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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Memphis, Tennescsee
May 19, 1969

- RE: INVADERS
(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS
FOUNDATION FOR CO¥MUNITY ORGANIZATIONS)

"As early as January 29, 1969, a first source advised
that the National Council of Churches held its winter executive
board meeting at the Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, from
the approximate period Jamuary 23, through 26, 1969; that during A
this time a group of young Memphis irresponsible black militants
known as the Invaders made contact with certain officials at
this conference demanding that the Natiomal Council of Churches
finance them with as much as $59,000 for a summer program to be
adminirtered by Coby Vernom Smith, male Negro, 2240 Brown Avenue,
Memphis, Tennessee, and studemt of Southwestern College, who
during recent months, according to source one, has served as the
prime adviser and- liaison man of the Imvaders with the white
community. :

. Source one pointed out that Smith was one of the
original founders of the Black Organizing Project of which

the Invaders was a subsidiary cel)l, that for all practical
purposes the Black Organizing Project has ceased to exist with
the Invaders being the only original cell of the Black
Organizing Project still in existemce,

(A characterization of the Invaderes is attached
hereto in the appendix)

*

Also on January 29, 1969, a second source familiar
with many activities of the Invaders advired that since that
time there had been some contacts em the part of Coby Smith
with (IFCO) known as the Interrelipgtous Foumndation For
Community Orgamizations particularly with one Rennie Freeman

‘allegedly of Detroit, Michigan. This source knew nothing [ .ot
further concerning Freemam or IFCV, thnuﬁ0~_-“§;
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RE: INVADERS
(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY

" ORGANIZATIONS )

As recently as April 17, 1869, source three advis
thalt Melvin Smith, Minister of Defemse and Minister of Afric :
Culture and History of the Imvaders amd Shirley Young, a member
of the Invaders had commented that Coby Vermon Smith, along
with Louis Welch, currently chairmsn of the Invaders, had somehow
received two plame tickets from Weipkis to Detroit, Michigan, .
apd had left around 11:00 a.m., April 16, 1969, to go to Detroit, -
Michigar, to see Remnie Freemap of IYCO.

0y

Later on April 23, 1959, sc’T. advised that on
funday, April 20, 1969, it had heen ascertained with certainty
that Coby Vernom fmith and Louis Welch had returned from Detroit,
Michigan, where they said they had attenpted to obtain money
for the local Invaderr from IF(% amd that they were due to :
return to Detroit, Michigan, on or abgut Thureda April 24, 1969.

Also om April 23, 19692, source 2
Charles LaVerme Cabkage, ome of the origimal founders of the _
Invaders, had commented that ome F. A. €mith allegedly of IFCO °
was rtaying at the Lorraine Hotel, 406 %ulberry, Memphis, and
that on April 20, 1969, Coby Vernon Smith, Maurice Lewis, who
is pow in the United States Army and who was recently an active
Invader, went to the hotel to see E. A. Smith, asking that IFCO
provide the Invaders with $79,000.

~ Source three pointed cut that Charles LaVerne Cabbage
of 234 Ingle, is currently free oz both Federal and state bonds,
He was recently comvicted im Urited States District Court, N
Memphie on a charge of failure to report for Selective Service
induction. The presidimg judge ha= moil as yet passed sentence.
He is on state bond, appealimg a recent conviction in Shelby
County Criminal Court, whereim he wag. convicted of third
degree burglary and carrying a pistol.’

In the emsuing conversatiom, fmith indicated that

Reverend H, Ralph Jactsom, Director of the Minimum Slary
Office of the AME Church, with offices at 276 Hernando, Memphis,
Tennessee, and Treasurer of a Meuphis ¥imisterial Group, which
has supported various black militent causes, known as Community
on the Wove For Equality (COME), had applied for $79,000 from
IFCO and that the money would he gramted by IFCO only if it could
} _ Reum o 200 tostn s m S
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RE: INVADERS
ONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY
RGANIZATIONS )

&

be equally divided among various Memphis civil rights and blac
power groups, such as the Black Krights, Imc., a group head- :
quartered im North Kemphis, headed by Warrem Lewis, primarily
aimed at mneighborhood commumnity projecte, more employment for

. Negroer and projects of a comstructive nature, COME, plus the

Invaders,

E. A. Smith at this timo gave to Coby Smith a list
of names of prominemt people comnected with IFCO who Coby
Smith could feel free to comtact in seekimg said funds. The
list of people are mot kmowm to source three., E. A. Smith
indicated to Coby Smith that he would prcbably be in Memphis
on an average of once a month durimg the next few months
although he did mnot elaborate im this regard.

Again, on April 24, 1969, source three aov1=ei at
Coby Vermon Smith had called by lomg distance Remnie Freeman
of IFCO in Detroit, that Freemam was mot im; that Coby Smith
talked with his alleged secretary, who indicated that plane
tickets had been mailed to Smith for a forthcoming trip by
him to Detroit, Coby imndicated that IFCD has been having
people come imto the Detroit, Wichigam, area, nearly every
weekend from various black power groups throughout the

Uni ted States.
" As recently as May 3, 1969, sou!ell!!ree advised that

to the best of his kmnowledge, Coby Vermon Smith did make a
trip to Detroit, Michigan, and wae im all probability accompanied
by Louis Welch.

Source three advised thst COby Smith has said nothing
further comncermimg this trip amd it is mot kmown if he received
any money or any specific promises of amy money from IFCO,-

Source three comjectured that the meeting which Coby
Smith and possibly louis Welch attended was im all probability
the meeting of the Natiomal Blacl Ecomomic Development
Conference at Detroit'’s Wayme State University, described in
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RE: INVADERS :
(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY

RGANIZATIONS)

Jet hagazine issue May 15, 1969, page 20, which had been call
. by I¥CO for the purpose of rallying more church-related organikza- '
v tions around the growimg comcept of community development. R
This article of Jet imdicated thet the session ended in a
frustrating debate over who should comtrol the ghetto economy
in the future - black capitalists or mixcd socialism; that the
Reverend fucious Walker, Jr., IFCQ Frecutive Director, had
| explained that the meeting was called "To bring black persons
i together to develop ecomomic concepts that reach beyond the .
current fad of black capitalism ard envelop to total community —--"
The article continued that the rhetoric hlack Militants obscured,
the results of hardworking delegates most of whom represented X
black-controlled church foundations amd governmental agencies
5 and that as a result the black militants came forth with a
1 manifesto demandimg $500,000,000 in 'reparations from racist
1 . christisn churches amd Jewish synegogues' and that the manifesto
: wag read by James Formam and his supporters, Forman, according
to source three is the former First Executive Secretary of the :
Student Nom-Violemt Coordimatimg Cowmittee (SNCC), a characterization
of which is attached hereto.

The Jet article contimued that im taking control of
the meeting Formam, referred to as the former SNCC boss,
& demanded and got the delegates' endorsement to appoint the
original IFCO steering committee to carry out the "revolutionary"
manifesto, This article pointed ocut that the religious reparation
fupd called for im the mamifeste would b2 ured to set up land
banks im the South, communicaticu cemters im major urban areas
and to establish mational cooperatives, The article pointed out
that Formanm told his screaming followers ‘''We will begim the 5
revolution --- by marching om thke churches and holding them until
the reparation is paid." 'let's mot get hung up om the white
man's parliamentary democracy --~ All the dissenters leave."

The 'Natiomal Observer," weekly mewspaper published in
Washipgtom, D. C., page 3,issue May 10, 1969, pointed out that
on the previous Sunday, James Formaum had disrupted services at
Riverside Church in New York, New York, by attempting to read the
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RE: 1NVADERS
{(CONNECT1ONS WITH INTERRELICIOUS FOUNDATION FOR COMNUNITY , - «

ORGANI1ZATIONS)

maniifesto before the 1,500 church attendeesr during said servige.

The article pointed out that after Forman left
Reverend Ermest Campbell, the church's preaching minister,
commented that 'The primcipal of reparation has sound
theological underpimmimgs. Most christism churches in the
United States feel pemitenmt about what the white man has
done to the black mam im this society. Restitution is an
integral part of pemitemce." It stated, however, that he
. ecriticized the manifesto as weal because it resorted to a
"Good guy, bad guy motif.'" He added 'The christian churches
[ in this country have too long been comcerned with private
J religious experiemce to the meglect of basic justice. Pay
. day bas come. What the price should be and how and to whom
1 it should be paid are questioms properly before the house. "
Thie article indicated that the matiomal headquarters of IFCO
were located across the street from the Riverside Church and
described 1FCO as an agency funded by community-help
" organizations and by the social-ection arms of several
denominations, which had channeled one willion three hundred
thousand dollars to community preojects iu two years and that
IFCO was under fire im Los Amgeles for its aid to groups

g accused of militant activities, —

: As recently as May 15, 1969, sources one, two and
three adviesed that to date there has been no indication that
the Invaders or amy other groups or individuals in Memphis,
Tennessee, had made any effort to implement the demands outlined
hereipbefore as origimally propcurnded by James Forman at the
Detroit meeting. Sources ohe, two and three also added that
in their opimiom Coby Vermom Smith is a con man and while he
is most militamt to the point of beimg obscemly offensive

and violence prome in many of his statements, that primarily
he ie interested im his own self interest, feeding not only
his ego, but embancing his material wealth and that they feel
he is attempting to bulldoze some foundation or group into
granting a lot of money to the Inmvaders, which he Coby Smith
hopes to comvert to his ownm use if humanly possible.
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AL andwn e Riaen crusring Power, ' L

afvosianricnn Leetnorhood, '

e BLESK SLAdENT ASSOCIATICN, ' : M

Toeudors, : pAeian 4 ”
v latcrﬂnllegigte Caapter of tue N
sutionnl Asscgiaviow foip The Advancepent l .
vi Culoved Perplo (WLACPY, -2 4
11 Orainicers . :
1558 | oo

Cn aAnrsd 28, 310686, 2 first socurce ndviscu thdt 2.,

tlack pnwc“ group at Mewphss which has beewn in' existence ior

sevelrsl ponths has wntil vecently bren knewn &8 Elock A

Orpvni:ih Piowe s It as pOw kuuwn as Dlack Crgenizing Project

(EOE. L nlso kaown as 532K Crganizipg Power. with five cells

Crouhvts, known as 121 Alree-dasctican Srovherinod (AAE,

Arinirily eonsivedlny of Gwen Coliope syudents, (2) Black .

Sracent ASSOUIn1iAar (H3AY . primeciiy consisting of Memphis

Sinie University JMEUY Nogroo stuedenio; 437 Lefityae [nuele

coiieviate Caavter of the NARCD, cU;blS ing of LeMoyne, Coillege

siedents s {4y the Tuvaders, L;n»'ﬂe g mestly cf wigh scrool

droveuts,; and 37 1he Civy Grﬂvnlgcrs counprised of young adulis.

AAD hAs abour 18 mexbors; HSA bas abour 20 members;
the Invaders aus abouve 15 mawmbacs; the Lelioyue group has about
30 menbers; and the City Crganizers has about 20 members. o«

Sousce one advised "%xt the B2 attexnis 10 create

pride in biacl: identity. aticanis {0 tezcih and promote tho
tcaching 6f Negrd hilwory, and Lo promote biack culture -and
obisin sere enplovaent for young Negroes. ; |

Pne Executive Secretory of BOP is Charles Laverne

On Fobruary 16, 1848, Charles Laverne CaLdage

- e
3 uSuflly acknouzedsen brzn; ieador of BO», cibiaing he
: lhEodavetus Of bLLok power in Meaphis, Teancssee, and
X

]

2

2's pursese is o stisalste in the ydusny Negroes &

* black idcn J Dla-n wride, and bipck consciousness,

haae O g o ‘.’,3
Ko said his grpapn follows the teuchings of Studeat Rore=Viclent
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1 APPINDIX

STULZNT NONVIOLENT COC2DINATING comt el

] B

The Student Nonviolent Coordinsting Committee (S£1:GC),
“dquartered at 360—362 HNelsea Street, S, W,, Atlinta, Cuo xla,
a nonmembership organization, vhich was born out of the -
-in movement that erupued acrecss the Couth beginning

1960,

1o 7T

-

Today SNCC identifies itself as an orpanization in
the revolutionary vauguard, Mt astvocuues ¢hat to be successful
it is necegsary to dovelop & revoluiionsry ideology and
revolutionary progzranm,

According to &€ the y av 1067 marked a historic
nilesteine in the sirugsle ror the libearation of black people
in the United States and the ysar that revelutionaries
thredgshout the world beg n to uniurstand nowre fully the innact
of the Llaclh movewznt, SHCC doclirad that "ilberation will
cons only vhen there is final dnstruction of this mad octopusS--
the capitalistic system of the United States with all its
life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism that choke
the 2zople of Airica, Asia, and Latin Auwerica, Ths realities
of block lifo, toy ether with thz recogrition instilled in SNCC
vorksrs forced 1t remibers to furthexr popularize the legitinacy
of self-defencse and reb llions when oppression bzcame too great,"

From May, 1966, umtil Kay, 1¢67, Stokely Carmichael
vi3 lletional Chairman of SIICC, As of July, 1963, Carmichcel
resided in Vashington, D, C., vhkere he vas affiliated with
SJCC &nd active ac temporary chairman of a black coalition

- eroup. In May, 1967, Carmichacl was replaced by Hubert Geroid

Brovn, comznonly known as H, Rap Brown, who served until
June, 1968,

In June, 1968, at thc Staff znd Coentral Commitice
testiag of NCC keld in Atlanta, Grorgiz, it vas decided to
resurusture the organization by Pquulx;duzon of rxsponsibility
Ey creating ten deputy or vice chazirm2nsnipn, The p.im‘ry
purpcese for this change is to take law enforcer nt pressure off
any single individual, '
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RE: INVADERS
© (CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY

RGANIZATIONS )
¥ This document comtaims meither recommendations mnor
! conclusicne of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is
) loaned to your agemncy; it amd it® ccontemts are mot to be
j distributed outside your agemcy.
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