RN MATIER'S WHUTEWASH
OF TR JFK Wm@;p}(
"History is exactly like novql wr:.tmg. They're both fiction."
Thus spake not Zoroaster from Pers:Lé bu:t fourteen centuries lated the aging former
high priest of American TrtEREmNy | Tokerayy novel-writing turned historian, Norman Mailer.
"(ﬁmtimately, nothing in history is timectruth true," Mailer added.
In reporting these profundities by the winner of two Pulitzer prizes for literatume
Iy —
off Friday, ‘arch 24, 19@5 the Phildadelphis Inquirer's headl:h@/e’) vas "A NEW GENERATION

AT PENN MEETS NORMM/ ATIERS ST]U{DE.NTS WHO HADN'T HEARD OF THE PROVOCATIVE WRITER

AREN'T LIKELY TO FCRGET THEIR LT ENCOU
Howard Yoodman's account of the mementous literary occastion at the Univ:srsity
of Pennsylva.rﬁ.a beginss

\AW "To the world War II gesr generation, he was one of the ypuz? lions who

Mb set out to conquor the Great imerican Novel. To the sixties left he was M

As an antiwar hero and fenn.mst%foz.l. To college kids today, he's

;W;( Norman Who?"
Goodman did not e}'pleﬁn how ari{ why Mailer was that "fem.n:.sts foil." Aside from

7hm [y 28 AN
the content of Rie< m and innumerable magazine articdle hefcou.ld have had in mind

Mailer's sccumulation of six wives or his having been charged with knifing one of them.

v NPT S
No¥ does Goodman zgport the occasion of Mailer's ETPPENOEEXYEY proclamation of

his new religion of the writer's responsibilities in our society. Of it, Goodman does

write
\ M“ Ny/ "The world-reknowned writer spent four days at Penn this week, reading from
\/\/ i his work, participating in discussions on advertising, architecture, polititczs

efd *spiritual ecology,! and meeting a generation that's estranged from the w?_.‘ffrd
he inhabits and signifies - a world of letters @nd of intense engagement with

the issues of the daye Tl’wstudents in History 398 half-expected to meet the/éailer
who appears as a character in the 28-year-old autobiographical literature they

had been assigned: Pugnaciouse Part A;frunk. & tough guy, treating li"t:erar? repu-



reputation as a field of combat.ﬂ In his opinions Mailer was as feisty as ever.
But his mammer was mellow, his attitude toward the Wenty\ésomethings ﬁ not a bit
condescending, His 28th book, an 800-page nonfiction study of Lee Harvey Oswald

appears in bookstores next mos o month, adding to a body of work that includes

Th gkﬂaked and the Dead, Adver‘b:.sements for Myself and The Executioners's Scnse"

/‘ w M
In short, Hailer was promoting his book(‘i‘ﬁs condensation of it that was to
10
appear /firsct in The Wew Yorker dated 4pril ¥4 1% The book, as Goodman reports incompletely,

ﬂOswald's Tale is the result of six months' research in Minsk, where Mailer

intervieved KGB agents who tailed Oswaeld during the accused assassin's puzzling
21/2 yeary sojourn in the Soviet Union,"
Having described this book as jgonifction, Goodman wrote

"Hailer said he decided 'it was likely' that Oswald acted alone in killing
President Kemmmiy ¥exmedy John F, Kennedy - not from the ev:x.dence,“ ZIthh is impenetrsble,!?
but\“{l‘aemuse I got to know his character.'"

&s “oodman doesy not nobe, this was Mailer Justifying Meiler 3= in his contribution
to the education of a new genevation of Americans specializing in the £7study of their
g: historye.lt was I-ﬁailer}l/justifiCation for his great profundity fhat "éistory is exactly
like a novel. They're both fiction. Of his saying, really undertaking to prove, that
"Ultimately, nothing in history is true."

This is why Mailer spent those four days at the LJn:‘.Vez'si‘cy of Pemnsylvanig with its
students in History 398. This and to \ga-g—(;%/gd}./s propagands to el seel his book s{t’rted
before the major propagand; :f;il/hﬁlﬁ Wr erﬁe m/ i /f /{41 k /;“W
How does history become a novel, other &iam by uﬁé? muustrow treating the

?
w a/med
assassination zshthat followed the great and lingering tragedy of that assassmaﬁoy’ﬂ

~w\ ) "Hailer said he decided 'it was likely' that Oswald acted alone in killing
| J{

Pres:.aemom F. Kennedy - not froéythe evidence,' which is impenetrable,!

but because I got to know his charactere'"

Adding his own amateur shrinkery to his new concef)'b of history, in Goodman's words,
0w
"Ploreover,'\ thiSy6 is a man who has this idea of himself that he 1s\est1ned

Wﬁt




— W - - :
t/\z\/ou\ @r gregtness,' Mailer said. 'That's the mind of man who does commit(l assassinatione'"”
“/\VW:LJIS it not a wonder that any of the world's political legders survive at 211%

Majiler, from the Goodmen zccount, did not underteke to explain to those students

eSS esaStnin o

why he said of the "evicenceW® of the assassinaton .
that it was "impenetrable.”

Not did},]he undertake—'%}ny explanation of his new bock's subtitle, "An’i&merican
Mysteryo" /

The evidence as it relates to Oswald's guilt or innocence was never "impenetrable"
excepﬂ_ for the fact that Mailer begen not wanting any such evidence. He began with his
seer's vision of Oswald as the assassin, as we shall see, with his o@y question
whether there had been a conspiracy, gothers involved in the assassination with Oseald.

As we shall alsc see, when Mailer was offered this evidence free - hy me - and
more than two decades before he got ar@md th his personal commerci;aliga‘!;ion and exploita-

tion of the assassination, he was too "busy". y

M

M
In his promotions for his literary g:.mprackw ;
K_W_ Wl/'/#u’VLJ [l(j

account of our tragic h:.stox'y@ in ftn-ther@_ﬁ—)rt \‘to Jm‘t@lfy his total ignoring of the

off as an uxktke authentic

anything but "impenetrable" ev:.dence, mdﬁbt trying to prove that history is never trae

\other than as hee says he records it)s \’%%'t ﬁé@%&g—ﬁ “is exactly like novel
er‘t].ng] in puffing up his New YorHer condenss&:blor\:\’{aller told the Associated Press,

beg:.nnlnu with reference to the great novelist, Hﬁéry James,

A M\’L x@gﬂm "Jamesf fmgh‘cens me forever with his dictg.m that one nust
f V I &z k never put information into & novel upless it is g digested through the lens of a
/j/ /\’}j C(/ roRessizn p rotagonist's gerceptlon. }ﬁ 'Harlot's Ghost,' my protaginist is con-
0/ / nected umbilically to the reader. I7) everything J.lO{lLC!. from one character to the
/ reader, then there isn tﬂ;zz/n)eed for an intermediary, a narrator, bermusex Now
/,’ in '"The Executionen'smong' s L was the narrator because the information

/ about Gary Gilmore and other characters is received information: I wasn't neking

~it up. "

Majlerx "was}q"{: maicing it up" when he just msumed that Osvald waS the assassin?



-

He wasn't making it up in ignoring the readily-aveilable "evidence"é lies, and
there is no ppint in Jgi mincing Words,/w jies knowing it was\é/true, lies knov;:zni/ ;1:%”“ P
hed made no effort to learn ity lies kmowing full well that he had turned i}m
evidence down toward ﬁe end of 1973 when < offered it to him free;” when he said he was
too "busy*' for ~* @mv:.nb stated repeatedly that Oswald was the assassin)?@

In fuct in "The Executioner's Song" lailer did have an "intérmediary" who was his
continuing assasiate despite lMailer's characterizing him as s men who could not tell
the truth, the intermediary who became his "associate" in his fictionalizing of history
in Osweld's Tale, albeit unmentioned in the prepublication puffery.

Goodman does not mention him, nor does this 4P story as quoted from the “hicago

-~

VW ribune of _April 3
—_—

¥ Pt 7

Nor did either @.ment on gr solicit any contrary opinion when Ma'.ﬁler says that
any lie any writer choses to regard as d truthful for his own purposes is prioperly
included in responsible writing ié he does not, personally, "uske it up," if it is,

4

“ailer's words, "peceived information."

Like the world being flat, the "receive?information" of “olumbus' day?

2 “ike Folad invading Germany, the "received informtstion" from Hitler?

Like Oswi=S Oswald being the assessin@for and the lone assassin, the "received
ifnromation" from the Warren Report, Meiler's only basis for his assunption that Oswald
was the assgssin?

This is Mailer trying to justify his owm literary harlotzy.

4ds we shall also see, it is Mailer Ju»t:i.fy:.ng 7&\(\dance his personsl, supp:@ess:.on

w /’/Wf/ L fo s
of "received information" that 'cm?[s1 Jnot congenial To Bis vers:Lon)‘gf [ in Hinskg," 14
the earlier reported tltl&gf" th:‘.; personally menufactured "American Mystery."

all of thiy makes appropriate a little of the readily available "received information"
about lailer other tha@l,/’cﬁs accunulating and rejection of all those wives and his alleged

abuses of weex women, the dependabi]ig. of his 'information" when he is the :narrator"

of it; and” agd aside from whether one can "digest" through a "lens," uaz he told the AP,

how the murk of his mind, "connected umbilically to the rdo—reg=reader," becomes the



?&u’ch, the fact, the reality of our history."

i " i iction im - and as he writes
The h@storlg. so precious to others that is "fiction" to him - an

it for money that from the kind of life he led Hajler always neceded more than most

~reglly extravagantly os—
i i i he large debss he
people can live well on/for his aXimmmry elimony and for paying t ge

accunulated by the kind of life he led.

$ 4 1" s it
On this we have some “received information® that can be considered predigested

from opposide sides of the )wor@, from Moscow from the Londo ternational EB“@’rgs_s of
January 21-27 1993 : o ) ( )
to Califronia, to the/premier issue of Prevailing &Ig;nfiég_(ﬁ¢pﬂzﬂﬁjﬁ

A
"Our / lMgn in Moscow" for the British publication, Will Stewart whose article will
o

interest uf\l ter as weexumine whether Mailer is hobgobblineé by the consistence of

i mony" ; et
small minds, wro?é under the subheading of "#& "Alimony" referring to what upsfe
#ailer very much, Oliver Stone's powerful movie JEK;gwrote:

o | -
Pl Alimony
e / But the film JFK sug-
( / gested that members of
. U/\/VQ / the U.S. government and
\/V\/{ / , anti-Castro Cubans, not
(L Oswald, conspired to kill
/ Pl ol / Kennedy.

(Z/\,’\/ / At the end of his last
L ’ (,é') book, Harlot's Ghost,
/ /(‘c Mailer — six-times mar-
" ried and twice winner of
/¥ the Pulitzer Prize — left

L his fans in suspense.

His tour de force of the
Cold War took them up to
the Kennedy assassina-
tion, then said brusquely:
“To be continued”,

During his cold, winter
sojourn in what is now the
capital of newly-indepen-
dent Belarus, Mailer —
who at almost 70 has to
earn £150,000 a year sim-

/ ply to pay alimony — has
interviewed everyone still p
with
S akive who had any links to Oswald o"

In writing about liailer's "gssociate" i;\l/Oswald's Taledj’laarry Sc}ri.ller) in who‘m
V7 \, » ) N )
he have a special interest, this i$ what Tets ebe in Prevailing Winds (ﬂ) age 80):
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Few writing nonfiction would expect %o get away with bosfting that we lie? would
expect publishers to.ccept that;or reviewers to tolerate it in silence; or audiences
not to throw it in our fuces; or those who bool{maid lectures to want us after
such an expression of arrogance and contempt for all of the above.

To say nothing of those who buy Eooks expecting them to be truthfnl, not lies.

But lailer is lMailer and what is ;_ooﬁn to mere mortals Xm is manna to him.



— ] So why has Mailer made thus man s partner?
(/ | I don’t know. But I feel that financial worries may be ong
, U \v key to the mysteries of Mailer, whose legendary tax problem$
&/ \/ W . ‘ bring Willie Nelson to mind. For many years, Mailer dodgec/
| (ﬁ W \ (and for all I know may still be dodging) the IRS. In Manso'$

& LA biography, we find the following quotes from Mailer’s sixth
L wife: “All the whil¢ Norman was writing The Executioner
Song he was in serious financial trouble, and we were borrowing
money every month.” “After going through all the records an
the bills, I realized what idiocies had been committed by hiS
financial people.” “The nut was $1000 a day, a staggering
figure.” “So it’s a given — owing number of dollars a year -
and he’s got to work like crazy to pay for it.”” In the late *70g
the debt to his publisher alone was $300,000. Mailer eveN
resorted to borrowing a further $90,000 from his own mother.
’ Has this scramble after bucks ever affected the accuracy 5‘5
\// Mailer’s reportage? Te-afiswer thatquestion; oneneed only tur

vz Yy

iﬂailer"j‘.mm intexf;ét in the JFX ascascination that he declared publicly

predated kix what Will Stewart wrote about it by at least two de€ades.

There is nothing wrong with making money, especially not if it is to conply with
the judgement of the courts of to é:g/back what @qs birrowed because of pg@fligacy.
There may be wonder, however, about how one can so impoverish himself after a string
of best-selling books two of which won “ulitzers. Sut not about the need to pay withat
ones oves.

Most of us have the need to earn money. 4t least some of us care sbout how we
carn ite

Host of those of us who write what we regard as nonfiction would not think of

boasting that we lie to se&l bocks or for any other reason, real or imagined, Few of us
would dare make this boast lnl'cla.una.ng to write about our his%ry to the faces of legi-
timate, professional history experts and that where they teach it.

That is ‘co;tell them to their facrs that they are professiona] frauds teaching
lieS@Ye"I: this is what Mailer spent four days doing without any protest recorded in
Goodman's accpunt of it in t. he Inquirer.

Or in the AP's account. [ # J@q&

Bifzarre as Hailer's me‘thoéf\ i declaring that all history is lies and in this it
is like novels, Mailer says that as a nodelist he is also a histhorisn @:tis licensed

o Atk
to lie and he has the brazeness +o “igoFese—~in advance that his Oswald's Taleg is a lie.



Which by design an intent it s¥x without question is,
In this he also reflects that he is a man of principles Not the usual principle of
your normal, everyday siriter without those PulitZ ers and other honors and successese

But principle it is to boast of being a liar who writes lies, abnormal if not un-

- . Vg /o i \,7 § \‘ / Wi
precedented as%g iSe @’/{4 va, ﬂ“f“’m %'-,/ A 4 Vl/t//y?n/ [)L /%/‘ L/ /,Wh V%’
) P e gpeee (

There are other mcans off of understanding what Aind of msn Mailer is, what kind of
Wr&ter ~ historian or :if you will, pnovelist working in all that "ré:?eived informa=-
tion'"for all the world as though he is a historian an@ writes as one, with the obli-
gations that imposes on an honest, Qg@hcipleduwriter. In assessing this we have an abund-—

2 4 of/éﬁﬁ whit he refers to as "received information that Mailer himself provides.

I have not been a Mailer—wai:}her or reader. His fame came when I was toc busy with
other matters to take the time for reading much of anything not related ta my work. His
adventures that got him into the papers were not of any interest to me. But when he

decgg}ed an interest in the assassination of President Kennedy fricnds sent me accounts
JFebruary 7,1993,
of thems Two of these items had the same date/althoush one probably appear appeared a

few days lgter. This one is from the "CURRENTS" page of Publishers VWeekly dated February 12:

|

‘ WAN | P> MAILER LAUNCHES HIS "FIFTH ESTATE" .

W%  Norman Mailer, fresh from his $50-a-head 50th birthday party Monday night ("only
\ : y about a quarter the size of Truman Capote's, but at least everyone paid to come
§ 1; to mine") took time out the following day to try to enlighten a puzzled press
| about his proposal for a citizen body to check on America's "secret police"--the
/’)/xzﬁfk FBI and the CIA. What he has in mind, he said, is a body something like Nader's
[,¢' | Raiders or the American Civil Liberties Union, which could keep an eye on Govern-

| mental surveillance activities. He has some people in mind for a steering com-

' mittee to study the idea, and the "take" from his party will get the funding

{started. Subjects he feels worthy of study by such a group would include the

ﬂ%ﬁk | |Kennedy assassination, "still a major unsolved mystery in American life," and such
ﬂﬂﬁ 7 recent political events as the Watergate affair and perhaps even the Eagleton case.
mﬁmuﬂ" Stressing that he wanted only to see if anyone was seriously interested in the
Aﬂéﬁwi ﬁ proposal, and would then back out, Mailer said "I want only to be a literary man

the rest of my life. I don't trust myself to be anything else." Good news for
‘ Robert Markel, editor at Grosset & Dunlap for Mailer's forthcoming book on
/| Marilyn Monroe; he says Mailer's copy is still coming in on time, and the book is

to be a full-length one, not just a brief essay to accompany pictures of the
4 | actress.



Whether a book on Marilyn Monroe that was "not just a brief essaty to accompany
pictures of the actress was liailer being Tmsd-a "only a Literary men the rest of'his life '/
is that or scendal-mongering may be & question but for his Fifth Estate to study the
Kennedy assassinstion seems to state a serious muestimm interest. dnd he did refer o it
as "still a major un@olved mystery in American life.™

. 2
apparently I received the New York |imes story on Mailer's party as it aleared in

the San “rancisco th:_g_n_.m\le before getting this <ublishers Weekly item because to it

I attached a memo to my friend and FOI4A lawyer “inm Lesar askding if he could get lailer's
address for me so < could make him awsre of the WOrk# on the JFK assassination I'd done

for the previous decades In tha' memo + noted that

—— \ VI A

i

j Cf \) "When something like this gets known Zs=thet all the nuts with nutty notions

~ %/(l’ J“they believe are reality latch onto the money, which is worse than Jjust the

MV(/ waste of money. I seriously doubf XMt if any of the people Mailer can get to
gerve on his board will be in a position to evaluate. There has been sofmuch
‘/ irresponsible propaganda spread around as though it were the vibrent truth! ..
j The unfortunate consequence is that instead of the people being informed they
l/‘qsre nisinformed, and .eecredibility is underminede"

Here I cited a few illustrations of what uheln had been getting attention. I noted
that "A11 the ckazy stuff about the CI/] 4 makes it look pure and wholesome," it was
that ridiculous. ﬁ Na.ny "are dreaming up all kinds of theories and are rersuaded of
their truth,*oy their affection” for theme"Ultimately this redound$ to the benefit of the
spocks," Ha’s history more than confirmed thet! I then told Jim,"I think this is the
kind of thing Mailer is least likely to believe because ‘ée has been subjected to an
endless din from people he knows and :.m[t many cgses may trust." I wanted to keep Mailer
"from another futility" and I offered him access to the sevexil T@several thousand
pages of FBI reports I had b@’: then obtained." (More on this iater.)

The news stg@ adds to vhat Mailer had in mind:
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NORMAN Muailer, the sell-
styled  “embaftled aging
enfant (errible of the liter-
ary world,” has just turned
50. and to celebrate the occa-
sion Monday night he threw
himself an elegant $50-
a couple birthday party at
the Four Seasons Restaur-
ant.

The party was intended
not only to celebrate Mailer,
but to let him announce the
formation of what the author
called “the fifth estate’’—a
“democratic secret police.”

Facing 500 inviled guests,
the author said: “I want a
people’s FBI and a people’s
CIA — to investigate those
two" — referring to the real
Federal Buoreau of Investi-
gation and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency.

“If we have a democratic
secret police tn keep tabs on
Washington’s secret police,
which is not democratie, but
hireaucrafic, we will see
how far paranoia is justi-
fied,” he continued.

Mailer’s nolion was to “Jet
the idea sink in tonight,” and
to form a steering commit-
tee to investigate the possi-
bility of forming such a ci-
vilian secret police.

The meaning of the Fifth
Estate, a nonprofit founda-
tion that would receive its
initjal financing from the re-
ceipts of the parly, was
Mailer’s secret until last
night.

The birthday party was
originally the idea of Lady
Jean Simpson, Mailer’s
third  wife, and Frank
Crowther, an old friend. Ac-
cording (o Crowther, when
he suggested the party, Mail-
er at f{irst declined, saying,
“another ego trip? Who
needs it?” Later he decided
to use his birthday as “a
launching pad' for the foun-
dation. ’

About 5000 invitations
mnere  mailed Tor what

E—————— Ty i

‘
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Crowther characterized as
‘“a family and literary event
— a night for the writlen
word.”

Jacob Javits, Paul '
Dwyer, Melvin Van Peebles,
Bernarde Bertolucri, Mrs.
Henry Heinz, Bobhv Short,
Shirley Macl.aine, Andy
Warhol, Jules Feiffer, Jose
Torres, Murray Kempton
and many other of Mailer’s
writing cohorts wete there.
In addition there were at
least two Mailer ex-wives,
plus his mother and his ten-
year-old daughter.

At a news conference yes-
terday, Mailer clarified “the
Fifth Estate.”

He said that he is regret-
ting calling the body, as he
did in his original announce-
ment, “a people’s police,”
and explained that it was
“‘open-ended,” with a struc-
ture and specific goals to ba
determined after the forma-
tion of a steering commitiee.

TR Y
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Mailer compared the Fifth
Estate to Nader's Raiders,
the American Civil Liberties
Union and Common Cause,

As several possible areas
for investigation, he named
the assassination of JohnF,
Kennedy, the Warren Com-

mission report, possible Re-

pubiican involvement in the

exposure of Senator Thomas
I

L L A Y N R

87

th Estate’

APl Wirephote

| Five hundred gues?afi'é;ded a 50th birtilday party for writer Nor-
| man Mailer (centef) Monday at New York’s Four Seasons Restaurant

Eagleton’s mental history,
and the Watergate affair.
He was creating the Fifth
Estate, he explained, be-
cause “we have to face up to
the possibilily that the coun-
try may be sliding toward
totalitarianism . . . I have an
absolute huge distrust of the
American government.”
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So, *ailer had $25,000 less the cost of +the food for the bgtinm'.ng of his Fifth Bstate.

It appears to have done nothing, to have accomplishedd nothing and a little more

. -

than a year later it nmerged with another nothing, This

in the Weshington Starfof W@ch 25,19741

iy

Norman Mailer didn’t logk much like a

media heavy, slipping in the front door that
way, in a baggy pin-striped ‘suit. With his
pale gray quasi-afro and watery eyes, he
could have been just anyone from around

.the neighborhood in Cleveland Park, a place "

where free schools flourish in rumpus rooms
and cars still bear raggy remnants of Mc-
Govern stickers. Ll

But it was Mailer and he had come to

make his announcement again. A year ago

Mailer threw himself a 50th birthday party

NORMAN MAILER

at the Four Seasons and charged his friends
$50 to get in. At the end of the glittery, liquid
and boisterous evening, a swaying, blood-
shot-eyed Mailer announced he was starting
the Fifthstate — a people’s counterespion-

age organization designed to spy right back
at the CIA and the FBI to keep the nation

from “sliding towards totalitarianism.” .

THEEARTHdidn’tshakeverymuchand
peoplewenthome. Thenextday,asoberer

Mailer said he was quite serious. But with

the fuss over ““Marilyn,’’ nothing much

{

|
i
{

came of Mailer’s Fifth Estate in 1973. Here
.and there, he slipped it cautiously into his
speeches at colleges, and came up with a
more or less solid 150 volunteers.
Meanwhile, some former-agents, former-
Jjournalists and Vietnam Veterans had form-
ed in Washington something called CARIC
«— the. Committee for Action/Research on
the Intelligence Community — with an eye
to ending clandestine foreign intervention
and domestic repression and staving off Or-
well’s Big Brother from 1984.
CARIC already has two programs under
way. The Intelligence Documentation Cen-
.ter is a library of information on “U.S. intel-
ligence and secret government operations
available to journalists, researchers,
scholars and concerned citizens.”

THE COUNTER-SPY campaign is an at-
tempt to organize groups on the local level
to gather the information.

- Mailer read about CARIC in the Village
. Voice, got together with CARIC coordina-

. tors Tim Butz and Winslow Peck, and a

natural merger was born. CARIC was work-
ing hard but wasn’t-famous, Mailer was fa-
mous but not working hard.

The merger, now called The Organizing
Committee for a Fifth Estate, was an-
nounced Saturday night at a $10-a-head
wine and cheese party in the Newark Street
home of Sam Smith, editor of the D.C. Ga-
zette.

from _ ; P
lsiﬁou:z.se Lague's accpunt of it
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Speaking of llailer again, Lague wrote: angel,” he said. “This angel
said: ‘You are the dauphin.

You must ride forth and

bring this idea. You must

\ f T save France.’” The angel
Q, t ~Finally‘-he mounted a Was a drunk and he meant

{, i stair landing to speak. With America.

A\ one hand on the balustrade _ S0 I said ‘Okay, anything
AV, Cj and the other gesticulating !0 relieve my illimitable
/\/ RV from the elbow, he spoke at boredom.’” :
i 0 great length about himself Ithink this pooling of re-
7 NJ sid his canse. sources is a fine idea,” he
] | *‘This idea came to me S2id. “The people from
(| | through the aegis of an CARIC have brains, pluck,
\ ‘. energy and dedication. I
. .. I am just Phineas T.
Dauphin. If this remains my
plaything, nothing will hap-
pen to it. I just want to be
remembered as old Uncle
Norman who had something
to do with it.”

-

Neither the Stgr nor the Post, which earried Bethlyn Bates' story the same day, took
Mailer or his spy-catching sgriously. Both stories were with entertainment news, The %o

Post's story begins:

For months Norman Mil-
er’s Fifth. Estate was noth-
ing more than a Norman
Mailer lecture tour. -

But - then Mailer “heard
about (CARIC, the Commit-
.tee for Action/Research on
the Intelligence Community:
and joined with them to
form the Organizing Com-
mitteey for a Fifth Estate.
Now he’s in business—of
a modest sort—to create a
nationwide, nonprofit, non-
partisan citizens’ . intelli-
gence organization designed
to check “technofascism,” '
the . Big Brother state of

- : ;George Orwell’s “1984.”
@ Bates' story ends with what the Star did not rep;%t:

Asked about his $1 million
deal “‘with Little Brown for
an as-yet-urwritten book, he

d said the contract was for
i 700,000 words and wouldn’t
describe the book’s contents.

“It may take several
years,” he noted, “and dur-
ing that time most of my
speaking engagements will
be for the Fifth Estate.”
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So we now have lMailer with, whatever may have remained from his previous literary
successes, the million dollars he was to get from still another publisher plus whatever
his /*
he got ﬁom fron lecgure fees on which he woujcd be spendin MOst of g/ tine glpeaking
for his Fifth Estate, with whatever assistance he got hem )lfée 150 volunteers the Star
reported heffag had mob:‘.lize&#’.

Has anybody heard anything at all abou’ Mailer's Fifth Esta'be or about the CARIC with

< "

which he merged it or about anything Mailer or either group or theﬂg:/ivzwhen they com=
TEEeaT 7W/'ﬂ/9‘é H
With all Mailer had to work with? &nd without a lack of funding?
i\ EMKM/
In between Mailer's two pay-to-be-admiited pariies the late Bernard "Bud" Fens—

terwald orgsnized a conference of speeches to mark the f tenth anniversary of the
JFK assassinationotﬁ;bewgl/:ld at George‘l:omrm @ﬁ,versity in Washington. I declined an
invitation to speak as soon as my suspicions, that it was to be a gathering of the B
nuts whe would spout their nutitiness, was confirmed. Af@r several more rofusals to be
there, when I was promised that at the begimming I would be able to try to inject a

dose of rationality into the certain irrationality I agreed, 4nd when ledggust
that the denunciations of me as a CIa agents\‘:z}re immediate, #7/ se //2 @ Ly 07:(@17,

Me oot o0 oM nee i Dt A{Wé, AL Zm/%/ 4iled F{/ fut Jritigen 4 L{/_/ 4 e
—  TMailer was ohe of thbsSe bud got 1o be & sponsor. He was thereq @lthough + have no

notes on it we did speek then and he did, apparently make an offer to help me that I
zccepted)by getting his literary agent to take me on. This is stated in My December g
19,19% note to Fm Lesar a’cg%hed to lailer's letter to him of December 11 a copy
of whefih I had just gotten from “im. I describe ',‘Iailer's letter as copping out. Of
one of his copouts I said that "if he has a novel in mind for 15 years and will take two
mzErExte more to write it must be Mar and Feace. v

Mailer represented being quite impressed by a copy of %t in the lawsuits are called 4
#Hemoradzll"iemorandum of Facts“J:i_m had sent him. He said it " "is fascinating and inci-
dentally quite well\“l{i‘cten. I wouldn't be at all surprised if you could find a nagazine
to publish it. Ramparis perhaps, or even one theof the Playboy-type megazines. and if

2 % A
you'd like help on tbls I'11 be happy to send it to my agent who léght have some thoughts
on the subjecte"
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Whether of not Mailer's agentf had any thoughts, nothing came of them,

In 2ll the meny lawguits Jim filed for me he and I used them to make a record of
facts about the sssassination and its investigations that would be part of our history,

"y friend Dave Wrone, professor of history at the university of Wisconsin a2t Stevens
Point, sqid of my affldav:.t.s, which were léng ;nd documented, that I was\%iting history
mlt was happening. 4Md Mailer did have h:.s dec;%]_red interest in the assassination
and in faking the truth to the people,

Mailer also wrote,

"ON the other hand, as far as getting together with Earold goes, I have to
confess to you that it is impossible to think of another book other than the one I'm
one I have this novel ¥'ve been promising to write for fifteen Years, a hugh work, and
haven't gotten near to doing anything more than the foundations of it to now, and have
made a vow to myself that I will do nothing else for the next few yearse"

This from the man of those professed intérsts in having the people know the truth
about the assassination after I had offered him the several thousands of pages of FBI
reports on it I had gotten when they were rather scarece and few had any copie% /4 them,

It is also from the man who shortly thereafter, as quoted above, had said that
during the "several yearsﬂ on which he would be working on tha};novel his many speaking
engagements would be devoted to the Fifth Bstate For that, and for the money he got
from those speaking eng agcmentu he did have time.

When I was invited to his party reported above @om the Star and the Pogt I wrote him,
I got no response,

That was a year after he had announced his deter%ation to st%}y the JFK assassi-
nation like Nader's ‘aiders or the American “ivil Liberties Union would do it, his
organization of his "democricti police” that was "to investi ate!’ the FBI an&f and the
CI4A, to "keep tabsy on them. It was also a yemr in which he had nothing to show for
his work or that of his "democratic q/y) police," g year in which he ad had éone

nothing at all in the President's assessination or its investigations. “thersimm



14

Other +than to pgébote himself.W@ich meant to get more speaking enegaments fof
whibch he was paid large fees and sell more books on which he got royaltiess

My letter beg an:

It is worse than "too bad" when ' : .
: M people engage in futilities, + - ber L6 O
When we kid ourselves we get Hitlers and Nixons, PG i“‘lff“t ?9# béjfaﬁg%f g
1 felt great when I.read of your idea fo omnittee for a | e
| I r the Comuittee for a Fifth Estate,
We sure nedd §0mething like it. Farticularly pariahs like me. We become pariahs‘by
doming what those who enjoy a less unwelcome status cannot or do not do.
But Norman, that was more than a xeér a ' wir £5 ol gou an ding
‘ go. And now f mont
a benefit for the organizing committee? , SERERS Sk oy srg halat
Will you have it organized and functioning in time for the coronation?
And will it spend scarce resburces on sﬁch rojacts as B‘ i
€ L
productivity at Georgetown? Or fail to g X
was bofore you pitched in? ’
At Geo

rgetown I told : ;
and see me. ge you that if you want to let the greasy kid stuff go, come

s‘lamenfable counter=
”lnarn that failuros‘are failureg, as his CTIA

The CTIA was the defunct Cokmitiee to ~nvestigate Assassination. "Greasy
kid stuff" was the tag line of a then popular TV advertisement.
I reminded lMailer that at ueorgetgﬁﬁ he said he would speak to me later and after

four month he had note

After recounting some well-known political futilities he should remember I needled
him g little:

Since your 50tk birthdsy precent to yourself of this stillecoming Fifth Estate I
heve wondered if you would also talk big and do nothing. What you have done that 1 know
of was not helpful, was hurtful, end ghould have cost you some money. That was the
Georgetwon finseo., It required little sophistication to know it held no other possibil

. ; - o popnoy (4 7

If you dream of inventing the wheel, dream, Norman. But in silence.

We have a wonderful generation of young people. Life and the world you and I have
given them will disillusion them enough and fast enough. Please don't add to it. And
don't malke frustrations for yourself,

1t takes more thanfx fine words and noble dreams to do comething., One has to know

\—w: _—

L o e Lo

Not,gﬁgzg&g taken' the tiwe. to learn if I indeed have thet which is now so topicel,
gnd having avolded any anpraisal by othors, you don't know if I bragged at Ueorgetom,
@ither. Is it unfair to take this complete lack of interest ns & measure of your
intentions for the Fifth kistate and as a forecest of what it nay and may not do -if you
get past parties with it?r__ ‘ P
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I contluded by repeating that there was a need for what he had announced ;md celebrated
wity his nice celebrit#—starred rarty and done nothing else about and thenﬂsfa:i.gl "there
is no need for more fui:ilities"

v@uch his Fifth Estate was, no "more self-deceptionsd by or “propqgandlz:.nr of the
said,

parancid" and then + told him in Mailer(like language that all he had smnouncedsand
and had supported - .
een involved in)wh:

Was futileg and empty; Ixke and was by those who equated masturbation with loves

X

e ".\54/ iy o -
" "History is like % novel\ Titing. They're both fiction." This is what Mailer

told the history students at the mv;rolty of Pennsylbania. 4s self-descriptive,

jch is not what he i texzied, fiwms he had proved it long before thenewisd 4” o /57‘” L 77
,/Jr[,b VUV Qg o O0nildy T2 story/

"Ultimately, nothing in ‘is —{'l;rue s " he also told those students.

He has spent morc than two decades proving imicakmwixiReyiR

hgw he has done his best to see to this being the\‘:é/added tvagedy of the JFK ass-
ARy
ass/imat:l.on.
His QOswuald's Tales that without igj:ended it he descrivbed so perfectly at Penn
is his latest effort to prove itv 3 C againe
Tge maturity, the understanding, the wisdom and what he had derived from his exper-
| iences that qualified him not only to muke these startling statements to thase history
ReZers majors but as he ref.Lects ”(::‘é is b oﬁ, f:}Y n the attention to that book and
the well-established meanstf mm be evaluated further for
our non-novelist's history.
| (His book is not Oswald's talegs ,E is Maile r's tales. His original title was
close to what his book is. That was Oswald in Minsk, But when we examine his book we
will find that Mailer was gseléctive it what he used and carecful in what he

supprressed from ite)
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It will Jze interesting if on his tour to promoté the book annpunced by Handom
House prior to publicution he is asked by a holocaust survivor if it is a lié that there
was Hitler; if it is a lie that thers was a ﬁolocaust; it if is a lie that Stalin had his
@{ own myrders of his own people in the millions and of so many of his E,é\p';'orters; even

—

if ¢ c@ Japanese attack at (‘) eﬁl Har’aén,was«able—te—ca%c%rﬁs;bg;sxmis&, is one of histories
lies. He did not say some of history is a lie. ﬁé said all of it is.

It is not history that lies.

It is some of ti@se wrote write history who lie.

“ike Mailer.
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Notes made during telephone call from a a source in Califormia 1/4/67

Holds no brief for larry Schiller. Knows little about. him
or his beckground., Hae good reputation as sports photographer.
Deecribes himself as jouroelist nho.‘ If XIAC has any axe to
grind - it 18 permnal concern re. *® journe 1ism-by-check-book” ,

He is strictly concerned vith broadcast journaliem. Has
great respect for MIiu o TV - redio. Knows its great
power, Believes it is 8 mature and rupousibu“ncn mediug.

Ie concerned about many things going ou, 1.!. bockrpm attempts
to curtail freedom of informaticn; Suprm Court attempts to
restrict information. He 1s interested in freedom of speech and
press and "Journalism-by-Checkbook” is real and groving threat
to freedow of press. '

People are buying and selling news; they are dediceted to
voat 18 “saleable”, not Lo what is true.

Amnnnmtsarwmmmrt, Kufomdthm,maomy
loconsistencirs they are hard to list, with regard to vhat. occurred
on the purchase of Rub'y_"a secret tape by Schiller, for himself or
for Capitol Recorda.- o

Not 100 sure what the Capitol Records - Schiller relatiocoship
is.

To enumerate:

Capitol gnndlm-naopyofmm, playsd it like
the latest Bobby Darin, and & press rohm.

Joe Pyne had a comversation vith Joe To‘ﬁhill, vho was gracious
but angry with the Ruly family. He Mmmymminga lot
Of time and dedication. Joe Tomdbill told Crepe that Capitol Records
paid betweer $10,000 and $25,000 to Ruby femily - &m after Ruby
died.

"
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Meny pepers of 3 Jenuary 1967 and wire services were reporting
wvith transcripts that Schiller had obtained the interviev with Ruby,
they reported thts before Ruby dnﬂ or m even m

Tt come to Gum‘o attention - via Joi2 Pyne's pradmtr, Bal
Farete - that Schiller had approsched Parets on Tuesday, December
27th and offered to appesr on taped Joe Pyne progrem for nstiocnal
syndication. He vas taped on 28 Detesmber, to be played first in
los Angelss st KITV (Metro-dodis sister to Chpanel 5 NY), on Pyne,
as local progran on falowing Tuesday, ,4‘.‘.‘.';’3 m 1967; then
to be syonlicated arcund the country at later dates and timee.

The relsase dste for record wvas thb of Januaty 1 - 7
"'ommth-!‘ymmmm'.k,zh 1 %0 “get 10" eerly.

kmimm:wy-ﬂWioupMnm
return - mtmdimlpmmmbfwhy(uﬁlﬁc-m
Pemn Jonws) segments of the record. KGvIMSb-GOWsof
the Ruby tape, It wae taped, with Sehiller apd Pyms, aoi recordings
of the three participants, mlmm-mquuymm
tape. wum\-umuumuﬁnmm Nothing vas
said st that time about any psyment me Ruby family: 8¢hiller
gave impression Of scoring a MM’?,

mmmwu-'nmm',tm,mmm«nw
Ammmmammmm%mmummmm
“seniationsl”, nothing more. - (Pyne uiicpny 1ive radio show; he
is a persoal friend of iCrame.) cruq!chummm
were also sworn tO absolute silence. ;

On Ssturdsy 31 December 1966&&0”“54@”-4111&&
(Jim Ramsberg) was called by a e.mso!; ‘ﬂeﬁp recopd-promoter who
offered nim & "real hot exclusive” - nit as 8 Journalistic vemture
but a record pramotion. A.lsoﬂtfttdmummlmumun

Jockies and other Capitbl Records W- o New Year's veekend.
‘ 1
: ] No_oo/.u.
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: Crane telked to Schiller on 3 Januaty 1967 add he said’ thav oo
31 December he hsd.contected Tom Pettit 6f NBC and, accarding to
Schiller, he piayed the full track of the slbum on 31 December for
Tom Pettit without esoy restrictions um. e bad already offered-
it for public consumption t© NBC news, threé days before it was to

f

be giv'vn to Fyne exclusiwvely.,

On the day of Ruby's death (3 January 1967) - Pyne's date to
break the exclusive story - death occurred 3,30-&.& Dallas time Or
6.30 Los Augeles time. At mazan.nmwp(oomnwest
Broadcasters) played the whole Ruby n&gﬂ segment.

They (¥1AZ) had veex betrayed. With co-dperation, they got an
audio track of Schilleris canned appunngu on the Joe Pyne show.
They got a “photo tip” 11.15 a.m. of a pma conference cﬁ Capitol
Records (Los Ang@les) to play Ruby accrittttp‘

Scrambling at KLAC, somehow got audio track from KTTV and about
11.30 a.m. - i.@. 15 minutes after the news conference - KIAC played
the eatire sudio (10 minutes) of Schillerts appearance opn Pyue's show,
including 50 seconds of Ruby’s voice (and Jopee and Walthers) originally
intended for that night. Wyman went to the news conference (Be was in
Dallas two daye before (aristmas sppealing for a “PPO1” to tape Ruby's
last words - as CBS News Departaents in ,Dallas and Los Angeles; Radic
Televieion Nevs Directors Associstions; Sigms Delta Chi representatives
all agreed there was an urgent need that Ruby get his last wish - i.e,
o lie detectcr test. A Polygraph expert. volumteered o.do it, to pay
his own way to Daliss etc. They were told it was impoesible because
because of the tube in Ruby‘s chest, mental comdition, etc, Urgent
efforts wvere made by Metro-Media news branches all over the USA ss e
nevs organization t0 get agreemsnt td such a last Ruby statememt. All
newvs media in general were behind a pool arrangement - KIAC volunteered
to supply the tape etc. They contacted Elmer Qertr in Chicago, sbout

Ay
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ten days before Christmss; Oertz ssid he thought it couldn't be

done for health and other ressons but “will consider your suggesticas”;
however, there was not much hope it could be done (&t this time he bad
already s0ld the Ruby statement to Capitol Records and the tape wes

recorded on Friday or Saturday 16 or 17 Decesber 1966).

KIAC thogght it wves dealing in good faith. Wymsn weat to Dallas.
Decker told him (22 or 23 December) that four conditions must be met:

(1) permission of the autbarities, i.e./the D.A. snd
those under him;

(2) doctors;

(3) family and their lawyers;

(3) the Court-appointed lawyer (i.e. Fhil Burleson).
If sll agreed;, it would be (X, but under no other circumstances.
All this vas after the secret tape, but he feels Decker did mot know.
Burleson said - he is a silent protester, does not like whole Capitol
Records deel, but Gerts and Esrl Ruby set it up - But he stayed silenut,
sgain, because he wvas swvorn to secrecy. Burleson said “I dom*t- think
you vill be sble to do 1t". Opposed, but did not wish to buek the
client or other attormeys. So Wyman got novhere om this with Burleson.
Talked of Burleson's personsl and professional sscrifices for the Ruby
caoe.

Telked vith Peter Oeilich of Parkland Hospital, vho stated
exactly as Decker the four conditions. He did not seem avare of the

 Crane on phoue with Qerts, Rabbi Silverman, eté., all in good faith.
(Silverman hed been asked by Burleson to giwve Ruby spiritusl coafort). BNo go.
Wysan vert to Almn Livingston's news coriference armed with Tovnhill's
statement that $10,000 - $25,000 wvas paid far secret tape. Livingston
"copped out” and said, "No, not thet much.” In press relsase, nothing

o-'c/ooq
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uuidnbmttmmyp.mfcm%% Mmalbun
Jecket about morey being peid.. .

‘Bow much wes paidtt saum-tcwwmum
Mdimibuudthoulbmfu'”ﬂl . loanunnmto
"regret” or applogise. Livingston said "ng um«tlo, then
£aid he peid an advance, oml-dnn* ﬂm:'mlum
(just ae to any artist), wm.mu“mmmmnu
paid to Ruby's wisew 1 costs. hnid"!u, royalties will
be paid”.

&mulhdﬂ&ilhrinl!ﬂcn'm mwhu
(ntmlaul) by phone. Asked his, Mdumpq! He
snswered "Not & peyment. It wvas & domatiom. Aninﬁnituhll
amount of the usual amoupt." 'lomm-g,,mmng"mmupam.

Right efter Livingston seid, * r&yhun vill be paid”.

mmmmum,qmmmmwtm
procseds would go to the Kenoedy Librery fund. (Burlesqe had been given
tumpxnammm:) |

" Livingston and Schiller comtredict esch other, despite the fact
that Beiiller works for Livingston. - Burléstn seys his impressioc was
.Mmymmmmcmm%m,mmm
to say stasthing. . muminmmw&tmm the
Ruby's Teally need the mouey. Mus&u 111 and 2ots of
people. foaulanytoptﬂnwta' :

mm-um:mwmwmﬁimmum
secret tape vas made. wmwmmuumnomm
thcrou,bchpdnothingtodoﬂthlt.
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‘Who mede the errangementst Schiller replied, "I did, om §
December 1966 when Ruby wss taken to Parklsnd Hospital. I happeded
to.be there m,mmsl“ "Burleson wvas not coantacted; he was
entirely ignorant.” But Burleson says Schiller called hum and he
tursed him over 1o Gertz. Livingston, oo the comtrary, said “Capitol
Hecords® made the =ontact.

Schiller esid "I don't work for Capitcl Records”.

Scailler comtradicte Livingstor onm who made the comtact and on
wvhether Schiller worka for Capitcl Records.

Alan Livingstoo seid, 17 minutes were taped, of which Capitol
Recgrds Co. exzcerpted a 3-i minutes segment., BHe said the Company

wvas in possession of 17 minutes of tape saad bad selected for the
albua 3 1/2 minutes. '

Schiller said, aot 17 minutes - 12. What happened tc the rests
71 don't know” Who edited iti "’l did, 1o a nml room in Dallas. 20
minutes after it was recorded I left Dellss with b minutes of tape.
I don't know where the rest is - it would be anihblz to the press,
tut I don't know where it is”. : {
Be said he would have to call Certz in Chicago tc find ocut if
~ the rest was "still in existence” (8 minutes) (vs. Livingston, 13
minstes ). ]

Unclesr how he could leave Dallas with b minutee and atill be
under the impression there were § minutes “somevhere™. ILivingston
reiterated "17, not 12 minutes”. 13-minute segment is being mmde
available tc members of the Warres Commission or "interested or
concerned officisls” (1 e. Government poople on local, State or
Pederal level). '

griy “why not available to the press?” Livingston said -
Just not, but it exists. Schiller said - Just ask for it, but I
don't know where i1t is8 or if it exists.

aaaf-s.
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Livingston was asked why the Ruby family did not designate a
TV network or press organirstion. He said, because Capitol Recurds
sre & recording compeny., They wanted to get it elsctromically,
vhereas the press might inke the Ruby statement subject to mis-
interpretation.

So Capitol Records took the 17 minutes and took out the 3 1/2
minutes “we.felt vas pertinent” (i.e. Capitol Records' interpretation
of pertinency). (No journalistic track record for either Behiller or
Livingston). :

Schiller says, part of the deal was that the album would not
show Ruby's neme "big” or out of proportion with names of other
perticipants. :

Livingston says (re belance of tape, s nebulous 8 or 13 minutes -
who owns it? Where 1s it? Does it exist?): The family attorneys
have restricted its use to Warreo Commission or ex-Warren Commission
personnel.

AE & nevsman, Cramiamtmcumdto:ukeam-exwpton
the availability of the segmeat of Ruby tape restricted by the
attorneys. On legality: They guestiooed Livingeton, who said their
sttorneys bad said, “nothing iliegal®. Coosiders the project parallel
to a magazine,

Wade, as D.A. of Dallas, Decker, etc., and Burleson, say: there
is no law covering the situstion, for or against.

Schiller said to Crane, he would not say if he Wie in the roam,
it would "compromise his journalistic independence”.

The tape was given to Pettit Saturday - 3 days earlier - in sny
C‘”O i

If Schiller wvas in the room, even disguised as a doctor, no law
vas broken. Could not heve mmdquersded as police, though.

KIAC has [Gertz on tape saying Bch:llicr was not in room. Gert:
says so.
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What guarantees, whaf. ' indepecdent rvizhpee it is Ruby? Except
from those directly conterned witk the prosperous sale of the record?

Motivationt Livicgston said it wes s profit item - designed as
a profit item,

Livingstor. 3aid, we had honed to create an album of living histcry,
and becsuse of the fortunmate - or unfortunate ~ death of Ruby, it may
become & best-seller, '

When preesed further, Livingstor said, this was ngl designed as
a profitiess item, no. Livingston implied that no action had been
taken to promote the album before Ruby's death.

BPut Hal Parets @aid, Schiller came on our show to plug his record.
No doubt about that, Parets seid that Schiller had exploited him.

Schiller is proud that he got into this field of mx).io-,)ourmhm,
bas produced LSD, Homosexuality and Lenny Bruce albums.

Re pictures, Schiller said he had abjured the opportunity to take
photos of Rubyts family io grief. He could have, but did not do 1t

“to keep things in perspective.” _
Idvingston said, I beliewve pictures were taken in the hospital

room, yes. I have not seen them and if they exist, EA do ‘not have thea.
But Livingston believed pictures were takem.

Wade, today, esked if pictures were taken, said that Eva Grant
took photos of Ruby in hespital room for Life Magazind,

:W_sda definitely uyé photos were teken by Eva Granot.
- Jertz todey maid, absclutely no photos were taken by anyone.

Livingston said, he djh a0t consult doctors bmun he did not
think he would get permission, '

e
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Poiice? “¥o, no', 1t would never heave been given - i.&. He
decided to by-pass both doctors and police.

Sch1lier {mplied, then denied; then implied, then denied sgain
that he hed sought sdvice from two Warren Commission counsel, and
they told him it was “the rigbt thing to do" - mlm Wearren
Commission sanctxon of his uecret tape.

Gexiz said he was 4n and out of the rom ell dnyn Denied
knowing exactlv when tape waa taken. Does not know when, how mach,
just either Fridsy or Saturday. Careful to give no other details,
Will not say wno made ‘14, probably Harl Rilbﬁ Further said, no

Jpictures valec - Schi Ller vas 3efinitely not in the room.

No other -ape left - Gertz depies any unused tape {though he
does pat know bow much wag taken). :

Theo retreated bebind ""prot,éction'of irteraste of the cliert"”

 apd refused to discuss any further. Qertz said, po royelties.

Ruby family debt: $35,000.
Sugpested Fari made tape.

The poor guality and background noises on the secret tape hawve
been attributed to the air-conditiomer in the hospital roem. A check
wag made with the engineer at Parkland Hospital, who claimed that there
ie an all-yeer unit in Ruby's room.

The sutherticity of Ruby's voice: People ere asking how & man with

8 tncheotaly could speak lo_clnrly. Livingston said there were t:qb»nsv

up both nostrils, tubes drsining both sides of the chest, and a
"precautionary” trachectomy - and that a psrson with a tracheotomy was
able to speak. ]

Schiller said that Chpiul Records 414 not have & "dip filter” to
screen om; the noise, but has done sc since and m«h hetttr-quluty tapes,
But 1t 1s known that Capital Records has the best sudio-equipment in the
world, OSchiller says, teke & voice print, 1t will prove it ia Ruby's
voice.  Are there other tupu of - Ruay'o vutce‘l i 5

1nﬂ/ao.q
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An important marginal tape vas put om record by Capital without
using a dip filter -~ Are they cowvering ‘9 'the voice dr not? or did
they botch the Job? looneoutnidethamnmctmhn seen Ruby
in over a year. Schiller was not mthumm,thtapam-de,
therefore he dces not know whose voice it is and he cannot vouch for
the authenticity of Ruby's voice but must accept the ward of Elmer
Gertz, Earl Ruby and other family members. ' They are selling it. So
is Schiller. B0

S
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For Mailer making outrageous statements is normale. “e does it all the time. From
his reporting dsys and from his experience he knows that is o){Le way of getting attentione.
He knows, too, that what is controversial is attractive to those with TV shows as it is
to the papers. The more attention he gets the more attention there ish%g vpgksand the more
copies of them are solde Not being a gailer watcher mmt (and not refilishing that now)
I do not know how much of this is put one He may actually believe the nonsense he spouts
vhen it can get him attention. In any event, what he said at Penn and got him that
attenticn in Philadelphia seems to be a natural, for Hailer at least, progression fronm
some of whael he said earliere
- The Nation Ins itute held a debate in New York Q ity after éliver Stone's very suc—
cesful and highly-controversial movie J_FiK,was oute It was held ‘,J‘iarch 4, 1992 The New '
M haq' William Z?m_mes cover ite. His story appeared the next morning, e quoted
lailer as saying, among other things that range from preposterous to false, that
M "eee the surplus of thepries about the JFK assassinstion makes a factual movie
W Sn iz the subject impossible;" , 7
/
i /J.F.K. should be seen not as hc;story but as a myth,' the si&z;y bez‘.ﬁ‘ a hugh
and hideous event, in which the gods warred and a god fell\‘é" and
"1J.F.Ke was perhaps the worst of the great films but one with the power to
make new history '."

These stateients can be‘,"seen as the originmk of the nonsense he uttered at Penn and
did get h:.m s:.gm.ficant a‘t‘cexitn.on in }{)A/Ph_ladelph:z.a if not also elsewhere,

(ﬂ‘s_o_; id what is as diametrically opposite 'bne’ basic assumtplon of his
book as can be beciuse his bock is based entirely on his assumption that Oswald was the
lol‘be%ssaSSin. He then/i*eferted to what is the only possible reason for his book as "the
mind-stultifying myth of the lone assassine"

How it can be at one and the same time "the nrgg.—stultifying myth" and the basis for
& book that could not be written other than on the ssumption of this "mind-stultifying

myth," naturally, Mailer never sddresses. But as he writes history, he progés that it lies.



