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New Evidence May 

Shed Light on. 

How Dennett Got 
Franked Envelopes 

By Dillard Stokes 
Post Sta Writer 

New evidence has opened a sen- 

sational line of inquiry on how it 

happened that bales of Congress- 

men’s franked envelopes were at 

the command of Prescott Dennett, 

officer. of organizations said by the 

Government to be financed in anti- 

interventionist activities by “known 

German agents.” 

A House truck hauled ten mail 
bags of material from the House 
Office Building to Dennett’s head- 
quarters in the last week of August. 
Investigators have talked to the men 

having knowledge of this transac- 

Other large. deliveries of franked 

material to other groups also are 

under scrutiny, 

Evidence of a Tag 

tion, and also to those familiar with |. 

the hauling of another bag in June. |-   
At the disposal of the grand jury 

will be the evidence of a tag, found 
on a mailbag sent away by Dennett 
the morning after the grand jurors 

sent for him. This tag is addressed 
“From” Representative Hamilton 

Fish “To” Prescott Dennett. 
Mr. Fish told The Post last night 

that. he has no idea how this could 
have come about. “We said that we 
had not sent him any speeches,” he 

commented. “I said in my: speech 

yesterday that my secretary did not 

remember sending him any. But I} 

didn’t say it was impossible.” | 

Representative Fish said on_the, 
floor of the House yesterday. that 
Dennett two weeks ago had 500 

copies of a speech by Fish. The 

Representative said he had no idea 
how Dennett got them. 

Representative Fish said also that 
The Post. published “contemptible, 

dastardly and lying” articles about 

the part his office played in sup- 

plying a truck in which Dennett got 

rid of 20 mailbags full of material. 

Here is the record on this affair 

of the mailbags: sana 
The origin. was a grand jury ‘in- 

vestigation of suspected Nazi agents, 

which was instituted on September 
16 by Special Assistant Attorneys 

,General William Power Maloney 

jand Edward J. Hickey of the “propa- 
‘ganda squad” of the Department of 
Justice, 

  
  

Major Interest of Investigators 
How the grand jurors came to be 

concerned with Prescott Dennett is 
not known. 
Perhaps they were led to him by 

some disclosure from Frank B, 
Burch, the Akron, Ohio, lawyer, 
whom they indicted on September 
23 on a charge of failing to register 
himself as an agent of the German 
government. 

| Perhaps they picked up his trail 
in a report of the Federal agents 
who had been working on the case 
for months. 

At any rate, the wide activities 
ot this man Dennett hecame a major 
interest’ of the grand jurors and 
of the Department of Justice, He 
was  secretary-treasurer of the 
Make Europe Pay Committee, later 
called the Islands for War Debts 
Committee. His known activities 
also included running the Columbia 
Press Service and the Columbia 
Photo Service. Maloney charged in 
open court that he got some of his 
money from “known German 
agents,” 
Affair of the Bags 

The night of September 18 Den- 
nett was served with a subpena 
commanding his appearance be- 
fore the District grand jury. The 
(neé=t “morning there occurred the 

ments of the strange affair of the 
mailbags. 

1. About 9 a. m. on Friday, Sep- 
tember 19, George Hill, oné of Rep- 
resentative Fish’s secretaries, went 
to Frank R. Monroe, foreman of 

See BAGS, Page 4, Column 4, 

mail platforms of the branch post- 
office in the New House Office Build- 
ing. Hill wanted a truck sent im- 
mediately to Dennett’s headquarters 
in_a residence apartment house at 
1430 Rhode Island Avenue North- 
west, to pick up, he said, some things 
for Fish. 

2. The truck was sent,-driven by 
Assistant Foreman Charles Wilson, 
25, 305 New Jersey Avenue South- 
east. Dennett and Wilson loaded 
20 mailbags, all bulging and appar- 
ently heavy. Nettled by a neigh- 
bor’s criticism of the noise they 
were making, Wilson retorted that 
he was not supposed to be doing 
this kind of work. The mailbags 
were stufled with unaddressed 
franked envlopes which. contained 
isolationist speeches by members 
of the House and Senate, 

How Did He Get Them? 

(3) Ten such mailbags were 
hauled by a House truck from the 
House Office Building to Dennett's 
headquarters in the last week in 
August. One such bag was hauled 
by a House truck from the House 
Building to Dennett’s place in June, 
These facts bear directly upon the 
question which has not yet been 
answered by- any of the Congress- 
men or Senators whose franks weré 
on the envelopes, that is: How did 
Dennett come to have such quan- 
tities of postage free material? 

(4) The House truck drove off 
with the 20 mailbags and ils first 
stop was the headquarters of the 
America First Committee,’ 126 C 
Street Northeast, where 12 of them 
‘were left, At least one of . these 
‘bags had a tag on it, stating that 
it was “From” Representative Fish 
“To” Mr. Dennett, 

(5) When the truck got back to 
the House’ Office Building, George 
Hill, Representative Fish’s secre- 

| tary, who had sént the truck out, 
‘ordered the remaining éight bags 
| placed in storeroom 30, on the sixth 
| floor of the new House Office Build- 
ing, in which is a bin uséd by Rep- 
résentative Fish, 

(6) There was a blunder, as a re- 
sult of which this order. was not 
carried out, but instéad Michaél 
O'Gorman, a clerk, pushed the eight 
bags into Representative Fish’s of- 
fice on a four-wheeled vehicle like a’ 
baggagé truck. As O'Gorman start- 
e daway, Hill repeated the order. 
The bags then were placed in store- 
room 30,-in front of Representative 
Fish’s bin. 

  
    

first of the significant develop- ‘Drove Truck 

Bearing Mailbags 

    
CHARLES WILSON, 

assistant foreman of mail 
platforms of the branch post- 
office in the New House Office 
Building, drove the truck that 
was sent to Prescott Dennett’s 
headquarters in a residence 
apartment house, 1430 Rhode 
Island Avenue Northwest, to 
pick up—said one of the Con- 
gressman’s secretaries—"some 

things for Mr. Fish.” Wilson, 
who reported he wasn’t sup- 
posed to be doing this kind of 
work, and Dennett put 20 

mailbags, all loaded and ap- 

parently heavy, into the 
truck, Wilson is a Duke Uni- 

versity graduate



TWemoiy Grew Hazy : 
(1) With the bags off his mind, Dennétt went before the grand jury, disclosed a hazy mémory when asked who belonged to his commit- tees and where he got his money jand was excused with “orders to be back on Tuesday, Septémber 23, with his records, Although a. sub- pena later reiterated this _ order, Dennétt did not Comply and was haled into court for contempt pro- 

céedings, which were héld up ‘when. hé agreed to surrender “all” his rec. ords to the prosecutors. When he | Save up what he had, he said noth- ing about the frankéd matter he. had sent away in the.29 mailbags. 
(8) Last Thursday the America First Committee turned over ten |mailbags to United ‘States deputy marshals who served a subpena calling for “the 12 mail sacks con- taining printed and written matter, envelopes, or other material, deliv. ered at the request of Hamilton Fish, member of Congréss, .., and identified as coming from the rési- dence of Prescott Dennett.”- What 

happened to the other two mailbags has not yet been revealed, ot 
(9) Last Thursday night ‘Repre- 

sentative Fish told The Post: “I 
don’t know anything about any mail- 
bags being taken up to my office. I 

too, and I ought to have known 
about it.” 

Admits Sending Truck 
.__ (10) Last Friday Representative 
Fish admitted that his officé sent the 
truck which hauled the bags for 
Dennett, but Ke told The Post this 

  
was done to pick 500 copies of one | 
of his speeches that Dennett had not 
mailed. He said he didn’t know 
how Dennett got the speeches. If there were mailbags at the Capi- 
tol, said the Representative, they 
were not his.. , oo 

(11) Last Saturday, Walter tf. 
Reynolds, another secretary to 
Representative Fish, announced that 
“about ten filled mailbage have been 
‘found just outside Mr. Fish’s storage 
room.” To The Post, Reynolds said: 
“They are not ours. We don’t care 
what happens to them. Mr. Fish said 
yesterddy that the Départment of 
Justicé can have them if it wants 
them. You can come and ‘get them 
yourself, if you want to. I found 
them yesterday. I won’t show you 
where they aré, because I want 
nothing to dé with them. But Ill 
tell you what I'll do, I'll have Wil- 
son, who drove the truck, show you 
where they are. Come on out.” 
But 15 minutes later, a Post re- 
porter found Reynolds gone. , 

(12) Having investigated the case 
thoroughly before publishing the 
role of Representative Fish’s office, 
The Post was able to accept Reyn-   
fered guide. The bags were in 

Storeroom 30. where they weére 
placéd é¢ight days béfore, upon the 
orders of George Hill, On oné of 
thém was-a tag with the address, 
“Cong. Fish. Attention Mr, Hill.” 
Thé tag and samples of the franked 
envélopes in thé bags were répro- 
duced in The Post the next day, 

» 

was there last Friday and Saturday, | 

  

old’s invitation without the prof- 

‘He ‘declarét-The- Post's: stories. mw’ 

Legislator Denies | 
in House Any 

Propaganda Bags. 
By Robert De Vore i 

Cg Post Stag write er 
In .a speech lasting! early ‘th 

hour, Representative Hamilton Fish 
(Republican), of New York, yester- 
day denied on the House floor hay- 
ing any connection whatsoever with 
20 mailbags of antiinterventionist 
documents removed last Friday from 
the Make Europe Pay and Island 
for War Debts Committees at 1430 
Rhode Island Avenue Northwest. - 

Fish called the news reports 
Printed in The Washington Post 
and the New York newspaper PM 
“contemptible, dastardly and lying.” 

The copyrighted articles in The 
Post had reported tracing eight mail 
bags, filled chiefly with isolationist 
speeches of members of the House 
and Senate, from headquarters of 
the committees to Fish’s office, and 

  

from there to a storeroom ia the. House Office Building, outside a bin assigned to Fish. 

Carried in Mail Truck 
The news story printed in’ The Post stated that the bags . Were carried in a House of Representa- tives mail truck; that the truck was dispatched at the request of the office of Representative Fish, to the Rhode Island Avenue office of Prescott ‘Dennett, secretary-treas- urer of the committee, The night before the truck was dispatched, Dennett was summoned to -appear’ before the grand jury investigating Nazi agents, ‘ 
Twelve mail bags, The Post. re- ported, were carried in the same truck to. the office of the America First Committee, 128 C Street Nokth- 

east. 

The mail bags, Fish told the House, were left outside his storage bin without-his knowledge. He de- clared that he has. yét: to see. the bags: or -td~ahmine their’ tonténts,-       
plied. that he’ was present at Deri: | hett'd office when the bags were removed. Fish emphatically de- 
clared he has not seen Dennett for 
more than a year, 

( 

_ Link With Missing ~~" 

=
 

Explains Truck’s Mission 
Fish declared that one of his sec~ 

retaries sent the truck to Dennett's 
office to obtain 500 copies of one 
of the legislator’s Speeches, entitled 
“No Convoys, No Wai.” Dennett, he 
said, called his Secretary and in- 
quired if he wanted the speeches 
returned. Fish said: 

“So he (the secretary, George 
Hill) said he would send down a 
truck for those speeches, only 500, 
as I am told, and did so within a 
couple of days. There was no! 
hurry. The next thing he knew 
about 20 bags or sacks of mail were 
.delivered to my office and he re- 
fused to take any of them.” 

Fish accused The Post and PM 
of. making “smear charges” against 
him and, through him, against every 
United States citizen who is op- 
posed to this country going to war, 
It is his belief, he said, that the 
charges are being picked up by 
other newspapers, “The pro-war, 
newspapers will smear anybody,” 
he added. . 

‘ About a half hour after the open- 
eing of the session, Fish took the 
sfloor on a “question of personal 
privilege.” He sent to Speaker 
“Sam Rayburn the first page of a 
jrecent copy of “PM bearing the 
headline: Lo - 
“Ham Fish Snatches Evidence 

|. See FISH, Page 4, Column 1. 
Wanted in U. S, Nazi Hunt.” ~~ 

’ Rayburn read the headline to the 
House and then held that a ques- 
tion of privilege had been stated, 
a ruling that automatically entitles 
a memb-~ to speak for an hour. 

“Ih: it will not be necessary 
to ta’: .ue whole hour to answer 
these contemptible, dastardly 
charges ‘that have been made 
against me, not only by PM, a 
New York newspaper, but ‘by the 
morning Post of Washington,” Fish 
began, “These smear charges from 
-beginning to end are based on a 
séries of lies.” “s 

». He continued: 
. “It is a disagreeable duty for me 
to take the floor before ‘my fellow 
‘members of Congress, with some 
‘of whom J] have served for at least 
21 years, and have to defend my- 
self: from such contemptible and 
‘dying charges as that I was respon- 
‘sible for going to an office which 
I did not: even. know existed and 
for siatching papers that are needed 
by the Governmént and bringing 
them back to the House Office 
‘Building or somewhere else. , , 
. “Theré are no mail bags in my 
‘office, None has been delivered 
‘there as my secretary refuseg to 
‘accept any. If any were left at any 
‘Place in the Capitol in my name, 
‘it is without my knowledge and the 
Government can have them for the 
asking.” 
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Reporter Criticized 
‘Frequently Fish was interrupted 

-by_ quéstions from House members. 
During one of these exchanges, 

Representative Coffee (Democrat), 
of. Washington, questioned the ‘ac- 
tion of Dillard Stokes, Washington 
‘Post reporter, in examining eight 
mail bags in the House Office Build- 
ing Saturday. , oo, 
! Flourishing a clipping from The   Sunday Post, Coffee declared: 
| “On ‘page 12 of that issue appears 
a significant expression purporting 
cto quote the gentleman to the effect 
‘that he had invited The Post re- 

‘porter to go in and open the mail 
‘bags and take whatever he wanted 
and do whatever hé pleased with 
ithem. Then the article said that- 
-when The Post accepted the invi- 
tation it was found that one of the 
‘bags had a tag with this address 
on it, ‘Congressman Fish, attention 
,of Mr, Hill,’ 
| “What I want to ask the, gentle- 
‘man is, what right has any news- 
“paper reporter ... to go into a 
‘storeroom owned by any member 
of this Congress, open a locked door, 
“open a mail bag and take things out 
.and photograph them, whether they 
‘came from Mr. Dennett's office or} 
anywhere else? 

‘No Protection? 

.. “My God, do we have no protec- 
‘tion here from burglary? What 13 
‘the matter with the captain of po-- 
lice? Here ‘is a statement in The 
: Washington Post admitting burglary 
-of the part of one of their own 
-men,” 

.. Fish respondéd: “That is abso- 
;lutely right.” 
;, (The Post story stated that the 
‘Irivitation to examine the bags and 
‘their contents was issued, not by. 
Representative Fish, but by a mem- 
ber of his office staff.) 4 

Representative Patrick (Demo- 
crat), of Alabama, took the floor to 
point. out that the bags were not 
under lock and key. . He said he 
wanted to know “what is being as- 
sailed.” -— . Fe, 
. “If the gentléman from the press, 
‘whether you want to call him a 
‘gentleman or not, was invited there 
‘and was dallowéd to take this mat- 
:ter, where is the burglary?” Patrick 
‘asked, 

‘Resents “Smearing” 

' Representative Fish said he 
‘wanted to “make clear at the out- 
set” that he believes “the 15 or 20. 
per cént who want to go to -war 
‘have an absolute right to express |. 
their ‘views.” ‘The 85 per cent-who. 
opposé war have the samié right, he 
added. os 7 c 

But the noninterventionists, he 
‘continued, “should not be smeared 
‘every day by those newspapers’ 
which want to take us into war.” 

Shortly after Fish bégan a chro- 
nology of the mail bags, Representa- 
‘tive McCormack (Démocrat),.:-of 
-Massachusetts, the majority leader, 
observed: Co, 

“The origin is that there was a 
‘grand jury investigation under way 
‘investigating persons who are al-] 
leged to be German propagandists 
in this country.” st 
_“That is correct,” said Fish. 
“So the origin is the grand jury,” 

McCormack résumed. “I do not 

to Dennett's office. ‘He ‘said The 
Post, in this manner, attempted to 
“make the public believe that I had 
some hookup with that organiza. 
on.” . 

-“To make the point clear that 
there is no Kookup,” Fish stated, “I 
do not bélong to the organization, I 
did not know where it was, had 
never been there, in spite of these 
definite charges,” 

Accepts Bouquet 

House members roared when Fish 
then added: , a 
“Because that 1s pretty definite 

when it describes me as a well-   dresséd: member of ‘Congress. I am 
sure e@every meémber of -Congress 
will recognize that.” 

Shortly after Fish told the House 
that “all the smear combined .. . 
will not keep mé from trying to 
keep America out. of war.” Me- 
Cormack took the floor again and 
said: \ ; 

“The word ‘smear’ has been: used 
a lot in the discussion and the gen- 
tleman has gone pretty far afield 
and I want to clear up one thing. 
The: gentleman: is not ineluding in 
the word ‘smear’ thé grand jury?” 
-Fish—“Certainly not.” 
MecCormack—“Nor the judge?’ 
Fish—‘No. I want to read, though, : 

what the judge said. Hé is just; 
mistaken.” y a 

Later Fish paraphrased the lIan-. 
guage of the mail sack subpéna in. 
which District Court Justice Jesse 
Adkins “commanded” the bags de- 
livered “at the request” of - Fish 
to the America’ First ‘Committee,- 
“by mail truck of the House of 
Representatives on Friday, Sep- 
tember 19.” 

“Error” Laid to Judge * 

“That gives my name,” said Fish. 
“In the. first place, I was not in 
Washington on .the nineteénth, . In 
the second place,‘my secretary did 
not deliver it to the America First 
Committee. He would not accept 
‘any of these mailbags, They took 
them because some were evidently 
addressed there.” ; me 

Fish .said .Justice Adkins 
an “error,” and added:-—° | 

“That is the most’ kindly thing 1 
can say about it. Being a‘ judge, 
I will let it go at that.” 

| 

made   -want to inject myself except we do 
want to get the correct origin for 
the record, that this is a grand 
jury invéstigation and. evetything 
that emanated from it was from the 
grand jury and the courts.” 

“That is correst,” said Fish. 

No Right. to Refrank wish 

Dennett, continued | A 
s 

to return is secretary + 
: 

"6b 
de 

ally, wnat “un! 

ie right to re 
e 20° b 

ein declared, 
his secreta 

in: 

wot 
want ar 

ot Congres
s. \ 

know, what ‘esr io 

Q. mat 

jim that, this couche law ‘he had 
” 

nes. 
frank rere “arrived, 

ry told the 

aches 
500 specrn’ 

eine “and i 

0 
tiv 

x 

Rk presenta 
row DE 

orate once “happened, 
to De bed 

of Bish 
. sé. 

f wFish's Sry secretary. of cou 

wen 2 got bac they told meé, 

these Spee ai pecause 1 inte’. 
poth secretaries 

DeC™ 6 1 ithe 

oth - . 
viewed them Do "Sent there. 
they were 7 
Anyone Can Do It 

imagine & ey nett or some m 
either taft came. into 

is st 

of ere I have cer 
either took them 

n and .t 

embér 0! 

Hemoctatic
. 

a ee
 | a ably 

4 was pr 

vot there. Phey zot 

e not sent t 

’ 

subpenaed. a Post clipping 
.from 

ress sronil-dressed. 

looking man resem 
. 

n 
; that they ca wppe only WEY irare was thal 

ake : 
of Congress, R 

ApoOse. . 
from. my office, J eerand Tam very 

ntlem 

   

    

  

embet 

van raised that


