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DISTRICT CQURT OF THE uu:tmb smms
FOR THE DISIRIOT OF COLUMBIA
| ‘ Holding e Griminal Tepm: _
Distriet of Columbis, ss: @ - ¥ npriimem., A,' ID. 1940'.'.'
The Grand Turora of s United States of Ameride, in and for the District ot

Columbia aforesaid, upoix their oath, do px'?omnt;
That on, to wit, the twenty=sixth dey of My, 1938, the House of Representatives,

of the United States, et the 75%h Congress, pessed and adopted House Resolution 288
which Resolution wes, in substance and effect) as follows: : BT AN

#In the House of Representatives, UsS.,
Nay 26, 1938.

*Resolved, Thet the Speeker of the House of Represeuntatives be, and
he is hereby, authorized %o appoint a special conmittee to be composed
of seven members for the purpose of condueting an investigation of (1)
the extent, oharacter, amnd objects of un-American propaganda activities
in the United States, (2) the diffusion within the United States of sub-
versive and un-American propeganda thet is instigated from foreign coun~
tries or of a domestic origin and attacks the prineiple of the form of
govermment as guaranteed by our Constituiion, end (3) all other questions
in relation $hereto thet would aid Congress in any necessary remedial

legislation.

"That seld speciel committee or eny subcommittee thereof, i3 hereby
authorized to sit and actpduring the present Congress at such times and
places within the United States, whether or not the House 1s eitting,
hes recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such heerings, %0 require the
attondanse of such witnesses end the production of such books, papers,
and documents, by subpens or otherwise, and to take such testimony, as
it deems necessery. Subpenas shall be issued umder the signabure of
$he chairman and shell be served by any person designsted by him. The
chairman of the committee or any membor thereof may administer caths to
witnesses. Every person who, having been summoned as a witness by
suthority of seid committee, or any subeommittee thereof, willfully
makes default, or who, having eppeared, refuses $0 snswer any gquestion
pertinent e the investigetion heretofore authorized, shall be held to
the pemelties provided by sestion 102 of the Revised Statutes of the

United States. (U.5.C., title 2, sec. 19%8)s

vses. 5. The commibtes shall file its report to tho House on Jamury
3, 1939, or may file same earlier in the event the House iz not in ses-
sion, with the Jpeaker of the House for printing as a publie dosument,™

that, subsequent %o the passage and adoption of House Resolution 282 and pursuant

%o the provisions thereef, a special commities, authorized by and referred to in



said Hesomtion. s auly dostsmted and appointed by the Speakar of the Eome ot
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Gbaimen of sald sposial committee and theraafter served in that mmw mu the -
dat;;o;’ fh;riietm’og'itiié Indi;fﬁe?t; tiiat ‘sata specmo;mmm. £r0m 406 b0
ion ‘Sharoatter, pureuass So and under $he aukbority Gf setd Houeo Femm'éea.
sunonod 'wét:aa;:;s. adm&iatt;m}d“aatha,vhsm Eéa;;iéé;’ $ook tossinoay, asd undertock
éﬁaf&;;;au;ﬁaa. t;e Q;eeeéaﬁ;{:bmﬂéezﬁfe} i;n Q&Lwéﬂﬁégéxwtm; tim en. ea
is:;.‘ sho 4 m;-a aay of Fabma;}. 1959. tii; House of iémaentanvee of the United
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Basolnuen was. in substanoe anﬁ effaot. as fon.ows:
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“In the Kouse ot Remsentativea. B.B.. '
SR TSt s iAot apte o Patuary B, 1988 o oo
"Rasolvod. That the Syeeta). ﬁomw:oe %o Invostigate uh-Amartean Pmpaaanﬁq
Licund-Adtivitien Lo duthorizad o continus:tha investigation tegun under authority
of Hs Ros. 282 of the Seventy-fifth Congress, and for sush purposes sajd
séamsttee shall have the saeme powor and authority as thad conferred upon
t by said H. Res. 888 of tho Seventy-fifth Congress end absll Toport to
“’i"'tha’l!ouﬂo ue ‘sodli a8 pracvioadle, but not later than Janusry 5, 1940, the
results of its i.n'mati@uom, toaathsr wtth ns racamman&atlm for neees-
v gapy-legislatione® .o oo g .o
ThaY théPeafdse, putbuaht t0 And: infer the-authorisy of gatd Hovss Rasolytion 86
and- of House Réadlution 288, the 8aid syaoial conmittos,’ refetrsd $0 4n the House
Rasblubiohs aforsanid (uhich sdld’ spedtal  committee will hersafisy in this inflate
ment: bo- PefEPred t0 an-tho spbodal vommittes), continmued t0 make the inveatigation
providea fdn in Eoﬁae Ruaomum m. nmi sumnonea ﬂtmng. ammmm mm.
pe1d mmga, aml %oak“ %whlmr fw ma smm camimec nad mm m thewoto,
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zmstw wf%he Spaoiel ﬂommittee. wm ﬁhe sumehm Lesien of mrtca, oM~
monly ¢alled end kbreaftor in this indictment rafeided to ap the Silvershkirts, and
obs Willtam Diley Pelley ¢f Ashoville, North Carolims, the lesder and Nationm

Conmanidey thopeo®s  The teatimony given Guriag that period vefors tho Spsciel
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Committee and data accumulsted by the h\;eniiaatora of the Special 'OOMited"inu--' %
catod. that thc Bnnrahirn were an nnﬂ.-nmtie organiution ‘that openly had made
and were making the most bitter attnkl on J'm and Amoriean citizens ef :rm-n dt-
Amt mﬂ bad a.lso, in verious nn, striven to further the cause and princlplu or
Haa:um in the United States; that in this oomction, tho investisation dzuleaed__ '
%het in a book written by the said Willlam Dudley .?alley entitled ﬂ'.m Door to
Revelation®, said Pelley deseribed how he launched the Silvershirts on J’lnmy 81,
. 1955. the day after Hitler took pmur in Gormny', and. t'urthor statad theroi.n that
he regards himself es the American Hitlere St ' '

Thet during the yuu' 1939. as part of the inmstication of the Silvershirtl an‘
William Dudley Pelley, the Special &Mttoa had uaauocn-ssruny onﬂnyorad 4o serve
& subpoena on sald Pelley so that he might be qua;tioned at lin'g_th under oa‘th. by ‘-t'hp
s;nhl Conmittee as to the anmd_ﬁ-_-mnu_n activities of himself: and the
Silvershirts. ‘ e ' Lk

That on, to wikt, the first day of November, 1939, the Eoﬂo‘raﬁlﬁ lhriin Dies of .
Texss, Uhairman of the Speciel Committes, submitted House Resolution 321, which '
sought $o sontinue the investigation of the Speeial Comaittes t0 Iovestigate Un-'
Americen Activities, begun under House Bngolﬂien 26 of the 78t'_h¢og¢rosl. which
Resolution was finally passed by the House. ir Representatives on Jamuary 23, 1940, i
and is in substance and effect as follows: i i it

"Resolved, That the Special Committee %0 Investigate Un-American Aoti-.
yities is authorized o continue the investigation begun ublier authority .
of H. Rgse 288 of the Seventy-fifth Congress, and sontinued under H. Res.
26 of the Seventy-sixth Congress, and for sush purposes said commitfee
shall have the seme power and authority as that conferred upon it by said
H. Ress 282 of the Seventy-fifth Congress and shall meport to the House
28 soon as practicsble, but not later than Janvary 3, 1941, the results
of its investigations, together with i%s recommendations ror _necessary

legiklation.”
That on, %0 wit, the third dey of Januwary, 1940, the ﬂomnhh Joe Starnes of

Alabama, & member of the House of Representatives from that State,and a member of
and the then aoting Chariamn of the Special Comnittee on un~American Activities,
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., And $he Grand Jurors atnreaaiﬂ; Bpon their oath afm:esaidu. do further mamz
- Bhat gng 714 Be Magpe, wold. Juowing ell of the prenises aforosaid, apd for
$he, purpasa of. .ﬂgm gaid mpmant ag gonnjae ana anﬂ;anth, ﬁtﬁ om o wit, the
vmw-aem ﬁax of naoamber. 193?. m et the Dis or ﬁnlmbia a:aranpm. wp.th
;ntem 9, ﬁem pn& AnJm. W. k!mtiusly feionmnaly -and ?al.aaly meke 3
; and forge -8 .cextain 4nstrunsyt qrmummma gomo#amerqfﬁeﬁmrob
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latter, withous permission-or &Wﬁh@!’iﬁr 4f eny Mm fwmmmm Po,llev .o: |
Aghoville, North Gerolina, what purported to bo and was intendsd by safd Devid D,
Hagne ta PUFPavt $0-be,_ the;oiguatwre of Wklien Duley Felley of Asevills, North
Gusoltna, said lotter purportiug to.be frem Willien Duiley Pelley of Adheville, -
Horth-Gsrolus, Basd oF. the Siivershizt Tegton of Anevion and ediressed ¥ "Desy
Buve? 489 1650 4eF;. 109 defondent David D, lagus, and gei0,sileged Jevter fudant-
0@ wod meening; by 4%e language that there wea and Bad been a friendly velstion m—
tween wadd Wilidem Dudley Pellay, haed of. the Silvershirt Leglon of Agarica end.
isrtin”, Shat:1e 10 gayy the Honoreble Wartin Diog, Gbairmp, of the Special Cgme.
pittan on Un~Aoortoan Aovivities, end that there lad been en sgreamsent mﬁam an
 witeystanding had between, the Honorable Mertin Dles and geid Pelley,. whereby, the
satd WL114an Dutiey Deliey wOWA 10 be gelles 0 Sastisy betore the Spocts Gomgso
m mx mhamartm mzmm J{lﬂﬁaa the xnmam man Dles of meaawy m to
eall hin, end that sald Pelley and the Silvershivds would 5ot be proparly or fully
{avestiguted unless the Honorebls Martin Dlos weve forued t0 MakS oF ceuss suoh en
invostigation to be mndej againgt the form of the statute in sueh ¢use made ond
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_'pmmad, and agwm tho pease uu‘.l govomnt of the satd umma smees. o
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-'And the Grand J’ﬁrdrs aforesaid, upoz; thair &t;h‘a::t‘oru'ai&; do further @reunt:" A
Thnt the House of Roprasontath'os of the Uhitod Statu did adopt urtain reso-
1ut10nu undor authoritr or whioh a eartain Spooill Oommittes. was appointed, which
Special Gommitteo conduated and ltill oonduota a carta.in invastigation. und m.a make
a certain report, the allegat:lonn oonaerning all of whioh. contained in the tim
count of this mdictnant, m noorporai;ed, by rererenu, mto this eount, as tnn.r
a8 though here repoated. . ‘
And fthc Grand J‘urors aforesaid, upo'h their .oath atorodlid. do fﬁtllﬁhér,jruont: -
That while the said Special Gk e functloning under authority of the
Fuanintibs fuseauil, Sk ied wndew: Lagiley Hhs Watshri; quosﬁo:iu. imd éiuﬁy ro-
ron'ad to in said House Bnolution 282, one David D. hym, on, to uit. the tmnty-
aaoond day of Deoombor, 1939, and at the District of Columbia atorouia. did han in
his poueuion a gertain hluly made and forged m-trumnnt or writing in the rom of
a letter, that is to ey, tho falsely made and forged instrument of wriving in the
form of a lat’cer. whioh 1- duaribod according to its tenor and explained as to pur-
ported aignaturo and mxu.ng 4n the first count of th:ll indictment, the nlhgntionl
or sald first count dncriptivo of saild letter and rolating to and in oxylmtion of
11;. 'purpoa'b_ld signature and meaning, hoing moorporated by reference into this ecount
a¢ fully as though hore Fepeatedj and that the seid David D. Mayne, as having the
seld ingtrument of writing in nis possession as aforesaid, did then and tiere, with
intent to dotraud and injure, feloniously pass, utber and publish the same as true ax
genuine to one Harold Weisherg; he, the said Ii(ﬂdb-' Mayne, a'c't]_;q time he 20 passel
uttered and publi-hod iha same as true and genuine, well knowing the semwe to be Lalse

and forged; sgainst the form of the statute in such case made and provided, and
against the peace and government of the said United States.

- Attorney fax of the Unived States
in end for the mltrict of Golumbis.



