Pittsburgh Grand Jury Probe

Leaders

Indicts Five Ku Klux

~ PITTSBURGH, Nov. 20.—D
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enouncing ‘the Ku Klux Klan as prejudicial to “national
iple” a special Grand Jury here today indicted five Klan

leaders who have been attempting to reestablish the organization in Western Pennsylvania.
At the same time, the Grand Jury, specially summoned for the purpose by Judge
its investigations into the activities and purpose of the

Henry . Ellenbogen, . continued
Mantle Club, whose leaders have «

bsen described’ by Judge .Ellen-
bogen as “masquérading as super-
‘patriots,” - : o

this city a month ago in the ‘fiame
of the Kéystoné Patriotic Society
lead to . ‘today's
Choice of the sdclety’s hame was
cited' by the Grarid Jury to show
-that “deceit and "subtérfuge were
freely’ empl6yed” by ‘Klan leaders
“t6 cohteal the trie nature and
sighificance of their operations.”

Declaring that the Klah was

“un-American’ in " principle and
tending, through its propaginda
and doctrines of hale and ‘ractai

and religious - prejudice; -to retard -
the movement for national unity-

so vital to our country at this

critical ‘time,” the Grand Jurys .

presentment warned that “dissen-
sion, breach of the peace 'and
public disturbance” would follow
successful organization “of the
Klan. v R

" The fivé XKlansmen indicted
- were Imperial Wizard James A.

Colescott, a veterinarian, James .

Waite, & “men's doctor” ‘who
left  Pittsburgh shortly .after
" activities of ‘the Keystone
Patriotic Society - became known,
Walter Klinzing, ‘' also - 6f Pitts-
burgh ‘and -Samuel " G. Stauch and
Frank Fite, both ofPhiladelphia.
They were indicted on charges
of illegal solicitation 'of furids and

' common " law conspiracy. Testi- .

mony at the grand jury probe
revealed -that persots present at
a meeting of the Klan were toid

to contribute “not 1:ss than $5 or

“to furnish good and sufficient

reason why they would be unable -

to do- so." They were informed
by Iniperial-Wizard Colescott that

- the money was part of a million .

dollar fund “for the purpdse of
furthering th2 work of the Kian
under ‘the guise 'of patriotic and
benevolent objectives.” "
Connection bétween the “Kilan

‘and the America Fitst Committee :

" here, while not brought out at the
grand jury, was seen in the fact
that men present at the Klan

meetings were said to-have par- .

ticipated in - an America Pirst
torchlight parade held at the same
tims, o :

- The Mantle Club, also under in-
vestigation, is n national organiza-
tion with chapters in. many cities.
The Pittsburgh chapter, said to

ihdictments, |

.have 500 members, of which only _
80 are.“full members” entitled ~

. ’ |- to weéar a spzcial regalia of gold
Efforts ‘10 - revive. the  Klan in

braided overalls,. was .founded- in
1936. . Lo

.L..G. Brogan and F. P..Myers,
two leaders. of . the Mantle.Club,

.were jailed over the present holi-

days (Pennsylvania, is one of th¢
states following the later Thanks-
giving) when they refused to an-
swer questions at the grand jury
hearing. They weie charged with

‘contempt. Brogan, a field repre-

senitative ‘of the Mantle Club,

‘was released on $10,000 bail.



