.'ases tebw throvn out of coumt but it neither case did it.
| i 4s an FBI symbol or official and paid informer Patterson participated in and influenced
ﬁl( 0/1 Ty & councpl decisions on such thilgse as housing as the more v:uy%.ent rq?ci:sf’ s wanted
thenm influenced.

But I did not know these things when Patterson beiGne and informer for me,



That began in the most improbably and unlikely of way%¢~ when oliver provided
transportation and company for Jerry gay afé%%tgzglumi been subpocnaed by Balkey's ﬂ%use
assassingl What Jerry did not know is that “liver had also been subpoenased to testi-
fy before those House assassing that same tripe. When Jerrv got é&iVer to stibp oft and
vieit me on their way their there,c{s L naa yeurs a é?;;gﬁgr with derry, }éstablished a
frie@%?%frglationsyo with of Uliver,

They shared q w# hotel room in Washington and when ;rery was not there b_liver stole

Irom Yerry what he gave the louse assassing that it used to embarraSS;jgrry and to help
phoney up theTése it p# ended phinying up if his an% fohn's alleged by but ontriely non-
existing involvmenent with q}mmy in the cri&é<£2lg d not commits

Strongely Jerry did not—come to hate thver after thate Also strengely as it then
seemed but for a reason + later lesrned, Yliver was willing to give me a written.ﬁmivacy
wailver so * could use FOIA to get the FBI's records on him, What the FBL gave me was
not all of them, as the records it did give me proviéd.

Bt

(”WEQE-It did give me explagined Vliver's willingness to becone an informer for me
and to give me that privecy waiver.

The FBI claims it never exposes the identity of any of its informers or sources with-

out% bheie‘their permisgsion and avproval, “n Yliver 's case it not only did not geek and
M
get iyg/ggpPOVal— it ignoreﬁ his written demand that he ndt be exgéged.

It is true, as the FBI claims, that exposure of itéz—;gnformers can lead to
their injury-even to their being killed. “luve r had a legitinate reason to @ fear that-
more from the Einutemen than from the Yayse The ¥ay, in fact, never even broke off from
hime They remained in friendly cantacte

L l.arned this and more from the records the I'BI gave me,
They reachq@ﬁ#yée just as + was leaving to speak at a univeristy in {llinois about
50 miles east of Daﬁénport, Ulowae T gﬁ do not remember its name. 4s usual, I arranged
to get there the day before I was to speak so that studentsy faculty members of others
could if they wanted speak to me.

A Dblizzerd and I got to that city at the same times I had no visigﬁ%s that day other




a few students from the group that had gotten the university to invite me. So L used
those of its -
that day to g’o\&?é;\the/gﬁér Patterson records the FBI had given me.

That nizht, despite the depth of snow and the harsh and cold wind, the auditorium
was filled. In the course of my talk + began to tell the students this Oliver Patterson
storve To my surprise who stood up and identified himself before all those students so
many if whom were bsfek black but “liver Patterson himself}

It created a mild and unexpected sensation. Ifﬂanﬁ of those students suspected
that L had rigged it, L had note L was more surprised then they.

Despite the blizzard i'f.OIiVear had decided to drive up and listen to my speech. ‘4)4 e
was accompanied bj his then girl friend who L'd never met, “usan Wadsworthe And when the
speech and the questions following it "eé® werc over ~liver come up arvlrd insisted that
I gox with them and have a drink. He drove us accross the lississippi to Davenport
and to a motel with a good bad and decent food. We ate, drank and talked fov¥ several hours.
J{avn.ng spentt several hours fighting the blizzard to get there, glivsr and Susan then
drove back to St. Louis over the plowed roads still heavy x‘li‘ch’snow.

Whille we ate, drank and salked, %liver added details to what the FBL's records
reflected of his intrusions into domestic political and racial matters while he was a

paid FBI infromer. So when * was home & J phoncd the “ashin{«;tor{bureau of the major

b hwvtw avas
me, ’Lu:.egu.e;r,ﬂlzd/ to borvow those FBL Viivevr Patterson records. In the end thef got

bt. Louis paper, the Pogt Dispatche B=ey had already gotten some page-one stoWom
a series of four page-one stories from them thet it also syndicated, making in some
instances of uhich I was sent copies, page-one stories in the \aﬂfpers that subsdribed
to the @t"ﬁ)’_is_}mtch‘s syndicate wire.
and Blakey, suppdoed demon investigator that he was, armed w:Lth whidt no private
’
citizen has, subpoena pover ) any agency or privat€ person rei‘usecf to cooperate, had
not gotten from the FBY what the rost-Dispatch had used and wore thah did not make
gensational headlines for it like the proof that c;live:-:- had penetrated both Yay defenses
and the indication that he was not alone in having done that for the I'BIL,
%‘Ihich at least in theory was what Blakey and the .Housesssassing were to be in-—

vestigatinge
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That committee had had access to gatterson in St Louise #& hodspces o him in
' / .
Washington before he testified and wheM under oath he testifoed, Bub it had no inter-—

. i . . .. q . . . .
est in any real investigation and i mde none so it had no inf erest in any aspect of
A

what oliver had done for the ¥FBI that was so verywong for #i it. Including penetrating

4
the ﬁ%y defense, which could have gotten #mAthose cases thrown out of court and those

charged freed.
(This did happen i%é a Yetroit case when + gave defense counse*copies of some of

pr1Vat e/
257 source who was then one of its

the Minutemen records I had gotten from my
network directors, The I'BL imformer over whose improper activities thaygetr01t case
ended with the wsmumm® case against them thrown out of court, with those defendants
freed, also, according to othe: man “inutemen information I had , enjoyed anqﬁditional

and gpoctacular careere. The “inutemnen boasted that he had been responsible for the
(

o N
blon@;ng up of the Grydwich Village %BﬁﬁﬁgEES}iﬁwaléh‘ leftist and leance~r one
offshoot of the Studcnts for Hemocratic aActuon were making explosives. That ‘“inuteman/

FBI informer Larry Grathwohl nerely gave ghrm the wrong instiuctions and then absented

bifAb dAS 22T o e o VR K OL MY N LA Uy A LY T e

S0, not Q:ithout what for him was caus%ﬂ, Blakey did not like me,




%&n each public session wit{z\ vhat he siry(:ed his "narvation” of what the

evidence adduced in it would establishe Each hearing thl;f-s began with ﬁ&a.key's version
of what thecritics he named had saide ﬁe could not have becn more obyious in telling the
cpiptry, the silent censee House in particular, that he was condcuting an investiga-
tion not of the arime itself but of critics and eriticism of the official mythologye

~Not a single reporter or media element cver reported this, obvious as il wase

Once this was apparent I was the sourcefl of that "poor publicity”as that
conmittee's ”gé%" Wasfbeti.ng; 50 "badly played, " as lailer had out ite

I never once asked for any $nonymitys Some papers citecd me as their source, some
did note But I was the source of strong and entirely unrefutéd criticsm of that com-

Post, . »
mittee in the Washington % t@% Yew York *imes, the Ste Louis Post Bispatch and a

nuwber of other paperse } 24 /@/ﬁ bm
Unce Jvhen/&:uﬁ;;a, & always‘( unable to respond to this widely-report criticism
of him and what he as up to, my name was used as the source of that criticisme That was
when Blakey c:me as close as he could to making any response at alle =t came out this
ways
| > i G
w}ée}isberg? Weisberg? }Ie\ar cigs my asse"
FEK ) e
The mssination eNpert, éeorge tardnez*, who had printed many of this—e sl
stories critical of Blakey and the way he was running his committee, #phoned to ask me

—_—

if I minded lis using what Blakey had said verbetime ® I told him I thought that was
N A bats
i meaaﬁd he ity 9_1347 atime
z

#50 Hailer was rizht on @xo counts in his prepared statement and in his letters Z?

to the House and to the ‘resident. That conmitte's was officialiy "the only game in town"
1

anf it ws was .being badly played."

We have seen a little about what kind of "game" that committee was playing, the kind
of disinformational geme that was intended to support thmﬁfficial mythology to the

degree pogsibles



33

4
Yo it could continue playing thal gene, the Game that “ailer was playing and

continued in his Ogwald's alef, Hgiler did gf»al st significant big-name support Ifob

i+ Dhose 3d 1.8 .00 . —_— o, -
ite Those identiiied by name in BrateenBrzlb Brasten's story areif

v The writers, whose names were listed in
alphabetical order after Mailer’s, are Robert Bly,
Malcolm Cowley, Will Durant, E.L. Doctorow,
Allen Ginsburg, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Richard
“Goodwin, Francine du Plessix Gray, John Hawkes,
Shirley Hazzard, Joseph Heller, Larry King, Stan-
ley Kunitz, Joyce Carol Oates, William Phillips,
Richard Poirer, James Purdy, Dotson Rader,
Muricl Rukeyser, Mark Schorer, Meyer Shapiro,
Wilfred Sheed, Francis Steegmuller, Wallace Steg-
ner, William Styron, Hunter Thompson, Kurt
Vonnegut and Richard Wilbur. . _

g

iye . . o . . . o . 5

this was a Jurulﬁ impressive  representation of majorwriters of that ers.

i\ . ' ‘/7

and the committee's Z life was extended. With this agsist from YMailer it continued

its rewriting of out history, a la Orwell, and in that helped along the fubture pros-

L% T . ' S

p ects of Mailer's book ¢n which he agrees with it and with the other governmefdt ine-
A

vgstigation fin ordaining Osuald the assassine

In his story Braatensided another part of I-iailsm conSistent gecarcer £ of
supporting disinformation about the JI'L assassination. As was not uwnusual, those
to whom Braaten 1‘epurte& he was lending his support pretended to tiw exact opposite, to

#1700
L‘/gj_ghj;to RN
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Hailer took the occasiion [ of \he/press conference in support of the .House

assassins_] to amngunce he had joined the ga Cambridge- based research organizatipn
- galled the Assassination IMformation Bureau."
The 418 ma e ¥ v : s 3
The 418 may have been a ‘E}reau but :LT did not "vesearch" the assassination and what
. - = T S——————
it overloaded the campuses and the .—eds media vith was not "information,"

It practised what other/aritics articulated, if it embarrassed the government it

w /
was legitivlate and to be j&ed as widely as possible, without wegard fo%ho*ther or not
it was true., Tne AIB's speakers creamed the college Lecturc cirvcuit. % Hobody sticking
to fact could be as exciting as what they mdde up was. 2o the collegefwanted only tham
t
and 'thc!(x} gpent several yeqrs keeping themselves and their dis%i“ ormation going by
o~ =

mifleading and misinforming a major segment of the college gencration of {thuse @

vears and all others they could and di/ reach.



By their exceses, byp all they alleged that was neither true not possible)gi) they

R -—
enablj the FBJ/ and other agencies to q_uoj-c them\:ccuratel:,r B and defyfedg themslves by

proving as was child's play, that what the 4IB alleged was neither factuual nor in
many instances even rational.

Some of those AIB young peoplcfvere bright and well intended. _Some 'bhougﬂthey were
and were not. One work of fiction that was to them nonfiction wac the Yankees and the
Cowboys "solution" of 09{1‘ of ,the 4IB's founders and leaders, proiess OW O'rles

W

But the Hous e\%saSC' 5 was tough competition for the AlB.lt movedr o lashinpton
where it acomplis hrvv{no sood with either the commitbee or the media and where it finally
came to an end , that comuittes putiing it out of businsse

ML e N N

L did b/o-c ssune Oswald was the assagsin but with the x# nmlt:.faciﬂ/eted disine-
formatmorn it had been circu‘.ating effectively for serseveral years ith befime an #im
important wnofficial adjunct to the official @ assassination disinformationists in
‘the ?e goVer/?ﬂnent.

It did reach mhhany and it disinformed and misled them all except on the one
point, the official c],_ﬁm that Yewald was th-:ssassin, But that the AIB did not agr ee
with chat part of fhe official mythglogy made their disinformation more effective. They,
before and with Mailer's Lelp, were thef major source unofficiadf source of the assassi-
nation disinformation of that era. They were excegded only by the louse agsassinas in

assassination
the disemination of @isinformation and misinformation.
“giler, as Braatenff's report alone makes clesr, was part of both of these major
disinformatwon of that post&{a,a—r Garrison eras je was part of the tuo major sources of
“‘“’"@ - e P sk i N Ao s
vhat e led people to believe what was ndt true about the\gsassinabtionse

Phat was and it remainasd, ss it had earliier been, “ailer's assassination home,

4Kl



;‘/X(/ﬂ&}y

Saying that lailer found his home is o figure of speccha He did not just find it-
he had been therc all along — snug in an Bstablishment back room. While he was seeming to
berate it fﬁ (Ys secing to it that le got all the atiention possibgée, the more extreme
. - 2 I 4 e " "/-/‘\- . . it . . 1 N "

his procalamations, the mor: attention it, imke includéng his " Washington Club,
gave him so that he could do for it what hed didjg/wmt it could not do for itself.‘ya.s

Wy

. . et T ot o . .
Ag in his alvays steting that Ussedd Uswald was the gesasdtio assassin withoug

even pretending unti} he was winding up with k)sxvgld s Tale that he had even looked

e il omi b e ;/AM/_L(W_ B lo o,

at the actual Ofi.l(,lal ev:Ldenc,e. ’sm, decades of attention he got for h.'.LS /24

N Y P e 4l ) Wﬂ‘w W
"dec:.slon =his decigior io* h:.m being .Ju.pcra.or the actual evidencce~

widatdive, Go ko EXBMCIN T ticf i MMWﬂ77§\Vx wEng ,ﬁe/l‘(w@//

As in his seegreat excesses about the CIA, gp especially in his Harlot's Ghoste

(It would have been titled more ap‘__:;{(fx\'prlately had # it been Harlotry's Ghoste )
I
#
As in his winding up praising the CTA as the most democratic of inst\utions and
encourageing it to more assassination. For which the %77Tines among others of ;Jm
his Bstablishment lavished so much attention on vim and what he then gaide
ind as he did in so many other matters, winding up doing Z-il all over again in
m
Iale,
Osuald'd %ex, wiich is actually whet he did not intends Mailer's Tale, as we shall see.

lgiler had not only then just found his homee

He.'d been there all along -~ with his Bstablishment and his Washington Club.

SelY



