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Hcresies Perpetuated by the Rom.an
Church

By Rev. 8. L. Testa, Brooklyn, New York

THESE dates are in zome cages ap-
proximate. Many of these heresies
had been current in the Church years
before, but only when they were offi-
cially adopted by a Church Council and
?roc aimed by the Pope as dogma of
aith, did they become binding on
Catholics.

t the Reformation, in the 16th Cen-
tury, various heresies were repudiated
ag having no part in the iReligion of
Jesus as taught in the New Testamenc.

1. Of all the human inventions taught
and practiced by the Roman Catholic
Church, which are contrary to the Bible,
the most ancient are the prayers for
the dead and the sign of the Crosn,
Both of these began 300 years after
Christ.

2. Wax candles were introduced in
churches about the year 320.

8. Veneration of angels and dead
saints began about 375.

4. The Mass as a daily celebration
was adopted in 39%4.

5. The worship of M the mother
- . ¥t “Moth-

against the Italian Longobards, he de-|

feated them and gave the city of Rome
and surrounding territory to the Pope.
Jesus ex resslly forbade such a thing
and He himself refused worldly king-
iﬂg\ig.s )Read Matt. 4:8-9; 20:26-26; John

13. Worship of the cross, of images
and relics was authorized in 788.

(This was by order of dowager Em-
press Irene of Constantinople, who first
caused to pluck the eyes of her own
son Constantine VI, and then callad a
Church Council at the request of Had-
rian I, Pope of Rome at that time. Such
practice is simply called idolatry in the
Bible, and is severely condemned. Read
Exodus 20:4-5; Deut. 27:15; Psalm 1165).

14. Holy Water, mixed with a pinch
of salt and blessed by the priest, was
authorized in the year 850.

15. The veneration of St. Joseph be-
gan in the year B890.

16. The baptism of bells was institut-
ed by Pgpe John XIV in 965.

17. Canonization of dead saints, first | M

bv Pope John XV, in 995.
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