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Frey’s Red Scare Tales
About GIO Filled With
Errors, Dlstortmns |

y HENRY C. FLE]SHT‘R
WASHINGTON.—The list of “Communists” in the CIO, presen!ed this week to the
Dies Cormmttee on Un-American Activities by John P, Frey, aged AFL metal trades
leader, is packed with errors of every description.
A study of the list of more than 280 names submitted to the committee by Frey re-
vealed duplications, hearsay evidence, names of non-CIO0 members, names of non-Com-
imunists, and of people who are no longer nlwe‘

Presented to the committee
by Frey as a document based
on three years of arduous re-
search, the list of names gives

ered from the usual sources
of red-baiting favored by

spies and stool-pigeons.

Meanwhile, as the committee
hearings sank to a new low level
for Congressional investigating
bodies, a new development helped
discredit the proceedings:

Discovery that another lead-
ing witness—Walter Steele edi=
tor of the Natl. Republic maga-
zine—has been charged in an af=
fidavit with membership in the
Silver Shirts, fascist organization.

Steele represented, ‘among

o W - R other groups, the American Vigi-
r b A f lante Intelligence Federation. For-
. It s ecret. :; mer Speaker of the House Rai=
ney once referred to this outfit As
doing the ‘slimy, slool-pigeon
work necessary for the purpose of
destroying organized labor,
|- Frey constantly promised to
supply the documentary proof
for his ailegations, 1f ‘he had
done so, the public and the
newspapermen covering the hear-
ing are not aware of il
Audience Unimpressed

Except for a few elderly mem-
bers of the Daughters of the
: |Revolution who sat awe-inspired
“lduring Frey's testimony, - the
audience seemed unimpressed by
his three-day speech fest before
the committee.

: A study of the documents in-

. |serted into the record revealed
'|an amazing lack of proof Tor
Frey's statements, frequently made
with shaking hand uplifted and
with a trembling volce.

Beores of Errors'

A study of the list of “280
it EAR Communists” on the list submit-
Taking time out from ms presentation .of phoney evidence .. |et by Frey showed close to 20 du-
! about Communists in the CIO to the Dies Committee, John P, |Pplications in names.

. Frey, left, AFL leader, engages In frenzied whispered conversa- It Included the names of a

ti ith C number of Communlits, er |
on. wi ong, Noah Mason, Committec Chairman Martin Dies Jabor: Jousnaltiis, el

attorneys who have no con-

nection with the CIO.

It included a number of mis=
spelled names, of alleged CIO
. organizations which do not exist
in addition to the nafies of some
CIO officials Who are easily iden=
tified as being definitely hostile
1o the Communist party and its
philosophy, '

One of the alleged “Com-
munists” was included on the !
list because “There are |
those in the Paciflc North-
westwhns-yhelur.(lom
munist .

A CIO union official was listed,

because, claimed Frey, he was
"sluspec!ed" of being a Commu-
nist.
- 5 . An SWOC official was included
on the list because it was noted
that he had “associated” with
Communists,

One AFL Leader Named

One' of the men charged with
t being a “CIO Communist” turned
out to be the head of an AFL
-state federation of labor. He
qidenied sympathy or membership
in the Communist party.

Another of the Communists in
the CIO, Frey admitted, had no
CIO attl]iatlon merely being a
resident of a city in which CIO
union members also live.

A Jarge number of the names
on the list were minor er part-
ime SWOC Orgnmzers during the
steel drive in' 1936 and 1937. Bne
of these men has been dend for
several months.

While the alleged “Com-
munists” were aiding the
steel campaign, Frey, it is
recalled, wns -doing his best
to discredit it—going so far
as fto offer an AF charter to

{Continued on Page 5)

and Rep. Harold Mosier,

evidence of having been gath--

o

Efrors\
In 'lRedll
Charges

{Continued From Page 3)

company unions at U. 8./
Steel, -
One document which attempted

to “prove” that Joseph Curran,

general organizer of the Natl,

Maritira- Union, and two other|.

of its leaders are Communists,
was branded as a crude forgery

‘when it appeared in New York l

some months ago.
Flimsy Evldence

Still another piece of ‘proof” J

consisted merely of excerpts from

the record of a Massachusetts|'

legislature committee probe held
early this year. This state com-
mittee was sharply criticized by
Michael Widman, Jr,, CIO direc-
tfor in Boston, and by numerous
leading educators and progres-
sives throughout the Bay State.

An interesting commentary on
Frey’s list of “Communists” in
the CIO was the fact that many
of the names bore the same.mis-
_psellings- that appeared in an an-
ti-CIO story in the arch-reac-
tionary Chicago Tribune early in
1937.

Frey's list, like the. Tribune's
story, carried the names of “lead-
Ing SWOC officials” in. the Chi-
cago-Gary area who were com-
pletely unknown to Van Bittner,
SWOC chieftain in that area.

' Lenlals Pour

As Frey continued his attack
on' the CIO, denlals of his- alle-
gatlons puured Jinto .Washington
from all parts of the country.

Two Pittsburgh -priests, Revs.
C. O. Rice and C: P. Hensler sent
the. following telegram to Chair-
man Dies, protesting the -listing
of John Brophy, CIO director, as
a Communist:

“As Catholic priests ocon-
wersant with labor problems,
national ~nd local, who take
no sldes In labor’s interna-
tional war, we ask you to in-
clude in the record the fact
that we know John Brophy
intimately and certify him
no Communist but thorough-
ly and enlightenedly Catho-
lic in philosophy and action.”
Frey's pompous exterior was

scarcely shaken by the telegram.

‘He explained to the, committee

that Brophy had been called a
Communist several years ago, and
he therefore felt justified in in-
cluding his name on th¢ list!
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