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. An American Turns Traitor

O Bob Best has turned traitor and decxded to\;om Haw-Haw,
Ka d a few other English and
ricans ‘who have Sold their native accents and their souls to
"D, Goebbels’ ‘short-wave propaganda station in Berlin.- '
v At first there seéms to have been ‘some doubt -about it in -
sW»afShington. Best, for the ‘past two decades the: Vienna corr es
*spondent -of an :American press association, had sgone to Bad
*Naﬁheim with the -other. American’ jousnalists . caught in Ger-
L many when Wwar was declared; " Just before their departure for

Lxgbbn, he’ decrded not to return to his native land According
to(*the State Department heé said he made hlS\d'eclsmn"‘m the
NS intei'est of history.” - .
s interest took him: quickly to.Berlin. And-a.United Press
satch from’ Washlngtou the other day revealed“‘that a per-
; so representing himself as Mr Best ‘had broadcast from’ Berlin
el Nazi :aughisasseiFivesa i3 1o longer any: doubt that it was °
the fa 5 Ro ' 1 hative of* South- Caroﬁna, grad-
01 alsm .of Cqumbla Univermty, and
every American ‘correspondent in- Europe and g a
numf:er of American tourlsts who thet him.in Vienna’s
e Louvre. where he: had made* his headquarters and: where
uherhad spént most of his wamg hours for 20 years. :
- hig: reporter, ‘Who . had known him: sihce 1929 ‘heard him
roadcast ‘twide from; Berlin this’ week Thére Wwas. no mistaking -
e the mannensms, the shght ’South Carolina accent. It
1S, Bob Best, and he.was. Shoutmg Goebbels’ pet inanmes into
erlin xmcrophone
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1Y did he do it" Most ' mén'turn traitors for money. Best

hever pad much, ‘but He didn’t’ care for money. Nazn money

didpt turn ‘his, head. Sometmx‘g elge-did. ‘It showed. very plain-
“ﬂb "in s first two broadcasts. LikesLord Haw-Haw, he became
g itten- with the bug of anti-Semitism. A1 else—Hitler's rape

"tl'ﬁmrope. his blood lust, his suppression of civilization—was

; go‘tten. -Hatred of Jews became hls one passxon.\ 'Hltler be-
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something {0 do” with. his staying ‘on" in - Nazx
‘ b‘ut suéh ‘matters- are of rio conéern to this column.
; owever, another reason for, ‘hig decision to s;ay.
very tew.other Amerleas’ foreign correspondents,
; in Europe. :He' arrlved in Vienna in 1923 or
wellngoh d year’s tellowship fro ;the Columbia School
Jovttialism; - He <got no: :Burth'er ‘than Vi pna.and has femained
ﬁéré,rmostly glued to the. comer table in the Cafe Louvre, ever
Vienna was tar trom South Carolina .and it was a pleas-
,wn and unléss Yo came home: sémetimes yoii- began to
ropean. Best never came héme, even, for a brief vacation.
ng from his, vasly bioudeasts, he will cut a small figure
{ bels’ ’propaganda ‘éaﬁipaign tg soften: up- -Ameéricans. He
510 ng to sexcept to rbppat the Nazr line aboiit the Jews,
I :-tha‘ badly. pparently Goebbels has told. him that
7 has dn Americsn audience of several millions and. it ‘was a
tlo. pitifich- in lisbroddcasts this past week to hear 'iim get-
-, hing, colted: ‘about’ fhis false prospect.” This brief portrait-of an
g A’fnéfitan trattor 1s givenrmerely for the-edification of the thou- -
. ot A riceqs who knew- him or who have read- his dis-’
gmﬁckes,~ andi also beause it seenied to be ore ‘of the little trage-
"dles of the ps}rchologioal part of. this war wopth noting, *
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