
Coudert Blind 
To Fascists "oa 
By Hanoip LA ( 

The Coudert Subcommittee, w ich folded 
its tent Wednesday and noisily stomped 
away, persistently failed to investigate 
charges of Nazi and Fascist activity in the 
New York City schools throughout its two 
ears of legislative ferreting. 

This was disclosed today following the 
Subcommittee’s parting announcement that 
it had been unable to find evidence of such 
activity, while uncovering no less than 503 
“Communist” teachers and teachers under 
“Communist domination.” 
Among the organizations whose charges 

the Subcommittee failed to investigate: 
(The Co-6rdinating Committee 

Democratic Action. 
q| The American Jewish Congress. 
4] The United Parents Assns. 
q The Independent Order Brith Abra- 

ham. 
Meanwhile, it was also learned, the Sub- 

committee accepted testimony concerning 
edleged Communist activity in the schools 
hom one who frequently has written for 
the Brooklyn Tablet, detended Fascism, and 
s.iiped at democracy. 

The Subcommittee had previously been 
infiormed of the witness’s record; in fact, # 
ha d been asked to investigate him. 

The witness on “Communism” was Dr. 
Edward. I. Fenlon, assistant professor of 
[fftulosophy at Brooklyn College. Leaves from 
bis biography: 

q In the Brooklyn Tablet of Mar. 4, 1939, 
he wrote: 

“Who is the authority among us to state 
that Franco is a Fascist? Franco denies that 
ke is a Fascist, and, even so, would that 
yecessarily make him or his cause more 
vicious? Who can ascribe any fixed set of 
offensive principles to Fascist philosophy?” 
(Any preacher of the gospel in Germany 
could have supplied the list.) 

q On Jan. 20, 1940, the Tablet quoted 
him as saying before the Holy Name 
Siociety, Church of Our, Lady Help of 
‘Ghristiansr 

“I would like to see everyone wary when 
it: comes to this careless, this inane, talk 
concerning ‘democracy’ (the quotes are the 
“ifablet’s). ... (It) was started and is kept 

Live by our Communist brethren and their 
so-called ‘liberal’ friends. (Again the Tab- 
let's quotes.) . 

“And what does it signify? Nothing. It is 
a mire rebellious, anarchistic, paganistic 
shibbo.leth.” “ 

The wrganization which had asked the 
Coudert Subcommittee to investigate Fenlon 
was the C:o-ordinating Committee for Demo- 
cratic Acti‘on. Its action followed requests 
for information about subversive activities 
by R, E. Heyman, a Coudert Subcommittee 
investigator. 

In making the request, Herman is re- 
ported to ha've said: 

“We hon.e to get enough stuff on the 
Communist:; to have another public hearing 
uickly. - 
“That -will give us headlines, and, after 

all, he-adlines are the thing that keeps a] 
Comr nittee like ours going.’ 

O ther individuals and organizations cited |_ 
by the Co-ordinating Committee were: 

q Timo hy, then chairman of 
‘the acadéemit~d: ent, administrator of 
National Youth Administration and librarian 
at Samuel Gompers High School; now at 
the Chelsea Vocational High School. 

(The American Education Assn. which, 
together with the Teachers Alliance, sub- 

for 

  

sequently was accused by Mrs, Johanna.M. 
Lindlof, member of the Board “ot Educa- 
tion, “of “spreading intolerance and anti- 
Semitism.” 

{ Vittorio Ceroni, teacher of Italian at 
Hunter ege. | 

Charges against Murphy were filed also 
by the United Parents Assns., which sent 
delegations to visit both Frederic A. Cou- 
dert, Subcommittee chairman, and Paul 
Windels, counsel. 

Murphy was accused of being anti-: 
Semitic, anti-Negro and anti-Italian; of re- 
cruiting for the Christian Front among his 
Irish students; and of permitting students to; 
stay home from school to sell Charles E.' 
Coughlin’s Social Justice, which is now 
banned from the mails for its sedition. 

The Coudert Subcommittee failed to act 
on the charges. Four months later, an in- 
vestigation was made by the Board of Edu- 
cation, which demoted Murphy, and trans- 
ferred him to Chelsea Vocational High. 

The Coudert Subcommittee was part of 
the joint legislative committee to investi- 
gate education in New York State, headed 
by Assemblyman Herbert A. Rapp and Sen. 
Coudert. 

Coudert is a. member of the law firm of 
Coudert & Coudert, which represents Vichy 
France. 
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The Coudert Report 
The Great Coudert Mystery has been 

solved. 
The Subcommittee didn’t find any evi- 

dence of Nazi or Fascist activity in the 
schools because it worked very hard at 
not looking for it. 

We marvel at the Subcommittee’s for- 
titude, its energy, determination, and per- 
sistence. Organizations around town did 

_ everything but smack it over the head 
with indications of Nazi and Fascist ac- 
tivity; but the Subcommittee would not 
be moved. 

It had its eye on the main chance, the 
headlines; it was after the “Communists.” 

It got the headlines, all right; whether 
it got the “Communists” is another ques- | 
tion. 

If the Subcommittee had stopped 
ogling the stories about itself for just one 
minute to look at the other articles on 
front pages, it might have discovered that 
we're at war right now. And our enemies | 
are the Nazis and Fascists. 

For legislators to ignore that fact, and 
to ignore charges of Nazi and Fascist 
activity, was nothing short of betrayal of 
the interests’ of the people. 

We've indicated that we don’t know 
whether the Subcommittee caught the 
“Communists” or not. Our reason is the 
strange new philosophy of jurisprudence 
propounded in the Subcommittee's report. 

The Subcommittee proposed that 
school teachers be fired if they have 
earned the reputation of being Commun- 
ists—whether they are or not. 

Seemingly, all Frederic A. Coudert’s 
legal training and experience, including 
his experience representing Vichy France, 
hasn’t taught him that around these parts 
men are considered innocent until proved. 
guilty, and that a fair trial is everyone's 
inalienable right. ; 

The kind of jurisprudence Coudert 
proposes is found in Germany, a course.


