
Probe Clears 
Sen. Walsh, 
Barkley Sa S 

Re SS let tl 
‘Never SlightSet 

i Foundation’ for N. Y. 
Article, He Asserts 

By the Associated Press 

Democratic Leader Barkley of 
Kentucky, told a hushed Sen-. 
rate yesterday that a thorough in- 
vestigation by the Justice Depart- 
ment had completely exonerated 
Senator David I. Walsh (Democrat) 
of Massachusetts of an “unjusti-. 
fiedy-maticious, ~degrading « ciratee 
that Mr, Walsh visited a house of 
ill-repute in Brooklyn and tould 
be accused of “conspiring with alien 
enemies” there, , : 

‘Walsh Noncommittal 
Displaying documents furnisheé 

to him by Attorney General Biddle, 
Mr. Barkley said there was “never 
the slightest foundation” for state- 
ments published in the New. York 
Post that Mr. Walsh had been a. 
frequent visitor to a “house of deg.- 
radation” in Brooklyn. The - ma- 
jority leader said there were re- 
ports soldiers. and sailers were 
“plied with liquor” there in order 

to obtain from them information on 
ship movements, 

(In New York, Ted O. Thackrey, 
editor of the Post, said in a state-’ 
ment that the paper's only aim was 
to “arrive at the truth, openly and 
publicly” and that it would “con- 

tinue to demand a full public Sen- 
ate investigation.” 

The Senate was crowded, with 
Walsh one of the few absent. 
Reached by reporters later, Mr., 
Walsh had no comment and declined; 

Department of Justice Investigation Cl ears Senator Walsh, Barkley Says 

| WALSH, from Page 1. (Democrat), of Montana; Clark )New York paper, must have been, leniency, otherwise the judge would 

(Democrat) of Missouri and Nye| 4 party.” give him the maximum of 20 years. 

i : : Wheeler said that a New York|~ «ps this x - mak. 
to discuss any future action he (Republican) vf North Dakota that Post story quoted Judge Samuel If this man does not: make a 
might take. the Senate bring before it those | Leibowitz as telling Beekman, after statement telling: what Judge a 

Beekman Admits FBI Questioning {responsible for what Mr. Clark |his conviction, that if Beekman un-|bowitz and. the New York Post 

Outlining the case slowly and| called a “filthy conspiracy to smear | covered the whole alleged spy ring} wants, he will be given 20 years,” 

deliberately, Mr. Barkley said the the court would give him extreme! Mr. Wheeler declared. 

New York Post had charged in its 

‘May 1, 1942, issue that a member 

of the Senate frequently was seen 

in a “house of degradation’ in 

Brooklyn. Gustave Beekman, al- 

ileged operator of the house, was 
convicted in: Brooklyn for an of- 

fense Barkley said was “too loath- 
some to mention in the Senate or 

in any group of ladies and gentle- 

men.” 

The New York Post story said, Mr. 
Barkley went on, that a member of 

the Senate had been observed in 

the place talking to an alien sus- 

pected of being a “spy in behalf 
of the Nazis.” A few days later, 

he said, the New York Post named 

Mr. Walsh as the Senator involved. 
‘Mr. Barkley said a purported 

affidavit signed by Beekman was. 
used as. the basis of the New York 
Post’s story. The Democratic leader 
said Beekman subsequently made 
statements to Department of Jus- 
tice agents that Walsh was not the 
man who came to his house and 
identified the picture of another as 
being the man who did visit the 
place, 

(The Néw York Post. published 
today a further affidavit from Beek- 
man saying that on May 15 and 16 
he was questioned by the FBI at 
length and that the FBI “wanted me 
to identify someone else as Mr. 
Walsh.” . —_ - 

(The affidavit continued in part: 
(“They showed me a picture of a. 

man called ‘Doc’? They wanted me 
to agree that this ‘Doc’ was the man 
and let it go at that, -They ques- 
tioned me for about six or seven 
hours. - 

  

  
| legally accountable for them,...”   (“They had a stenographer pre o 

tant awhaw TT wa8Td nO eT aR nad. Wt 

a member of this body.” 
, Mr, Wheeler asserted that the 
Senate ought not to let the matter 
drop, 

Mr. Clark said Morris Ernst, at- 
torney for the New York Post, 

ought to “come before the bar of 
the Senate and respond to questions 
about how deeply he is involved in 
this conspiracy.” 

Story Reported Brought Here First 

Disclaiming personal knowledge 
of the matter, Mr. Clark said he had 
been informed “by a very reputable 
newspaperman, whose information 
is usually correct, that Mr. Ernst 
brought the story to Washington 
and went to the White House with 
it in an attempt to. interest the 

|highest. authority in Washington in 
an effor to smear the Senator from 
Massachusetts.” 

““"To the credit of the President 
and his advisers,” Mr. Clark went 
on, “Mr, Ernst’s suggestions were 
entirely rejected.” 

Thackrey’'s statement also said: 
“The New York Post does not now 

nor has it ever believed in secret 
trials or the use of the Department, 
of Justice as a private detective 
agency even in behalf of the Sena- 
tors.... — 

“The Post will have more to say 
later about the unfounded and 
amazing charges of conspiracy made 
by Senator Clark of Missouri, who 
must have known he was ‘making 
them under the protection of the 
official immunity granted to him by 
virture of the fact that he. made 
those statements on the floor of the 
Senate whererhe could not be held   Ernst Reticent 

Dorothy S. Backer, publisher of t 
the New York Post, said that Thack- | 
rey’s. statement also expressed her.’
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