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J’vtdence in Nazz Probe “Turn Up’

By Dillard Stokes

Copyright, 1941, by The Washingion Post
! ‘Eigh‘a mailbags crammed with anti-
Roosevelt spmeches by many mem-
bers of Congress, in franked en-
velops, which ;10 days ago were
| spirited away from grand jurors
| investigating German agents here,
“turned up” yesterday in a store-
room in the new House Office Build-
ing. .

The bags were piled in front of a
‘Bin assigned to Representative Ham-
ilton Fish (Republican), of New
York, in Storeroom 30, on the sixth
floor. This was where George Hill,
one of Representative Fish's secre-
taries, ordered them put on the
morning he sent the House truck
which took tkem off the hands of
Prescott Dennetrt,

. Dennett, secretary-treasurer of the
Make Europe Pavy and Islands for
Wan Debts Committees, had been
summoned before the District grand
JU-IT.Y.

' Résume Tomorrow

e investigation of Dennett,
whase diverse activities have occu-
pied the grand jurors for more than
‘a wéek and will concern them again
totnorrow. is one of the major in-
terests of the Department of Justice
at this time. .

| ‘Why there zhould have been
mra:lable to him 20 mail bags and
several boxes of franked speeches
of members of Congress—all isola-
tionists—and how he was able to
‘work off part of his supp]y on the
America First Committee are mat-
ters which the investigators are
anxious to -unravel.

i Special- Agsistant. Attorney - Gen-
eral William  Power Maloney.
‘charged in open court that “known
‘German agents” gave money to
‘Dennett’'s " organizations, When
Dennett was before the grand jury
hls memory was hazy when he was
asked about his membership and
his ﬁnancmg. But he admitted he
had records. Under the shadow of
a confempt of court citation he
agreed to ' surrender “all” the ma-
terial in his office, He turned over
to investigators a quantity of ma-
terial, but there was no mention of
the. 20 mail bags previously removed.
None by Fish

The bags found in the House Of-
fice  Building contained antiwar
speeches, anti-British speeches,
anti-Roosevelt speeches. i

But the 500 copies of the speech

by Rep. Fish, for which he said
‘Friday the truck was sent, were
‘not found in a search of the eight
bags.
I The fruck was sent, Fish ex-
+plained, when Dennett telephoned
Hill ang said there were 500 copies
of a Fish speech on hand, which
Dennett's: group had not mailed
ouf.

lAt Rep. Fisl’s Bin in House Storeroom

®

=

¢ Hill wanted those speeches back,
See BAGS, Page 12, Colimn 1, .
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“DOMESTIC”—, Som& of the eight mail bags filled with evi-

dence in the- District’ Grand Jury’s investigation of Nazi

agents, which turned up yesterday in the House storage room,

Representative Fish admitted that his office had supplied the

truck that hauled the bags from the office of Prescott Dennett
while the latter ‘was-'to testify before the jury



Sl\*— . les—But an

BAGS from Page 1.

i
‘#0.about 9 o'clock on the morning
‘of Fnday, September 19, he sent a
Houseq;cruck driven by Charles Wil-
“Son 305 New ‘Ferse Aven
Southeast to Den’net‘f s healtfle-:
quarters at’ 143%R110de Island Ave-
nue ‘Northwest: ""h explained,
Dennett h‘jh. i served with a

'm;ancl pena the night ' be-
fore. ]
The:trv 6k picked up a score of

.‘blﬂﬁiﬁ ‘ﬁnlbags. and dropped part

i T fﬁG C. Street Northeast, Per-

ngsﬁlfhe 500 copies which Fish’s

ef:ary wanted back were in one !
?uﬁgﬁe bags left there,

C#ntt Taﬁes Them

ﬂast ’IXhursday, the America
First Committee turned 10 mail-
bngs over to United States deputy
marshals, honoring a subpena is-,
'sued by Justice Jesse C. Adkins,
‘oﬁ the. District Court.
: ‘The subpena was addressed fo
M"ss Isabel . French, the commit-
tee’s office manager, requiring her
c:ppéarance before the grand jury
" “And bring -with you,” Justice
U Adkins commanded, “the 12 mail
“gacks contaifhing printed and -writ-
Hzn.,matter, envelopes, or othel’ ma-
terial delivered at the request of
tHamllton Fish, member of Con-
-gress, to the America First Com-:
\mittee by 'mail truck of the House
;ohRepresentatwes on Friday, Sep-
_tember 19,/in the forenoon or early
;.afternoo ‘and identified as com-
.ing frony the residence of Prescott
'Dennett/ 1430 Rhode Island Ave-

Inue Northwest, Washington, D, C.”
E1ght imore bags the truck de-|

liver to the House Building,
‘Where Hill ordered them taken to
tthe “storage room. By a blunder,
‘a.employe took them instead to
'Rep:resentatwe Fish’s office, where
.1{111 gaid he ‘“didn’t want them
there” 'and ordered them taken out
tt once.
A’Iter the affair became pubhc
‘ zgy' ' morning, Representative
said ‘he knew nothing about
Bags_ being stored in the House
g,.ilat some bags addressed
i er.léa First Committee
Ught there but his secre--
used to accept them

l
ey Were Left !

erda}r, .Representative Fish's -
‘senior secretary, Walter L. Reyn-
,o‘ldst announced:that ‘‘about 10 filled
bags have been found just'out-
liﬁbqu ‘Fish’s storage room.” '

. “They are not ours,” said Reyn-
We}don’t care what happens

Ha
'ean  come ‘and ‘get them yourself,
34 *you want to.”

i .When The Post accepted the invi-
[tation, it was found that one of the
d.a tag with: this address
1Cong Fish, Attention Mr.

: 1'! were, address tags on the

?ma:l‘ba& when they were de-
1i but' yesterday they were
ﬁfﬁ'i@, What happened to them may
| »subject of inquiry tomorrow,
th’an Prosecutor Maloney and Spe-
cié ‘Assistant Attorney General Ed-

pward: J. Hickey have announced
thia:r will take possesslon of - the
lﬁd‘gs.

Triside the 'bags, in unaddressed

anked envelopes—ready 1o be.
cmied through the mail free, for
WHuever ‘might address them—were
bales of reptints from’ ihe Con-
gremonal Record. Here are some of
them
‘Speeches o! Senator Robert R
'Reynoldx (Democrat), of North
| Carolina, on a resolution to ac-
quire British - possessions in the
Western: Hemisphere in part pay-
!ment of war debts, and on “The
Malke Europe Pay War Debts
‘Committee.” -

‘Extension of. remarks by Sen-
jator Gerald P. Nye (Republican),
of’ North Dakota, on “The late
Senator Ernest Lundeen and hte
[Tslands for War Debts Defense
Committee.”

-
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eeyried: through the mail free, for
whoever. might ‘address them-—were
ales.of repiints: from the Con-
ﬁéﬁioﬁd'ﬁ»éCord.‘Here are some of
B heg of Senator Robért R
.1Speeches U o

Veteynolds (Democrat), of Nor
/Re'ynhna,on "a resolution to 2c

ns in

—-An article " called «pAmericans
‘et Wi or.Be

Lindbergh Included

' ers Tinkham (Republican), of Massa-
)¢ vadio, address

ch\;setts, ‘and Representative John
M. Coffee (Democrat), of Washing-
tfon. - .

. In one of the eight bags, mingled
with the franked envelopes, was a
sheaf of unused jetterheads of the
war Debts Defense Committee.
Another bag contained red, white
and blue stamps of the committee,
apparently designed to be placed on
' enivelopes.

Little of the material had been
part of the -actdal proceedings of
1 Congress; most of it got into the
record by the expedient of exten-
sion of remarks.

When Dennett was asked where
he got the franked envelopes he said
he bought the reprints of the record
through various Congressmen and
that the franked envelopes came
with them, being covered by the
purchase price.

Congressmen Deny Knowledge

gt 'a, New York paper entitled | Of these whose franks were in-
_ggg‘,;;statements of Winston | cluded, all who could be reached
“Gpirehill” and 2 letter written |said they had mo idea how ‘Dennett
by, Holt after he was beaten for |came to have them. .

[Feelection, which was eritical 0t | Genator Alben Barkley (Demo-
{Churehill. Both thé latter items crab), of Kentucky, on July 28, took
Y ‘rf-placed in the Record. by occasion to read to the Senate Sec-

by Charles
fhdbergh, inserted in the Record
FiSenator shipsteqd.
gl CODY of a radio address by
Representative Martin L. Sweeney
¢Demoérat), of Ohio, who is run-
fing: for _Mayor of Cleveland in

norrow, on- the subject, “Let. Us’
b Pro-American ‘and Keep the
Uniited. States Out of War.”
;»Remarks of :Representative
Bartel -J; Jonkman (Republican)
of ' Michigan. on -“Mrs. Roosevelt
Mistaken:” - inted on a postcard
instéad, of being: in a franked en-
e these remarks were 2 quo-
from a,Holland, Mich.,

ach . . of .. Former Senator’
Holt (Democrat) of West
on: “Who Paid for ‘Stop

‘ fhie 'Yeco d by Senator
pth Clark (Democrat), of
.« This was in 8 pamphlet
. “also: contained an article

enato Reynolds. _In the same |tion 327 of.Tille 39+ of the United
%&x&:ﬁ-én}telone with these wasa | States Code, which provides free

_{zgigtéd“j,letter in ‘which Senator mailing privileges to memnibers of
knm,vf\yogm.. Clark urged “Dear Congress for correspondence “upon

"%vd"”“‘ O official or departmental business.”
Fire rof write your Senators | Senator Barkley then read Sec-
Ml’t’enresentaﬁves,and demand | {ion 335 of this title, which follows:
: {hey do, their duty 1o Amer-| “It shall be unlawiyl for any
“ghd’block:the use of convoys | person entitled under the law to the
‘;-wat.i‘mmd now . . - use of a frank 'tO lend said frank
copies of the |or permit its use by any committee.
tial - for distribu- organization, or association, or per-
{friénds’” mit its use by any person for the

3 | ganization or association. This pro-
) { € ‘ ‘vision shall not apply to any com:
te eight mailbags were. mittee “composed of members of
Re .gesentaﬁ";"é' J. Thorkel-  Congress.” . : ‘
gpublican), of Montana, Sen-| Senator Barkley remarked-that he
tor: jobert M. La follette (Pro-
agsive),. "ot Wisconsin‘, " Senator |
Eqwin C, Johnson (Democrat), of
‘Colorado; ‘Representative George H.

seriously doubted the propriety of
any Senator authorizing the use 0
}t‘iis frank by any private organiza-
tion.
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Postal Union; freedom of postage; free registration; . Stat. 783; June-2¢, 106, ¢, 354
indemnity for loss. Under such regulations as the It 8.
Daatmaoctaw Manamnl ehall nracartha anrracnandonna af  Stat, 304; Act July 12, NG e aE [

58,1916, c. 126, § 11, 39 Stat. 1 >
: ending or permitting use of frank unlawi
¢/tul. It shall be unlawful for any person entitled
under the law to the uge of a frank to lend said frank
or permit its use by any committee, organization, or
association, or permit ity use by any,person for the .
benefit or use of any committee, organization, or asso-
clation. This provision shall not apply to any com-
mittée composed of Members of Congress. (June 204
GG, c. 3546, 34 Stat. 477.) - P

TITLE 20.—THE POSTAL SERVICE,

a1l

Yelopes ™, and shall be solq. .
the cost of pProcuring t-hem,' \(\';
value of the Dostage stampsg iny!
gStamped envelope or any o[ihul

old by the Government shyip j

4 Stat.  and such envelopes-shayy be 1

‘ 4 or any prin
Fxcept that the usual :-Io:';'ml\:l”l
jro the writer may Lo printed!
papers fnclosed in_such stampiey
nostage stamp is of a Mdenoming
ol the postage properly chargoqhy,
1 m_a!:lc mail as prepaid matter, (RS,
American ¢, 456, § 1, 18 Stat, 231; Mar, ;

der o
Pan
5. § M5 from Act June s,

Post Staff Photos \

Recov’er‘y_—upber_]eft—Picture of a tag off one of the mail
bags found in the House Office Building in front of a storage

“bin assigned to Representative Fish. Bottom left—Some of

the unaddressed franked envelopes that were found in the

bags. Top right—More of the envelopes showing the franks

of Congressmen, and the. entrance to the storeroom where

the bin is. Bottom right—A section of the code of laws of the
United States



