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For release afternoon papers
Monday, April 3, 1959

Re: German American Bund

On December 31, 1937, the Federal Bureau of Investigation of the
Department of Justice transmitted té the Criminal Division a report of
its investigation up to that time of the activities of the German
American Bund in the United States, and accompanied the same with approxi-
mately 175 exhibits.

On October 12, 1924, one Fritz Gissibl founded the "Teutonia" at
Chicago, Illinois, Out of this grew the League of the Friends of the
New Germany which was established in Chicego on June B0, 1933, On
March 29, 1936, the name of the League of the Friends of New Germany
was changed to the German=-American Volksbund , now commonly referred
to as the Bund. On June 3, 1936, the German-American Bund was formally
established. The constitution of the Bund was adopted at the National
Convention at Deutschhorst, Croydon, Pennsylvania, in 1936 and was
amended in Buffalo, New York, in 1936. The preamble of the constitution
is as follows:

wife associate ourselves together to unite all

honorable, seriously minded, courageous, and
unselfish men end women of the Gerimanic race,



loyal and prospective citizens of the United
States, proud of their Germen blood, and
treasuring Germcn traditions, language and
ideals of national and individual liberty,
justice, truth, duty and absolute honesty,
into one greest, free, proud and respect-
commending Germen American Bund for the mutual
benefit of the United States of America and
Germany."

The alleged aims and purposes of the organization as set out in
the constitution are substantially as follows: Above 2ll to uphold
and defend the Constitution and the laws of the United States, to
respect and honor the flag and institutions thereof, to promote good
will and friendship between the United Stetes and Germany, to defend
with all lawful means the honor of the mother country (Germony) against
defamation, propaganda, etc,, to bring a better understanding to
American citizens of the Germen achievements in the sciences and arts,
to act as honorable descendants of the Gemmanic race for the purpose of
creating good will toward the German people and their government,
advocate the right of every civilized nation t5> attend to its own
business without any interference from outsiders, to promote friend~
ship among nations and peace among mankind, to remnain worthy of the
Germanic blood, the German mwotherland, and to cultivate the German
language, customs and ideals end to be proud of the same, to rerember
that only in unity there is strength and if Pirmly united, the Gernan-

Americans shall be of real value and a desirable and respected class

of law-abiding citizens of the United States.



A parmphlet entitled "Purpose and Aims" published by the German-
Arerican Bund sets ocut the alleged purpose and aims »f the organization.
The principles enunciated in this pamphlet are substantially the samne
as found in the constitution and heretofore set out, except that in the
pamphlet there is set out a pledge that the Bund will use its best
efforts to expose and depose Communism, Marxism, Internationalism, and
un-American boycott rackets within the United States. The boycott
racket referred to in this pledge is the Jewish Boycott of German goods.
As will later be pointed out, the Bund places the responsibility of
Sceislism end Cormunism upon the Jew and directs considerable propaganda

egainst the Jew.

The constitution of the Bund provides for a national organization.
Provision is made for 2 national leader, a national executive committee,
which is the administrative body, and the national convention, which
is the legislative body. Geographically the Bund is divided into three
departments, being Department East, Department Middle-West, and Depart-
ment West. The leader of each department is ex officio a member of
the national headquarters staff. In some cases a department is broken
up into districts which comprise a group of local units. Usually,
however, the department is comprised of the various locals throughout
the territory of that department.

At the present time there appears to be approximately 50 loecal

units of the German-imerican Bund. Information obtained from various
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local leaders indicctes a total membership of 6,617. On the other hand
information obteined from Fritz Kuhn, National leader, discloses a

total membership of 8,299. The membership is distributed geographically
es follows:

Eastern Department — 4,529 (estimate of local leader);

(Estirate by Kuhn - 5,324).

Middle-West Department - 1,546 (estimate by local leader);

(Estirate by Kuhn - 1,970).
Western Department - 542 (estimate by local leader);
(Estirate by Kuhn - 1,005).

The Eastern Department consists of approxirately 26 locals; the
Middle-West Department - 14 locals, and the Western Department - 10 locals.
The local units of the Bund ere gencrzlly corprised of membership of men
and women.

There are four newspopers sponsored by the Bund, Der Deutsche Weckruf
und Beobachter, 178 East 85th Street, New York City, the Philadelphia
Deutsche Weckruf und Beobachter, 3718 North Sth Street, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, both in the Eastern District; the Chicago Deutsche Weckruf
und Beobachter, 3243 Northwestern Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, in the Middle
West, and the California Deutsche Weckruf und Beobaéhter, 634 West 15th
Street, Los Angeles, California, in the West, These are controlled by
three corporations and in turn being owned by the A, V. Publishing
Corporation, The A. V. Publishing Corporation is the official organ

of the Germen-Americsn Bund and the German-irerican Business League




(D, X. V.) and was incorporated in New York on March 27, 1937. The
certificate of incorporation is signed by Fritz J. Kuhn and others.

There are several organizations or movements which are associated
or affiliated with the Bund in some way. The German-American Settle-
ment League, Inc., 2 corporation incorporated in the State of New York
end the particular objects, according to the certificate of incorporation,
for which the corporation was orgrnized are substantially as follows:
to cultivate and propagate German culture, customs, language and idezls;
to enlighten the members of their civic obligations and principles of
American citizenship; to inculcate in its youth a spirit of loyalty,
love for country, respect for the flag of the United States and good
citizenship. This orgsnization is the owner of the property occupied
by Cemp Zisgfried =t Yaphank, Long Islend, and which is used by the
Bund.

The Cerman-American Bund auxiliary is z corporation organized under
the lawé of the State of New Jerseye. To be a member of this organization
it is also necessary to be a member of the Bund.

Deutscher Konsum Verband, Inc. This organization is commounly

referred to as the D, K. V. meaning German-American Business League.
Kuhn stated that the membership of this organization is separate from
that of the Bund. He also steted that he is president and that the

purpose of this organization is to fight the Anti-Nazi boycott. It
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appears that in fect the D. K. V. is an organization to promote an Anti-
Jewish boycott. Through 2 distribution of trading stamps the organization
seeks to induce thz German people to purchase from stores owmed by members
of the D. K. V.

Ordnungs Dicnst. This organization is the uniformed group of the

Bund and is commonly referred to as the O. D. IKuhn is also the national
cormender of the 0. D. It is claimed that the purpose of this crganiza-
tion is to fight Bolshevist and lfarwist movements, to take part in the
parades, to make errangements for the various meetings, prepare decorations,
serve as ushers, carrr flags, and protect meetings of the Bund fron
assaults by Comminists. llembers of the 0. D. wear uniforms which consist
of black trousers, gray shirts, block nécktie,.Saﬁ Rrovm belt, black
overseas cap trirmed with white piping, svey coat with hlecl. collar,

black shoulder siraps vith white piping and blac!: cuffs with white piping.
On the left arm is worn an arm band with on cmblen which consists of the
rays of the sun terminating in a Swastika, the semi-circle of the sun con-
teining the letters A. V., thesc being the initials of the German Anerican
Volksbund. On the other side of the erblcm are locatcd the letters 0. D.
Members of the 0. D. drill, but the report of the Burean discloses no
evidence that firearms of any type are used.

Youth Movement or German-American Youth Leaguc (Deutsche-Jdagenschaft).

The youth movement was originated in 1934 and it cooperated with
Friends of the New Gerriany which is now defunci. The German-American Youth

League, Inc., is not incorporated. The executive headcuartors is in New



York and the youth rmovement is divided into the same districts as the
Bund.

The report of the Burcan indicates that the youth movement is being
carried on and fostecred by the Bund. The alleged purposc of this move-
ment is to bring about the duvelopment of camps throughout the United
States whore the youth can be schooled in the customs, ideals, and
traditions of the German race; taught the German language and given
various exercises and recrcation to cicourage physical vigor and
discipline. A unifora is used by the youth end considerable driliing
without firearms is required of the youth. Everything is done in con-
nection with the youth movement which will stimmlate pride and love of
Germany and their ancestral hackground. finti-Semitic litcrature is placed
in the camps for the children to read and also on mumerous occasions
inflamatory specches arc made ageinst the Jews blaming them for Com-
mmism and its activities.

German Anerican Bund Camp Sites. There are at the present tine

seven camp sites in usc by the Bund which arc as follows:

Carmp Hindenburg at Grafton, Wisconsin; Caap Deutschhorst, St. Louis,
Missouri; Camp Siegfried, Yaphank, Long Island, New York; Camp General
Von Steuben, Southbury, Connecticut; Canp Nordland, Andover, New J crsey;
Camp Deutschhorst, Croydon, Pcnnsylvania, and Tanglewood Park, Buffalo,
New York. The Bund has a futurc camp site at Bridgman, Hichigan, and
also usces a camp named Deutsche Zentrale or another German organization

at Cleveland, Chio. A camp sitc ncar South Bend, Indiana, has been
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purchased and this camp is to be mown as Carp Von Wolfskcel.

Generally spocking, o leocal is compriscd of scvoral sctivitics and
has several offilizted or associcted movaments. In most instances the
locol units heve only a skcleton organization and have not devclopcd the
associcted activitics which are contemplated by the Bund. In those
instances where the local units have doveloped o1l the fectures conten-
plated by the Bund the following activities arc carried on - (1)
circulotion of the of ficizl newspaper Dentsche Weckit und Beobachber
(2) camp activitics; (3) yoush movoment; (4) Ordnu;gs Dienst (5)
women's wnit; (6) Duutsche Konsum Vorband; (7) Front Kompfer Buadj
(8) Prospective Citizens Lengue.

Camp ictivities., The camp cebivitics are carricd on mainly in

conncction with the youth movement. It appeors that it is used primarily
for occasions of cclebretior by cdults and for sumacr camps for the
youth.

In the summer cemps only the Gurmen lcnjuege is permitted so that
the boys and girls arc forced to lcarn CGorman. The curriculwn nlso
includes disciplinc, singing of Germen songs, sports, nistory of Germany
and America and some instructior with iro.{‘orcnce to the monace of Corpmnisri.
The camps arc conducted on a 24-hour schedule with strict discipline and
considereble drilliang, heiling end czlisthenics. However, there is no
evidence to indicate cny use of Iirecarns,

During thc months of camp activities verious drys arc set aside for

celebrations such as "Day of the Guimian Vionan'", "German Doy Cclebration,



etc. On these occasions the celebration is commenced by the singing of
the "Star Spangled Banner" and the German national anthem. The flag of
the United States and Swastika flags are on display. Thereafter there is
a great deal of marching and parading by the various groups of the Bund,
such as the youth, the Ordnungs Dienst. There is flag raising, speeches,
military and calistheniecs drills.

Each local of the Bund attempts to foster = youth movement, howsver,
thus far a great number of the locals have not set up activities for a
youth movement. It is claimed by the various officers of the Bund that
one of the mein purposes of the youth movement is to provide'0pp0rtunity
for recreation outside of the large cities.

Two pledges used in connection with the Youth Movement end contained
in the Bureau report are as follows:

German Youth Pledge

"I promise the German Youth to be faithful to the German
way, Tc live and to act always in accordance with its
rules. To follow the instructions of the Leader with

absolute obedience and to help the Society and 2ll com-
rades also in time of need and distress with all my 3
powers. To this I pledge my word as a bey of German stoék."

y

Boy's Pledge

"I pledge to be loyal to the German Boy Scouts, always

to live and act according to their laws, to follow their
leaders in strict obedience, and to come to the assistance
of the Bund and all my cemrades with all my strength and
power in time of danger and distress. This I promise with
my word of honour as & youth of German race and blood."
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The investigation indicates that in most instances members of the
0. D. are naturalized American c¢itizens. In fact, it is cleimed by members
of -the Bund that it is necessary to be an American citizen befcre becoming
a member of the 0. D, The Bureau revort sets out what nurvorts to be an
0. D. nledge required by the Buffalo unit, which is as follows:

0. D, Pledge

"Comrade..., I herewith pronounce you & full-fledged
member of our 0. D, You promise to be a loyal Comrade,
faithfully to follow the orders of your leaders, always to
fulfill your obligzaticns as a citizen of this country, and
never to bring shome and dishonour upon your German racec in
this or in the old Country. With this handshake you pledge
your honour as a man always to stand up for the Bund and
your Loyalty we shall return with ours.

Heil Americs Heil Germany"

In many of the locals there is nc unit known as the D. K. V, (German-
Mmerican Business League). Where such an organization does exist, it
appears that its main purpose is to foster a boycott of Jewish goods by
encouraging vatronage of Centile stores and especially members of the
D, XK. V,

Each local endeavors to maintain a worian's unit. This unit engages
in the usual work of women's suxiliariecs and, in addition to charity work
among the Bund members, arranges and attends to cooking, entertainment, ete.,
at the various meetings of the Bund and its affiliates.

The Front Kampfer Bund is an organization of World War veterans.

In some instances the members of this group do not comear to be members



=11~

of the Bund; In most of the locals there is no unit of this organization
and the Bureau report indicates practically no activity.

The Prospective Citizens League is an auxiliary of the Bund, and its
purpose appears to be that of encouraging and assisting alien Germans in
becoming naturalized citizens. Members of this League attend social
functions of the local and are given instruetions in citizenship, American
History, etc., for the purpose of assisting them in obtaining citizenship
papers.

Fritz Kuhn is the Bundsfuehrer, or national chairman of the German-
Americen Volksbund. He is Lendes Fuehrer of the Ordnungs Dienst. He is
President of both the A, V. Publishing <Corporation and the Deutsche Konsem
Verband, Xuhn was born in Munich, Germany, in 1896. He served in the
Bavarian Life Guard Regiment and was in the front lines during the World
War from 1914 to 1918, being lieutenant in the machine gun detachment of the
Alp Corps and saw service on the French, Ttalien, Se¢rbian, and Roumanian
fronts, being wounded three times. In 1919 he served in the Enp Free Corps
fighting egeinst the Soviet Republic. He joined the NSDAP, cormornly known
as the Nazi Party, in 1921 and on November 9, 1923, participated in the
femous Hitler Putsch at Munich. In 1924 he migrated to Mexico and then
into the United States. His last foreign residence before coming to the
United States in 1928 was Mexico City. Elsa Kuhn, wife of Fritz Kuhn,
was born in Germeny and shé and Fritz Kuhn were married at Munich in

Merch 192%, She migrated to the United States in Decumber 1928, The
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Kuhns have two children, both of whom were born in Mexico., Xuhn filed his
declaration of intention in the United States Court at Detroit on Decem-~
ber 6, 1958, and petitioned for citizenship in the same court on June 28,
1934. He was granted citizenship on becember 3, 1934, Kuhn was leader of
the Detroit Local and then became leader of the Department Middle-West

and subsequently was maée national head of the Bund. Kuhn maintained his
residence in Detroit from 1928 until 1934, and during part of that period
was employed by the Ford Laborutory. |

On one occasion when Fritz Xuhn was intervievied by a Government agent,
Kuhn stated that it was incorrect to refér to the German-American Bund es
Nazi, since the Nazis were members of the National Socialist Party of
Germany, and that his organization was not & pert of that group. XKuhn
did state that members of the Bund were proud to te called IMazis and that
Naziism and National Socialism, such as exist in Genmany.today, hold the
enly hope for the future of the world.

It -is claimed by the various leaders of the Bund throughout the United
States that before a person can be a member of the Bund he must be a
citizen of the United States. While it does appear from the Bureau's report
that the leaders of the Bund throughout the country are naturalized
citizens, it alse eppears that there are members of the Rund who are not
naturalized citizens of the United States. ~In the majority of cases the
leaders of the Bund have come to the United States from Germany since the

World War and have obtained their citizenship during the last few years.
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A considerable number of these leaders lived in Germany after the World
War and were exposed to the various social and political movements which
took place in Germany up to the advent of Hitler,

Various leaders of the Bund claim that no oath is required of members
of the Bund. The application for membership which the applicant must sign
provides as follows:

"I hereby apply for admission to membershiv in the German-

American Bund, the purposes and aims of which are known to

me and I obligate myself to support them to the best of my

ability. I recognize the leading principle in accordance

to which the Bund is being directed. I am of Aryan origin,

free from Jewish or colored blood."

On all occasions both the flag of the United States and the Swastika
are displayed, and the Nazi salute with arms raised in Hitler style is used.
It is claimed by the leaders that the Nazi salute is nothing more than a
friendly greeting which was in use in Germany many years ago. At some of
the camps and meeting places of the Bund, pictures of Hitler are displayed.

Most of the activities of the Bund to date have been in the Eastern
part of the United States. It is in this part of the country where most

of the camps have been established and the celebrations have taxen place.
There has been some activity in the Middle-West and on the Pacific Coast,
but at the present time these particular sections show a relatively low
membership and iittle activity as coﬁpared to the East. The vwarious locals
of the Bund which are active generally meet from two to four times a month.
At these meetings there is speaking, social activities, drilling, flag
waving, and organization work, It is claimed that ordinarily these meetings

are open to the public. In vicinities where there are no camps, schools
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have been established for the ybuth movement which are held generally

on a Saturday and at which time the German language, Germen history, and
German traditions are taught. There is also dencing, calistheniecs, and
military drills. It is claimed that American history is also taught.

In the vicinities where camps ure 1oca£ed most of the activity of the Bund
centers in and about the camp during the surmer months. A summer camp or
school is maintained for boys and girls. A summer camp is run on a regular
schedule with strict disciplines and includes flag raising in the morning
and flag lowering at nighi, celisthenies, militery drills, dancing and all
forms of athletics. The llazi salute is/used and the youth have a regula-
tion uniform. Germen is spoken and songs are sung'in German for the pur-
pose of tzaching the larguag:. Periods ure set &side for instruction in
Germen history anc¢ considerable effort is devoted to developing a spirit of
pride in German traditions, customs and background. Instruction is also
given in some of the cemps as to the evils of Conmunism and Marxism. There

is also considerable anti-Semitic propagende. A flag of the United States

and a Swastika are displayed et the summer camps cnd both are used in the

flag raising and lewering exercises{
- The adults of the Bund use the camp for recreation during week-ends
and on special occasions set aside for celebrations. At these celebrations
all groups of the Bund, including the youth and 0. D.s, take part in the
activities. There is considerable marching, Nazi saluting, heiling, flag
waving, drilling of the uniformed organizations, speeches, and athletics.
There is usually a drum and fife corps or a band at these celebrations.

Generally there are speeches by the leaders which are interrupted by Nazi
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salutes and heils by the various uniformed organizations and by the spectators.
The speeches generally have to do with Communism, the Jewish boycott of

German goods, Germany and her place in world affairs and many other topics
having to do with fostering Germanism and German ideals. It appears that

on all occasions a definite effort is made by the speakers and the leaders

to instill pride into Germans living in America and especially the youth

of their German background and love for Germany.

From the material presented by the roport of the Bureau of Investiga-
tion, it appears that one of the purposes of the Bund and its leaders is to por-
petuate Germanism abroad. In connection with the opening of Camp Nordland
in Tuly, 1937, a booklet was used by the German-American Bund Auxiliary.
Excerpts from this booklot revealed the purposc of the dedication of Camp
Nordland.

nk * *pith tho festive act of today we are acting to

give over officislly this magnificent littlo piece of

God's earth to its roal destination: service to the

German racial ideal * * *.°®

wk * * ths mission which our camp has to fulfil is

a holy one just as every service in the interest of

our Cerman racial ideal is a holy and noble one. We

the living generation who have called into life this

enterprise, concentrate this work to the sorvice of the

German racial ideal in America.¥ * w

wk * ¥ oup camp is designed principally to be a placo
which breathos of the spirit of the New Gormany.* * *

mk % * gonscious of this faet. the 'camp! is consecrated
to our youth. It is therc that our boys and girls shall
be educated; it is there where the spirit of comraderie
and the feoling of belonging to ono comunity is to be
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innoculated into them; it is thers where they shall learn
tvou for me, I for you'; it is there where they shall be
strenathened and confirmed in national socinlism s0 that
thaey will be conscious of the role which hac boen assigred
to them as the future carriers of German rocisl idecals in
Amurica,t * *n

"Horeby we give you over. 'Comp Nordland' to your holy
migsion. We comscerate you os e little piece of German
soil in America, as 2 symbol of ouwr motto: 'obligated to
Amprica, tied to Germony!.

Anothor oxcerpt fourd in the bocklut wmder the heading

"DER ORNUNGS DIENSL®
(The Order Serviecs)

is as follows:

e want to bhe o conmmity for mervice in horor for
our Gormnr racicl comrados--sworr tc honor and faith,
obedience and comrcdeship * * *m,

¥iie also want to be helpers and advisors who o
at =211 times to do any work, to provide ror or
to make propagoende for the ideals of our great German
peeial eolmunity .t



