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s INVESTIGATIOR OF G,NELSON SPARKS - AUTHOR OF N
¢ , "WHY AKRON IS A GHOST CITY,"

A fow weeks ago, many people of Portsmouth and vioinity recelved,
thru the mail, & reprinted article from Liberty magazine, entitled "Why Akron
is a Ghost Giﬁys” This article was written by Former Mayor of Akron, C.

Nelson Bparks. December 17th, I attempted to repudiate a few of the most
glaring misrepresentations of this article, in a short talk over radio
station WPAY of Portsmouth, Ohio, on the C. I. O. Industrial Council Program.
Since that time there has been an investigation of the man who wrote the
article. Had the Steering Compittee of the Citizens Association of Scioto
County, condubted a similar investigation before issuing this circuler, I am
gure that the mail would never have been cluttered up with such trash.

At the present time there is a lawsuit pending against Sparks,
the Iiberty Magezine Publishing Co., and Bernarr MoFadden for llbel in this
article., The Citizens Association of Seioto County have certainly taken a
long chance, distributing thru the mail, an article that is in process of
ltigation. |

It is against my principles and is not my intention to"blacken "

the name of any man, however in this case, with the welfare of so many
psople involved, 1t 1is necessary to review the life of C.Nelson Sperks,
in order to discover the ulterior motive behind his infamous article.

The full name of the man is Charles Nelson Spurks, and he went
to Akron approximetely 25 years ago, BHis miasion in golng to Akron was to
organize the brewers of that'city in an,geaboiatibn. Upon arr;ving in Alron
he proceeded with this work, and at the same time made political connections.
At that time, C.L.Knight, owner end publisher of the Beacon Journal, and
William B, Pardee were the political heads of the Republican Party. Sparks
beceme active with these men, and/?gls the Republican Party was controlled
by vhat was known as the KaightePardee~Sparks Machine, and -hrouch these
means, hw was appﬁinted Yoatmaster of the city of Akron and later Safety
Director. In 1931 he had a disagreement with. leaders of the Republioan Party,
and ran as an Independent candidate for Mayor of the city of Akron. He was
actively supported by the Flrestone Tire and Rubber Compeny, and was elected
t0 that office. He took office January l, 1933. At this time the celebrated
"pink tlcket” scandal arose. TO underworl& characters, consisting of lottery

aperabora, gamblera and the like, & "pink ticket" was delivered which was to
be the 1nﬂent1fying mark for polloce offioera to "lay off" raiding a particulap
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joint whioh possessed the "pihﬁ *tioﬁéﬁ“, Information regarding this prograa
became so generally known ﬁhat_Sparka made & goat oftwo policemen outb of 18y \_
and Sparks personally made an affidavit charging one Joe'Ach with efforts toO
bribe a policeman, The evidence regarding this was thoroughlj,aifted'by’the
grand jury of Summit County in the early part of 1938, and the grand jury
refused ‘to indict Joe Ach, but voted ;n'inﬁiet C.Nelson Sparks for bribery and
attempted extortion. Ovérﬁighb certain of the grand jurors were "consulted"
and on the next day one of the grand jurors switched over, leaving one vote
laeking +o indiect him. During the examination that was conduoted in the Joe
Ach case there weas ﬁesttmony that Joe Ach had given one Windsor, who was
treasurer of the Sparks Club, a $900 check, which check was produced by the
Firestone Bank, and which Ach claimed was a contribution to 8parks caﬁpaién

in order to obtain certain privileges for operating illegal enterprises in
Akron, |

This affeir and other matters put him in such ill repute with the
vdters of Akron, fhat he was repudicated at the polls the following election,

In 1936 he tried to get the “Veterans of Foreign Wars" organized
into a vigilante group in Akron. He was & member of this orgenization and used
it solely for the purpose of his personsl political ambitions until the
ve terans became aware of his moves and then they definitely sidetracked him.

He has been refused rembership in Masoﬁfy} and became so vindi-
cative regarding his inability to become a Hason thét he has bitterly opposed
them,

'On the 21st day of April, 1938 he filed voluntary petition in
bankruptoy, Case No., 46544 in the United States District Court for the Northerh
District 6? chio. He scheduled liabilities of §43,030,35, and his solo assets
on the 2lat day of April, 1938 consisted of $75;00 worth of wearing apparel,
$10,00 worth of pictures, and $200.00 worth of office furniture, all of which
he claimed as emempt, In his schedule of debts he listed banks, attorneys,
insurence oompaniea, a lmown gambler, advertising cbnoerns, printing eoncerns
his landlord, his club, a clothing store, a tire store, a furniture store, and
PERBOANTL ?RIEEDS from whom he had borrowed money. ' ‘

This investigation has diadlbsed:many other things that could be
said to diaeredit this man, howavgr I feei .bhat the things that have ﬁeen
stated, will so catalogue him .:that no fair decent oitimaﬁ will believe -
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or have any falth in what this man writas or advocutes.

I wish to make a challenge to, and an agreemaht withy the
following orgenigations or agencies in Scioto Oountys, =-The Por&smouhh’
Chamber of Commercé - The Portsmouth Daily Timeg «- Tha.sbioto‘COunty Bay
Assoclation -~ The Veterans of Foreign Wars -- The Masonic Bodies of Scioto
Countys If the above listed organizations will writé to similﬁr organiiatioha
1n\AHrQn, Chio, and then read both the inqﬁiry and answer at the next 6pen
meeting of the Clitizens Association of Seioto COﬁnty -~ If I am furnished with
axact oopies «- I will réad same at the next regular meeting of the C,I.0,.
Industrial Council of Porvsmouth, w

I would ask the local Chamber of comﬁeroe to write to the Arkon
Ghamber'bf Commerce, asking their opinion of 8parks. The Portsmouth Times

is asked to communlcate with the Akron Beacon Journal, a substantial end

'oaﬁaerVative Akron publication, The 8cioto Ccunty Bar Association 4s asked

to investicate the "pink ticket" scandal, and Sparkst connection with it,

also the bankruptcy, which was filed by Sparks April 21, 1938 (Case No.45544).
The Veterans of Foreign Wars are asked to inguire as to Sparks'! status as.
member, and the personal opinion that the officers of that organization have
of Sparkss The Masonic Bodles are asked to communicate with the same organie
gation in Akron, relative to may statement concerning Sporks!?! appl;cation and
attitude towards them, ‘

In case my charges are substantiated by the above suggested in-
veefigaticn, I have one more suggestiop to make, ?hat is fgzpﬁhe Staer%ns
Committee of the Citirens' Association of Seioto County, issue an apology,
or "statement of regret' by means of the same meiling list thet was used in
circulating the "Chost City" article,.

(84gned) -~ Howard L. MoNamara.




