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Mr, FISH. Mr. Speaker, under leave 

granted me to extend my remarks in the 

Record, I include the following letter by 

myself, addréssed to the editors of the 

local newspapers and the people of my 

district: — 7 

  

EXTENSION OF 
or 

fi RRECKESENTATIVES,- 

- Washington, D. C., March 31, 1942. 

To tue Eotror: My good friend Frederic. 

Bontecou has upon two, occasions released 

. statements to the effect that I could not be 

reelected to Congress if 

date this fall. That.is the surest method to 

have me become a candidate in the Repub- 

lican primaries; as I am convinced that 7 

can win if -I make a real campaign. J am 

willing to let the enrolled voters make the 

detision on my record of 22 years’ service in 

the Congress. Of course, Mr. Bontecou is 

entitled to his own views, 

well to find out whether he has any. ulte- 

rior motive, whether he is interested in get- 

ting back into the State senate in the place 

of Senator Ryan the 

run for Congress. It looks as if that is the 

ease. Certainly, no rich man’s son in his 

80’s who ought to be in our armed forces 

can be elected to Congress from our district 

in the midst of the greatest war in our his- 

tory. 
I believe that a 

our congressional district were opposed to 

our being involved in wars in Europe, Asia, 

Bnd Africa without their consent as provided 

by the Constitution, and until we were ade- 

quately prepared, unless we were attacked— 

and that was my position. I do not believe 

responsibility: 
‘Jhired women outside of my office to address 

    “an 

but it might be. 

or go into the Army, 
and then have Mr. Ryan’ . 

- of the district and to 

80 percent of the people in |   
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‘that’s single one of them has changed. their 
vids,” Tt 16dK8 ‘as if the interventionist tail 
wants to-wag the p     

   quarrel with any if tyentionist—they have 

a right to their views. .It is.only a small 
humiber of politically minded ‘Intervention; 
iste, ike Assemblyman Fite ‘and Misa:Spring- 
arn in. Dutchess. and Jthn. 0. Btraton in 
Orange, who are trying to.redpen that Issue. — 

The American people ate united In win- 

ning the war through.all-out efforts, seryice, 

and sacrifice, and that, has also been my posl= 
_ tion since December”¥. I have, exerted my 
influente and vote in every way in Congress 
to expedite the war program, and to stop 
all useless and wasteful nondefense and 

boo ag projects, and have refrained 
from . criticisms which might disrupt na- 
tional unity. ‘There is only one supreme 

' issue—winning the war at the. earliest pos- 

sible moment, cost what it may in blood, 

tears, and money. sy. ai 
- In the last election I made a mistake by 
not campaigning for myself, and as & result 
had my majority reduced to 9,000, due par 

' tially. to last-minute, unfounded “smear” 
attacks made on me which I had no oppor- 
tunity to answer. If I am a candidate for 
reelection that will not happen again. I am 
not afraid of any political fight, proyided 
there is an opportamity to give the facts to 
the people in the American way. 

My plans are just as they have been—to 

enter the United States Army in June or by 

the first of July as a colonel of a combat 

; . | regiment, but if I do not qualify physically © 
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date for reelection in either the old district 
or if, some part of.the new congressional 

district, and will make a definite announce- 

ment by May 1. . 

{ plan to Speak over the radio in the dis- 
trict within the next month on the so-called 

Hill case, in ‘which Mr. Hill, a former clerk 

in my_office, was found guilty on two charges 

of perjury neither of which, if he had ad- 

mitted, would have beefa violation of any 

law of God or man. Of (22 speeches he 

sent out for Members of Congress—all of 

which were anti-war speeches and not Nazi 

propaganda—I’ knew of only one ‘and that 

wes 2 years ago. The speeches were not sent 

out from my office, my frank was not used 

in @ single case, and I knew nothing about 

any of the 21 non-interventionist speeches 

that were sent out in the summer of 1941 

by Mr. Hill. This was all done on his own 

and for his own profit. He 

these speéches without my }mowledge and 

without my consent. I knew nothing of his 

connections with Mr. Dennett or the mailing 

out of these speechés until after Mr. Hili had 

been indicted, nor did I know anything about 
mail bags to him with 

which I had no connection whatever, 88 I 

was in St. Louis at the time. - 

- Jf the New Deal emear propagandists had 

g on me, directly or jndirectly, they 

would not-have hesitated to bring charges, 

put instead a radical newspaper, PM of New 

York, Walter Winchell, and the New. York 

and Washington Post conducted a “smear” 

eampaign based on fictitious ‘charges for po- 

litical purposes. 

tical dog. I have n0 

- and conquer: 

  
el
 

Whether lami a candidate for renomination © 
T owe it to the people 

myself to answer these 

malicious attacks on my patriotism and on 

, Z shall reply to these 

the near future, and on the floor of the 

House of Representatives. I am making this - 

preliminary statement now so that the people 

of the district may know the facts. The 

American people are fair; tell them the truth 

‘end they will act accordingly. 

T have never been actuated in heart or 

mind by any other motives except what was 

pe ones ¢ 
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best for America and the Amierttin ‘people 

in the many yeats that I. Haye’been fn Con- 

Breas. It is unfortunate that sofie Repub- 

icans fall into the’ New Deal. trap of divide 
@ join with President Roose- 

yalt in his constant efforts to unseat or purge 

me, It is hard enough fighting the New Deal 

collectivism, ‘waste, Incompetency, and “trend 

toward dictatorghip and communism, let 

alone members of one's own party. 

Some politically. inspired "interventionist 

ne pers, columnists, and radio commen- 

tators have tried to “smear” me and impugn 

my patriotism and Americanism in order to 

punish or purge me for trylzig to keep Amer- 

ica out of war uniess attacked, which was 

likewise the conviction of JoszpH W. MantINn, 

Jr., the chairman of the Republican National 

Committee, and of 90, peroent of the Repub- 

Iican Members of the House and Senate. I 

gee no reason to apologize for trying to save 

America from involvement in foreign wars 

along with 80 percent of the peopié of my 

district who would have to do the sacrificing, 

paying, fighting, and dying. My conscience 

ig clear. I am no rubber-stamp Member of 

Congress, I have always voted my convic- 

tions and tried to represent the will of the 

people and to serve them nonestiy, faithfully, 

and loyally, and I shall continue to do sO 88 

long as I am in the House of Representatives 

and the ranking Republican member of the 

all-powerful Committee on Rules. 

The truth is mighty and will prevail.’ 
Sincerely yours, . 

HAMILTON FISH. .


