Viereck, Agent
Of Nazis, Held
In $15,000 Bail

Propagandist Called

’Menace’ to Nation;
New ’FireWorks' Seen
By CHALhTERS ‘M. ?t'&ﬁmrs

Purther sensational disclosures
were expected as the District
Grand Jury today resumes its
probe of Nazi propaganda activi-
ties in the United States which led,
yesterday to the indictment of,
George Sylvester Viereck, now
held iIn New York under $15,000
bond.

Originally bond had been set at
$20,000.

Viereck, registered with the
State Department as a German
agent, walved extradition but his
attorneys put up a fight before
U. S..Commissioner Isaac Platt for
the lower bail. His attorney said
Viereck would appear here tomor-
row to plead to the indictment.

Neéw “Fireworks” Seen

The District Grand Jury, which
returned the Viereck indictment
in & sealed report Tuesday is due
to resume its sessions this after-
noon when the U. S. attorneys
handling the case will call more
witnesses.

One source said some “fireworks"
may be expected as the Justice
Department pushes its probe, At-
torneys in charge assert no end
to the probe is yet in sight. At,
least one witness is expected to,
be recalled for further question-:
ing. He is Prescott Dennett, sec-
retary of the “Make Europe Pay
‘War Debts Committee,” mentioned
In.the Viereck indictment.

George Hill, a member of the
staff ‘of Representative ‘Hamilton
PFish (R.), of New York, is ex-
pected to testify today, but may
not be reached until later, He was’
called earlier this week. ‘

In a statement issued after his:
arrest, Viereck said that “under:
normal conditions I would wel-:
come- 8 trial of a jury of my-
peers; not now.” Attorney Gen.!
eral Francis Biddle in Washing.|
ton yesterday promised that Vier-'s
eck would be brought to frial
“isoon,” /

Charges “Smear Plot” il
" Viereck called the indictment'

on five charges of failing to re-.
port to the State Department all -

his activities on behalf of Nazi
Germany “is only an incident in
the perfidious plot to smother and
smear all opposition to the ar-
bitrary forces cunningly at work
to destroy the America we know
and love.”

The statement, distributed by
Viereck’s attorneys, asserted that
no Grand Jury has investigated
the “warmongering.”

“My real crime, whatever the
accusation against me may be, is
twofold,” Viereck said. I am an
American citizen of German blood
and I oppose the desperate and
despicable attempt to catapult this
country into Europe’s war. I have
tried hard to help the President
keep his pledge to which he owes
his re-elegtion.”

Assails “Union Now”

He asserted he loves America
and hasg fought those who have
substituted “Benedict Arnold for
George Washington and who urge
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Union Now with Great Britain,”
adding:

“If T had paid homage to the
British Ring or to the red master
of the Kremlin no one would be
Interested in’ miy finances or my
aftaire» 0 o
- Viereck said “it is obvious that
certain -perions in power propose
.to'.'_.dga_l: with Americans of Ger-
man descent, who would not spit
on ‘the. graves of their -fathers,
with the same cruel discrimination
anad-brutal intolerance with which
Germany. deals with her Jews.”
:fmireat, to Security” .

;. “The -Department .of Justice re:
;gards’ this man as one of the
iworld’s outstanding propagandists
iand. as one of ‘the most serious

‘menaces to our national security,”

;Williamn . Power . Maloney, special

iassistant to-the Attorney General,

;sa:-id at the arraignment.
i Viereck was arrested in New
Xork by Federal agents half an
‘hour before. .the Justice Depart
Tient here annotnced the indict-
ment, which had been returned
Tuesday afternoon but was ordered
sealed pending -the arrest. .
Detailed Charges

.High lights of the charges
tgainst Viereck, a friend of 1gm-
peridl Germany in ‘World War I
days, as he s today ‘of Hitler'’s
Germany, are: . - . .

.1..That he advised, consulted!
&nd informed ‘“‘divers.persons” on '
matters relating to. political.

ferests, public - relations and
bublic-policy, : (Attorney -General
Frencis Biddle in a press confer-
‘nce yesterday morning said he did
not know identity of the “divers
Jpersons.”)
¢ -2, That he wrote and edited
Aarticles on pelitical subjects and
-had them printed and distributed
‘o . magazines and newspapers
under fictitious names.. One of
the names he allegedly used was

4hat of Dr. Claudius Murchison,

‘former director of the Bureau of
:Foreign and Domestic Commerce
1n the Commerce Department and
now head of the Cotton Textile
Institute in New York, :

Advisor to Dennett

. Other “fictitious” names used
by Viereck, the indictment
charges, were James Burr Hamil-
fon, Gearge F. Corners, Donald
Furthermian Wicketts and William
L. Stidger, the- latter being the
name of a well known clergyman

rwho has " written on economic
subjects. .

3. That he advised and in-
formed Prescott Dennett “and
divers other persons” on .political
matters by helping them organize
the “Make Europe Pay War Debts
Committee” of which Dennett,
whose combination- home and
office is jn the 1400 block of
Rhode Island Avenue NW., is the
secretary. . .

4. That Viereck allegedly con:|
tributed “large sums of money” to
defray the committee’s expenses
for the purposes of using Dennett,
the committee, and other persons
to disseminate information to;

newspapers!‘and other publications’
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public opinion in this country. 1
6. That Viereck used the pub-
lishing house known 8as Flanders
Hall, Inc., £ Scotch Pplains, N. I
which he financed and directed,
to distribute translations and adap- )
i tations of books and pamphlets is-\ .




