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T
he adm

inistrative records of the N
ational A

rchives 
and R

ecords A
dm

inistration include nearly 12 cubic 
feet relating to the transfer, processing, and servicing 
of assassination-related records. 

U
.S. Secret Service 

T
he S

ecret S
ervice case file on the assassination of 

President K
ennedy consists of approxim

ately 5 cubic 
feet. A

lm
ost all of the m

aterials in the Secret Service 
files are duplicated in the records of the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission. 

O
ther E

xecutive B
ranch R

ecords 

T
he C

ollection currently includes a sm
all num

ber of 
ex

ecu
tiv

e b
ran

ch
 d

o
cu

m
en

ts fro
m

 th
e D

efen
se 

Intelligence A
gency, the N

ational Security A
gency, the 

C
ivil and C

ivil R
ights D

ivisions of the D
epartm

ent of 
Justice, the U

.S
. Inform

ation A
gency, the U

.S
. A

ir 
F

orce, the S
ecurities and E

xchange C
om

m
ission, the 

N
ational Park Service, and the O

ffice of M
anagem

ent 
and B

udget. 
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In addition to the Federal records described above, the 
C

ollection also contains a variety of donated historical 
m

aterials. T
hese include the D

allas Police D
epartm

ent 
case file o

n
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 an

d
 p

erso
n
al an

d
 

P
residential papers from

 the H
erbert H

oover, John 
K

ennedy, L
yndon Johnson, G

erald F
ord, and Jim

m
y 

C
arter P

residential libraries. T
he L

yndon Johnson 
m

aterials in
clu

d
e tran

scrip
ts o

f h
is telep

h
o
n
e 

conversations w
ith J. E

dgar H
oover, R

ichard R
ussell, 

an
d
 o

th
ers co

n
cern

in
g
 issu

es relatin
g
 to

 th
e 

assassination, such as the establishm
ent of the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission. 
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In addition to establishing the physical C
ollection, the 

P
resident John F

. K
ennedy A

ssassination R
ecords 

C
ollection A

ct m
andated the creation of an electronic 

index to those docum
ents not open and available at 

the N
ational A

rchives w
hen the legislation w

as signed 
into law

. E
ach agency w

ith custody of assassination-
related m

aterial entered inform
ation about its ow

n 
records into the system

. E
ventually, all the electronic 

entries w
ill be transferred to the N

ational A
rchives. 

It is possible to search the system
 in a variety of 

w
ays, including by subject, date, and agency creating 

the record. T
he A

ct also required that each index 
entry (called a R

ecord Identification Form
) be printed 

and attached to the described docum
ent. 
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R
ecords in the JFK

 C
ollection m

ay be view
ed in the 

research room
s at the N

ational A
rchives, and copies 

of specific records m
ay be ordered through the m

ail. 
R

equests for additional inform
ation regarding the 

C
ollection should be directed to the JF

K
 L

iaison, 
N

ational A
rchives and R

ecords A
dm

inistration, 
W

ashington, D
C

 20408. 
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John F
. K

ennedy w
as killed on N

ovem
ber 22, 1963. 

A
lm

ost 30 years later, hoping to allay lingering doubts 
about the circum

stances surrounding that event, 
C

ongress enacted the P
resident John F

. K
ennedy 

A
ssassination R

ecords C
ollection A

ct. O
n O

ctober 26, 
1992, P

resident G
eorge B

ush signed the bill into law
 

(PL
 102-526). O

ne provision of the law
 m

andated that 
all assassination-related m

aterial be housed in a single 
collection

 in
 th

e N
ation

al A
rch

ives an
d

 R
ecord

s 
A

dm
inistration (N

A
R

A
). T

he clear intent of the law
 

w
as to open m

ost of the records for research. 

T
he A

ct defines five narrow
 categories of inform

ation 
w

hose release can be postponed but also establishes an 
independent Presidential R

eview
 B

oard to consider all 
agency decisions to postpone the release of records. 
R

ecords initially postponed by an agency rem
ain in the 

custody of that agency until the R
eview

 B
oard can eval-

uate those records and decisions. O
nce the B

oard 
com

pletes its review
 of the agency's recom

m
endations 

for postponem
ent, all records, including those that are 

closed, w
ill be transferred to N

A
R

A
. T

he A
ct requires 

that all assassination-related records be opened by 
2017, w

ith the exception of docum
ents certified for 

continued postponem
ent by the President. 

O
n

 D
ecem

b
er 28, 1992, th

e N
ation

al A
rch

ives 
established the John F. K

ennedy A
ssassination R

ecords 
C

ollection. Initially, the C
ollection consisted only of 

open assassination-related m
aterial already in the 

custody of N
A

R
A

. A
dditions are being m

ade as agen-
cies com

plete their review
s and transfer new

ly opened 
records to the N

ational A
rchives, but the C

ollection 
m

ay not be com
plete for several years. 
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T
he Federal G

overnm
ent created assassination-related 

records for a variety of reasons. A
 few

 agencies 
m

aintained inform
ation before N

ovem
ber 22, 1963, on 

individuals later linked w
ith the assassination. M

any 
agencies gathered and created records im

m
ediately 

follow
ing the assassination in pursuit of investigations 

or ongoing business. Still m
ore assem

bled m
aterial in 

response to the five form
al com

m
issions or com

m
ittees 

established to investigate various aspects of the assassi-
nation or related subjects. R

ecords reflecting all of 
these functions com

prise the JFK
 A

ssassination R
ecords 

C
ollection. 

C
urrently, the largest series of assassination-related 

records in the C
ollection w

ere created by the tw
o 

form
al investigations into the assassination: 	

the 
P

resident's C
om

m
ission on the A

ssassination of 
P

resident K
ennedy (com

m
only called the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission) and the H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on 

A
ssassinations. In addition to these tw

o, three other 
groups conducted inquiries into activities of the intel-
ligence com

m
unity during the 1960's, and som

e of the 
records from

 these inquiries are assassination-related. 
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The W
arren C

om
m

ission 

P
resident Johnson created the W

arren C
om

m
ission 7 

days after the assassination, and 10 m
onths later, the 

C
om

m
ission issued its report. T

he C
ollection contains 

363 cubic feet of W
arren C

om
m

ission records. T
hese 

records include transcripts of hearings; adm
inistrative 

and investigative docum
ents created by the C

om
m

is-
sion's staff; docum

ents sent to the C
om

m
ission by 

U
.S

., S
tate, and foreign governm

ent agencies; letters 

from
 m

em
bers of the public; photographs; film

s; and 
several three-dim

ensional objects. 

The R
ockefeller C

om
m

ission 

G
erald Ford created the C

om
m

ission to Investigate 
C

entral Intelligence A
gency A

ctivities W
ithin the 

U
nited S

tates (com
m

only called the R
ockefeller 

C
om

m
ission) in 1975. A

pproxim
ately 2,500 pages of 

the C
om

m
ission's records relate to the K

ennedy 
assassination. T

hese docum
ents include inform

ation 
concerning attem

pts to assassinate Fidel C
astro. 
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The H
ouse Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations 

T
he H

ouse of R
epresentatives established the H

ouse 
Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations in 1976 to reopen 

the investigation of the assassination in light of 
allegations that previous inquiries had not received 
th

e fu
ll co

o
p
eratio

n
 o

f F
ed

eral ag
en

cies. T
h
e 

C
om

m
ittee, w

hich also investigated the death of D
r. 

M
artin L

uther K
ing, Jr., issued its report on M

arch 
29, 1979. Included in the records of the C

om
m

ittee's 
investigation of the K

ennedy assassination (approxi-
m

ately 325 cubic feet) are interview
s; transcripts of 

testim
ony; outside contact reports; m

aterials from
 the 

D
epartm

ents of State and Justice as w
ell as from

 the 
C

IA
 and local law

 enforcem
ent agencies; personal 

incom
e tax returns; m

edical records; unsolicited m
ail; 

telephone com
pany records; autopsy reports; and the 

C
om

m
ittee's ow

n adm
inistrative files. 

O
ther Investigations 

In
 1

9
7
5
, C

o
n
g
ress created

 th
e S

en
ate S

elect 
C

om
m

ittee to Study G
overnm

ental O
perations w

ith 

R
esp

ect to
 In

tellig
en

ce A
ctiv

ities (th
e 

C
hurch 

C
om

m
ittee) 

an
d

 th
e H

o
u

se S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 

Intelligence (the P
ike C

om
m

ittee). Som
e of the records 

g
en

erated
 b

y
 th

ese C
o
m

m
ittees relate to

 th
e 

assassination. 
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M
any executive branch agencies created records that 

relate in som
e w

ay to the assassination, and the 
C

ollection contains agency docum
ents of varying 

volum
es, form

ats, and subjects. 

C
entral Intelligence A

gency 

D
ocum

ents transferred to the C
ollection by the C

entral 
Intelligence A

gency consist of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald's 
personality file (approxim

ately 21 cubic feet). R
ecords 

assem
bled by the C

IA
 for the H

ouse Select C
om

m
ittee 

on A
ssassinations are am

ong the records of that 
C

om
m

ittee. 

D
epartm

ent of Justice 

T
he C

rim
inal D

ivision of the D
epartm

ent of Justice 
transferred approxim

ately 30 cubic feet relating to the 
assassination. T

hese records include official m
ail, 

prim
arily betw

een the D
epartm

ent and the FB
I or the 

D
epartm

ent and C
ongress, and letters received from

 the 
public. 

D
epartm

ent of State 

R
ecords transferred from

 the D
epartm

ent of S
tate 

(approxim
ately 12 cubic feet) include 2 lot files that 

relate prim
arily to L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald's defection to 

the Soviet U
nion. M

uch of this m
aterial is duplicated 

in the records of the W
arren C

om
m

ission. 
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