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WASHINGTON D. C., Aug. 26 -—Army mordle has 5

been coming in for a lot of attention in the press Tately.: |

But one of the most important aspects of this problem—
the spread of fascist propagande among the natlon’s new citizen urmy- ]
| of 1,530 ,000 soldlers—has been virtually ighored.

The Fight for Freedom' Committee has called to the q.ttention of

{ President Roosevelf the.pro-Nazi character of a 15-page manual;cirou-
lated to the soldfers of the Second Army who are now engaged in
maneuvers in Louisians and Arkansas,

Exposure of this manual highlights the fact that:-even some mem-
bers of the Army’s officer personnel seem to be bitten by the Bug of
anti-democratic ideas which can only dlsrupt Army moralé and g!ve
ald and. comfort to the Nazis.

i * IN GOEBBELS' IMAGE
fn protesting to administration officlals against the Second Army
manuaI Bishop Henry W. Hobson, chairman of the Fight for Fréedom
Comumittee, declared that this documlent “might well have been Writt-en

by Goebbels.”
-Bishop Hobson pointed out that “the elimination of such rna.terlals
from the Army curriculum would be of infinite value in improving the
orale of the Army."” i
p= A ﬁctitlous conflict between Almat and Kotmk is the subject matter
l'of the: manual and the avowed purpose of this little make-believe tale
is to give the soldiers political background material ‘which will make

a‘their maneuvers more ‘realistic.” i ol

. _There is, however, only a thin veneer of ﬂction over this parableﬁ
s-of A!mat and Kotmk. Kotmk is plainly identified as Nazl Germany“"
rvhile Almat is described as France. LT ""i’
; RIDICULES DEMOCRACY - b
“v, The signiﬁca.nt thing is that Kotmk is painted in glo*wlng cdlorsi}
a.nd its ‘aggressive moves Justified, whijle the trade unions and the*
democralc institutions of Almat are held up to ridicule and attacked.
Nothing in the manual contributes to that understanding of the
necéssity for defeating Hlitlerism which can be the only genuine  basis:

for strong Army morale, On the contrary, the manual can only coﬂﬂﬁ
fuse and undermine the .morale of the Second Army, !

. Perhaps even more serious than this rna.nual is the fact that recen 5
steps taken by the War Department in an apparent effort to offset”
public criticlsm of Army morale do not appear to go to the root prob-
lerm or haﬁlng fascist propaganda and improving political education

nof New York as ahief morale officer of the A?nm-—v.ith,,the

yof Brigadier General,
%ksut evidence avallable here raises grave doubts a§ to whethér |
Oshorn's. record qualifies him for this difficult and important task., % |
For 17 years, from| 1931 to 1938, the' Army's new morale officer*’

tney, treet banking.and brokerage’ of 1‘3-
wasa partner in he 1l Street banking and brokerag ‘Airm of Gtay

A FASCIST PLOT.

ha}Spens that Grayson M. P. Murphy was publicly identi-
fied s:veral years ago as a key flgure in,a fascist plot by the late
General Smedley Butler,

Generzl But'er charged that Murphy had acted on behalf of an
important Wall Street group in offering him substantial sums of money i
to lead a fascist march on Washingtor to seize the capital and depose
President Roosevelt,

Ozkorn was at that time a partner in Murphy's firm.

it {37 certdinly worth finding out whether he was involved in

. fascist activity, and to what extent he shared his partner’s political
and social views,

Oshorn’s background as a corporation executive and Wall Street
broker does not in any event seem to equip him for the job of com-
batting anti-democratic propaganda -and of building the morale of an

anti_TTitlan altimam  avaaes

And it

t
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for strong Army morale, On the contrary, the manual can only ﬁf”m
fuse and underming the morale of the Second Army, i

Perhaps even more serious than this manual is the fact that ‘recen’tﬁ{

steps taken by the War Department In an apparent effort to offset’
public cri-tﬁism of Army morale do not .appear to go to the root prob-
ing fascist propaganda and improving political edueation

2
in tHearmed forces, H |
'&@e_cre‘tary of War Henry 1, Stimson has appointed Frederickt ¥, |

SWDOTOL New York as chiet morale officer of the AFMy-swith_the

b Ik of Brigadier General, &

_Bub evidence available here raises grave doubts 85 to whethér

Bérh"s record qualifies him for this difficult and important task, 4 f
For 17, years, from 1921 to 1938, the Army's new morale offiger*

Wasa partner in the. Wa ageifl

-
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a A FASCIST PLOT.

And it so happens that Grayson M. p. Murphy was ublicly identi-
fied s:veral years ago as g key figure in g fascist plet by the late
General Smedley Butler,

General Butler charged that Murphy "had acted on behalf of an
Important wan Street group in offering him substantial sums of money |
to lead a fascist march en Washington to seize the capital and depose
President Rcosevelt,

Osborn’s background as ga corporation executive and Wall Street
broker does not in any event seem to equip him for the job of com-
batting anti-democratic propaganda -and of building the morale of an
anti-Hitler citizen army. i -

The new morale officer is a director of such Important firms as
Intercontinental Rubber, Fifth Ave, Bank and Schieffelin and Co.

particularly distinguished,

Osborn showed none of the initiative and drive necessary for his
nhew job, and seemed to Serve primarily as an inactive and obliging
front; for some of the Army’s more conservative and hidebound, officers,

Appointment by Secretary Stimson of eneral ' John F,
b'Rzan. retired, as one of three civilian ad isers on National Guard
and Reservists was also not particularly reassuring,

‘ = OUTSTANDING PRO-FASCIST
O'Ryan—who wil] advise Stimson on some of the morale problems

onz: of the Army’s outstanding reactiongries and pro-fascists.

When he was police chief of New York, O'Ryan haqg special classes (
in Bl ing's Red Network conducted for his men, {
) The general’s brief career ip municipal government terminated
shortly after it was discovered that Mayor LaGuardig, Was prominently
identified as a “Reg” in Mrs, Dilling's masterplece; ]

- During the Soviet-Finnish War, O'Ryan was active in the hysterical
brepaganda drive against the Soviet Union, as head of Fighting Punds
for Finland, ( , T ———

As . recently as Jan, 2, 1941, O'Ryan, was named in the State
Department’s list of foreign agents as a. result of his services for
Japanese financial groups. .

Men like Osborn and O'Ryan .do not exactly seem to qualify as
morale-builders of g democratic, anti-faseist army,

The necessity for prompt action to meet the threat of fascist
bropaganda in the armed forces is clearly illustrated by the Second
Army manual, ]

Author of this pro-Na#i tract is Major R. A. Griffin of the Second
Army, {

But it is worth pointing out that the commander of the Second
Army is none other than Gengral Ben Lear, more popularly known
as the Yoo-Hoo Genera],

LAUDS NAZI REGIME

Instead of pointing to Nazism’s menace to all free peoples, the
manual includes passages desoribing the Nagzi regime in the most
faverable light such as' the following: /

“The vigor of the young People of Kotmk was so pronounced
that medica] authorities all gver the world held the Kotmk gov-
ernment’s program up as the finest ever devised in the strength- \

ening of the race.” o I

That little phrase about “strengthening of the race” gounds
strangely similar to the type of ranting which is so familiar to those
V.ho have dipped into Mein Kampf or other Nazi writings,

f As against this glorification of Germany or Kotmk here is the
‘manual's picture of France or Almat:
“There was rapid industria] development ang within a few

elements,”

Throughout the manual the Communistg and the trade unions
are Jumpeclft’dgethen with the “strong party” or pro-faseist appeasen~
ment groups. of Almat whereas the eXact reverse was, of course, trye
in France ag elsewhere, :

Participants gt rallies with Senator Speeler, head of Almat's
“strong barty” are Carrle Ridges, tactical adviser of Almat's Commu-
nist Party, and Brown' H. Strewbis, president of the Amalgamated
and Consolidated Workers, 3

In this Passgge, there is g thinly disguised and distorted attémpt
to draw g barallel with the conditions in the United States,

Prior to the outhreak of war between Almat and Kotmk, Premier

But it i5 obvious that prompt action by the President and Secre-
tary Stimson ape needed to prevent further Infiltration of fascist



