Puts Calipers on Quislings

‘Weighted Average’ Plan
Checks Nazi Pr(/)wpaganda

By DANIEL M. KIDNEY _ / Y ture

A “weighted average”. system, intended to be used in measvr-
ing the volume of Nazi propaganda in American publications, was
explained yesterday at a Post Office Department hearing by Har-
old D. Lasswell, Ph..D., director of war communications research -

for the lerary of Congress. =
The system, Dr. Lasswell said, pro-
duced a rating of 65 per cent sub-
- versive 'in the case of R R ARICL G K~
,..my published by, SO, AAShRR.,, At
M
termine whether the “X-Ray,” having
been once barred from the - mails,
should lose its second-class mailing
privileges. ,
YA_I.B PROFESSOR

v Lasswell, formerly a Yale pro-

' fessor, was brought to Washington by
Librarian of Congress Archibald Mac-

Leish, who also is chief of the Office

of Facts and Figures, His “weighted
average” formula, Dr. Lasswell said,

is based on answers to the following

questions about -a publication under

analysis:

1. Does it follow the Nazj propaga.nda
that the United States is economically
corrupt?

2. Does it oppose the Administra-
‘tion’s foreign policy or conduct of the
war?

3. Does it assail the President on;
moral or ethical grounds?

4, Does it disparage Great Britain
-or other Allies?

5. Does it say that Washington is’
run by Communists, plutocrats, Jews
or crooks?

STUDY CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Dr. Lasswell, who presented his.
charts and statistics at the close of'
Asher’s hearing before three assistant
postmasters general, said that his sys-

tem is offered only for such. use as!

courts or Governmént departmgnts see

fit to make of it in determinings

whether publications are guilty or in-
nocent of subversion.

A Government aide said that The';

Chicago Tribune is one of the papers

now getting .the “weighted average”'

%Ind The hearlng was to de-.|

treatment, and that so far its balance
is on the pro-American side.

Asher, who was a Ku Klux Klan
lieutenant under D. C. Stephenson, the
former Indiana grand dragon now
serving a life ferm for murder, said
that he had left school at the sixth
grade and. couldn!t understand Dr
Lasswell’s system. Co

INSISTS HE'S AMERICAN

“But m an American—a 100 per
cent; American,” he Insisted. “I don't
mind attacks on my reputation, altho

I did think sze and Life magazines
shouldn’t have called me a ‘petty boot-
legger., Why, I never sold less than;
a case of liquor.

:“But I don’t like to be branded sub-
versive, I've printed informatlon that.
I got from ther a.l
Justice, and V& S6el Worse st

ongressional Record.”
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