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“hen 1 asked the bookstore to hold its one copy of James Patrick Hosty, Jr.'s

o

ook on the assassination of President Kennedy for me it had been unsafe for me to

bt

wgave the house for nine day; I drove down our lane in which a neighbor had cut

o -
a narrow trech ‘Bafely wider than the car and kaXflxmw more than half as high ds it in
A fL

some places ard found that at the road the snow was so high I could not see whether

there was any traffic from either direction. At the next 9 road intrsection the snow

p}ilesh%ere even higher and wider. In places but a single lane had been cip through the
|

e _
rieeord—breakingfflall. I was thet anxious to get the one copy of Hosty's book that was

in towne I'd followed his career in the FBI from the time of the assassination and
tEereaf'ber with increasing interest. He'd been szw:i.ngﬁ\what I would never have believed
|

wouldd not get him fired by the FBI ig whig@ he wa: a special agent. Despite that he

survived to get his retirement and then what he wrote was ?:Eé@ accepted on oped
|

E{éa pages including that of the W all Street Yournal.

3
! 4 I was surprised to see that his book is titled Aggi:@emr{é\tz Oguald.Under
[ i)
| T e

that on the dusty jadket is what also swerp surprised me, "from the F BI agent assismed
to inves’cigate Lee Harvey Oswald prior to the JFK assassination." The inside flap of
|

the dust jackdt had this startling description of Hosty, “the lead investigator in

24
bejay,
tl‘w FBI's post-assassination investynation of O_@swald. ¥ It then says that he ‘*bag/;

té;) investigate lee Harvey Oswald in October, 1963." that was a little less startling

The on that flap concludes, "Hosty's teﬂ?.mony has been universslly acknow-

ledged as vital to any complete understanding of the Kennedy assassingtion. 4s a wit-

Sivwh iy W.’
ness to and participant in every stage of the assassination...."(Bven'word of this was

news to bes If true.
4s it wasn'+t.

He gave no such testimony anywhere. .-
Hfe also had none of the knowledge he is said to-have had.

and rather than being the "lead#investigator" in the FBI's investigation after

tkfe assassination,

on the very day of the 88 assassination he had the Oswald case



N hY

Ha thinks arfiwrites of himself as the man who should have been the boss of the
investigation and of more. He speaks and writes of himself as tne master of all the
evidence but in fact he never gets close to the evidence of the crime itsdf. On that

. 7N
he is gimmwamt ignorant. In even the special area of his partlcula@to full

knowledge g2 and to expertise he is a subject-mattdr ignoramuse. In plain English he
regu]f‘"é.rly, systematically lies about the evidence itself, whether it is the actual

i«:

evidence of the rime itself or of his special hangu% he regard as the most important

evidence. Which it is not, and he misrepresents that in addition. He co tg%fs its
lack of r%"g.ning into significant meaning that just happened to conférm his own
B political preconcpetions. ﬁbout that he is rabid and it never ends.
)
Eon{tent with his self -concept, of the?&;an who knew and understand what
others did not and could m%e not, of himself as the one who should have beerji'in

charge, he is critical of just about everyone other than his .Tanet. He is

dy mf’n 7, BAggr
4/{@%@4@% 7
houses of Congress,, of
-/

i )
the harren Vom:.sszon, of Robert Ken.nedy, dragged in by the

heels and not in any sense relevant\m/ﬁosty writes of h:Lm, writing of hip with

professional inaccuracy; andimong others of the media, the media that im what
| A

' he has become.




still, undoubjedly believeda

a Pt " ot
A:fter Svmeéme passed he was put back on the case to work fon Oswald's back—

i 4 "
ground. He says on that he was “the lead investigater/ .{;.(‘page 70/« There were but

fwo(and Hosty was the only local agent. The other, Warren Defique{ offiew Orleans,
was so little impressed with Hosty as his "lead investigator" he mfused, ss Hosty

admits, to do whet ity insisted that he dog (pages 79@-80).

Beg:mmng with hig - REX

\’:L Eaken

from Y Hos¥y saw dark cona'spnqc:.es ekteniding into the FBI itself, Bert ket all the

& hgving the Uswald case and file taken

conspiracies he sees are agan;‘t him and what he said. 4And probably, more incredible



~en~wHEheh  he hgd-dens no real work mhad Just reached hin Het

an ey, |1 Thon_ Az

\ thae morn a'r fromNew-Ortansie taken from him.

-

S f r—
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s
He :r: Late o-Yyetie o—Hhs AS-SOome—IT) '—me

Ti;e FBI's irecords I got by lawsuits under the Freedom of Information Act,

24
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0

bout a ‘lﬂr quarter of a million Pages, incld ding the records of the By Dal/]l.s

(o]

fficd to which Hosté was assigned, do not identify any "lead investigator® oW that

[¢]

aSC. Hhat the FBI refers to as the "case $agent" was not Hosty. It was Robert t,

Fe
emberling The D%lls agents ml;helr reports in to h:u; aRd Jhe reyorts sent by

[p]

]

ther field offices %o Dallas, which was the "offbce of erigi.n[t'" also went to him, ;’c

was Gemberling who prepare what the Dallas office seﬁt to hgeadquarters.

_3‘9y coincidence a friend of mine who is .l;also ia freiﬁ? Qé Gemberling's told me
in a letter I received three days before I got ! e book that "Hosty is blaming
‘ erybody but himself f;ifr what happened.”

Ig did not get far into the book before it was apparent that was not any

kind of exaggeration. /ZL Uy (W{y

the very first page of text it is the/ﬂSecret Service he. ? fﬁ/”
lifﬂ 1{«&/‘/%

N
gtez (Wethih four ﬁages he has it declining his help./;;e does not say how he
ctuld have helped, only that on the morning of the asssassination he spoke to Hike

Howard of the Seeret Service when he gave the Secret Service a copy of a s nasty,

fief

ch dreams, He was

M
apti—Kenned;y hgpbill it alresdy had. Hosty was aware of the fact that the Seruet

Secret Service feared being taken over by the FBI. Bewmew ~Bedgar Hoover

put out when the Central Intelliegence Agncy was céeated because he wanted the functions

of the &% CIA to be given to the FBI, too.

At no point in being critical of other agencies does Hosty refer to a single
thing he of the FBI did that could have been helpful for security when the President
visited Danaé.By the time he gets to Lieutenant Jack Revill, then head of the police

crimingl m‘bell:.ggnce unit (beginning on page 17), afterO referring to him as "a compe-




tent officer," Hosty's knives are out:

—— | M
|/\/\/f€(/(/1/(/_—.Y 2'I had noticed gé/J}ring weaknesses on his part when it came to the non—orgapized

f

_ visit £ b Dallas.

o\

rime aspects of intelligence work. He had no tiaining in invest:lgatmg Communists or
radical right-wingers, and many time\jh:.s naivete showed. Bevill was also a ruthless
¥’ career climber with great ambitions. If necessary he would step en any-

to advance his career’ (page 18)5)‘

| The Warren “ommisiion had files on threats against ths President. I do not

[

ecill that the FBI provided a single one in advance of thaz Trip o Dalfé. However,

ct

he Dall/? police and Revill in particular d:.d. Xtxwxs There were a number from the

Ohe wp
rea of Hosty!sﬁlsupposed expe se, those "eﬁ{treme right-wilgers." Oe_on particular

o

cfught my attention l/and + &ot a copy of ite. It was Revill's repmember 5,
\
1963, a week and a half before the assassinatien. He reported the\assieatie/ #tween the

Y‘oung Republiean “1ub of Qérth Texas University, at Enton, zz;j/ General Edwm Walker,
3
a‘ supposed Hosty interest. In

ala Fro V § 3 R HeCRon

| Stated that plans were being made for the coming visit of tha President, Fitz

( stated, quote?ﬂ, "We'll drag his dick in the @y dirt." Fitz emphasized that
o

his greupd would have well-planned demonstrations during the President's

In the uommission's records this is identified

%evill also repyi-ted that he had an informnt at the group s planned mégcing of
the night befere from whom he hd not yet heard,
411 of th:.s was Hosty's turf but I saw no report from him on this or on any /e
D
other/( at to the President from the mang/ "extreme right-wing" groups he was to cover

for the FBI,

I @ quote Hosty directly on his use of "ext reme" referring to the right wing
mch
chaMw all the reports I got from Dallas,l fértm tlpose who knew him, place Eosty :.n the



Hosty's dislike of Revill com’gmfrom Bevill reporting the day of the
oAby 4t D tseedion ot
assassination that ing4 rushed and chance mee /Hosty told him _?"That the Federal

Bureau of ._’Investiga‘cion \Zs aware of OGewatd thefub,ject [Oswald], and that they had

information this S_ubject was capgble of committing the assassination of President
E:‘e‘nnedy“tigége 266)@Revi11 later M’m this under oath and then testifeed to x»
it also under ocath. Hosty denied?it and in his more placid comments said merely that
Revill had misunderstood him,

///%th regard to threats against the President,Hosty says the guidelines were such
: -]
that there was little the FBI should have reported to the Secret Service. There was W W

very li¥fle that it did.

\\[Haosty has much to say abdut that.




Walker was of the right political extreme, e ﬂsigned from the army when
he was criticiged fdr trying to indoctrinate the troops of his command with his

extremist political beliefs. He was a major factor in the viplence when Jamem
' w

Heredith, a black, tried to register at the University of Mississippi. Of drim
Hosty says he headed the Texas Einutemen‘b,’ a paramilitary group of the fgr right.

With Walker one of Hosty's assigned interests, bhe did not report what fevill did.

| Giving the nsmes of thoselinvolved with Walker Revill reported that one William

7
Drew Fitzj }




pwtof e s W

i‘a&m& political:"right wing." So also does everything he has said of which * know

as well as his writing at the beginning of this books MY WMMDM QL '

Gemberling knew hls Hostﬂ 2 he blames everybody but himself,

Beginning with its title agd those blurbs we are in the unreal world of

James Patrick Hosty, Jr., a world sc g unreal that when he was taken off the ¢

Pre—assassination Oswald case he titles his book, Asgignment:Oquald and when he was kept
' ! bl i A wid e

£

offthe caseihe becomes its “lead investigator."

4s soon as I saw the dust jacket I decided to title this Hosty Pudding.
From the first few pages that may be praise for the book,

Ix; it whgt is unproven is overwhelmingly ﬁoven; what he imsgines, wh_at from
his own political prejudices to B real when it is not, isreal no matter how unreal
it in fact is. Oswald and the case Fare illustrative.

Througé;ut Hosty refers to Oswald as a Communist and as m& of the -

o e _E3/
Commdnlst perty although he\ﬁew Oswald gwas not@ a—member. ir.aaxﬁhaxhttﬁxmmkxﬁﬁaj

b[
| Hosty docs cla:ux; he wWas \ithe %" investigator" on 'O;EWald’S badkground” (page 70)
/ (O

He €laims throughout o have studied all the ev:n.dene with care‘and he crlziclzes

those he @ refers to as (fbui’fs“ for not doing that—@ Refemn; on his very. last

. page of text to his having made his sp careful stuﬁy of the ev:.é{?enoe as a lead-in

£4
to. c:‘z.tlc:.z:mg others he begins, "Anyone who has examined the evidence carefully as
+ have....-(ﬂqwiﬁ 254)%3&91&.1(1'3 politics certainly are an

important gart of.
%k " ,Mm{//&e vl M m.
his "'background&" and Host; f fHas "the lead :mvest:.g “ on t‘

mﬂ
T give an understgand:x.ng of the man, his Ipol:.tlcas as&d his mind and of the Xi d of
@Mamf with ko ”"’W Y W’ §2

“careful“ examination 05 the "evidence" Hosty Tade made, mith his havig es ed; Odwald ceo

a Communﬁstsnﬁ:?part of what that officéal evidence for whick Hesty Was respn—

sible actually says. I quote from the first book on the ﬁ(}ommsss.on and the assassi-

h
nation, ’ﬁiﬂﬂj gg/ the Report on the Warreg ,veggrt. *t comes entirely from ;@

the published official evidence which it cites®




becqﬂéé
I quote it at some length because it is the getual evidence and hecaus€ central

‘ 2 _
" to Hosty's book and to his theory he priends is fact and not theory is his saying
1

that Oswald was a Communist and involved in a devious plot or plots with Sovietsand
Cubans in Mexico City. Hosty's book is actually Hodty's-défense of himself and in
bxaxdefrusex what he cveated for his defense his representation of Oswald as a “ommun-—

ist is essential:




[The /&jfﬂdj(
. ¥ %gP 5 and gives them a meaning diametrically opPosed to reality.
/ Thessghm+t nout the Report are references to Oswald's "commitment to

6ﬂﬂ*nn;;ism". To most Americans this means the belief and philosophy

q’ﬁi_American Communist Party and the Soviet Union. Above all,
H Coh wtes an attachment to the Soviet Union.

ﬁzglais was the opposite of the truth, The Commission knew it.
/4”k£; its data prove that Oswald was not, either philosophically

uses political words out or-

n lembership, connected with the Communist Party. He hated it
m{ 3 govermment of the Soviet Union with passion and expressed
¢ hiy £ 3lings with what for him was eloguence, . .
%W ‘hile seeking to mitigate this forthright wlsregreﬁegtaFlon
wHf € qually vague and undefined references to "™™arxism , which
mosr mericans equate with Communism, the R?port_leayes itself with
aa w4 <:h intellectual integrity as the boy with his fingers crossed
bghlh«; | bis back denying he was in the cookie jar. .
£ Almost from the moment of his arrest, the police kngw all sbout
-ustf ['s background, for the FBI's Oswald expert, Janes ¥, Hosty,
Ity fﬂ:rtiﬁinated in the first interrogation. Oswald discussed what
[ . B

he considered his polities without inhibition. Insofar as he or
they understood what he was talking about, it is, to the degree
. they desired, reflected in the reports of the interrogators. 4ap-
; : pendix XI consists exclusively of these reports (H598rf7,),

- The moment the police heard Oswald had defected to the Soviet
Union and heard from his own lips that he was & "Marxist", they
ignored hls frank statements about his disapproval of the Soviet
Union, and the diversion and "Red scare" were launched. It re.
ceived the widest dissemination. ZEditorial and headline writers
needed no encouragement in their speculations and inherent accusa-
| tions of a Communist plot to kill the Yresident. From that moment
! on, Oswald was even more friendless, the trail of any conspiracy
was brushed over, and the hounds were off in the wrong direction.

f To this day, even in the Report, the only really serious considera-
’ tion given to any possibility of a conspiracy is restricted to the
i " involvement of the Soviet Union or Castro Cuba.

If those among his acruaintances who told the Commission of
Oswald's political beliefs, such as the Yaines and George de Moh-
renschildt, understood correctly, Oswald did not understand Harx.
ism. Not a single witness or fact showed him either & Communist
or pro-Communist, Every scrap of evidence from his boyhood on
i broved him consistently anti-Communist. Ruth Paine told FBI Agent
‘ Hosty, when he interviewed her in early November, that Oswald de-
| scribed himself as a Trotskyite and that she "found this and simi-
i lar statements illogical and somewhat amusing" (R439). De Mohren-

schildt, at the time of the assassination occupied with a business

relationship with the Haitian government, was apparently the only
member of the Fort Worth Russian-speaking community for whom Oswald
had any respect (R282). De Mohrenschildt was described by the

Commission and some of its informants as provocative, non-conformist,

eccentric, and "of the belief that some form of undemocratic govern.

went might be best for other peoples" (R283). He was an agent for
' French intelligence in the United States during World war II, The

Cormission's investigation "developed no sign of subversive or dis-

loyal conduct" on the part of the De Mohrenschildts (R383).

Oswald is not known to have ever had any kind of a personal
contact with any party or any official of any part of the left,
except by correspondence, and then of his initiative and of no clear
significance, - The total absence of such contacts, in person or
otherwise, is in itselrf persuasive evidence that, as a matter. of
real fact rather than conjecture, he had no political affiliation.
The searches of the Commission appear thorough and the facilities
and resources of the investigative agencies are extensive.

Ls a lé.year-old, Oswald wrote the Young People's Socialist
League asking information (R681). This is an o0ld and well known

; youth group whose anti-Communism has been almost religious in its

i Tervor,
i Thereafter he wrote the Socialist Workers! Party, seeking
/ % literature, including the writings of Leon Trotsk§. The Commission
] prints 1l pages of this correspondence (19H567-80). Again, this is
/ : an anti.Communist party and Trotsky is perhaps the best known of

| the former Russian Communists who fought the Soviet regime. Some
! of Oswald's correspondence with this group and all of his correspon-
i dence with the Communist farty (203257-755’ and the Fair Play for
> Cuba Committee (20H511-33) male sense only when the possibility of
Oswald's being somebody's agent is considered.
The Report finds "Oswald had dealings" with these groups (R287).
He did, in the same sense that one who writes the White House and
gets a reply has "dealings" with the President.
i Referring to the Communist Yarty U.Ss.A, alone, the Report
‘ states, "in September 1963, Oswald inguired how he might contact
the party when he relocated in the Baltimore-washington area, as he ‘
; 'said he planned to do in October, and Arhéld Johnson suggested ina. .
/ -letter of September 19 that he 'get in touch with us here (New York)

S ———.

T e e



P

o~

-/
/

-larly false letters from Oswald to both historically antagonistic

and we will find some way of getting in touch with you in that city

(Baltimore) 1" (R288), e
~

The Report is correct but-incompete; for on the same date Os.
wald made the same request of the Socialist Workers! Party (19H577)
The Report's authors considered it expedient to ignore the letter
to the Swp, The ‘reason for this omission and the reason for simi.

groups are worthy of consideration, In anitting all reference to
the SWP, the Report gives the false impression of a non-existing

affiliation with the Communi st Party, else why should Oswald want
to get in touch with the Baltimore-Washington branch? There is no

;eévidence he planned such a move, He planned to go to Mexico and
‘he went there., Bug why should Yswald have wanted to be in touch

with both parties, antagonistic as they are, éspecially because of

 sideration, Especially when thought of in the light of Oswald's
irelations with Cuban refugee groups, detailed elsewhere in this
ibook, could thig line of reasoning have led to g meaningful analy.
Isis and conclusion.

here was "no plausible evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald had

lany other significant contacts" with any of these groups, the Report
i concludes, evaluating the Oswald-initiated correspondence and re_

quests for literature ag "significant”.

[ But Oswald's real attitude toward the Communi st Party and the
Sov&et Union were well known to the Commission, fe made no secret
of them, and the Russian-speaking community in Fort Worth reported
hig dislike. Oswald himself was well recorded in letters, drafts
of /speeches and notes and, in fact, in Public speeches. A pnumber
of jsuch documents appear in Volume 16. They ape part of the Com-
mission's record,

Toward the end of their stay in New Orleans, the Oswalds went

to Battles dhart, Alabama, to participate in a seminar, He unbur.

dened himself of hig anti-Soviet feelings. Marina got a thank-you
note from Robert J, Fitzpatrick, of the Society of Jesus, in which
she was asked to convey "thanks to your husband, too, for his good
report to our seminar, Perhaps we do not agree with him regarding

! some of his conclusions but we all respect him for his idealism e

(16H2L3),

Oswald's hatred of the Communist Party and the Sovies Union
exude from 150 consecutive pages of his notes in the same volume,
as well as from other exhibigs (16H283-43L). For example, in Ex_
hibit 97 (pp.l22.3) he raged, "The Communist Party of the United
States has betrayed itself! It has turned itself into the tra.

. ditional lever of a foreign power to overthrow the govermment of

the Uniteqd States, not in the name of freedom or high ideals, but

‘in servile conformity to the wishes of the Soviet Union ... (the

leaders) have shown themselves to be willing, gullible messengers

"of the Lremlintg Internationalist bropaganda ... The Soviets have

committed crimes unsurpassed ... imprisomment of their own peoples
+++ Mmass extermination .,, individual suppression and regimentatim

: =« deportations .., the murder of history, the prostitution of art

and culture, The comunist movement in the U.S., personaligzed by

' the Communist Party, U.S.4., has turned itself into a ?valuable

gold coin'! of the Kremlin, "It has failed to denounce any actions
of the Soviet Govermment when similar actions of the U.,S. Govern-

- ment bring pious protest, " (Spelling hnproved.g

The Report quotes some of this as well as eo+« I bate the U.S.S.R.
and Socialist system ., " (R399). u

He also described himself as one with many personal reasons to
know and therefore hate and mistrust Communism ... " (16HYL2),

e Even his oft-mentioned inetes on Russia, widely discuss?d but
unquoted in the bress, are a narrative full of the kind -of informa.
tion intelligence agencies, including our own, seek about other
countries, especially the Soviet Union. It includes such items as
the location of an airport, the layout of a city, and all sorts of

\ intimate details of the electronics factory in which he worked, in-

cluding what it produced, its rate of production, the number of T

".employees engaged in various pursults and other such non- travelogte
lata,



It is abundantly clear that the Report distorts and misrepre-
sents the Commission's information on Oswald's politics. It both
‘says and implies the opposite of the truth. It pretends a man whose
hatred of the Soviet Union boiled in his guts was a protagonist of
that political system and perpetuates a lie foisted off on an inno-
cent public by the police. In such a Report, by such a Commission,
dealing with such a tragedy, this is unPardonable Can there be
any reason for this except a desire to "fool the public"e How many
more people, here and abroad, were willing to accept what might
have otherwise been unacceptable conclusions, how many were less
critical than they might have been of the Commission, because of
this pretense that Oswald had a "commitment to Communism™, that he
somehow was an agent of a hated political force? The Report con-
cludes that he was serving no foreign government and that he was
the agent of none (R21-2). But the Report repeats the false repre-
sentation of Yswald's politics. The Commission instead should have
. inquired into who created and broddcast this deception and with
__’é what motives. ~As 5 result, the Commission's own motives are suspect.
I Crages 12024

“Hosty 'f—i‘zidfthis Commission conclusion iﬂcredible. He cannotiee how it could y
possibly hawe reache:uf that conclusion. If he did not say and believe that he would
have no defense of himself and qé:.s record. If we assume as I do that Hosty is sincere
in this we{ see that he begins with political Preconcpetions he does not perm:.’a\";’/la)’:;:
1n:f'luencej by fact, by the truth/{ What he Wants to bedieve, regardless of the fact, is
what is real to him and he seeks to make gppear to be frue to his reader, for his
defense of himself, His political beliefs, which ars of the far right, are what he

expresses in his book and they, oo, cannot survive comparison with theﬁgt_;/a:ztual

evidence, ,as in part we see above,.
Consistent with this and also essential in his flefense of himself and of his
record is his ‘account of how he came to have the Oswald case. He dates it as ai‘t/e7r

73 ’9’0 and before 11:45 the morning of the assassinationg

({ ’I checked my mail slot and found a case transfer order. The form order,

Woth a £ill-in-the-blank format, indicated that as of 4 this date a routine)

L %mumxﬁzgmm:r~esplonage case on one Lee Harvey Oswald was now
. officially mine again(page 8).

Throughout his entire book Hesty refers to this Oswald case and that of his

w:.fe arina as what they were not, “counter- esp:.onage ‘" cases. 4s pretended /'V proof

. i‘" i’
f this he reproduces’gﬁo ‘cards that could well have been mx& 3ncluded with the

T f

eproduction of 4documentsm his appendijt
onle—as. }they arey in his sectlon‘g /é/

this caption for them:

O

o]

pictures between pages 152 and 1 53. He has




BeF " The FBI assignment cards that made the counter-~intelligence cases on
Iee and Marina Oswald part of Hosty's caseload one month before the

assassination of President Kennedy.

The picture credit is to James P, Hosty, Jr. -
The twansfer .of the cases was from Yew Orlem and. b : /ﬁid not become
effective until the very morning of the assassinatione
"f;is printed card is an FBI forme In the upper left-hand corner is the
word ‘"Title" and in the upper rightshand corner is "File No." Marina'sf name
is on one, wih the number 105-—1435 and Iee's is on the other, with the number
2R, 10,461, Those ‘are the Dallas numbers. 4t headquarttrs and in the field offices
the numberings are independent of each other.
Both of these numbers were "security" numbers, or for wlj/at the FBL regarded as
"internal security," as "subversive." The difference between those numbers in thos<

\"Was
days is that the 105 jmsixigpsm "internal security" with "%‘bionalistic Tendencies."

The FBI's file classification of "Espionage" is 65, That is w;,ere it filed actual
g; suspected espionage cases and information,

| Until he vetired Jolm W. Fain had the cases of both Oswalds. He testified

to the Warren Commission May 5, 19649!j‘bhe same day that Hosty did. Ther= had been

interest in the possibility, rggg.rded as remote, that the KGB might have planned to

use either Uswald as a ’*slegper” agené?t but that was in the end :uled out, ani?/ not

by Fain alone:

A s }%sty himself told the Commission Oswsld was only "a security risk of a sort"

| (48473).
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as closed.

tHen?

that check?

party, and the
thing like that.

ness, why, we certainly would have stayed on him.
h' Mr. Duries, And you would not have marked the report as closed, the case

J/\W Mr. Farw. Well, I closed it because my investigation was completed. The

( ' i assignment was to interview him ang the case at the end of the interview
: with the information we obtained the case was closed. The man had found 5
\\ , : job, he was working, he was living in this duplex with his wife, and he wag

Yo . Mr. McCroy. It You had not come to that, would you have put in another lead
for another interview?
Mr. Farx. Yes, sir.
Mr. McCroy. Would it have been incumbent upon you to recommend to Yyour
7 superiors that he be continued under surveillance?
Mr. Faix. I could have recommended that he be reinterviewed but I frankly
didn’t see any point in doing that. .

Mr. McCroy. A Dotential danger?

al danger to the security of the United States, and for i

Mr. Fain. A potenti
instance if we had found that he wag a4 member of the Communist Party and ;
‘meeting with them, made some contact with them, I certainly would have !
stayed right on it, ) :
Mr. McCroy. You would have recommended that he be kept under surveillance

,g ! Mr. FaIN. Yes, sir.
i Mr. McCroy. That is all I am getting at,
| Representative Forp. Are you through, John?
Mr. McCroy. Yes. .
Representative Fogp, On the top bage of Commission Exhibit 824 it says, and
I duote, “Oswald and wife unknown to confidential informant » Did you make

I checked with the confidential security informants that -

Mr. Farn: I diq.
we had there, and they said this man was not known to be a member of the
party had not discussed him for membership purposes or any-

/ . o Representative Fozrp. Do you have in this area, or did you have at that tir_ne

/
to testif:/fon these "“securi

Case |fas official "closed":

in this area reliable confidentiaj informants? " pagy ¢ 2 é)
M_r.‘ ]_?AIN_’. _Y_es, sir; yes, sir. Excellent; informa.nts. / 7( 7/

Fain's decision that there was no case against Oswald and that the case be
R ] _ ) )
closed was confirmed all the way to the top at headquarters, The FRI lmew, with cers

tainty, that Oswald was not a member o% the Communist pParty, too. As Fain continued
v

‘not "espiongge" cases it is clear that the_ Oswald



Mr. STERN. Mr. Fain, your recommendation about closing a case is checked by
how many supervisors that you know?

Mr. Farn. One on the security desk there before it goes on here to the seat of
Government.

Mr. STERN. This is one on the security desk in Dallas?

Mr. Fain. Yes, sir.

Mr. STERN. Then what happens?

Mr. FaiN. Then the report goes on into Washington here, to the FBI.

Mr. STERN. As far as you know is it checked again here?

Mr. FaiN. Oh, yes.

Mr. STERN. And by whom or by what kind of official ?

Mr. FaiN. Well, they have a desk up here that has that funetion, too, you
see. I don't know just, Mr. Belmont can probably answer that better than I
can because I am not familiar at all with the workings of it up here. But I
know they are rigidly checked and rechecked.

Mr. STErN. Now, ‘at the time you filed this report, in view of the fact that
you didn’t see, as you testified, any further work to be done at this time——

Mr. Farn. That is right.

Mr. StERN. Could you have put the case in any other status besides “Closed”?
Is there any other administrative procedure that might have been available to
you under the circumstances where you had nothing further, no further work
to recommend at the time? “

Mr. FaIN. Any other status? I could have put it, of course, in a pending
status and set out some leads. )

Mr. StEBRN. No, no; assuming you didn’t see any further work to be done,
any further leads at that time, under your administrative practices?

Mr. Fain. No; if the work has been completed, we put the recommendation
that it be closed and as I say, of course, that is no ironbound thing, to keep
it from being reopened. It can be reopened any time, any of these security
cases, the very mext day, if necessary or the mext 5 days or the mext month,
anything comes in on it or we ge? any specific reason for reopening it, it certainly
is reopened. P49 Y27

In addultio:_z to lecal: ini-‘orngantﬁ inside the Communist ;@arty the FBI had its

/

national headquarters thoroughly penetrated,lt knew who the party's members ﬁere

L

and it knew Oswald was not ones B@:/ from the first Hosty refes to his “"security"
squad as "the four-man counter-intelligence squadg E(page 4). Yot as we saW,
with the FBI knowing that Oswz14 as not 4 party member, Hosty from the i_‘irst and
throughout his book refers to Oswald, as quoted above, as & party member.

4s Hosty himself told the Warren Comnission when he took Fain's cases over
the case against ‘f‘ee was "c;qsed at this time. It was clo_sed._" ané?/ the ¥arina case
was an ":‘Z.n.ts.ct'j.t_reu case, which means that "Mothim; was to be done on it for e; |
. . . ~ 1 Py M/A/l\ / . a;/‘é
period of 6 months." E&went loo for her to interview her learned that the
Osuald's had left Fortwo Worth (Page 441) P

\Aﬁhat got Hosty to spring into actien WM learning that Oswald has subscri-

bed to what was then the newspaper of the “ommunist Vartygz The Daily Worker, as he
weitts~ writes in his book (pages 45—6£A1thqugh the security supervisor in the
Dalfy office had initialed and ignored the memo from the New York office reporting

the Osvald subscription, that subeription alone was to Hostyy all "we needed to




reopen the file on Lee Oswald" (page 46)@

Tis decision was made easier by Hosty's not recalling that Oswald also
subscribed $o_The ﬁil_i_‘@; y the publication of the strongly wti£o@mjst
Socialist BRérkers Party. By the Hosty standard a large number of anti~Communists,
mcludz.ng the FBI, research mst:.tut:.ons, libaries and a wide variety of anti-
Commum.st orgammgt%ul& have been gctive FBI cages because theﬂalso got
The Daily Werker.But to Hosty OSwald.'s subscript:.on was proof that he "had lied
&0 Fain,.. when he told him he wayﬂ,d;s:.llus:,oned with coﬁmnm“m"(page 46)(;
dyen this Hosty simplification in which he cted on his own r:l.ght*wlng
political views rather than fact does not tell the truth, The fruth is that Oswald
vas always an\ﬁ%mn;;; n the Karins, * brought to ,Aight in Ogwald in New
@ Orlegns, before he went:to the Soviet qn:.on, his favoriate book was the anti-

Cemmuunist classic, Orwell'e_m_g.éhd earlier that, when but & tfﬁv_,
that of : o
; 2 Horberg)

his favorite TV progran Wag ]
g.bﬁ.#, me informer :.ns:.de the Gommunisi}Party His book. on his career as an FBIL

former was ve T’h:.s m doe#mt mention, as in writing his
book he omits what ij{:: quoted at length above of Oswald's actusl writings@tba-t—as
in his own descréz'if‘t‘:‘:oh\ "the lead investigator" on\"Oswdd's backgroumnd” he had %o
&wﬁim?ﬁ??’ Hosty also had tlknow what Lee's older Lrother Robert testified
to before the Warren Coﬁmissien (1H624££), that Lee was so taken by that Philbrick
caxwe career o8 of spying for the FBI he took in ali the reruns as évidly as he

did the :t‘irst\”' telecastings.l and, of couse,.% lyi/ming what he could about lgee's

"background" was part of Hosty's responsibilities.

#Thcsei‘q_usstmns of Losty's credibilif y Hosty himself raises and he does that
in a wey thél' makes it impossible for the averagefeador t<7perceive¢fﬁa}u /;:here are
thes¢/and ninys many more questieons of his credlbility. The aver, _jreader has no
way az,‘ knowing that not only was Oswdl Oswald not & Communist-he was very strongly

nntl—clcm:zqnist. The average reader alsec has no way of kzz;owixg that_the Oswalds were 7%17{/




~ > ) ) / x )
n ik /Mw (ol
espi cases at all but we were "security" or "subversive®!cases in which befere
onage .

- Hosty the FBI had found nething st all and abadonned them rather than waste mere time
‘ en them. We do get to more of these as we go through Hosry s beok but there :.s an
addlt:.onal questien e% credlbility that the reader cay eVal!mte and that Hosty hime
gelf &u.ses early in his beok&he %arren Cemm:.ssmn found it difficult to understand that
Hosi:? was so. indifferent to ‘bhe motorcade beth ;_!.n terms of stald this suspected
Soviet spy%:.ng to Hosty's kmewledge right where th¢motorcade would be and in

terus of Hosty's 1ack."éf interest is his President going by. Hosty uses his ‘beok to

get back at thase who found believing him d:.ffglicult.

Hosty makes it a point to say he\Ka%?/Insh and proud of 1‘!:, that he was also

& sincere Catholiec and that he suppoeted Kennedy. This is not :Ln his Commission
teétimony bat it is, poigtedly, in his beol;;. along with a lengthy quotation of his
Commission teétimony in whieh ke does not :Tcefleét e Ypages o 'ﬂhich that testimony

appearse.

Hos%fbe_g‘.ns his book with an account of what their Special Azent In Charge

(sac) fordon ¢ in told the agentfls four da before the President's visiﬁ\ulk
orion Sheniizn iy
is

has alroady been reported in the papers, edictably, anti-Secret Sw#vice._
One criticsm is that it W{nt no help frown the FEI. Hosty then quotes Shenklin as
saying they will do every hing“by the boekl, "which means if any of you know of any
threats of any kind to ther-pres:.dentl, refer them to the Secret Service, I vant you all

%o ené on the side of cautienk;f_you have any doubts abeut whethe:{to t0 report a

piece of informatien to the, ervice, go ahead and repertf it. Let's be on the

. .
% safe siae‘bﬂ Jﬂ’/f his also is not i Hosty's tfstinony.

Although he knew N d been in the papers and had been alerted by Shanklin,

]

:Ln Hostfy'sacceunt it was not untul the evening bdfore the visit that he remembers
seeing anything., He reports that the Times Herald,the evening paper had "a
front page diagram of the parade route"(page 5)but he "examined it" only "casually"

(ﬁ?age i‘ 6& He ends this section saying, again defending himself and not heeding the




-

instructions from Shanklin" $o err on th¢ sidep of ¢ zz{auﬁ:ionfl and to be Yon the safe

sid.e.)" Hosty writesz

¥y only obligation for the secqﬁty of the President's trip was to report

to the S'ecret Service anyone who had made a threat against the president..ejust

the day befere I had hand-delivered a report om one possgible threa'b... that a local
Klan member aﬁ\d remarked that ha.s group wou.ld have 9‘a little reception' for

S

nnedy...I wrote up timL this 1nformat10n 111 a one-page report including a phy-

sical dese:clpt:.on of the Klan member, and attached h:.s photograph to the report"

d harh-del:.\rered it to the Secret Service. I later 1earned that the Secret Sgervice
v_riefly interviewed the man, but took no action to detain him or monltor his whereabouts
on %.day during the Mresident's visit¥(page 6)

That a Klan member siid they were going to demesr demonstrate, as many sri-gor
#eou-groups of the right scid they would and did, those he does not mention but
within his responsibilities, that was important enough¥ to Wtite a memo and walk
it over to the Secret Service. But that a man he says was a Commumst and part of a
&atﬁzxmmﬁm ‘yha’c he later says was a © mmunist conspiracy to kill the President

worked in a bmc&dlqg __a]_.or}.g the motorcade route he did not consider important enough
to rgport. | -

Most of those:who have been watched dwring # such visits did not make tvert
threats. They were merely regarded as potentially dangerous people and for that reason
only were watched. Hosty did not, he says, think of telling anyone of Oswald's history
and pres ence.lt wgsz?uéfora leaving for an appointment with Ed Coyle of Army intel-

ligence and Jack Bllsworth of the Treasury's Bureau of 4lcohol, l?.'l‘obaé‘éfo and Firearms
that he saw the Oswald case had been referred back to him, (page 8)@

Coyle an:i Hosty walked the short distance to where the motorcade was to
pass. Of coursa~ s critical of the Secret Servixe and what he refers to as its
negligence when the President u&!}f was to be protected. Hosty did not even glance at y )

the President until hb had paﬁsed, when "all I could see was th e back of his headz(.("

Then he gets into his criticisms, first that the President es was in an open




cax\z_”with no Secret Service or police anywhere near him" (page 9)@&3 the Varren “ommission

Reir)or‘c and testimony with nh:Lc:n & Is xamilélar enoug,hf @4 *o ,qgr q_uote & at some
length make clear, the Preoz;:une, himself hsgd o.ec:.deqf. that the bubbletdp be removed

fr.m his limousine and that the a Secret $W§Se1'vlce agents who were tp have

been on its gévgfhj%%be theres They were on the T ollowup car which was quite

close to the limousine, and four were on its rumﬁng%qards. Y_T_h_a;g is "not an ,;here

'?e nesx" the “resident? And those police also not "anywhere n@ar“ the President?

There were tweklve motorcycle police in the mo’sorc;d\e!? and four were outriders, %o

on each side of th: limousihe. Where Hosty sqys he got his something Jess than a peek

at the back o{ the President's head those four motorcycle. police were almosﬁ 4n contact

with the limousine,This slso was the actuality at the time the shots were \msome
of the police were bathed with the Spray of bone and tissue from the President's

head, they were that clwse to him,

ﬁbs’cy cannot have looked at the pictures he reiers to without having seen how
whin b wao bl

very close to the Presidentythose four of the police and those four in particular

of the Secret Service vere

gl
to criticize just aﬁout averyﬁ@r else, ag "emblerlmg had said he would, he seem‘to

% not only has ke this compulsive need

think doing this make#h:.m look better. It might to ’clge those not aware of the facts,
to those who know only what they read in his boolf;z.

qnlike the followup car the President's 1imous:@ne did not have running
bsardfor the Secret S{’ rvice to stand on. “t did have two ageﬁts in the{}ont seat and
there were none on the back bunper only because that was the President's order. ge wanted

to be seen by #&  the crt?%qs. IIoreover, in the official f#account of the \ghooLt:Lng had

there ben agents on the back bumper and also sea‘%lose to him aa-on bot I)qe saéﬁ./ and
%111 th¢ jump seat igfront of him it would have made no difference at all.

}Hosty doednot quote all $he {ommission's questions ad his answers (4H472-5)
They gei%%mg Hosty's tgst:u fony that the bu:.&d:mg manager, Ray é‘@r
Truly, whose name Hosty nrisspellw%vsée bock as "Iruely," teld him that the day
before the ssassination,

after the first edition of the evening paper# appeared about




e

&
1/:30 in the morning,all the employeesg of the TSBD “became very exci‘bed"/ because the

“motorcade was going to pass directly in front of their building." Then,

1

Mr. McCroy. But according to your recollection of what he said, all the em-
ployees were excited and became aware of the fact that the motorcade—-

Mr. Hosty. At that time.
Mr. McCrox. At that time was going to pass the School Book Depository.

Mr. Hostv. Right. ! the ]
' the COUESe of his interview by

% %W%W%@Wﬁdw&“nﬂe in the possession

=0

ibout that?

't
J Mr., Mg %31 yone else did? ~
///" M: ] : r‘certam no. P%C ¢7 7/7
. Eénhat there was another rifle in that buz.ld:.ng, which ths out %o have been

twe other rifles, did not interest this derring%o FBI special agent in inves¥igating

CaiAéoJez.c Z“Tesz.dent in our

the assassination of the Presient, the first Irish
hétory, proud Inshman a.d Catholic that Hesty wes, It interests us later.

&fter a brief exchange ,ﬁabout other matters this comes up again:
o L
) /7 SeWw@@mWeﬁ“ﬁfere Told on November 1 that he mafs’“employed at the
k’ Texas School Book Depository? y @w/""”‘
\N\/&W Mr. HosTy. Yes, sir. e
Senator Cooper. Had you checked there to see if he was employed?

A Mr. Hosty. I made a pretext, ,mfernew on the 4th.
Senator CoopEr. On what iﬁy"
A~ Tnonv’ Tha 4th*5F November.

‘Q/ < Senator Cooper. Considering that he was a defector, you knew he was a

defector? ] B

Mr. HosTY. Yes, sir.
Senator CooPER. And consideé
tion in New Orleans, and the stat
occur to you at all that he was a po
Mr. Hosty. No, sir.

[ Senator Coorer. Why? ' S @35'”
! Mr. Hosty. There is no indication fri m, sommv of that type that he would
commit a violent act. This is not the f’ S2eL #that a person of that type would

necessarily take. This would not in any3

of violence.
Senator CooPEr. I believe you testified thaty

{
H
i
{
H
,‘ !
H
i
i
|

ing that he had been engaged in thIsgimonstra-
ent that Mrs. Paine had maxie‘ to you, did it
entially dangerous pers el

indicate to me that he was capable

vyou didn’t know the route of

"’Ei

Mr. Hosty. That is correct; ir.
Senator Cooper. Of the,g;éprocessmn which . passed“
A

the Texas School Book

Depository?

Mr. Hosty. That i orrect sir.
Senator CoOPER. Dld it occur to you to communicate tlns' mformatlon to the

Secret Service vrn‘ Dallas police about Oswald?
Mr. HosTtY. Mo, sir; there would be no reason for me to give it to them.
Mr. McCro®. You did know he was lying though, didn’t you?

/

i

|

|

|

; Mr. Hosg¥. Yes, sir.

i ]ééfw Don’t you think the combination of the fact that you knew that
!

<

Mr. M .
he was Jying and that he was a defector and that he had this record with the
Fair P or Cuba, that he might be involved in some intrigue that would be if

not necessarily violent, he was a dangerous security risk?
0sTY. He was a security risk of a sort, but not the type of person who

Mr,,
mioternce ™ Thatswgldbe the indication.

would
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Representative 1'orp. What are the criteria for a man being a potential ;
violent man? Is this a subjective test? i
Mr. Hosry. You mean to the point Where we would report him to the Secret i
Service? . ;
Representative Forp. Yes. !
Mr. Hosty. It is instructions we had as of the 22d of November, we had to
8 have some indication that the person planned to take some action against the
! safety of the President of the United States or the Vice President.
Representative Forn. How do you evaluate that? Do you have any criteria?
Mr. Hosty. No; at that time it was that there had to be some actual indication
of plan or a plot.
Representative Forp. There had to be a conspiracy of some sort?
Mr. Hosty. Well, or a single person doing something if anyone was going to

take any action against thesafe:cy of ,Eilg President or Vice President.
Be h FeSHRcd T éarlier that at the time of the

sp#sident

po n51b1ht1es as far

; V! mber 22, 1 know of no incidents where the ¥BI was

caned in to help the Secret Service, to my knowledge.

Representative Forp. And particularly on this day none of the——

Mr. HosTty. Definitely not.

Representative Forp. Of the people in the ¥BI in the Dallas area were given
any assignments?
_ Mr. Hosty. That is correct.
" Representative Forp. For the security of the President?

Mr. HosTy. That is correct.

T

nﬁ’“?“

1o .
v’exﬁaat Hosty testifiedx %bef ore the ‘I,Co?lg'tz_s.sion in 1964 is not in accord with

what he wrote thirty years later to make hisself and the FBI and its then Dallas SAC
look better, that they were to "be on the safe s:x.deV {’.%at the}%ecret
Service,that "‘f'f you have any doubts at all about w%ther to report a piece of
information, go ahead and repof;s i*;."

.Mccloy‘s questioning was a little too sharp for Hosty so when he had the chance

a0, W ; . :
he got even. e is riting about his meeting with “oover after his testimony:




0
Hifty actually says that as soon as he heard Oswald's name as the Tippit killer
he kne¥ immediately that Osw=ld was also the killer of the President., He then knew

nothing about Oswald that he did not know before the assassination. e therefore

had neither more nor less reason for not doing as Shanklin ordered them all to do.
)

proper uedst

=\

fert assumed immedizstely th&s/ﬁgat Oswald was the assassine

He knew what Shanklin's orders were.
He 4id not follow them.

— .
He i s unrepentant.

e insists what he did and did not do was correct under their instructions.
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Hoover changed the subject to the Warren Compfiission and
their proceedings. He told me that the FBI had a soure€ on the Com-
mission (I later fougdm&w_as_(_}gggg:w__“or”ﬁmong others),
and that Hoover’s information, which he considered reliable, was that
the Commission would clear the FBI of any mishandling of the Oswald
case by a 5-to-2 margin. Only Warren and McCloy would vote against
the FBI. Hoover told me how Warren detested him, and recounted the
story of the cocktail party, telling me himself, with some enjoyment,
how Warren had spit out that Hoover was a “Boy Scout.”

Hoover proceeded to McCloy, who “was nothing more than a
broken down Philadelphia lawyer with holes in his shoes before he
married that Zinsser girl.” That Zinsser girl was from a wealthy

| German-American family and, according to Hoover, after the marriage |
| McCloy’s career took off like a rocket. McCloy now had access to the
most elite social circles, and this had carried him all the way to his pre-
sent position. I later wondered if Hoover had unearthed something re-
lating to McCloy, much like he had with Warren, wl}ich would explain
I why he could be counted on to vote against the FBL{ J" M 5T

In fact “e“loy was a grofegsional success from the beginning of his{prb‘fessional
| L0 gk heghy |

life, e &eld many gov m@l he became a resp%‘bed and very successful
inf ernational banker,

In assessing Hosty's r credibility thé reader can\’éecide for hinself why he
did not tell the Warren Commission what hanklin's orders were about inf orming the
Secret Service and whether in what he did and did not do, from his testimeny and from
his book, Hosty did follow Shanklin's orders, "If you have. any doubts about whether .
to report a piecé of information to the Secret Service, go ahead and report it. Let's
be on the safe side"(page 4).

Hosty's record is that he d4id not beiLieve the man he regarded as a dyed—in-
the -wool Communist and as involve in a conspiracy witﬁ g Gﬁmt.unists to kill

th?_mPresident ] have been mentioned to the Secret Serviece under $Hhanklin's criteria.

There is no. part of this book in which there is not the most substantial
question about Hosty'ds credibility and not infrequently about his honesty in what
he writes. Eso;?t; of these questions can be att@ributed to his righbt=wing political

bediefs but not all of them, as we sees

5 %;@Pj’qﬂg Cibid%
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These pages are not numbereds in this 1995 review what was made public;
Qﬁ years earlier is redacteq’, the fact that the embassy phones vere bugged. Ngpte that
at| the time this was written there was a quéstion whether the man to whom 03w.:1]/.51 spoke
was Kostikove. f

The date of writing was 12/13/63.

This memo says they were flooded wity bogus tips and debunked them all. The
fact is that the CIA in Pexico City credited the first two that were palpably false.
Says that when they saw the ¥BI report, CD i, they found it "hlyély inter—
esting." The higd to have spotted it immediately as notmntended to be a report
on the assassination but they avoid saying this, *t was in fact a diatribe against
Dgwald., If the CIA had no earlier indication of it, this told it that Bhere would be
no real investigatioh and that none was intended.

Says that many but not all the tapes were erased and used over.

Spells put that the CI4 station asked Haxican authorities to. arrest and
"question" DuraPp The report of her Secihd arrest, 11/27, withholds that the CIA had
asked for it and that she had been beaten into a false conf ession of having been
Ogwald's "mistress," which the CIA records do reflect. So why omit it fi'om this repert?

«It refers %9 the "likelihood"that Uswald met with Kostikov whereas the
flescription of the man he met is not of Kostikov, It then says Kostikov is from the
#GB's Department 13, which is "chargedf with sobotage and assassinations." It then
turns out that alld of this is surmised about Kostbkove Yet i% says that it is pro-
bably only coincidence thgt Oswald met Kostikove

Referring to Duran's first arrest, the .lg'olice asked her if be she had been

"intimate with OSWALD and she denied ite"

| 1t mlso points out that if Oswald had had any connection with the KGB they
would have kept him from going to its embasss/

f There is what seems to be another versv.on of this report, this one with page gum -
b;rs at the tep but the first page I see if 4.
There are other deletions of whqt is disflosed, like the interception of the
calls from the President of Cuba to the Mefico embassye
The modest lggaheading on the first dregft is "We Discover Lee OSHALD in Mexico
City."
There are a few pages, first missing, rechashing some of this. This ap;ars to
be a finfshed version and it is explicit in staying pwhat caunnot be explicit, that it
as Kostikov to whom Oswald spoke.lt also says that the CIA had nothing to do with

=

uran's mrest and does not mention her second arrest. The misging first page may be in
what I've gone over but it is not worth the time to learn. Mugh of this #s self-serving.



