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L, David G. Harwell, executive director _ 7627 Oid Recaiver Rd,
Agisassination Rec,ords Review Board - ' > Erederick, MD 21702
600 E St., IW 208
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ashington, DC 20530
Dear *'r. Harwell, » 7 ;
Thank you for both of your letters of the 8%th both of; -which wereg Qp‘stméfked the 11th.
As 1 believe I sgid in my letter to you, it is not safe- for me to tra\.rel; I Was not
at that COPA nceta.n;, to he{r the board member who spoke there, and had been told incor-
rectly that it was "r. &raff. ‘ '
Thanks for enclosin: a copy of Hr. Tunheim's speech to COPA. Perhaps he was being
careful when he seid that F'OIA is not working to release many assassination records
bt from my experionce it is not-the Act that is not working, it is the agencies that
do not comply with it.

I hope the board interprets its responsibility to provide a record to include a

rgcord of each documcnt withheld by all agencies, for the future. They are adept in

withholding improperlye.

When you getaround to reguwiring an accounting of destroyed assassination records

Ilhope you will be awaié of the controlling regulations as of the time of %sst ligrtion :
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have a file drawer of those regulations and we took deposition testimonf’éﬁétgﬁﬁg%m

in one of ry FOIA suits. For your information at least one of the CIA's IIez:J.cJC:Lty tapes
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was no{, destroyed before the assassination.:

I regret, of courze, that it took so iong for my letters to Hp. Z:}raff to reach him
from so short a distance away and % avrprised that despite the time. between them they
beth roached hJ.m the same day the next month. The Archives$ did not seen_; to want to get
those letters to him in a hurry.

I hope you are correct in saying that Dr. Yraff and all the members of the board
Tgvor the broadest possible release because sevdral have been quoted as saying what is
not consistent with that. That is, of course, the intent of the law and it represents
the national need,

If T can be of qu help, as I believe I can, I'1l do all I can to be of help.

Tou refer to the "expertise" of the "research communl'ty.". That is an area in which
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urge you to be reall¥ satisfied that the "research./ and “expertise" relate to reality.
Ilurge cavtion in particular if you use pu.bloshed books for background and understanding
of the fact of the assassination and its investigations. Iﬁ( 3:011 have not yet learned it,
the solutions oi the FBI aud the Secret Service are not the same as those of the Commission.
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Sincerely,
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Harola W eisberg




