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- United States
- of America

3@ ‘. - b aae The Dies Committee

SPEECH

HON. THOMAS H. ELIOT

| OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

February 18, 1942

- Mr. ELIOT of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, about a year ago I spoke here
in the House about the procedure of
the special House Committee on Un-
American Activities. I pointed out that
while the committee’s purposes might be
worth while the committee itself all too
often acted irresponsibly. Investigations
were frequently undertaken and an-
nouncements made, I said, without any
vote by the committee, without any dis-
cussion, without even any meeling.
Such a method of doing things, it seemed
to me, was rash and reckless in a time
of national danger.

Now the national danger is far greater,
and within a few days a resolution will
come before the House to extend once

‘ again the life of the Dies committee.
We will have a chance to repudiate that
committee’s way of doing things—to
prove that we have the courage to court
jnevitable abuse and misunderstanding
by doing an honest job for the good of
the country. A vote against the Dies
committee is not a vote for un-American
activities, fascism, or communism. Far
from it. A vote against the Dies com-
mittee is a vote for responsible govern-
ment. It is a refusal to permit any
longer the course of heedless folly which,
regardless of the committee’s intentions,
divides the Nation and plays into the
hands of our enemies.

When I say “plays into the hands of
our enemies,” I mean just that. Did you

| read the President’s remarks at his press
] conference yesterday about the danger-
ous “Cliveden set” here in Washington
that seems more interested in creating
conflict between us and Russia than in
beating the Axis? Read what the Pres-
ident said; you know it is all too true.
B And then turn, if you will, to the CON-
’ ~ GRESSIONAL RECORD of January 28. There
- you will find a speech by the gentleman
~ from Texas [Mr. Dies] raking up old
e ‘ i: _ ﬂ n}\ﬁaﬁd e_implying that our m OSt
 dangerous enemy today, our most sin-
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ister fifth column, is Russian and not
German or Japanese. Read, too, and
reread many times, the great reply made
that day by another gentleman from
Texas [Mr. SUMNERS]. After Mr. DIES
had spoken, Mr. SUMNERS reminded us,
and I quote him:

We must not knowingly insult any nation
which is now engaged in this war as an ally
of our own,

And he said that “if we are seeking to

| kick Russia, if that is what we are try-

ing to do,” then there is “mighty good
sense” in the proposals of Mr. DIES.

That is only a part of the picture.
There is another part of it which is
equally black and which fits in perfectly.

Last week I placed in the RECORD a
letter written by the Chairman of the
Federal Communications Commission to
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. DiEs]. 1
uree you to read that letter, which will be
found on page A559 of the RECORD.
Summarized, the letter states that the
chairman of the Dies committee has been
frequently and favorably quoted on AXIS
propaganda broadcasts beamed to this
hemisphere.

Defenders of the committee may urge
that the report about Axis broadcasts was
made by a subversive employee. Well,
the employee in question was not
employed by the F. C. C. when the report
was made: and the Dies committee’s defi-
nition of “subversive’” is so fantastic as to
defy belief.

Listen to me for a moment while I tell
you what the Dies committee calls un-
American activities. The other day there
was spread in the REcorp the Dies com-
mittee file on a number of Government
employees—men and women whom the
committee apparently believes to be sub-
versive and wishes to see fired: There 1S
a column for Communist-front organiza-
tions which the suspected person is sup-
posed to have belonged to, and there is a
column for the actual subversive activity
which was alleged to have been under-
taken. What does the Dies committee
consider are un-American activities?
Here is an example taken from the com-
mittee’s own files—endorsement of the
American Youth Act. If you endorsed
that proposed legislation, you are subver-
sive. Among the endorsers of the Ameri-
can Youth Act were Warden Lawes and
several Members of the House, including
a9 member of the Dies committee itself.

subversive fellows, these. And yet the
Dies committee has blacklisted people
and called them un-American because

they joined Warden Lawes and our col-
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_ ending round of fools’ errands.

~ those few names that were in the RECORD

 nist paper 6 years ago. It is not

-

lé&gues here in behalf of this prop0$Ed

legislation. |
And what does the gentleman from

Texas egll an un-American Or Ccommu-
nist-front organization? Let me gIve
you an eXample. William E. Dodd, Jr.,
according towthe Dies committee, 1S sub-
versive because his father—get that, his
father, Ambassador Dodd, not he him-
self—was a member of something called
the Council Against Intolerance. Here
are some of the traitorous, subversive men
who formed that council. Its co-chair-
men were Senator Barbour, of New Jer-
sey, George Gordon Battle, and William
Allen White. Members of the council
included Attorney General Biddle, Sena-
tor Bennett Clark, of Missouri, Thomas
E. Dewey, Frank Gannett, Josephus Dan-
iels, Governor Saltonstall, of Massachu-
setts, and the Reverend Maurice E.
Sheehy, of Catholic University, who spoke
over the radio under the auspices of the
council. It is alarming to note, too, that
in this subversive Communist-front
organization—members of the council it-
self—were Alfred E. Smith and Senator

 Carter Glass, of Virginia.

How can we stand for this kind of
thing? It is just silly, and it makes the
House look utterly ridiculous. We are
told to blacklist a man because his father
served on a council with such sinister,
dangerous, revolutionaries as Josephus
Daniels and CARTER Grass. We are told

‘that an organization is a Communist

front when its spokesman over a national

' network is the head of the department of

religious education at Catholic Univer-
sity. When a House committee does &
thing like this, insulting statesmen and
clergy alike, it destroys its own value, and
it should make the whole House thor-
oughly ashamed.

But it is worse than shameful. Seri-
ously, it is dangerous. The Dies com-
mittee makes up lists of subversive em-
ployees like this and urges the Federal
Bureau of Investigation to send its inves-
tigators out to find out more about them.
I submit, Mr. Speaker, that when we are
in a deadly war with dangerous enemies
our Government investigators should not
be sent by the Dies committee on a never-

And I mean fools’ errands. Just tg{kﬂe}

the other day. One “Mary Johnson,” a

minor clerk, is listed, or rather blacksy . SEEEE
listed, because somebody named Mary
Johnson drew a picture for a Commu-

the same. ©
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sands of Johneo S ;mib‘ﬁ't obviously,
they had . work for the Gov-

ies co _mliﬁ;ee will get |

nd while the House s special commit-

"tee urges the Federal Bureau of Inves-

tigation to set its bloodhounds on the
trail of Mary Johnson, the great ship
Normandie goes up in flames and is &
total loss. Did somebody once say some-
thing about putting first things first?

Then, on that list in the RECORD, there
is George Saunders, of the Office of
Civilian Defense. He is on the blacklist.
The committee’s file says that he is a
Communist living in Pittsburgh. Ac-
tually the George Saunders in the Of-
fice of Civilian Defense lives in San
Francisco, where he was active in the
Junior Chamber of Commerce. His
former professor, Senator ELBERT
Taomas of Utah, tells me he is a Roman
Catholic. But our eagle-eyed committee
tells the F. B. 1. to track him down just
the same. .

And while they demand the scalp of
this Catholic layman and call him a Red,
do you know what is happening only a
hundred miles away? George Deather-
age, the frank American Fascist who used
to head up the Knights of the White
Camelia and who planned a Fascist coup
to seize the Government, is executive en-
gineer at an immense naval construction
project right down here at Norfolk. But
our alert Dies committee did not know
about that; they were too busy worrying
about Mary Johnson and that revolu-
tionary organization headed by Al Smith
and Governor Saltonstall and Father
Sheehy.

As a matter of fact, the Dies commit-
tee has never done much about the
Fascist front organizations. The chair-
man has said a lot about them, but the
record is largely one of words, not action.

For instance, on July 16 of last year
the chairman promised to make public
‘“‘soon,” as he put it, a document relating
to fascistic, anti-Semitic groups. The
document has never appeared.

On March 8 of last year he was re-
ported to have evidence concerning a
huge organization to promote Nazi ideol-
ogy. There has been no mention of this
since then.

- Fourteen months ago he promised to
expose Nazi money-raising campaigns in
the United States, and said that the com-
mittee has seized records containing
220,000 names. Has anyone ever seen the

-~ names or heard of that exposure?

The Philadelphia Inquirer quotes h1m
on November 30, 1940, as promising to
reveal, “next week,” a plot of the Bund to

sabotage American industry. But to this

day the plot remains unrevealed,

~ And on September 18, 1939, in a radio
speech the gentleman from TeXas said
he had evidence of cooperation between

the Bund and some native Fascist groups,
1nc1ud1ng, by the way, Mr. George Death-
; & @9 2e’s Knlghts of the White Camelia.
- But no action by the committee followed,
f"";‘h@}*}m thlght of the White Camelia has

E’:T—lii' o _}; _1: c in, a key dﬁfense job.

ene é,re thou- |

for the committee’s record on Fascist or-

ganizations is a sorry one of big promises

and 11ttle or no performance. p:

Now a word as to American Commu-
nists whose first loyalty inexplicably is

tc another country. Perhaps we should

have a committee to investigate all these
things. It could serve a useful purpose.
Once in a while, even the Dies committee
has brought to light facts that are worth
knowing—most conspicuous being the
financial link between the Communists
and the erstwhile League for Peace and
Democracy. But the committee made
the huge mistake of assuming that all

the members of that league, and even |

the people who were merely on its mailing
list, knew of that secret financial link.
They did not. People whose only in-
terest was in doing something to stop the
Nazis joined that organization—people,
Mr. Speaker, who are no more Commu-
nist than you or 1.

Why, Mr. Speaker, only last week, at a
public hearing of the Rules Committee,
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. CoXx]
implied that A. F. Whitney was a Com-
munist because he belonged to the
League for Peace and Democracy. And
who is A. F. Whitney? He has been for

years the president of the Brotherhood |

of Railroad Trainmen, one of the best
established, most loyal American work-
ingmen’s organizations in our history.
When the gentleman from Georgia sald
Mr. Whitney was “linked with Brow-
der’—and that is what he said, I heard
him say it—he was accusing not only
Mr. Whitney but thousands of good
Americans who belong to that organiza-
tion, who know Mr. Whitney well and
have elected and reelected him as their
president.

Yes, the Dies committee finds a few
facts now and then, but promptly loses
regard for facts and indulges in what the
New York Herald Tribune has described
as the ‘“unvarnished smear.” Let me
cite some more ‘“unvarnished smears.”’

Here is a Government employee named
Gauld—I never heard of him before—
who is labeled un-American by the Dies
committee because he was a member of
a committee headed up by former Chief
Justice Charles Evans Hughes.

Here is a group labeled “Communist
Front’—the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi
League. They call the Anti-Nazi League
un-American. Since when was it un-
American to be anti-Nazi? The Dies
committee calls this Anti-Nazi League a
Communist Front organization, and yet
this is what somebody said about the
Anti-Nazi League right here on the floor
of the House:

I have personal knowledge of the league.
It is a very substantial organization and is

not one that is engaged in propaganda. It
is a fine organization of Americans.

The Dies committee calls it a Com-
munist Front group, but the gentleman
from Massachusetts, whose remarks I

~ have just quoted, the distinguished ma-
- jority leader, JOHN W. McCoORMACK, calls

it a fine organization of Americans.
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that Mr. Willkie is some kind of a “pink”?
Finally, here is an activity which the
Dies committec considers subversive.
Yes: this is an activity listed in the Dies
committee files and charged against =
United States employees as un-Ameri- |
can—signing a petition against the Dies "
committee. Anybody who opposes the
continuation of the Dies committee is
ipso facto un-American. I need not com-
ment on the dangerous implications of a

. thing like that. It is enough to point out

the amazing and smug self-righteousness
of the committee.

Mr. Speaker, this Dies committee has
become a dangerous and expensive lux-
ury. We make a great row about a harm-
less $4,600 dancer, yet we are asked to
fork over $100,000 to perpetuate a com-
mittee that has done little good and much -
harm.

And when we read the record a,nd-th.ink
the thing through we know that that is
the truth. Perhaps another committee
could have done or would do a really help-
ful job in this field. But we know in our
hearts that this Dies commlttee has a
record of high-handed hearings, high-
sounding promises, very little a,ccomphsh-
ment, and endless, ridiculous, unforgive-
able smearing of decent and loyal Amer-
icans. They have cried “Wolf!” so heed-
lessly that they cannot be trusted to guard

| Americanism any more than the shep-

herd boy who cried “Wolf!” should have
been trusted to guard his flock.

There 1s one more thing which I have
time enough only to mention this after-
noon. But think it over. Think over the
attacks on President Roosevelt’s policies
by the chairman of this committee.
Think of the false charges brought
against the men the President and the
country trust. Think of the accusation
thinly veiled, that the Dies commlttee
could have prevented the Pearl Harbor
tragedy if the President had not inter-
fered. Think of the need for solidarity
among the United Nations against our
enemies. Think of these things, and re-
member how desperately the country
needs a unified leadership, how much the
President has to depend on us, how ml'.léh
we do depend on him.

We will be on trial when this resdlqt ‘9‘1} s
comes Up next week. The easy thing, the
politically safe thing, would be to leﬁg‘if
through. Safe for whom? Not for the =
country. The future is prettMQr s--;.;;;3;;;;-;';:-*
we would not brighten it by perpetuatis '; b Al G
a committee which is @nmfe s _ﬂ rce of
futile confusion, suspicie 5l i_ rdity.
doubt, . and hatreﬁl.m We ; T
make thlngs worse. The
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