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File Where Located 
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LEADS: 
MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS , TENN. 

Will continue to follov and report on the activities 

of the Invaders. 

© me eee ere ee 

This report js claral fied “Confidential” because 

4t contains information from sources of continuing value 

vhose identities, 1f revealed, might compromise their 

effectiveness and adversely aflvct the security of the 

United States. 

Copies of this roporl ure being furnished to the 

UV. &. Seeret Sexvice and U. 8. Attorney, both Memphis, and 

to the regional offices of the Jntelli gence agencies of the 

Artacd Forces, pursuant to Bureau instructions. 

Careful consideration vas glhven to the use of T 

syubols, and T symbols were wii!ized only in those instances 

ghee Jt was necessary to coversl the sources. 

LANCE "SWELT WILLIE wilNe" WAYSON has been placed 

op the Cecurity and Agitator Indexes, 

Cases have been opened on the following: 
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: Background informatiov will be developed on 
hese persons and, where appropriate, reports will be 

subs teed. 

  

A report has been subuitted on WILBERT JAMES, JR., 
and the case has been closed. A review of this case does 
hot indicate that additional investigation is warranted at 
thie tine, 
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edu conducted. 

  

The investigative period of this report predates 
reforenced report because information set forth in this 
xseport bad not been channelized when the referenced report 
WAS prepared. 
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Report of; SA BURL F, JONNSON Office: MEMPHIS 
Date: WARCH 31, 1970 

Field Office File No: 157-1067 Bureau File No. 1578460 

Tithe: INVADERS 

Character: RACTAR, MATTERS 

Synopsis The Invaders, a black militamt organization, was founded in 
Meupbis, Tenn., in the summer of 1957. In 3/70 the Invaders 
had an active membership of 10 members. im 3/70 the Invaders 
had no headquarters address and maintained no bank account. 
LANCE WATSON, Prime Minister of tha Invaders, attempted to 
Organize a project called "Operation Breakfast" im the fall 
of 1969 but was hampered by a lack of furds. WATSON and 4 
of his followers demonstrated at the Memphis PD in 2/70 
protesting police brutality. In 2/70 WAYSON indicated that he 
was attempting to reorganize the Jnvaders in an effort to make 
tha organization more effective. 

-p- 

DETAILS: 

1. ORGANIZATION 

A. Origin 
A militant black nationalist group of young Memphis, 

Tannessee, Negroes, now known ag Invaderg, was originally - 
formed in the summer and fall of 1967 by three Memphis Negroes, 
COBY VERNON SMITH, JOHN BURRELL SNITH, and CHARLES LAVERNE 
CABBAGE, During the fall of 1967 avd spring of 1968, it 
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assumed the name of Black Organizing Project (BOP), with 
subfidiary cells known as Afro-American Brotherhood (AAB) 
at Pwen College; Black Student Associatiou (BSA) at Memphis 
State University; LeMoyne College Intercollegiate Chapter of 
the;National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peopl 
(LIC, NAACP) at LeMoyne College; Invaders, primarily consisting 
of bigh school students and schoo] dropouts; and City Organizers, 
consisting of young non-student edults; all having a combined 
average membership of about 100. The ostensible purpose was 
to create pride in black identity, to teach black culture and 
black history, and to obtain employment for young blacks. 

(ME T-1, 3/18/70) 

B. Headquarters 

As of December 10, 1969, the Invaders had no head- 
quarters address. LANCE WATSON, the leader of the Invaders, 
resided on a part-time basis at the residence of his grand- 
mother, 333 Webster, Memphis; part-time at the residence of 
bis mother, 1709 South Parkway East, Memphis; and part-time 
at the Trumpet Motel, 380 South Second Street, Memphis. His 
main base of operations was at the home of his mother, 1709 
South Parkway East, and most business matters concerning the 
Invaders were handled at the latter address. 

(ME T-1, 12/10/69) 

As of March 20, 1970, LANCE WATSON, Prime Minister 
of the Invaders, resided at 1032 North Watkins, Apartment 3, 
Kemphis, Tennessee, where most business matters concerning 
the Invaders are conducted. 

(ME T-2, 3/20/70) 

C. Officers and Staff 

  

LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE' WATSON is the Prime Minister 
of the Invaders and is assisted by MICHAKS, STARKS. 

(ME T-1, 3/18/70) 
(ME T-2, 3/20/70) 
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D, Finances 

As of March 19, 1970, the Invaders maintained no ban 
account and had no known sources of income. 

(ME T-1, 3/18/70) 
(ME T-2, 3/20/70) 

E. Membership 

In March, 1970, the membership of the Invaders was 
composed of ten active members who are as follows: 

NATHANIEL NESBITT JOHNSON 
MICHAEL JEROME STARKS 
WILBERT JAMES, JR., also known as "Top Cat" 
ARLANDO WARMSLEY, also known as Tony 
DONALD PIGFORD 
TYRONE HOSEA MC NAIRY 

- LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE' WATSON 
LOUELLA JACKSON 
WILLIE WARFORD 
KIGIE WILLIAMS 

(ME T-1, 3/18/70) 
(ME T-2, 3/20/70) 

Il, ACTIVITIES 

On December 16, 1969, LANCE WATSON and other members 
of the Invaders attended a meeting at 449 Patterson, Memphis, 
at which time they discussed possible candidates who are 
favorable to the black community in the Memphis area. 

(ME T-2, 12/17/69) 

A meeting of the Invaders was held on December 30, 
1969, at the Trumpet Motel, 380 South Second Street, Memphis. 
At this meeting a committee on police brutality was discussed 
and WATSON stated he intended to become a member of this 
committee, 

(ME T-2, 12/31/69) 
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atte . ~~ During mid-December, 1939, “ATSON was heard discussin thefreorgarization of the Tavaders. 

(HE T-3, 12/17/69) } 
On the evening of January 15, 1970, a memorial service was beld in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at Ellis Auditorium, Memphis, Tennessee, {ANCE WATSON and other members of the Ivvaders were observed at this meeting, 

(ME T~1, 1/16/70) 

On January 15, 1970, CACHEATUH SuITH, a former member of the Invaders, was heard to comment that the Invaders is for a11 practical purposes a dead organization. SMITH stated that the organization exists in pame only and is what LANCE WATSON says it is ata given time. 

(ME T-1, 1/15/70) 

A meeting of the Invaders was held on February 9, 1970, at 1031 North Watkins, Apartment 3, Memphis, At this meeting a "trial" was held regarding TOUFULA JACKSON, who was believed by some of the members of being dishonest. After the trial they decided to use her only in workshop programs, 

(HE T-3, 2/9/70) 

Jn mid-February, 1970, LAVCE WATSON was heard to comment that he intended to reorganize tho Invaders in order to make the organization more effective. 

(HE T-1, 2/11/70) 
A meeting of the Invaders 43s hetd on February 11, 1970, at 1031 North Watkins, Apartment 3, Memphis. At this mecting a "rap session" was held at which time the members . present discussed the history of the black race, sex, and ways in which the white man has tricked and used the black people. At this meeting WATSON stated he was going to reform the Invaders. 

(ME T-2, 2/11/70) 
(ME T-3, 2/12/70) 
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Memphis, Tennessee 
In Reply, Please Refer to March 31, 1970 

File No. 
» esd» | pve 

; 

Title INVADERS 

Character RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference Report of SA BURL F. JOHNSON 
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Dated March 31, 1970, at 
Memphis, Tennessee, and 
captioned as above 

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. ‘ 
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