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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
May 19, 1969 

~ RE; INVADERS 
(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS 
FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS ) 

‘As early as January 29, 1969, a first source advised 
that the National Council of Churches held its winter executive 
board meeting at the Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, from 
the approximate period January 23, through 26, 1969; that during 
this time a group of young Memphis irresponsible black militants 
known as the Invaders made contact with certain officials at 
this conference demanding that the National Council of Churches 
finance them with as much as $59,000 for a summer program to be 
administered by Coby Vernon Smith, male Negro, 2240 Brown Avenue, 
Memphis, Tennessee, and student of Southwestern College, who 
during recent months, according to source one, has served as the 
prime adviser and liaison man of the Invaders with the white 
community. 

. Source one pointed out that Smith was one of the 
original founders of the Black Organizing Project of which 
the Invaders was a subsidiary cel), that for all practical 
purposes the Black Organizing Project has ceased to exist with 
the Invaders being the only original cell of the Black 
Organizing Project still in existence. 

(A characterization of the Invaders igs attached 
hereto in the appendix) * 

    

Also on January 29, 1969, a secend source familiar 
with many activities of the Invaders advised that since that 
time there had been some contacts on the part of Coby Smith 
with (IFCO) known as the Interreligtous Foundation For 
Community Organizations particularly with one Rennie Freeman 
‘allegedly of Detroit, Michigan. This source knew nothing f 2th: 
further concerning Freeman or IFC), reef 
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As recently as April 17, 1969, source three advis 

thalt Melvin Smith, Minister of Defense end Minister of Afric ‘ 

Culture and History of the Invadere and Shirley Young, a member 

of the Invaders had commented that Coby Vernon Smith, along 

with Louis Welch, currently chairman of the Invaders, had somehow 

received two plane tickets from Meuphis to Detroit, Michigan, . 

and had left around 11:00 a.m., April 15, 1969, to go to Detroit, — 

Michigan, to see Rennie Freeman of ITCO., 
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of Later om April 23, 1959, secure” advised that on 

it ' Sunday, April 20, 1969, it had heen ascertained with certainty 

- that Coby Vernon Smith and Louis Welch had returned from Detroit, 

Michigan, where they said they had atterpted to obtain money 

for the local Imvaderr from IFC“ and thet they were due to m 

return to Detroit, Michigan, on or about Thureda April 24, 1969. 

      

Also on April 23, 1969, source’ 

Charles LaVerme Cabbage, ome of the origimal founders of the 

Invaders, had coymented that ome FE. A. mith allegedly of IFCO 

was fteying at the Lorraine Notel, 406 “ulberry, Memphis, and 

that on April 20, 1969, Coby Vernon Smith, Maurice Lewis, who 

is now in the United States Army and who was recently an active 

: Invader, went to the hotel to see E. A. Smith, asking that IFCO 

4 provide the Invaders with $79,000. 

- Source three pointed cut that Charles LaVerne Cabbage 

of 234 Ingle, is currently free ox both Federal and state bonds, 

He was recently comvicted in United States District Court, . 

Memphie on a charge of failure to report for Selective Service 

induction. The presiding judge has not as yet passed sentence, 

He is on state bond, appealing a recent conviction in Shelby 

County Criminal Court, wherein he was.convicted of third 

degree burglary and carrying a pistol. 

»- 
, * 

’ In the emsuing conversation, Smith indicated that 

ss Reverend H, Ralph Jackson, Director of the Minimum lary 

Office of the AME Church, with offices at 276 Hernando, Memphis, 

- Tennessee, amd Treasurer of a Menphis Wimisterial Group, which 

x has supported various black militent causes, known as Community 

' on the Move For Equality (Q@OME), had applied for $79,000 from 

IFCO and that the money would te granted by IFCO only if it could 
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RE: INVADERS 
ONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOVS FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY 
RGANIZATIONS 

a 

be equally divided among various Memphis civil rights and blac 
power groups, Such as the Black Weights, Imc., a group head- 
quartered in North Memphis, headed by Warren Lewis, primarily ~~ 
aimed at neighborhood community projects, more employment for 

. Negroes and projects of a constructive mature, COME, plus the 
Invaders, 

E. A. Smith at this timo gave to Coby Smith a list 
of names of prominemt people comnected with IFCO who Coby 
Smith could feel free to contact im seekimg said funds. The 
list of people are mot known to source three. E. A. Smith 
indicated to Coby Smith that he would prebably be in Memphis 
on an average of once a month durimg the next few months 
although he did not elaborate in this regard. 

   

   Agaim, om April 24, 1969, source three advised at 
Coby Vermon Smith had called by long distance Rennie Freeman — 
of IFCO in Detroit, that Freeman wes mot in; that Coby Smith 
talked with his alleged secretary, who indicated that plane 
tickets had been mailed to Smith for a forthcoming trip by 
him to Detroit. Coby indicated that IFCO has been having 
people come into the Detroit, Michigam, area, nearly every 
weekend from various black power groups throughout the 
United States. 

' As recently as May 3, 1969, coun ee advised that 
to the best of his knowledge, Coby Vernon Smith did make a 
trip to Detroit, Michigan, and was im all probability accompanied 
by Louis Welch. 

Source three advised thet coby Smith has said nothing 
further concerning this trip and it is mot known if he received 
any money or any specific promises of amy money from IFCO.° 

Source three conjectured that the meeting which Coby 
Smith and possibly Louis Welch attended was im all probability 
the meeting of the National] Black Economic Development 
Conference at Detroit's Wayme State University, described in 
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RE; INVADERS 

(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY 

RGANIZATI ONS ) 

Jet Imagazine issue May 15, 1969, page 20, which had been call 

by IFCO for the purpose of rallying more church-related organiza-~~ 

tions around the growing concept of community development. oe 

This article of Jet indicated that the session ended in a 

frustrating debate over who should control the ghetto economy 

in the future - black capitalists or mixed socialism; that the 

Reverend fucious Walker, Jr., IFCO Frecutive Director, had 

explained that the meeting was called "To bring black persons 

together to develop economic concerts that reach beyond the 

current fad of black capitalism and envelop to total community -<-- 

The article continued that the rhetoric hlack Militants obscured 

the results of hardworking delegates most of whom represented 

black-controlled church foundations and governmental agencies 

and that as a result the black militants came forth with a 

manifesto demanding $500,000,000 im "reparations from racist 

christien churches and Jewish symegogues" and that the manifesto 

was read by James Forman amd his supporters. Forman, according 

to source three is the former First Executive Secretary of the : 

Student Nom-Violemt Coordinatimg Committee (SNCC), a characterization 

of which is attached hereto. 

The Jet article continued that in taking control of 

the meeting Forman, referred to as the former SNCC boss, 

demanded and got the delegates’ endorsement to appoint the 

original IFCO steering committee to carry out the "revolutionary" 

manifesto, This article pointed out that the religious reparation 

fund called for im the manifesto wauld ba ured to set up land 

banks in the South, communication cemters in major urban areas 

and to establish matiomal cooperatives, The article pointed out 

that Forman told his screaming followers "We will begin the a 

revolution --- by marching on the churches and holding them until : 

the reparation is paid." "Let's mot get hung up om the white 

man's parliamemtary democracy --~ All the dissenters leave." 

The 'National Observer," weekly mewspaper published in 

Washington, D. C., page 3,issue May 10, 1969, pointed out that 

on the previous Sunday, James Forman had disrupted services at 

Riverside Church in New York, New York, by attempting to read the 
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RE; INVADERS 
(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIG10US FOUNDATION FOR COMNUNITY,~ * 

ORGANIZATIONS ) 

mandfesto before the 1,500 church attendeer during said servide. 

The article pointed out that after Forman left 

Reverend Ernest Campbell, the church's preaching minister, 

commented that "The principal of reparation has sound 

theological underpinnings. Most christicn churches in the 

United States feel pamitent about what the white man has 

done to the black mam in this society. Restitution is an 

integral part of pemitemce," It stated, however, that he 

criticized the manifesto as weak because it resorted to a 

"Good guy, bad guy motif." He added "The christian churches 

in this country have too long been concerned with private 

religious experiemce to the megiect of basic justice. Pay 

day has come. What the price should be and how and to whom 

4t should be paid are questions properly before the house." 

This article indicated that the national headquarters of IFCO 

were located across the street from the Riverside Church and 

described 1FCO as an agency funded by community-help 

organizations and by the social-ection arms of several 

denominations, which had channeled one million three hundred 

thousand dollars to community projects iu two years and that 

IFCO was under fire im Los Angeles for its aid to groups 

accused of militant activities. Cea 

3 As recently as May 15, 1969, sources one, two and 

three advised that to date there has been no indication that 

the Invaders or any other groups or individuals in Memphis , 

‘Tennessee, had made any effort to implement the demands outlined 

hereinbefore as origimally propounded by James Forman at the 

Detroit meeting. Sources one, two and three also added that 

in their opiniom Coby Vernon Smith is a com man and while he 

ig most militamt to the point of being obscemly offensive 

and violence prone in many of his statements, that primarily 

he is imterested im his own self interest, feeding not only 

his ego, but enhancing his material wealth and that they feel 

he is attempting to bulldoze some foundation or group into 

granting a lot of momey to the Invaders, which he Coby Smith 

hopes to convert to his own use if humanly possible. 

Sewer, 

5 

a
n
t
,
 

7 

. Ory OC ete Eye —s = 
3 ere wa ay a ee ey = a rie SR Rm ar er rrr an a re z a Le ‘ ay oe i 

rd tage lect Des cack ht eee Tend i). Mine eng che Puna heat choy irateety Sie aie Let 
TRE ett BOC GOCE Ere Pe EEE ERI Tae CF eh eee Gh



  
SCE ASP py Oe 

2 | roan x aodienn La AL ee six 
oe - ve wares Hy ON oe oye ‘lo 
: i Ng C8, re | dy si Bree Da’ : $a & co 

  

   

  

  

x   

Aes swa ws Faseh Vouavdicg Powers, : 
fewest ame icenn Seether bood, 

Bleck LSuudent Associataes, ‘ ces 
Ipcuders . 

hl ¥ng Fntercollegiare Chapter of we 

Nationa Assceiation for whe Advancenent | 
ei Colored People CANCPS, ot 

dts. Ovaanivers | 
! & 

.   On Aorak 35, 3965. 1. first source Advised that a, 
’ 

black wower group a Mcwphas which has been in’ existence for . 

severel woniis kas untal recently been known as Elack 
Qrenndgiug Pewee, it As now kacwn as Black Grganizing Project 

(HOE. adso xaows as Shack Grganizing Power, with Live certs 
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oie 1 HSA) cprinerdaay consisting of Memphis 
Sts.ic Unaversaty iMSU?P Nogeo studento; 437 Lekuyae I[ntere 
cOkieviate Chanter of the NAACP. consisting of LeMoyne, Cotiege 
gsiudents; ff) the Tuvadess, cons isting mostiy ef high school 

drovouts; and {3) whe Cary Oreenizers, conprised of young BGU2 16's 

ASD has about 42 merwbers; BSA has abour 20 members ; 
the Invaders hias about 35 manbers; the Lelioyue group has about. 
20 menbers; and une City Organizers has about 20 members. _f 

BouUree ONG RaGVAsSeG THAT vhe BUP ALTENDTS tO create 

price in black ideniiny, aticusis to tezch and promote cus 

tonoching Gf Negro hisvworvy, and to promote biack culture and 

obtain avre employment for young Negroes. 

Qne Executive Seeretary of BOP ig Charles Laverne 

On Fobruavy 36, §9¢8. Cnarles Laverne Cavdage DP ie 

ye Scnally acknowlencets berny leader Of BOP, claining he 

: the davetus of binek powes in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
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£ plack identity. black pride, and biack consciousness, 
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STULLNT NONVIOLENT COC2DINAT ENG CORT ER NIT 
sane ve   

The Student Nonviolent Coordinsting Committee (SGC), 
*dquertered at B60 =SE8 | Relsea Sieeet, &, W,, Aclenta, post ada, 
a nonmembershin organization, uhich was born out of tha - 
-in movement that erupted aecress th: South beginning 
1960, 
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Today SNCC identifies iiself as an organization in 
the revolutionary wtuguard, It astvacuues that to be successful 
it is necessary to dovelop &@ revolutiowry ideology and 
revolutionary prozran, 

Accord ing to Sere the yo iw~ 1067 warked a historic 
mnilestcne in the strug:le 1or the Liberstion of black people 
in the United States and the yaar that revolutionaries 
threashout the world beg7n to vusderstand wore fully the impact 
of the Llach movement, SHCC declired that “Liberation will 
co.s only when there is final dostruction of this mad oct opusS-- 
the capitalistic system of the United States with all its 
life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism that choke 
the  20ple of Africa, Asia, and Latin America, The realities 
ox black lito, tox ether with the recogrition instilled in SNCC 
Workers forced its mombers to further popularize the legitinacy — 
of self-defense and reb2llions when oppvession became too great, 

Fron May, 1966, until Nay, 1267, Stokely Carmichael 
wis Meational Chairman of SiiCC, As of July, areca! Carmichcel 
resided in Washington, D, C,, where he vas affiliated with 
S:ICC end active as temporary’ chairman of a black coalition 

-eroup. In May, 1967, Carmichael] was replaced by Hubert Geroid 
Broun, commonly known as H, Rap Brown, who served until 
June, 1968, 

In June, 1968, at the Staff end Central Committee 
hosting of SCC held in Atlanta, Grorgis, it was deciged to 
regsuructure tho organization by "equa List $ ion of responsibility 
Ey ercating ten deputy or vice ch@irmanshins, The primary 
‘ugposs For this change is to take law enforcers nt pressure off 

eny Single individual, ‘ 
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RGANIZAT IONS } 

: This document contains meither recommendations nor 
conclusicms of the FBI. I1t is the property of the FBI and is 

J loaned to your agency; it and ite centemts are not to be 
' distributed outside your agency. 
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