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Congressional Committee on
‘Plot’ to Spur Hitlerism.
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SAYS .BIGOTRY IS ST

(RRED

Hears 300 Sent as bip!omatic
Aides Spread Propaganda
for the Dictatorship, - - -

e ———————t——,

Samuel Dickstein, chairman of,
the Committes on Immigration of
the House of Representatives, an
,nounced here -yesterday that hg
‘would start an investigation next
week into pro-Nazi propaganda in
.the United States.

As a result of evidence presented
to him from: various sources, Rep-|
resentative Dickstein declared that
“the Nazi government has reached
into this country.’” \

“Congress being in recess,” hell
continued, *‘I have decided it is the|

duty of the committee of which I} G

am chairman to begin now an un-
official study of the charges that
have been made against aliens who
entered this country from Germany
for the purpose not only of forming
here a brand of Hitler's govern-
ment and Hitler’'s newspapers but
to establish here racial and relig-|
ious hatred and bigotry.
Hears 300 Were Sent Here,

*The soil of the United States is’

»eing used as the ground on which |

0 hatch plots detrimental to the

rovernment and to the peace of this
rountry by men and women, gsome

»f whom are being sent to the
United States under the guise of
diplomatic or consulate attachés,
although no consular or diplomatic
-work is expected of the persons
gent here ostenalbly‘for that pur-
pose.

‘I have somse information to the
effect that about 300 persons have
racently entered the United States
as employes or servants of German
consulates. The number is ridicu-
lously large for the ordinary con-
duct of affairs by legitimate Ger-
-| man consular offices in the United
States.

“Most of the men sent here have
‘been personally selected by the Ger-
man Minister of Propaganda. Many
‘{ millions of marks have been made
available for their maintenance in
the United States and the expenses
which they may incur to carry on
their propaganda here. .

GATED|

s an Inquiry by |

fere with the internal aff
country, or with the
ernment the Germang
for themselves,
inclined to subj
erty to the wi
m‘ake him their ruler,

'Nevertheless,
the Committee on Immigration, the
Jurisdiction of which includes’ the
polley of this country with ‘refer-
ence to the admission and exclu-
ston of aliens, I'cannot permit evi-
dence presented: to me, of a very
substantial ang voluminous char-
acter, affecting aliens conducting
antl-American propaganda in'this
country, to go unchallenged with-

i

'the root of the matter and investl-
gate all the facts and circumstances
with the view of affording our

jcountry the protection it deserves

from any malicious and unwar-

ranted alien propaganda of Ger-
man policlies within the limits of

the United States,

“Not content with stifling all dis-

cussion or criticism of their régime
in Germany, the Nazi government
has reached into this country and
is here conducting malicious propa-
ganda for the Nazi cause in the
United States,

“Information has reached me that
the Nazi government maintains a
propaganda bureau which is heavily
finaneed by the resources of the
erman Government. The objec-
tive of the bureau and its activities
consist in spreading Nazi propa-
ganda in the United States, with

| the ultimate object of overthrow-

ing our government and of install-
ing in its place a dictatorship on
the Nazi model.

“If Congress were in session I
would have asked for an offieial
tesolution to make a full and proper
Gan{gresslonal investigation. Mean-
while, however, it is necessary that
determined steps be taken so.that
we may know the source of these
activities and that proper Congres-
sional action may be taken at the
proper time after such study by this
committee, with the hope of pro-
tecting our citizens and to deport
from this country aliens who are.
not rightfully here, and who have
obtained their right to enter ny
fraud, in violation of our immigra-
tion laws, apd who use the hospi-
tality of the United States for ne-
farious propagands. undermining
our institutions and government.
‘“Friends of the Hitler brand of
government now in this country wiil
be asked to come before the com-
mittee and explajin themselves, in
order to clear the atmosphere that
has been spreading through the
United Btates by movement of alien
or German propaganda in the man-
ner outlined.

Recalls War-Time Propaganda,

‘It is not the first time, by the
way, that such an attempt has been
made to use the soil of the United
States for nefarious allen propa-
ganda. We all remember that dur-
ing the World War attempts were
made during the time this eountry

was neutral to spread propaganda.|

in the Southern States with the

“It 18 not our function to inter-
airs of any
form of gov-
wish to have
or whether they arefact that oyr government will not
ugate thefr own lib-permit itself to be usad as a tool

shes of Hitler an’d£

as chairman of qur government and institutions by

.out making every effort to go to it

VYT N Jinfes

““Apparently undeterred by the

or foreign propaganda, the pressnt
régime of Germany is again seeking
to undermine public confidence in

\this ‘stab in the back.’

“By way of this new attempt to
alienate our people from its govern-
ment, it ig the philosophir of Nazl-
.jsm to bring about in this eountry
the same type of racial and religl
ous hatred which they were so suc-
cgssful in establishing in Germany.
Our people, of course, will not tel-
erate this means of eonducting
ropaganda, and it is necessary to
take decided steps in opposition to
”

Mr. Dickstein said he had con-
sulted with the Speaker and the
parliamentarlan of the House of
Representatives and had verified |
his authority te conduct the jnves-
tigation, He sald he would fix the
opening date for some time next
week -and_that hearings would be
in' the Immigratien  Committge
ropms n the office building of the
Houyse of Bepresentatives.

Bernard Ridder to Testity.

One of the prospective witneases,
who made no secret of hig identity,
{s Bernard™ Ridder, publisher of
the Staats-Zeitung. Mr. Ridder
.apid he: recelved a visit recently
from Heint Spanknoebel, who
showed” him credentinls from the
German Government as leader In
establishing pro-Nazi organizations
‘in_ Amerlea.

Mr. Ridder said Mr. Spanknoebsl
 told him he must print fewer pro-
Semitic articles and more pro-Hitler
if. he wished any consideration
when he visited Germany again,
Mr. Ridder ordered Mr. Spank-
noskbel out of his offige, he said.

In the last few weelts, Mr. Ridder
has led an unsuccessful resistance
to the rise of Mr. Spanknoegbal and’
his assoclates to power in the Unit-
ed German Societies at a series of
turbulent meetings which led to the
final withdrawal of four German-
Jewish societies .on the 1issue of
anti-Semitism, together with six
Lothsr societles that held with Mr.
Ridder that the United Societies
were departing from . ‘‘liberalism
and Ameriean principles.”

The coherence of the sixty-odd
socleties remaining in the United
German group, Mr. Ridder said,
was dye to the fact that leaders in
these socleties had been informed
by pro-Nazi organizers that any re-
sistance would bring punishment on
their parents or other relatives in
Germany.

Mr. Spanknoebel admitted his
visit to Mr. Ridder and his attempt,
to change the editorial policy of the
'Stagts-Zeitung.

He denfied that threats had been
! made against relatives in Germany.
iThe pro-Nazi movement in Amer-.
fica has a newspaper of its. awn,
Das Neue Deutschland (The New
‘Germany), he pointed out, It is the
organ of the Friends of New Ger-
many, the organization Mr. Spank-
xﬁoebel was commissioned to form

ere.

Forged “Evidence’” Charged.

Mr. Spanknoebel said the officers
associated with him were Fritz
Gissibel, vice president, and Engel-
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view of dstaching New Mexico, and

Arizona from the United States. i

"bert Rodpll,-treasurer; that the edi-
tor and publisher of Das Neue
'Deutschland was Martin Hartmenn
and that the “bualness end’” of the
enterprise was in the hands of Wer-
ner Haag, formerly engaged in the
automobile export business.

Both Mr. Spanknoebel and Mr.
Haag denounced in detail as a for-
gery and libel a leter circulated by.
The Daily Worker, a Communist
newspaper, and by the American
committee against Fascist oppres-
slon in Germany, The letter pur-
ports to be a secret report from
Mr. Haag, as Mr, Spanknoebel’s ad-
jutant, addressed to ‘‘Uschla,”
Alexanderplatz, Berlin, where the
'BetrI(lIn Police Headquarters is lo-
cated.
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