Summary and quotes from testimony of James H, Dolsen bhefore Dies

Comnithes on 3/25/40, a.m.

{Numbers in margin refer to nuge numbers of official transeript,)

Address: 1812 S%th. Lve., Uittshurgh, Fa,

11-32 The Chairmen, It 45 vour duby to snswer these quesiions, that
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is your duty to snswer these guestions,*#¥E¥

Mr. Dolsan, Well, I would like %o ask thls ouestion. I was
served with = subpens what ¥r, Sarker called a subpens duces te cum,
as a result of which he stated %hst he had the authority %o bring
me here befors o medting of this commitise, ond that he had
suthority to take those matiers which were records of %he Communist
Party, is thet correctt

The Chajirmen, That is correct.

¥r. Dolsen, ¥ow, I would like 4o kwmw call the attention of
this committes to the fact that Mr. Barker $ock metfers which
I thiak with hardly 2 single exception had nothing to do with the
Communist Party and were not recerds of the Communist Party and
I can idaniify them, that they have nothing whaiever to do with
the Communist Farty.

The Thalrman, That will be developed®dsss

{lote. It is not develoyped).

th reference to a ledtter written to Dolsen by Grace Hutchins,
of gebcr Regearch Associmtes, on 1/15/40, =s Lynch bezins to read %
the letter Dolsen zsys Pirgd thoat he dosan't reco’lect 1t snd then:

Hr. Dolasn,Just hefore he reads thet letter, I wonld like to
vhleet to it,

The Chairman. They are going to ask you soms questions about it.

¥Mr, Dolsenie But he had the muthority, under the audbpena, only
to hring csridain resordas.

Tho Chalymen, Yoi will have g5 comply with the ruleas of the
committae, Troceed, ¥y, Counsel,

{ 4ibovs, on p, 12, Polsen ssked, *I would liks to know what ny
rigkts ars before the committee, if I heve eny, ¥e got no response,
but Pler mads » speech for hie henefit. This ceoured before the
cuote, sbhove, )

Lyneh starts to read Dolsen's Internationsl Workers' Grder

polisy snd

¥r, Dolsen, I insist on my rights before this committee,
this hee nething to Jdo with the Communist Perty., sad the
comnitiee has ne authority, under the subpena, to take 1%.
I refuse %o testify any further on thet ground. I am speaking
fi8 my eftornay and as my counsel now, and § point-blank refuse,
that has nothing to do with the Communist Party, and your subpens
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gtated the records of the Communist Party, snd I objJect to thle, snd I
went to know £ I sm goine to hove say rights before this commitice
or not.

¥r. Lynch. ¥r. Chairmen, I suggest that 1T he refuse to enswer,
thet the metter be referred to the Distriet Attorney's office for
approprictd procedure under the statute, where a2 witness is cslled
vefoers a committee and refuses to answer, the Chalrmen of the
commitiee gen refer the metter to the DMstrict Attorney's office
for appropriate =zcotion in the courds,

{Hote, Lyneh i completely wrong. Gee Judpe letthd dec-
jeion in the Frankfsld and ('Des case.)

Mr, Dolgen, ¥r. Chairmen, I would like to know, and sgein I
ark you, sad 1 asksd you previcusly, 1f I have any rights bsfore this
aommittes, =20 es I understend it & cormittee of this kind has pot
suthority to cuestion remaraing the mstters on & subpens or matters
brogath in regerd to the sudpens, and thie was seized under a
subpens under wheih s subpena was not allowsd.

That was not specified, end the United “tates law specifies
thet o subpens shall stzte in detsll what iz 1 be seized, and Hr,
Barker had no right to dteke that out of my room,sny mora than
any othey personel possessions

The Chedrmen, Did you objedt to him taking 1% outy

¥re Tolesn. I told him thet I obilected to everything thst they
did take out of thet room, which included the tsking out of thils,
Mr, Parker stated thet be wa: goluog %o take this b-efors your committee
thet I would be with thoss doouments, and thit before = single
docunent was opened up or anything dtaken ovi thst he would have
2 list compiled o7 evervthing thet was teken in my pressnea, and
thet wes not done, znd this has nothing to do with the Communist
Party, or the records of the Tommunist Terty, =and I sbjlect to 14,

Mr, Lynch, Mr. Dolsenson thiz International Vorkersg' Crdere-e

¥r. Dolsen, I still oblect; that i not = record of tite Vom-
munist Pardy, ond I refuse to testlfly further, I em mxk actlbe sa
my own ooutisel,

The fheirmen,. You heve sbteted your oblection, =nd be silent,

Do you want me % held yvou in contempd, or noty

My, Polsen, You srs the chébrmen of the committee, and I have
asked you, as I am représenting mysslf,

The “halrman. The Internstionsl Yerkers Crder hes been held
te this committes to be sonitrollad by the Uommuniet Fardy, and
it is & material metter o incuire into,

Delsens 1 would llke %o esk the chrirmen when 2 court ever held
the Workers Order to be & Vommuniat organization:

The Thairmen. Proceed.

Mre Dolsen, I refuse point-blank to saswer cueptions regarding
that.**%**##

Congressmen Thomsas. I think the witness should be held in
contempt,*HEe¥

The Chairman. Lot us take that under advisement, we have some

materiel questions here. (My emphasis.)

Congressman Thomas, If he carries on the way he has been I an
going to move formelly,**¥¥%
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Mr, Dolsen, I refuse ® suswer ané 1 insist on the photection
of my constitutional rights befors this commigies™?***
H¥r, Dolsen. I bese my onjection on the ground thet this committee
uwader subpsna which was served upen me seized certain dosumente which
the subpena did not entitle eny representative of ¥k this committee
te seize, snd that is one of these documemis, and therefore, on
that groundy on the ground of my constdivitionsl tights, I refuse
4o sanswery any ouestions connecited with tnud dogument.

Lynch says that the only constitutionsl "rights” the witness
hag i ageinst self-inc imination.

Thomas sgein moves contempt and agein Dies helds him off,

Then Lyneh starts to read some of lolsen's lsocture nodes
as s tomcher. He has ithese notes identifis d s Exhibit 2, Doclesen
onjects that the msterisl is irrelevaul and:

I I were in wurtd I could object to these on these grounds,
and I do not see why il I have not got some righis lere”

8tarnes then says,"This comuitiee trios no one,”™ and "the only
legal grounds that any witness can object to answering = aussiion
appearing b- fore this coamitise isg that it might tend to incriminate
him ***97 " *$he witness ls not here to ssk nuesiions but to nagwer
Phem,”

The Ghauirman. The point is well teken. “roseed.

Afver Lolsen sgakn objecta Lynch reads in a paragreph Trom
Holaen's notes on the sowpesition of the working class, etc,., sand

ther promptly forgets about ssking bim a single cuesition.

Mr,s Dolsen. I was srrested during the worid var & or 4 times
for anssking agalinst the wars

47 =88 Dolsen refuses to identify the “Fi application from his files.
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They put his ¥PA epplication im the record in full,
#efuses %o further identify Pfariy member usmed "indy”.

After Dolsen saye there is no unemployment in USSR Lyheh ssks

him whw he Afoenn?d oa thoapre, Tnlecn sags he in on Ameriesn, snd
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bestdes 5 he doesn't have the~mnnéy.

7Q Toleen sstimetes the Communiet Party membership in Pittaburgh
to about 900, snd says sbout 30 or 40 sre on Wi,

7 Lynceh agke 1P the 30 or 40 reprssent = rercentage,

73 Barker eveun took empty, =zecond-hand filex foldeds from
Tolsen's room.

S9-100 Dolsen,* ¥ %Y nave n pight to gquelify the saswer.

¥r, Cagey. Tou hove no right but 4o znawer i1t vea or no.

e, Doleen, I will snswer i1 ves &r no,

Hr, Onse¥. Newr mind the explanation,

Wr, UDolsen. Then I refupe 4o engwer 9 point-blank suestien
1ike that, if I don't bave the right do exnlain it, Mr, Tasay,



