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Hartford, Conn,, July 30.—A wit- ;
ness who said he traveled the!
length and breadth of the United
States pretending {o further the |
aims of members of an alleged |
Nazi-Japanese spy ring told a Fed- |
eral Court and jury today of two !
meetings with the Rev. Kurt Mol
zeh_n of Philadelphia whoyHe said,
was™trying .to help Gerhard Wil-
helm Kunze, German-American
Bund leader, leave the country.

The witness at Molzahn'’s trial
on an espionage conspiracy charge
was the Rev, Algks] Pelypenko, a
Ukranian who testified that he left :
the Russian Orthodox clergy in
1925 and was then ordained in
the Ruthenian rite of the Roman
Catholic church.

Testifying' in Russian, through an
interpreter, the stocky, smiling wit-
ness, clad in clerical garb, said he
was in the employ of the FBI from
March, 1941, until August 18 of that '
Year and told about two brief meet- !
ings with Molzahn. one in mid-May |
last year and the other later thatt
summer, i

| Was Referred to Molzahn

' On’the first occasion, he said, he
‘went to the German Consulate in |
‘Philadelphia and asked to be put in:,
touch with men who were aiding in
the spread of German propaganda,
and was referred to Molzahn as
“one of our prominent co-workers."

Molzahn, Father Pelypenko testi-
fied, enabled him to get in touch
with the German Embassy in Wash-
ington and also advised him how
Ukranians could help “in the Ger-
man aims.”

At the second meeting, Father
Pelypenko. testified, he showed the
clergyman a letter he had received
from Kunze, whom he had met in
the meantime, which bore Molzahn's
initials and address as a return
address.

Called Kunze ‘a Good Man’

The clergyman, continued the
witness, referred to Kunze as *a :
good man” but also “a dunce” be-
cause he was ‘“not very careful” in :
the matter of the return address,

Kunze, Anastase A. Vonsiatsky, a |
Russian Fascist leader from Thomp- .
son; Dr. Otto Willumeit, Chicago .
Bund leader, and Dr. Wolfgang
Ebell of El Paso, Tex., were in- .
dicted with Molzahn on a charge:
of conspiracy to violate the 1917
.espionage act by collecting United |
States military information and de-
-livering it to Germany and Japan,
Kunze was the messenger who
would carry the information by way
of Mexico, the indictment charged.
All the accused ‘excepting Molzahni‘
i pleaded guilty, . i

Father Pelypenko said he dis-;
cussed Kunzez's proposed trip to!
Mexico with Molzahn and that the
{aastor told him he had received a
etter from Kunze about the matter
“and did what he could” -




