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Lt. LUT ObUCTION 

Pursuant to the direction of Novembar 24, 1975 of the 
Attorney General, a review was undertaken of the files of the 
Deparcment and the FRI that partain to Martin Luthar King, Jr. 
The purpose of the review was to make 42 recuureadationa aa to 
wnethex the Investigation of the assassinahion of Dr. Rinz 

‘ ; should be reopened. On December 1, you elaborate? on the 
Atrorney General's divection and set as goals for the review 
the answering of two questions: (CU) 

1) What action, if any, was uatertaken by 
the FBI which had or may have had an 
effect, direct or indirect, on the 
assassination of Martin Luther Ying? Cus 

ertaken by 
ve had any 

or indirect, 

2) What action, if any, wa 
the FBI which hau or m2 

other adverse effect, d 

on Nartin Luther Was 2Cu 

i
k
e
 

a
 

     bere ee eee ete e settee asmp etme amar ieegereet 

cai j eco _ shal 

   
mere ° 
oe biiek SOU 

Pursuant cro 28 CVP.LR. §17.26, portions of 
reelages 

  

” eas wae V 
4 mY Nee ee te 

Pyke toa a Des eT oa . 

pa 
3 

wo ee es av ewe, sapere tag - — aa S86 ee en 

 



    

LV, INVES'CIGATLON OF MARTIN 
BY Tie FRE 

: A. Adequacy of the Investig 

‘My reading ck the asséssina 

to conclude that tre Pureau's 

clon investigation leads me 

investigation was comprehens? ive, 

thorough and protre sional. Every conceivable lead seems to 

have deer purcued. Creat numbers of persons wno were a nota to 

dislike blacks were checked out 4s suspects. 

offices were put on alert to par -ticipate in the inv 

and each SAC was neid pe rsonaily responsible for 

rea were run down. 

attorneys who, at various times, had 

toring the investigation and all are 

had nothing to de with Martin Luther 

leads in his. 
[ have ta 

respensiblld oO 

satisfied chat che FBI 

All Bu au field 

ssination. G) 

tions of Rureau Involvenent in the 
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ssination 

  

As 

There are none with the exception. of the COLNTELPRS 

ectivity of proposing that a piine memorandum be sent to 2 

iwaphis paper to emburraus Ring 9 meving inte che Lorrains 

Hotel where he was shot. That ban been investigated previously 

end its vurpose is subject to a different imkokpBets ation, dis 

CuUsscd webow (uy 

. .Eyvidenc2 exists that th vo 

assassination. On April 2, 15 B 

turned down an FBI request t oO 

Athaate and Washington to learn about plans he 

People's Campaign. This request indicates that the 

no.chease in 

eredit King 
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papers indicates a continuation of eae 

King. Logic suggests that the la 

was to make King a martyr, tner eby enhancing his 

c's (and King's) plans. 

Lanting an embarrassing stozy in the iempnis 
campai 

murs counter toe years of effort by the FBI to discr 

neutralice King. Finally, the investigation was so massive and 

The attempt 
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Wiretao Surveillance of Dr. Ki ing an and tne § Scuc 
  

  

Location Instalied 

King's home 11/8/63 

New York City apartment 8/14/64 

Hyatt House, Les Angeles 4/24/64 

Hyatt louse, Los Angeles | 7/7/64 
Claridge Hotel, 2 7", 

Atlantic City “8/22/64 
SCLC, Atlanta - 11/8/63 
SCLC, New York ..  - 10/24/63 

7/31/64. 

  

| “Mierovhone Surve eillance of Dr 

_ Location 

Willard Hotel, Wawibanton., D.C. 
‘Skroeder Hotel, Milweukee 
«Hilton . teveltan Village, Honolulu 

(+ Ambassedor Hotel, Los Angeles 
' Hyatk House, Los Angeles 

gracile: Hotel, Detrcit 
Senator Motel, Sacramento 

Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles 
Menger Hotei, Savannah 
‘Park Sheraton, New York 
Americana Hotel, New York. 
Pavk Sheraton, New York ~ 
Shexaton Atlantic, New York 
Astor Hotel, New York fg 
New Yoris Hilton, New York 
émericena Hotel, New tozk 

Qs 
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4/30/55 

9/8/64 
4/26/64 
719184 
8/27/64 
6/21/65 
1/24/64 

. King: Jan. 64-Nov. 

2445/64 
os 1/27/64 

2/18/64 
2/20/54 

ot' 2/22/84 
“ : a 3/ La/64 

4/23/64 
7/7/54 

“2 :G/26/54 
1. §./8/65 
1/29/65 
3/29/65 

~ °§/12/65 
“10/14/65 
10/28/65 » 
11/25/65 
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31/64 7131164 

2d 

65



5 
4 

-kevoumended thet the FBi destroy it. Heover refused t 
Sa 

CLASSIFIED: EXEMPT- (b) (1) 

a ee Ho tee (© . on ow & . a L 

Attorney Geneval Kennedy resigned in September ond he 

gave Courtney Evans the material about King's hotel activities 

provided nim on two earliex occasions by the FBI. Kennedy cid 

not wont the material in Department cf Justice files and he 
4 
ao Sw 

and directed that it be retcined in @ secure loca z0n.(U) 

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT-(b) (1)



  

met with a delegation of several women reporters. Om the vecoxd, 

he called King "a notoricus liar". Hoover's remaric caused a 

sensation. Off the record, Hoover said of King: "lle is one of 

the lowest charecters in the country". Later one of these re- 

porters apparently asked to cover a proposed ingeting batween 
Lh 

Hoover and King. Hoover wrote on the memo reporting the request, 

- " have no appointment with King and-I do not intend to tuke 

one" (us) . . oe. es a ,i* 

On November 19, 1964, Frederick J. Baumgardner sent a 

memo to Sullivan reporting a discussion between Wachtei and 

Rustin as to how to respond to Hoover's "liar" statement. The 

memo indicated that an investigation was being ccnducted to 

determine Wachtel's connection with the conmunist movement. .-In. .- 

a rather lengthy observation, Baumgardner wrote: (yy. ee 

"The significant thing involved here 

“45 not that these individuals have. ‘ 

jumped quickly tc King's defense, 

“but rather that they are seizing the 

opportunity, im line with a long-held © © +0) 0 f: 

communist objective, to launen a. aw ti ne — . 

- campaign to cust the Director as haad. 7 

: Of the FRE /Q)) , de 

Jhe important thing at this 

- point is to follow this matter : 

tex 
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El closely to de wine the degree ee . 

to which King foliows theiy 2 
advice in regard to issuing the et 

. statement prepared by Wachtel ee 

fox we will then have further . _ ae 

evidence of the extent to which 1 fee ee ek 

king is being used by communist rae 

symanthizers in support of com- . 
ives.) 
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CLASSIFIED: SECRET....EXEMPT UNDER (b)(1)....00. 

King sent Hoover a telegram “éspondin to the Directuc's 

calling him a "notorious liar". On November 20, it was reco.n- 

manded that Hoover ignere it. . Hoover wrote: "OK. But I can’ 

understand why we are unabie to get the true facts*bertore the 

public. We ean't even get ouc accomolishments published, We: 

are never taking the aagressive but al Llow lies to remein un- 

answered’, A new 51 page profile of King was prepared om the 

he same day, Sullivan aut choriaed the State Dever tment 23rd. On ti 

to brief the USTA securit ty officer about King. The security 

officer then requested supporting data so that ne could cigsisce 

USTA- foam spensering Kong on A, TERE Aa TNg EULOPSy AfeiLes ars 

tne Near East., Aehasae appeoved dissemina ting the inroraativay ua) 
i ania 

  
on November a7, 1964, Roy Wilkins cequ vestad and was, 

exanted a meecing with DeLoach after Hoover hed given a speecn 
‘ mae 3 % . Wears 

at Lovola University im CaLeaso in which he caforred to usd 

ances desener sares™ in civil rights groups. According to a memoran 

prepared by DeLoach of the meeting, Wilkins asked that the PEt 

il rignts movement. not ruin King because thac would ruin the civ 

SECRET    
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‘DeLoach said ke told Young that the " 

“and tine rn 

e 

tnat he tad spoken for.i9 minutes.and Ho 
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nm 

z of 
‘Gov. Wallace, assigr 

that 4 

0 

The memo states thet Wilkins said he would try to get King to 

retire. DeLoecn wrote that he chastized Wilkins for nis comments 
3 : 

bout cover and the FBL. He said he warn 
King wanted a war with the YBI, they had the amnun 

win. Wilkins was reported as saying ne knew King wes 2 

had sympach® Lees toward the comnunist movement. Hoover.sen 

letter to es ident Johason, about ithe aEROUES. (F43 , w
o
e
 

Qn November 36, permission was givea to the Legat in London 
to brief U.S. Ambassadors in Sweden and Denmark about King. On 

.the same day King asked ®)MC)to discuss his five minute accep- 

tance speeca with ee = Cb)CIICO «+ - «2 ese He also said he wes 

going to ask Andy Young and Harry Wachtel to write 2 a 5 minvie 

speech e ach(u) : ot it Ps ae a tN et 

oF eg att i Yo Ss. ko 

ee “Andre W Young called DeLoech on. December 1, 1964 2 ‘end. re 
_ quested a meting between King and the Director. Young said 
thet King wanted to talk about the future and not the past. 
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cing King said ne could never be 2 

o his xemovel of .«. Cb9C7) Cc) one 
including FBI infiltzat 2 

ce, paychancurorss. ten 

northern agenes to the 

wis (a black man) was an 2 
an agents and 'Mexican-pl 
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cases, Seima, 
that there wer a 

agents, and that the Bureau co an’ lower its standa: t w 
‘because oX coior. He gave King some advice: registe 
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and educate Negores in bihiddh skills. Hoover said he was in 

favor of equality in schools and restaurants bur against busing. 

He mentioned a shoesiine boy in Florida whom he knew wno was a 

doctor. He told King to advise him of any bias or prejudice 

by an agent. He told King that agents investigate and do not 

provide protection. He, concluded by talking about hew good 

agents were with guns {UW a a, 

(On the same day DeLoach met with James Farmer at Farmer's — 

request. It was similar to DeLoach's meeting 

Toover memovialized a cail he had from 

with Wilkins 1 

Katzenabech who 

  

_ had inquired about the meeting with King. He told Katzenbach 

that King was a persuasive speaker. Katzenbach answered 

' saying that's all he could say about King. Hoovei™ told Warserbach 

that King and Abernathy praised the Bureau and that he (hoover 

had "taken the tall away from King" at the beginning of tue weei- 

ing. Hoover sent a letter to President Jonnsen and des serived 

the meeting as most amicable. (™ co 3 

On the same day, Josevh Sizoo of the FBI sent Sullivan 

a memo sugge “sting | that selected Negra leaders come ro the FHT 

On the pretext of learning the facts about whet the FED wes ; 

doing undex the Civil Righes statutes. They then would be 

told of King's background in en effort to have him recoved 

The White Nouse would not be advised, The sign,cstion appears 

to be a follcw-up to DeLsach's meeting with Wilkins in lots 

November. .The idea apparently did not get beyond Sullivan end 

was nov executed. wv) coe oe treats, 

“1964, thé ‘Bureau obs served press reaction 

Hoover's side was senta 

x who said King had 
NOCtKit noe 

a “on ‘Dec ember 2; 
-to-the meeting. A sahemist wno took } 

“letter of appreciation; a TV ccmmentat 

“ruirmed the other cheek" by seeking the meeting was sent 

On the third, the Bureau was advised by a polics officer who 

at King had told: was assignee to protect King in Cincinnati th 
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him he had no controversy with Hoover: that he did not want to 
become involved in any controversy with Hoover; thet he would 
be a 'fcol" to become so involved; and‘that ne would, therefore, 

avoid press conferences, 4) 

on December 4, 1964 Wachtel told King that Nelson 
Rowketel ie ex might contribute $250,00 to King and that Rocker 
-had invited King to lunch. On Decenver ll, Headquarters sen 
material to Albany for former SA C Cornelius to brief Rockefe 
about King's background. This action revealed that the Bure 
had not chanzed its attitude about King as a result of King's 
meeting Hoover. (a) 
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whe ee “Also om December b, 1964, “Heyers called DelLoach and 
said ‘that he and che President felt that an updated 13 page 
mono graph on King should be disseminated to appropriate govern- 
ment officials if it was in the interest of internal securi 
It had been sent to the White House about two weeks previously 

LS 

2 

t 

“with a request that Moyers advise whether it should be 4 
neted. it was sent to Justice, State and Defense Deparcnents, 
CIA, USTA, end military intelligence cfficers cn December 7. © 

,On Necenber 10, atter hoover approved it,. DeLoach briefed inv 
- members. of the taptist World Alliance about Ming's bechgroun 

in an effort to forestall an invitation for King mo sneek to 
the group. DaLleach had given a similar. briefing sin months 
eerkicr ts the Associate General Secretary of the Allicace. 
Hoover had disapproved a proposal to permit the Associate 

. General Secretary, and another to, listers to tapes ox ding“) 

.,° On December 10,.1964 Wachtel. atotand Xing that Attormey 
General Ketzenbach had called Jack Greenberg of the NAACP? . 
Legal Defense Fund to discuss "clearing" somes one fur the 

- Fifth Circuit. Xing said he would back whomever Greenberg 
wanted, Sbowse j yrote on the memo: "This is shocking”. ° Th 
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 informati. varced to the White House end the Aétzin; o 

AECOmRy General. 
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Beings, developed as part f an FBL prosran, 
PONSGTANE Integration". _On the same aay, . 1 Head-~ 

You ive a report of checks drawn on King’ s New 
ber 1964, fa) Sg ne 

  

» 

gave Delcach 

The 

ton Jon nRe of the FBI 
about King's trip to Eurcpe 

zy racist in tone; the editor of the Haganine 
eS oie It was read by Hoover. Jones forvearded 
ith a note: "Tt aopears the article... contazns 

Lic source material for our contacts in this | 

Milt 

gazine article 

-country whe would be interested in the t rue | backgrout wd of Mertin 
Tather King-"(ay , a 2 

Joseph Sizoo advised Sullivan on Janusry § that he hec 
euthorized misurs in Kine's and Young's hotel rooms im Mow York. 
On che tenth a three page memorandum wis prepared from tne pro- 

- ducts cf the micrepnones. King, aud perhaps Young ana Beracu ~ 

Lea, an SCLC.aide, discuss phone taps and information the suresu 

had and how DeLoach and Hoover shovld ke approached. Some men- 

tion was made of Joe Rauh and the Bureau charactarizead him as 
being asscciated with communist causes and as being eritical 

‘of the Bureau. The bugs also recorded King characterizing the 

wailing of the tape as, "God's out to get you", and as a ward~ 
ing froma Goc that King had not been living up to his responsi- 

bilities in relation to the role in which history had cast hin, 
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