Notad Test Pi’loI'KiIIed,
Aide Hurl, 10 Burned
When New Warplane Falls

+ SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 23.1
—UR—Harry R. Bridges,

west coast director of the th

Congress of Industrial Organ-
izations, told President Roose-
velt in a telegram today that

sabotage of airplanes for. the

United States government” at
the North American Aviation
Corp., Los Angeles, and Con-
solidated-Aircraft, San Diego.

Bridges sald government and
Company officials’ had ignored
complaints of sabotage,

“Due to- intimidation of union
workers who have attempted to
€Xpose sabotage and.the fact that
alliance * undoubtedly exists be-
tween company and government
officials locally, we urged immedi-
ate Investigation,” Bridges’ tele-
gram said.

He sald CIO unionists in the
past had been blamed for much
sabotage under a barrage of
commaunist charges, “while in
reality company has operated
under this communist smoke-
screen to emiploy nazl agents,
bund members, who serve a
twofold purpose in acting as

labor spies and union disrupt-
ers while deliberately sabotaging
army planes.” )

He gaid 12 navy planes manu-
factured by one of the firms had
crashed within' little more than a
year. L R
“Abundant evidence and official
records now exist to prove these
drastic. charges providing - investi-~
,&ation is put in  hands of proper-
government agency, free from any
local employer pressure,” the CIO

leader said.
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Sabotage Hinted in Fatal Crash of
New Warplane at L. A. Airport
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by George Hacker, Jimmy Martin
and another mechanic identified
only as Bolley.

Chemidlin, rushed to Santa
Monica hggpital, was reported to
have suffered skull fracture, a
broken leg and internal injuries.

Ten other men, all aircraft em-
ployes, suffered minor burns in
working about the blazing craft in
an effort to throttle the flames.
The fire was put out after con-
siderable difficulty by scores of
airport men and firemen.

A strict guard was established
at the bedside of Chemidlin, who
earlier had been reported to be a
member of the French army air
corps. Likewise, the government
and Douglas officials imposed
strict censorship at the scene of
the crash,.refusing to give out in-
formation and warning cameramen
not to take photographs. In sev-
eral instances photographic plates
were confiscated and destroyed.

It was reported army and
Douglas officials were investi-
gating the possibility of sabotage,
although all refused comment
when asked.

Declared by aviation officials to
be one of the finest bombing craft
built, the ill fated ship had been
under secret construction for a
year and was being readied for
flight in the\Dayton, Ohio, compe-
tition for United States army con-
tracts.

Considerable mystery was at-|’

tached to the bomber’s crash, with

government men refusing to make ||

an official statement until the
episode had been probed thor-
oughly It was reported three
separate investigations were un-
der way by the army, the bureau

of air commerce and Douglas |}

heads.

According to eyewitness ac-
counts of the crash, Cable had just
putt the -huge craft through two
scréaming powerdives and had
“cut” one of the plane’s two en-
gines in order to test the Tre-
maining one’s ability to maintain
flight. ‘ -
At 400 feet the bomber was

seen. to go into a flat spin
(horizental spinning with the
plane’s nose up). The craft's
engine sputtered and it was evi-
dent to listeners on the ground
below that Cable was fighthig to
right the ship and bring it into
normal position.

At 250 feet, Cable apparently
gave up. the hopeless task, swung
over the side, hurled himself into
space—and pulled the ripcord of
his parachute. For breathless mo-
‘mentsg it appeared the -crippled
sky juggernaut would strike Cable
falling body, but he swung clear.
His pilot 'chute opened, releasing
the mdin ’chute. But.it was too
late, Had Cable had another 100
feet to/ drop; he would have drifted
safely to earth, observers said.

_ s%ﬁt ific was the impact of
his: b E:tﬁ‘at-lt‘ rebounded into.
" the air, Like a shroud, the white

T

parachute fluttered over his still

form.

A3 the bomber wheeled crazily
toward the earth, hundreds of
aircraft workers going to or from
lunch (the crash took place at
12:20) stared in horror at the
craft or ran for their lives. For
a8 moment it appeared the plane
would smash into the petrol dump
located in the center of the North
American - plant. Just as thig
seemed inevitable, the bhomber
veered, dived into the midst of
parked cars with an impact heard
for a mile,

Chemidin, who possibly might
have saved himself by bailing out
of the craft, elected to “ride it” to
the ground. An instant after he
had been pulled from the wreck-
age, the bomber burst into searing
flames.

Dr. George H. Ham of Culver
City, department of commerce
medical examiner and himself a
pilot, was 100 feet away when the
bomber plummeted to earth.

“I never saw anything so terri-
ble,” Dr. Ham declared. “The

plane was going along beautl-
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fully, flying twice across the °

port,-when all of a sudden all of

_us on the ground knew some-
thing was wrong. Cable had cut
one of his engines and was bank-
ing. The motor sputtered, He
tried to kick the other engine
over and then he went into a
flat spin. The ship lost altitude
rapidly.

“Cable appeared to be fighting
the ship, At that altitude, he knew
of course that unless he worked
terribly fast the ship would crash.
Then, suddenly, we saw him climb-
ing over the side. I don’t believe
he was!'thrown out. He came down
so fast, the eye could hardly fol-
low. Hig 'chute opened about 50
feet from the ground. Everybody
realized he was doomed. It was an
awful sight. He landed on his
head. He was a grand guy and one
of the best pilots in the business,”

Other eyewitnesses reported the
municipal airport, formerly Mines
Field, “was in a state of the wild-

est confusion just before the

crash.”
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ABOVE IS PICTURED

after the car was splashed into

one of the automobiles that was crushed
the force of gravity and its flying momentum to its

~ Caught in Path of &f

“We didn’'t know just where
the plane would strike. We dll
ran. We were scared stiff,” one
eyewitness said.

Obgervers expressed the opinion
that if the falling bomber had
crashed into the gasoline dump,
hundreds would have been killed.

The bomber which, it was
learned, was using for the first
time a revolutionary type of sta-
bilizer, had been in the air 20 min-
utes when it crashed. >

Cable, father of three small
children, was a veteran test pilot.
It wae he who made preliminary
tests on the giant Douglas DC-4,
one of the Ilargest passenger
planes ever gonstructed.

Little , could- be learned about
Chemedlin, At Santa Monica hos-
pital, attaches declared they had
been “authorized py the Douglas
Aircraft Co. to say that the pa-
tient i Paul Chemidlin, 33, an
employe of Douglas Aircraft.”

A Douglas spolesman in-
sisted, however, the man’s name
was “Smithin,”

apult
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by the bomber that hurtled with all
own demolition. A fractional part of a second

junk, the bomber wrecked on the more unylelding earth and flames

bégan completion of its destruction.—Acme photo,




