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FBI Action in
Propaganda Probe

Capitol police were without a
clue last night to the person or
persons who entered the offices of
Representative Hamilton Fish
(R.), of New York, isolationist
leader, Monday night and ran-
acked all the desks and filing cab-
inets, o,

Walter Reynolds, secretary to
the Congressman, who discovered.
the papers in disorder, said he be-!
lieved there may be some connec-!
tion between the rifling of the of-'
fices and the current District:
Grand Jury investigation of Nazii
propaganda in this country. The,

Grand Jury has summoned Fish to
appear before it. f

'Files In Disorder

While Reynolds said he has dis-
covered nothing missing from the
offices, thus far, he reported the
matter immediately after he found
the files in disorder on Tuesday
morning. He not only informed
Speaker Sam Rayburn, but asked
. the superintendent of the House
Office Building to make an in-
vestigation.

He also notified Fish, who is &
colonel in the Army reserve corps
and now is attending maneuvers
for the first Army in the Caro-
linas. Fish is due to return to
Washington in 10 days.

william Power Maloney, special
assistant to the Attorney General
in charge  of the Grand: Jury
probe, which resulted in anin
dictment on two counts of perjury
against George Hill, a clerk in
Fish’s office, made this comiment
on the matter:

“The reported rifling of Repre-
sentative Fish’s office and files is":
a matter of concern to the Depart-
ment of Justice. |

Pertinent Material

«wWe only hope-the person or
persons who are reported to have
disturbed the Representativ’e’s
papers did not remove any mate-
rial that would be pertinent to the
Grand Jury investigation when
Representative Fish makes his de-
layed appearance to testify regard-
ing the. violation of Federal laws.”

After Fish failed .to respond to
the stbpoena of the Grand Jury,
the House adopted & resolution di-
recting the House Judiciary Com:
mittee to determine whether legis-
lators must respond to such sum-
mons and ordered the Representa-
tive to ignore the subpoena pend-
ing action. Later the House voted
that a member may respond if the
House is not actually in session.

Assistant  Attorney General
Wendell Berge, in charge of the
criminal division of -the Depart-
ment of Justice, sald no report of
the ransacking of Fish's office had

been made to the department.

Hastily Done Job
He said:

“If any robbery has been com-

mitted, I assume it has been re-
ported to the proper authorities
and that diligent efforts will be
made to -apprehend the offender
or offenders.”

Reynolds said he found the door
of the office unlocked when he ar-
rived early Tuesday morning and
the discovery that the papers in
one desk were in disorder aroused
his suspicions. .

«1t was a job hastily done,”
Reynolds said. “Something con
fidential may be missing, but
am not certain of this. This muct
i{s certain—not a desk or file et
caped the attention of the in
truder.” ‘
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