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Thé\$torm Troopers of Yorkville
The great mass-meeting of the ] tler-
heilers. was bound to leave -many gecond
thoughts in its wake. Herg was a fairl lg.rze-

insinuatiori\nof {befause\anti-Semitifm malkes
any sense, b\t Wecalse of its emotipnally ‘ex-
plosive t.5 It is better calculgied to in-
cite to violence, division and genegal disturb-
ance in the community than almoft any other
available doctrine. But it is digseminated—
another important part of thef technique—
in phrases which remain carefulfy legal. And
the meeting Is surrounded Py ' uniformed
storm troopers. The technicdl function of
the storm troops is in partfto inspire the
faithful and intimidate the opfosition; it is in
part (though the Nazis are sfill far from this
stage in America) to createf and add to the
.general violence whereby Hemocratic insti-
tutions are to be disrupted;fbut it is primarily
to ‘prove that the new gdSpel is capable of
taking over control and isfin fact taking over
control from the nerveless hands of the de-
caying democratic state. J

Mr. Kuhn obligingly put on a kind of model
illustration of the wholeftactic: first, confuse
-and disrupt the demogratic community by
‘Whatever may be the fnost efficient propa-
‘ganda weapon; second§ remain just out of
feheh of democratic law while doing so; third,
‘present the substitute power, impressive in 1ts
‘order and discipline,f visibly replacing the
-agencles of the statd. But in making the
technique so clear, afid in making it so clear
‘that it is simply a fechnique, Mr. Kuhn not
-only. removed muclf of its danger but also
‘Bgve us some valugble pointers on how best
‘to:meet it without departure from the normal
/democratic methods.
;. "The storm trooger is particularly importans
in the technique,fbut his vital role is as that
‘of a substitute ghvernment, and once that is
understood it isf easy to nullify most of his
.real effectivenefs. It was a cardinal point
:0f pre-1933 Nazl tactics that’ the storm
troopers should always be the agency to keep
order at Nazi theetings—at any cost, the police
had to be shbuldered from the scene, ,And
there is a cprdinal point which democracy
cannot yleldf It was perhaps worth having
the Bund mbeting and certainly worth mobi-
lizing 1,700/New York City policemen if only
to demonstrate that the police of New York
were In cdmmand, and that not only would
order be &ept but that they would Xeep it.
And theyf did. As long as the storm trooper
is simply a uniformed usher he is relatively
harmles§; as long as he is_simply a pa-
radé gqbsestepper he is' relatively ridiculous.
What Kemocratic government must do is
to kegb him from violence and above all
keep fhim from assuming the functions
whiclf the community ‘is thoroughly able {o }
dischrge through its own uniformed repre- |’
Sentftives. That reduces the storm trooper to
little more than a nuisance, and that is nos

difffeult to do.
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