| Saw Sllver

By Julius Rosenthal

I saw the American variety of Hltlerlsm in

action in Chicago Monday night.
- And T saw the answer of the American
people. -
That answer was: Fascism shall not pass' in
the United States.
~ The local fascists were
‘a unit of 40 members of
the Silver Legion of
America, an open anti-
Semitie, anti-Catholic or-
ganization led by William
Dudley Pelley with offi-
ces in Ashville, N. C.
The answer to their
hate-inciting - pleas  to
wipe out the Jews and
Catholics in America, as-
;assinate President Roose-
velt, and set up a dic-
tatorship of Big Business
came from an indignant
crowd of 800 Americans y
in the Portage Park com-
munity. .
Silver Shirt Field Mar-
shal Roy Zachary, who in
a previous Chicago speech
said he would- kill Presi-
dent Roosevelt if no one
else would, knéw he was
ineiting. trouble by holdmg ) fasclst meetmg in open de-
fiance of the anti-Nazi sentiment -of .the reighborhood.
One of his lieutenants caused’ a Record photographer
. and me to spend a night in jail’ because we ‘were fmm the
" Daily Record.
Six-feet, four-inch bouncer. Rwhard Stan and a squad
of other strong-arm Silver Shirts'were. posted: at.the door
of the secret “for-men-only meetmg at 5835 W. Irving

Park Blvd.
William Rice, Daily ‘Record photographer, and I tried

ROY ZACHARY

to gain entrance to the meeting by showing our police press’

cards. Blustering Starr asked where we were from
“The Daily Record,” I said. ;
A volee from’ mside the: hall yelled out
“That’s a Communist paper :
- Riee answered: . 7. A
C4Yor 61‘. a Bum steer there, budﬂyn W AT A
Starr thcn called Clarence Sutherland ‘who . seemed

a patrol wagon. They entered the hdall and Rice and 1
followed' them, using our police cards.

The chief of the detectives asked Starr wha:t had'
happened. Starr: said; thé meetmg had been attncked-
by what ke éalled: “HSodlums.”

Ths }ibhce toolt Starr out into the érowd:. He
pbmﬂe:l at five mefi in: the crowd who were' brought
ints! the: Ibkby. &

i!lh" Hen ;idlﬂied at us and’ sald _

. “Ther: too.”
" The détectives then phshedv u§ over with the five fro‘m
the' bubside ctowd. All 6f us were Seat'ched. ;
; Both Rice and’ 1 bf‘bteste& thdt we' Wete' from’ the
lsresu but td' no. avail! and we W e pttt in a patrol
wagon with. the others.
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! to be the leader of the me,atmg Sutherland declared:
“This'is atrlctlya an. American meeting for white
people. Not that I have anyt‘l}mg against Jews but they
have it against me. Sorry you can’t come m We have
paid for thiz hall and: you cnnt come in.’
/ Meanwhile Zachary, who''was the scheduled speaker,
“walked by accompanied by ifour. husky bodyguards.
The meeting started and" the ‘door was shut in our
faces.
Rice and I decided to stgy awhile in the hope of get-
res when the' meeting was over.
ng éjt;r(:)trlll :scrowd stmted zathermg around the hall. The
assemblage soon riumbered about 800 with.numerous circles
" in the lobby of the’ hall"im'd outside: discussing the meeting
inside. Word of the fascist riature of the meeting passed
swiftly from mouth to, mouth
What appeared ‘to bé a spontaneous commlttee
of community citizens' maﬁb their 'way to the small
hall in the rear.of the lﬂnldmg to protest the im-
porting of Zachary tot: spread fascist  doctrines in
Portage Park. y
Zachary was speakmgl at the tlrne
As the gruup entereﬂ‘ ihe hall, several bulky
Silver Shirts rose and moved towards them. A melee

started. \ ;

The men on the outslde hea.rmg a disturbance in-
side, rushed in and the ‘'scuffle apread through
the hall. ) f

Rlce and I meanwh}le had made, our. way into the
hall to watech the effer't of the protest.
Both of us had our pohcé cards. in our hat bands.
" When the fight started, we were in the rear. of the hall.
. One of the Sllver Shlrﬁ guards of Zachary attempted
‘to smash Rice’s camera but an anti-Nazi demons’cmtor
blocked the blow. i
* The Zacharv followerh‘ ,Were outnumbered and the
battle was over in"less than; three minutes, :
The, protestors . soon d:spei‘sed
About 15 minutes later ‘two. policemen . arrlved Rice
and I entered the-hall w1th ‘the polmemen ) \
Doorman Starr was in the lobby. Seemg Rice and
me, he exclalmed' v

“There’s the. dxrty Jew b—-—-— that telephdned the
mob."”
. He rushed’ at R!ce and nttnmpted to sIug him but’
was stopped by one of the pnhca, who declared

" “These fellows are frnm the ' presa !

. After talking ‘to Sj,arr a few moments, the police left.

Meanwhile,.a huge crowd ‘gathered around the hall,
attracted by the commotmn ]

Five minutes. 'Iater two 'de'bectlve squadsuarmveﬂ thh

A few mihutes later Zachary, Stars;’ #hd ‘Sutherland
were put il the wagon with”us. TWo other T87in the ‘erdwd
wele ditestéd for Booing Zachaty as He' loft: ‘tHe" bulldlng

As tHe “Black Maria” made its way to*thd Gale Ave,
police statioh, a humdrous toiuch Vwds- added: Zaehai:y Had
to sit on the lap of a Jewish youth, Davrd”F‘oremarf “Be-
cause of lack of room. Zachary wag: forced o star}d wHen
Foreman' objected to the -fdscist in-his lapi to

When we atrived at the st‘atmn, Starr! stirted- pomtmg
out the various prisoners as péople who:He: satw 'm tHe hall.

He pointed to Rice dnd’ mie'and gAfd T
“They're from the Retord” | hu' g o o gk
That seemed to be shfficidnit reéason the the po]xce
to. jail vs, book us for ditorderly  condiict dhd: inciting:
" to riot, fmgerprmt us, and Keep s il E eIl all® iugh FNER
- U protest to Capaih' Heétbert. Biigng that fWe - weére
accﬁcﬁited representatives of the pre&s-‘* Brouy i :
sponse; -




